
DANGERS TO AVOID  
1 John 2:15-27 

 
 Throughout the account of the life of Jesus that John presented in the Gospel of John, he 
reported on an ongoing situation in which Jesus would declare spiritual truths or make statements 
of spiritual reality and practically everyone missed the spiritual implications and attempted to 
apply what He said to the physical realm with which they were familiar.  Even a learned Jew 
such as Nicodemus made that error when Jesus told him, “You must be born again.”  The 
disciples still struggled with failing to focus on the spiritual nature of the Kingdom of God even 
after the Resurrection.   
 Some three to six decades after the Resurrection, John was writing to some churches that 
had mature Christians.  He wanted to share with them some important considerations that would 
help them continue to grow and enjoy the blessings of their salvation.  There were positive 
initiatives they could do and he also pointed out dangers to avoid.  We could summarize several 
of these concerns as failing to focus on spiritual reality and being distracted and even 
overwhelmed by physical concerns.   
 In His teachings, Jesus referred to several examples of activities that people get caught up 
in doing.  Some people spend all their time concentrating on food, fashions, and having fun.   
There is more to life than that.  Even though clothing and food are significantly important, it is 
not really necessary to continue concentrating on such things after the basics are satisfied.  
 
Lovers of the World – 2:15-17 
15 Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 

For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the 
Father, but is from the world. 17 The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God 
lives forever.  1 John 2:15-17 (NASB95) 
 In general, what do we focus on most of the time?  It seems that most often we find 
ourselves concentrating on whatever just happened.  Our natural tendency is to defer any 
concerns that are related to important long-term consequences.  We could describe this as the 
“tyranny of the urgent” when it is related to crisis situations in which we take immediate action 
to minimize the negative aspects of what is happening.  From a more positive aspect, we might 
call such responses the “tyranny of instant gratification.”  Many times urgency is the right 
choice; however, we need to keep the bigger picture in view so that we do not let a series of 
crises or a series of opportunities become a way of life that is contrary to what God has called us 
to do and be in Christ.  
 Since we are in the world, the lure of the world is ever present to tempt us to do things 
the world’s way.  The world view (kosmos) is attractive to our old nature and we must be on 
guard to avoid joining the losing side of the battle.  The short-term and temporary pleasures that 
the world offers are just that.  It has no lasting value and keeps us from the true pleasures that are 
found at the right hand of the Father.  “Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence [is] 
fulness of  joy; at thy right hand [there are] pleasures for evermore.” (Ps 16:11) 
 The use of the word “love” needs to be understood as something different from an 
emotional standpoint.  For example, in the first dispute between God and Israel in Malachi’s 
prophecy, the issue was that God said that He loved them and they sarcastically asked “How 
have You loved us?”  God’s answer went back in history to His choice of Jacob rather than Esau.  
He stated, “Jacob have I loved but Esau have I hated.”  “Love” and “hate” as used here, is used 
to describe choices that were made by God.   



 If we use that same idea in the context of John’s admonition to the churches to whom he 
was writing, then we can get a better appreciation of what our response should be to this warning 
“love not the world.”  I find it helpful to think about this in terms of “the way in which we walk 
or how we live.”  If we are walking on a path, then we are either going forward or back or we are 
going left or right.  We can’t be going left and right at the same time.  We choose the direction in 
which we walk or we are just randomly wandering around.  We can either walk toward God or 
toward the way of the world or live life without clear direction.   
 As Christians, we would always answer the question “Do you love the Lord?” with a 
strong affirmative “Yes!”  How would we answer the question “Do you choose God’s way in the 
decisions you make?”  The answers in this case would be something akin to “Well, I try to” or 
“Most of the time” or “Sometimes” or even “I hope so.”  These responses are very similar to the 
answers we would get from a “good person” who has never made a real commitment to trust the 
Lord for salvation when asked about his or her salvation.     
 For a person who is committed to the way of the world we typically see them being  
actively opposed to God and the teachings of the Bible.  They make choices that are strongly 
influenced in the direction of so-called freedom of choices which would include any and all 
behaviors that are not specifically disallowed by criminal laws.  They even work toward 
eliminating any rules that would restrict a person’s options regarding behavior.   
 What about those who are in the “wandering around” category?  The directions these take 
are typically a result of responding to the last encountered enticement.  In other words they are 
easily driven by the winds of change or the latest fads.  John described these influences as being 
related to the flesh, what we observe that is enticing, and the pride of life.   
 It may be helpful to think about the make up of humanity in terms of body, soul and 
spirit.  The body or physical part of humans is capable of experiencing pain and pleasure.  If a 
person is functioning primarily on the basis of responding to the demands of the body to avoid 
pain and experience euphoria, then that could result in excessively driven behaviors.  Some 
addictions are a result of a person being excessively driven to achieve an euphoric experience.  
There is a Greek word (epithymia) that could literally mean “with hot burning passion” that 
could refer to something beneficial or (usually) to something harmful.  We find various English 
words such as cravings, lust, and uncontrolled desires being used to convey this idea.  John 
called this the “lust” of the flesh.   
 The “lust of the eyes” is more or less related to the realm of the functions of the soul – the 
mind, emotion, and the will.  The Bible Knowledge Commentary says that this idea “points to 
man’s covetous and acquisitive nature.”  Something catches our eye that seems desirable and we 
develop a burning desire (craving, lust) to acquire whatever it is and we try to make it happen by 
whatever means would seem necessary.  We have to have the latest i-phone, the newest HD 
television, the vacation in the Caribbean or any number of things that are “in” with the “in 
crowd.”   
 The third area of the worldly aspects that John wrote about is called the “boastful pride of 
life” or the “boasting of what he has and does” or “wanting to appear important” in various Bible 
versions.  The Greek phrase used literally means “the pretensions of human life.”   The motive 
for such ostentatious behavior could be used to invoke envy or to draw attention to ourselves.   
   Being controlled by fierce desires and driven by pride are characteristics of those who 
are part of the worldly value system.  Going in that direction takes us away from attributes and 
behaviors that are characteristic of what Jesus showed us of the nature of God and the Kingdom 
of God.  We cannot move toward God and toward the way of the world at the same time.   



 Earlier we stated that our natural tendency is to defer any concerns that are related to 
important long-term consequences.  We also said that the pleasures of the world are short-term 
and temporary.  We must focus on the eternal and keep the overall, bigger picture in focus rather 
than letting ourselves be driven by the latest stimulus that we experience.  As Walvoord and 
Zuck have noted in the Bible Knowledge Commentary, “A person whose character and 
personality are shaped by obedience to God will not be affected by the passing away of the world 
and its vain desires.  It is John’s way of saying, ‘Only one life, – twill soon be past; only what’s 
done for Christ will last.’” 
 
Enemies of the Gospel – 2:18-23 
18 Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have 
appeared; from this we know that it is the last hour. 19 They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if 
they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they went out, so that it would be shown that they all are 
not of us. 20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you all know. 21 I have not written to you because 
you do not know the truth, but because you do know it, and because no lie is of the truth. 22 Who is the liar but the 
one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, the one who denies the Father and the Son. 23 Whoever 
denies the Son does not have the Father; the one who confesses the Son has the Father also.  1 John 2:18-23 
(NASB95) 
 In addition to being aware of the dangers that come from the lure of the world and its 
ways, John reminded them that those who oppose the Gospel message that salvation is found 
only in Christ Jesus posed real problems for the church both directly (from attacks) and 
indirectly (by deception).  
 What John meant by “the last hour” is uncertain as evidenced by the multitude of 
different explanations in various commentaries.  If this letter was written around A.D. 60 which 
was prior to the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70, then “the last hour” would mean the final 
years leading up to that event and the antichrists could be those who were claiming to be the 
Messiah during that time.  The term “anti” could mean “instead of” rather than meaning 
“opposed to.”   
 This interpretation would fit nicely with verse 19 considering that John stated that these 
antichrists were associated with the Apostles (us) at one time but they were not true believers as 
evidenced by their leaving and starting their own sect by claiming that Jesus of Nazareth was not 
the Messiah but they were the Messiahs.   
 This would also agree with the assertion John made that the Christians to whom he was 
writing were not going to be deceived by those false Messiahs since they had been anointed by 
Christ (the Holy One) with the Holy Spirit and they knew the truth.   
 Some Bible scholars put the time of this letter several years after the destruction of 
Jerusalem and to a time when John was the only living Apostle.  The argument follows that “the 
last hour” would be in reference to the end of the Apostolic Age which would conclude upon the 
death of John.  It may be just coincidental but toward of the end of this first century and 
following on into the second century many “isms” developed.  We have never heard of most of 
these which is a commentary on their validity.  John Gill provided a list of these that have been 
noted in history.  There were many in John’s time such as the followers of Simon Magus, the 
Menandrians, Saturnilians, Basilidians, Nicolaites, Gnostics, Carpocratians, Cerinthians, 
Ebionites, and Nazarenes.  (See this list at the end along with a brief description of each.)   
 Some see the reference to the last hour being related to the time of the end before the 
return of Christ.  It is difficult to know if John (in the first century) was convinced that the return 
of Christ was imminent.  If the end time was near then, it is really upon now - we are in the last 
minutes of the Judgment day clock.  The opposition to Christ (and Christians) is rampant.  More 



Christians have been martyred in the twentieth century than in the previous 19 centuries 
combined.  Here in the twenty first century the boldness of the spirit of antichrist is evident all 
around us.  It is even in some of those institutions that call themselves churches.  Many have 
abandoned the faith but have retained the name.  These are facades and do not have the Spirit of 
God in them.  Consequently, they are devoid of truth.  Those who have been anointed by the 
Holy Spirit know the truth and have the witness of the Spirit within their spirits.   
 The great Lie of the enemies of God is that Jesus was just a mere man but denies that He 
is God Incarnate.  The Lie denies the efficacy of the blood of Jesus and the work of the cross.  In 
denying the legitimacy of Jesus, then the person is separated from the Father and all attempts to 
reach the Father by other means will fail. 
 
Faithful to the Gospel – 2:24-27 
24 As for you, let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what you heard from the beginning abides 
in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father. 25 This is the promise which He Himself made to us: eternal 
life. 26 These things I have written to you concerning those who are trying to deceive you. 27 As for you, the 
anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need for anyone to teach you; but as His 
anointing teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you abide in Him.  1 
John 2:24-27 (NASB95) 
 Christians need to on guard against those who would attempt to introduce false teachings 
to us or to the larger congregation of believers.  If we can be convinced to follow some other 
doctrine that differs from the clearly revealed Word of God, then our influence in bringing 
Kingdom principles to bear in the world around us will be hindered.  The presence of the Holy 
Spirit (the anointing) in our lives is the key to staying on the right road in our Christian walk.  
The Holy Spirit has come to us to open up the word of God and make it clear to us.  
Consequently, we do not need some other teacher to tell us what the word of God says.  As we 
listen to and follow the Holy Spirit we will remain in Christ in our thoughts, words, and actions. 
 
Addendum: 
Simonians – Followers of Simon Magus the magician Philip encountered in Samaria.  Some say that Simon 
advocated a libertine promiscuity form of Gnosticism.  
Menandrians - Menander established a school in Antioch where he announced himself the messiah and vowed to 
defeat the angels that were keeping the world in captivity, possibly through exorcism.  He was thought to be a 
disciple of Simon Magus and his group was an offshoot of Gnosticism.    
Saturnilians - followed the doctrine of the Simonians and also claimed that the world was created by seven angels.  
Basilidians – Similar doctrines and practices of the Simonians and added that there were 365 heavens which would 
explain why there are 365 days in a year.   
Nicolaites - follows of Nicolas who was a proselyte from Anitoch who was chosen as a deacon in Acts 6:5.  
Involved in immorality such as multiple wives and eating meat sacrificed to idols.    
Gnostics – Gnostics assert that matter is inherently evil and spirit is good.  As a result of this presupposition, 
Gnostics believe anything done in the body, even the grossest sin, has no meaning because real life exists in the 
spirit realm only.  Second, Gnostics claim to possess an elevated knowledge, a “higher truth” known only to a 
certain few.  
Carpocratians  – claimed that a person much participate in the practices of demons in order to pass through the realm 
held by the Powers and Principalities to be able to reach the highest heaven.  They said that Jesus had assumed an 
intellectual soul and had come to know all these things which he then shared with others.   
Cerinthians  - taught that angels created the universe and that Jesus attainted the name of Christ by degrees.   
Ebionites – believe that Christ and the Holy Spirit were created in heaven and that Christ came to live in Adam for a 
time and then put him off.  He put him on again when he came in the flesh.  They taught that the eating of meat was 
an abomination.   
Nazarenes – believed that Jesus Christ was the Son of God, but they held to strict observance of the Old Testament 
law.     


