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LOVE AND HATE

Emotions--all of us have them.  Sometimes they make us do strange things.  We experience
a variety of emotions all through the day, as we meet different people or even as we think about
situations or people.  We can become "upset" or we can feel "happy".  Sometimes we experience
"fear" and at other times have a sense of "boldness".  Usually, our emotions cause us to DO
something that we would perhaps not normally do.  We are often encouraged to have our emotions
under control and there is certainly a good reason for this for many times our emotions might lead
us to do something foolish.  Speaking of having our emotions under control, I do not mean that we
squash and deny our emotions, but  that they be directed into constructive action.  Two of the
strongest emotions that we experience are LOVE and HATE.  We want to examine these in more
detail to see what influences these emotions and how they should be controlled.

I JOHN 3:11-13  Since God is Love and we are His children, then it just makes sense that
we should be practicing the kind of self-sacrificing love that we know to be characteristic of God.
In fact, if this is part of our new nature, then we ought to function naturally out of a motivation of
love for each other.  We are in a process of being transformed into the likeness of Jesus Christ and
since we have not arrived at His perfection, we will find that the ways of the world and the ways of
the devil will sometimes influence us.  When this happens we find that the motivation for our action
and our actions are less than pure.  However, we know that God's purpose for us is to be conformed
to the image of Jesus and, therefore, we must be diligent in purging these contrary influences from
our lives.  When we do this, then our actions and our attitudes take on another characteristic of God
and that is righteousness.

It is somewhat surprising that living right brings on a negative and sometimes hostile response
from the world and those that are part of that system.  John used the example of Cain and Abel.  Cain
killed Abel because Abel's work (offering to God) was acceptable (righteous) and his works were not
acceptable.  I guess he thought he would eliminate the measure of comparison that he could see.  You
find even today that people who do things they know to be wrong will try to influence you to get
involved in it also because it helps ease the guilt.  Somehow the thinking is that  if everyone is doing
it, then it must be OK.  Then they find someone who is not doing it and the tendency  is to corrupt
or eliminate this person who is bringing conviction.  Today we don't usually murder the person to
eliminate them, we are much too sophisticated for that.  We realize that it is only necessary to
eliminate the influence of that person.  How does this work?  Ridicule,  put downs, making the
"good" person the butt of every joke, making them seem foolish:  these are effective in discrediting
the Christian.  When we see where the unrighteous are coming from, then we should not be too
surprised by their attitudes and  actions toward dedicated Christians.

I JOHN 3:14-15  Billy Sunday is quoted as saying that going into a church does not make
you a Christian  any more than going into a garage makes you a car.  Many people think that the
evidence they have been born again is that they are members of a church or that they attend church
meetings.  Before a person comes to Jesus Christ for salvation, he is under sentence of death and his
spirit is dead.  The new birth (being born again) is an actual event in which the Spirit of God put His
life (eternal life) into our spirits.  We know that God is Love and therefore the life of God in us will
cause love to be the natural (maybe supernatural) direction of our lives.  If we do not have love for
others as a basic direction of our lives, then we are  not bearing the kind of fruit that is evidence of
eternal life. 
Some people may say that we don't need any kind of measure to know that we are saved.  They
would argue that they have faith and that is all that is required.  That maybe true, but listen to what
John says about how we know that God loves us.

I JOHN 3:16-17  How do we know that God loves us?  We often quote John 3:16 to answer
such a question.  Why can't we just believe that God loves us without any demonstration of that love?
Love without action is useless or as James might put it: Faith without works is dead.  Jesus
demonstrated God's love for us and in doing so, He set the example for us to follow to demonstrate
love for others.  Carried to the ultimate, we are talking about actually dying for someone else.  It is



very rare that any of us will be called upon to do this; however, there are other ways to demonstrate
love without having to go that far.  Using what we have to help those in need is a situation that we
can respond to about everyday.  John asks the question:  "How can we say that God's love is in us
if we do not show compassion toward others?"

I JOHN 3:18-24  Love is more than a sentimental feeling, it is more than words.  Our actions
are important; however, we need to be careful that we do not fool ourselves by actions that are taken
for the wrong reasons.  If we are doing things for others for the purpose of making ourselves look
good, then we are not  operating according to "truth".  On the other hand, we don't need to be so
hard on ourselves that  we have such a sense of guilt in our lives that we become ineffective in doing
things to help others.  I have talked with people who had such a low opinion of themselves that they
would not accept that even God could love them.  Such attitudes cause us to be ineffective for the
Kingdom of  God because they make us do nothing because we have no confidence that God will
work through us.  If we can  get away from such condemnation then it frees us to accomplish great
things for God.  If we would just believe that "there is, therefore, now no condemnation to those who
are in Christ Jesus, for the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set us free from the law of sin
and death," then we would be asking God to work through us according to His will.  God has already
promised that if we ask anything according to His will that it is as good as answered.  God is glad to
do this for those that keep His commandments.  The Jews had hundreds of commandments and it was
nearly impossible to keep up with all of them.  What God requires of us can be stated quite simply:
First we should put our trust and confidence in Jesus and His completed work and second that we
should love each other.  Pretty easy to understand but not so easy to implement.  We forget to put
complete confidence in Jesus and try to do things in our own strength and we tend to think about self
more than about others.  As we let Christ have control of our lives then these things will come more
naturally and we can have the assurance that Jesus really does live in our hearts.


