
ENCOURAGEMENT
3 John

How many times have you heard a good word or compliment about another person and
did not pass it on to the person?  It happens all the time and when we fail to do this, we miss a
great opportunity to encourage someone.  As it turns out, all of us need a word of encouragement
every now and then.  We may be “plugging away” every day, doing the right thing and it seems
that no one ever notices.  Feedback is very important and we need to look for situations in which
we can encourage another person.  

I’m not suggesting that we ought to just make up something, but when we do notice that
someone does a good job or is gracious or is generous or just does the “right” thing, then we need
to pass on encouraging words to reinforce what was done.  

The first eight verse of the Third Letter of John is an excellent example of someone in a
position of authority taking time to write a note of encouragement to someone he knew.  

1 The elder to the beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth. 2 Beloved, I pray that in all respects you may prosper and be
in good health, just as your soul prospers. 3 For I was very glad when brethren came and testified to your truth, that
is, how you are walking in truth. 4 I have no greater joy than this, to hear of my children walking in the truth. 5

Beloved, you are acting faithfully in whatever you accomplish for the brethren, and especially when they are
strangers; 6 and they have testified to your love before the church. You will do well to send them on their way in a
manner worthy of God. 7 For they went out for the sake of the Name, accepting nothing from the Gentiles. 8

Therefore we ought to support such men, so that we may be fellow workers with the truth.  3 John 1-8 (NASB95)
In the greeting of this letter we have the writer and the reader identified.  John simply calls

himself “the elder” and that was equivalent of what we would call “pastor” today.  The greeting is
followed by a short prayer for the well-being of the person to whom the letter is sent.  I have
heard teaching that this prayer is proof that God wants us to prosper financially and to have good
physical health to the same extent that we are prospering and healthy in our souls.  That’s a good
thought and we would welcome such a blessing in our lives.  

Gaius was apparently the subject of a conversation or testimony that John had heard from
some people who were acquainted with Gaius.  They were very complimentary of Gaius’ witness
and the way he conducted his life.  John was not going to let such an opportunity go unused when
just passing along the fact that people spoke well of Gaius could do so much to encourage and
strengthen him.  

A lesson to be learned from this letter is that people do talk about others and they will
share what is going on.  It may seem to us (in today’s environment) that much of what most
people talk about is negative rather than positive.  We should work diligently to make a difference
by looking for and talking about the positive things we know about.  

It is worth noting that John used this occasion to encourage Gaius to continue to do the
right thing by helping the people who were traveling and would be coming to where Gaius was
located.  His exhortation was to send them on their way in a manner that was worthy of God.    

Gaius may have been a leader in a church that had been visited by some traveling
preachers (evangelists).  The encouragement from John may have been intended for both Gaius
and those in the church.  John also shared a concern with Gaius about another person in the area
who had not been very helpful.  

9 I wrote something to the church; but Diotrephes, who loves to be first among them, does not accept what we say.
10 For this reason, if I come, I will call attention to his deeds which he does, unjustly accusing us with wicked



words; and not satisfied with this, he himself does not receive the brethren, either, and he forbids those who desire
to do so and puts them out of the church.  3 John 9-10 (NASB95)

Diotrephes had apparently shown bad behavior toward the evangelists who had brought
the good report about Gaius.  Diotrephes was like so many people, he was proud and that sin
showed up as arrogance.  The likely reason why John included this in his letter to Gaius was to
use such behavior as an example to avoid.  

11 Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good. The one who does good is of God; the one who does evil
has not seen God. 12 Demetrius has received a good testimony from everyone, and from the truth itself; and we add
our testimony, and you know that our testimony is true.  3 John 11-12 (NASB95)

Just in case the positive reinforcement of the compliment of the good report was not
enough, John proceeded to be very specific - do not imitate bad behavior!  Sometimes we should
use a bad example to get the message across of what to avoid.  John then provided one final bit of
advice by giving a good example of Demetrius.  

John was using all the persuasion he could muster to encourage Gaius to continue doing
the right thing.  We should always be encouraging one another in this same way.  

13 I had many things to write to you, but I am not willing to write them to you with pen and ink; 14 but I hope to see
you shortly, and we will speak face to face. 15 Peace be to you. The friends greet you. Greet the friends by name.  3
John 13-15 (NASB95)

This closing was similar to that used in John’s second letter. 


