
JUDE - SUMMARY - Verses 1-4 [HANDOUT]

Verse 1: 
Identity of Writer: Jude the brother of James - Two sets of brothers were mentioned in the gospel
accounts named “James and Jude.” One set was James the son of Alphaeus and his brother Jude.  The
other set were the sons of Mary and Joseph.  Historians are divided on their opinion regarding which
“Jude” was the author of this letter.  
Identity of Recipients:  He was writing to Christian or those who are set apart from the rest of the world. 
“Sanctified” is from the same root word as HOLY.  Holiness (or separation from the way of the world) is
an evidence of being a Christian. 

Verse 2:  
Benefits of Salvation:  We realize our entrance into this salvation is strictly on the basis of the merit of
Jesus and on the grace and mercy of God. This gracious love was given to us while we were alienated from
God.  God 's mercy is multiplied to His children.  Now that we are His, how much more will He show us
mercy in forgiving us when we make mistakes.  This in itself should be sufficient to provide us with an
inner peace that can be obtained nowhere else.  This kind of peace frees us so we can respond to life's
situations out of who we are as children of God and not out of any reactionary way to the stimuli of the
world (the essence of being meek).  As we do this, we become channels of God's love and mercy.  

Verse 3:  
Why Jude Wrote Letter:  Apparently, Jude had intended to write a more comprehensive document on the
subject of salvation; however, there was an immediate need to send word to these Christians to seriously get
involved in protecting the purity of the gospel.

Verse 4:
Why contend for the Faith:  For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old
ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness
and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.
False Teachers or False Prophets
Certain - specific situations - not just a general warning but something that was happening then
Crept in unawares - (pareisduno) - entered secretly 
Who were .. condemnation - Possibility “Judgement for such people had already been written”  

(Note that the word “ordained” will trigger arguments that Jude is saying these men were
predestined to do this.  What he is may be saying is that the judgement for such heresy has
already been declared or written.)

Ungodly - destitute of reverential awe towards God, condemning God, impious.  The reasons
there were deemed ungodly are the following errors.

Error #1: Grace  license for immorality (unbridled lust, excess, licentiousness,
lasciviousness, wantonness, outrageousness, shamelessness, insolence)
Error #2: Deny Jesus - reject or refuse to accept 

His uniqueness  -  only
His Absolute Ownership and unlimited power over all creation - Lord (despotes)
His Divinity - God (theos)
His Supremacy - Lord (kurios) [positional]



False Teachers or False Prophets
2 Peter 2:1  But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be
false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the
Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.
The false prophets referred to by Peter were in reference to what had gone on in the

history of Israel/Judah.  Throughout the history of the nation from its beginning there had been
false prophets.   Moses had to deal with them, Elijah dealt with the prophets of Baal, and Jeremiah
was openly contradicted by false prophets (who had an official status) during his day.  

Prophets were supposed to be those who spoke God’s word to the people.  Teachers were
people who would explain and elaborate on ideas.  The problem that Peter was writing about
would come when a teacher had corrupt opinions about key doctrines of the faith.  Peter’s
concern was the same as Jude’s concern: “denying the Lord” or having a wrong “theology”
concerning the person of Jesus.  

At least two of the major “religions” who are generally classified as “Christian Religions”
(Latter Day Saints and the Jehovah Witnesses) have “non-conventional” doctrines regarding the
who Jesus is.  More on this later.)

Certain - specific situations - not just a general warning but something that was happening then
Crept in unawares - (pareisduno) - entered secretly (tares among the wheat)
Who were .. condemnation - Possibility “Judgement for such people had already been written”  

(Note that the word “ordained” will trigger arguments that Jude is saying these men were
predestined to do this.  What he is may be saying is that the judgement for such heresy has
already been declared or written.)  This is a possible reference to various Old Testament
accounts of how God dealt with ungodliness.  A good summary of this is in 2 Peter 2:4-
12.  (This passage sound very much like the account in Jude.)  The other possibility is that
this a reference to the writings found in the Book of Enoch.  (See Jude 14-16)

Ungodly - destitute of reverential awe towards God, condemning God, impious.  The reasons
there were deemed ungodly are the following errors.  (See repeated use of ungodly in vs. 14-16)

Error #1: Grace  license for immorality (unbridled lust, excess, licentiousness,
lasciviousness, wantonness, outrageousness, shamelessness, insolence)
(Find other references in the Epistles of Paul that relate to such happens in the future.)
[1 Tim 4:1-3; Matt 24:11 & Mark 13:22; Acts 2:29-30)

Even today, some think salvation by grace is an occasion for loose living.  They think since God is
merciful, they can live anyway they choose and they will receive forgiveness.  This mind set denies the
Lordship of Jesus!  It is through His Lordship He becomes our Savior.  If  you want to be your own god
(make up your own rules), then you must also be your own savior.  Of course, we recognize this idea (I am
my own god and my own savior) as the doctrine of Humanism: man will save himself.  So far, mankind is
doing a really lousy job of it.  Man's brand of salvation produces the likes of Hitler and Stalin and Saddam. 
It also produces drug dependence and alcoholism. It gives us such “great things” as AIDS.  It produces
knowledge without wisdom.  It produces facts without understanding.  It is a lousy substitute to what God
has for us in Jesus.  In the 1950s the major problems in our schools were chewing gum in class and
breaking in line.  In the 1990s (after several years of having “denied the Lord” and refusing to accept
Christian teaching in our school system) the problems are drugs, violence in the class room and teen
pregnancy.

Error #2: Deny Jesus - reject or refuse to accept 



His uniqueness  -  only
His Absolute Ownership and unlimited power over all creation - Lord (despotes)
His Divinity - God (theos)
His Supremacy - Lord (kurios) [positional]

(Explore LDS and JW stance)
Problems with LDS Writings

The Book of Mormon is the “baited hook” by which Mormons lure thousands of new
converts into their ranks every year. Prospective converts are urged to read it and then pray to ask
God if it is true. Only upon reading it do they learn of its threats of eternal condemnation to all
who reject it (2 Nephi 33:10-15; 15:11-18; Mormon 8:16-17; 4:21-22). 
Obviously, accepting it would seem safer than rejecting it under those circumstances, and this is
undoubtedly one of the reasons for its success. (This reminds of the kinds of “threats” that are
typically included in chain letters.)

The Book of Mormon claims to be superior to the Bible. The first hundred pages are spent
laying the groundwork for this position. Its basic presupposition is that the Bible has been altered
by unscrupulous clergy in centuries past and no longer contains all the truth which God wants
man to have. This, then, creates a need for the Book of Mormon, which claims to restore those
"plain and precious things" which are necessary for the salvation of mankind (I Nephi 13:26-40;
3:166-193). 

Perhaps the BOM’s greatest claim is that it is preparing the way for the second coming of
Jesus. Christ's second coming is to be preceded by a massive conversion of the American Indians
to Christ through the Book of Mormon. These converted Indians will then exterminate those
gentiles in the Americas who will not accept it.  After that, the believing Indians and the Mormons
will build the New Jerusalem where Christ will return to live (3 Nephi 16:11-16;7:35-42;3 Nephi
21:24-25;9:98-100). Subsequent revelation by Joseph Smith revealed this site to be in
Independence, Missouri.  Faith in the Book of Mormon thus becomes an added condition for
salvation besides faith in Jesus Christ. 
Selected Additional Un-Biblical Claims for the BOM
The Book of Mormon teaches that salvation is obtained by both faith and works. Mormons often
quote James 2:26 "faith without works is dead" to try to show that the Bible also teaches this and
that Paul's teachings on salvation by faith alone is not properly understood by evangelical
Christians.

The L.D.S. “God the Father” is an exalted man, called Elohim, who they say once
lived as a mortal man on an earth (read that as another planet) much like this one. This exalted
previously human being lives in his spiritual heaven - it even has a name, 'Kolob' - and some of
their apostles have taught that their God lives with myriads (millions upon millions) of similarly
exalted previously human wives in a celestial polygamous state, begetting an even larger number
of spirit children who have no bodies. They say the earth was created at his direction in order to
provide a place for them to receive bodies and then to have the ability in turn to complete their
time on earth, eventually to create new universes themselves. 
They say that the two eldest of these spirit children in this one of many similar creations were
named Jehovah and Lucifer. At a conference in their particular Heaven, these two promoted
opposing plans whereby their spiritual brothers and sisters might attain godhood. 
Lucifer's plan entailed compulsion, and not one of Elohim's children would be lost to the Father.
(Sound like predestination or sovereign grace doctrine - if you are God’s true child, then you will



be saved and you cannot be lost.) 
Jehovah's plan, however, allowed for freedom of choice, something not allowed for in Lucifer's
proposal. (Sound like “free-will” doctrine.)
Elohim chose Jehovah's plan according to the Latter-Day Saints, and at that point, Lucifer was
furious, rebelled, and took a third of the host of heaven who sided with him - the spirit children of
their father - and was kicked out of heaven. 
Elohim, at the appointed time, had a physical sexual relationship with the pure young woman he
had picked to become Jehovah's 'mother in the flesh', according to Joseph Smith (the original
Mormon prophet), and it was Elohim, not the Holy Ghost, they say, who overshadowed Mary
who was betrothed to Joseph the carpenter. 
The Holy Ghost, according to them, is yet another spirit child of Elohim and one of his many
polygamous exalted wives, and will be the last spirit (which includes you and me as prospective
future gods and goddesses) to attain godhood through obtaining a mortal body. The fact that the
Holy Ghost (Holy Spirit) is already God is not discussed by them. 
That is polytheism. Polytheism is, by definition, the belief of the existence of many gods, even if
only one of them is worshiped. 

It is very interesting that one of the most powerful scripture passages that refutes the foolish idea
of the LDS group about God (he was once a man and became God an had spiritual children, etc.)
is the very passage that is used by the Jehovah’s Witnesses as their “proof text” for what they
believe and why they assumed the name of their organization.  That text is Isaiah 43:10,12

"Ye are my witnesses, saith Jehovah, and my servant whom I have chosen; that ye may know and believe
me, and understand that I am he: before me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me. ... I
have declared, and I have saved, and I have showed; and there was no strange god among you: therefore
ye are my witnesses, saith Jehovah, and I am God." 

It is an important passage, for the Jehovah's Witnesses refer to it as their scriptural justification for
denying the Christian doctrine of the Holy Trinity. They assert that not only is that doctrine not
taught in the New Testament, but it is specifically prohibited in this Old Testament passage. For
them, consequently, Jesus is not God or the second Person of the Trinity, but a sort of agent, sent
to set up Jehovah's kingdom, to maintain that God's name is Jehovah, and redeem mankind. And
the Holy Ghost is not considered to be the third Person of the Trinity, but simply the unseen
"power of Jehovah" on earth.


