
A HOPE WORTH GUARDING

Without hope our faith has nothing on which to work.  Hope is more than wishful thinking, it is eager
expectation that has some basis.  For example, our hope of heaven has its basis in the word of God.  Our hope
of being with and like Jesus is confirmed in the obedience to the word of God we can see in our own lives.  We
confirm our being in Christ by the love of God that manifests itself in our lives.  The opposite of hope is despair
and if you have ever been in a state of despair or have known anyone in despair, then you can appreciate that
HOPE is a very valuable thing to have.  It is worth holding and it is worth guarding.

Since our HOPE is based on the word of God, we then see that one way to guard our hope is to guard
the purity of the gospel.  In the early church, and even more so today, some people preach another gospel other
than the one once delivered to the saints.  Jude warned people about ungodly men who creep in without anyone
detecting their presence.

Who was Jude?  (Jude 1) Jude describes himself as the slave of Jesus and the brother of James.  Two
sets of brothers were mentioned in the gospel accounts named “James and Jude.” One set was James the son
of Alphaeus and his brother Jude.  The other set were the sons of Mary and Joseph.  Historians are divided
on their opinion regarding which “Jude” was the author of this letter.  There is a good possibility Jude grew
up in the same household as Jesus. James had been the leader of the church in Jerusalem and little else is known
of Jude.  If the James and Jude referenced here were the former pair, then they were apostles of Christ.  Either
way, he has good credentials.

To whom was Jude writing?  He was writing to Christian or those who are set apart from the rest of
the world.  “Sanctified” is from the same root word as HOLY.  Holiness (or separation from the way of the
world) is an essential part of being a Christian.  When Jude says that we are preserved in Jesus Christ, we inter-
pret that as saying that our salvation is dependent on the fact that we are in Christ.  We can recall other
scripture passages that tell us that our being in Christ is evidenced by our love toward God and that our love
is confirmed by our obedience.  Consequently, holiness and obedience are closely related.  Salvation is
something God wants us to have and He has taken the initiative to provide the means and has called us to take
part in His holiness.

What are some of the benefits of this salvation?  (Jude 2)   We realize our entrance into this salvation
is strictly on the basis of the merit of Jesus and on the grace and mercy of God.  We have been taught and
believe we can do nothing to earn that salvation.  This gracious love was given to us while we were alienated
from God.  God 's mercy is multiplied to His children.  Now that we are His, how much more will He show
us mercy in forgiving us when we err.  This in itself should be sufficient to provide us with an inner peace that
can be obtained nowhere else.  This kind of peace frees us so we can respond to life's situations out of who we
are as children of God and not out of any reactionary way to the stimuli of the world.  As we do this, we
become channels of God's love.

Why did Jude write this letter?  (Jude 3)   Apparently, Jude had intended to write a more
comprehensive document on the subject of salvation; however, there was an immediate need to send word to
these Christians to seriously get involved in protecting the purity of the gospel.

Why was there a need to contend?  (Jude 4) Even today, some think salvation by grace is an occasion
for loose living.  They think since God is merciful, they can live anyway they choose and they will receive
forgiveness.  This mind set denies the Lordship of Jesus!  It is through His Lordship He becomes our Savior.
If  you want to be your own god, then you must also be your own savior.  Of course, we recognize this as the
doctrine of Humanism: man will save himself.  So far, mankind is doing a really lousy job of it.  Man's brand
of salvation produces the likes of Hitler and Stalin.  It also produces drug dependence and alcoholism. It gives
us such great things as AIDS.  It produces knowledge without wisdom.  It produces facts without
understanding.  It is a lousy substitute to what God has for us in Jesus.  In the 1950s the major problems in
our schools were chewing gum in class and breaking in line.  In the 1990s the problems are drugs, violence in
the class room and teen pregnancy.

What does history teach us?  (Jude 5-8)  We have examples of God’s judgment in history that teach
us about God opinion regarding various sins.  Continued unfaithfulness after having been delivered from the
kingdom of darkness is serious.  If the angel who were rebellious against God will be judged, then we can count
on mankind being judged for sin.  Perversion is an abomination to God and He used the situation in Sodom and
Gomarrah to show people what awaits for those who do such things.



Rejecting God and His ways leads to a loss of moral consciousness.  In Roman 1, Paul wrote about
God giving such people over to their own way.  As a results, the perversion takes over.  People pollute their
bodies by drugs and chemical substance abuse and by unnatural sexual activity.  Such life styles leads to
attitudes that man’s way is the best way.  There is also a rejection of the reality of spiritual things and they
think nothing of joking and ridiculing the spiritual part of life.

How should we treat such things? (Jude 9)  Michael is the only angel called an archangel.  As such he
is the chief angel.  John Gill in his 1720 commentary writes “Yet Michael the archangel, etc. ... By whom is
meant, not a created angel, but an eternal one, the Lord Jesus Christ; as appears from his name Michael, which
signifies, “who is as God”: and who is as God, or like unto him, but the Son of God, who is equal with God?
and from his character as the archangel, or Prince of angels, for Christ is the head of all principality and power;
” We would conclude that even Jesus did not slander the devil.

Why do people behave this way? (Jude 10)  The sources of the problem with the humanists are two
fold.  First is ignorance.  They just do not understand some things.  The second is arrogance.  What they can
understand they think they have a better idea and reject the very things they do understand.

Has this happened before?  (Jude 11) Jude mentioned three historical examples.  (1) Cain’s way was
to be religious in his own way.  He rejected the need for a blood atonement.  Some would seek to please God
apart from the work of the cross.  (2) Balaam’s error was related to judging the people of God using the
measure of man as a standard.  It did not seem fair to him that the Israelites were displacing the people of
Canaan.  (3) Korah refused to acknowledge the authority of God’s appointed leader.

All of these are similar to the humanistic mind set of many people in the church today.
How can we recognize these people?  (Jude 12-16)  Some in leadership positions in our churches are

there only because they have chosen church work as a vocation rather than having been called into the work.
These have no spiritual substance and consequents are not able to benefit other in the church.

Judgment for the ungodly has been known for a long time.  The coming of God (the Son) to judge the
world is an ancient teaching.

We should be able to recognize those who are ungodly by the fruit of their lives, their attitudes, and
their testimony.  

Should we be surprised?  (Jude 17-19)  We have been warned and the fact that these things are
happening testifies to the validity to the word of God.  The problem is that such people as these who would lead
others astray are living for self and are driven by unhindered desires because they do not have the Spirit of God.

What are we as Christians to do to protect ourselves?  (Jude 20-21)  This is a spiritual battle, therefore,
we must approach it with a spiritual solution.  We need to get ourselves in good spiritual condition.  We are
to build ourselves up in our faith.  The “how” of doing this is through prayer in the Spirit.  Paul talks about
the Holy Spirit praying through us when we don’t know what to ask.  The Holy Spirit, through us, prays the
will of God because He know the mind of God.  

Paul also told us in the 14th chapter of First Corinthians that we can pray with our understanding and
with our spirits.  He was speaking in reference to "tongues.”  We have so little understand of this aspect of
Christianity and the gifts of the Spirit that we should be ashamed.  There is little or no teaching on this subject
in traditional church circles and what is there is usually negative.  One of the results of building up ourselves
spiritually is that we will keep ourselves in the love of God and this provides the basis for our hope of eternal
life that is a result of the mercy of God shown to us in Jesus Christ.

What should be our responsibility toward others in this matter?  (Jude 22-23) Just doing the basics
requires that we show compassion that will lead them to salvation.  For some, this will be a real rescue
operation because they are so deeply involved in sin and the consequences of sin.  When we approach people
who are deeply involved in sin, we must do so on the basis of loving the people and hating the sin.

Who gets the praise and the honor for all of this?  (Jude 24-25)  To God be the glory.  He is the basis
of our hope and we look forward to that time when we will be like Jesus and we can come before God to be
presented to Him.


