
CHRISTMAS - A HOLY DAY
Luke 1:26-56

Many Old Testament scriptures are related to the coming of the Messiah. In verse 6 of
Chapter 9, Isaiah wrote, For unto us a Child is born, to us a Son is given. If we jump ahead some 800
years, to the time when that Child was to be born, we come to a land that no longer flowed with milk
and honey, to a land where many people worked hard to earn a meager existence. We come to a time
that had an uncertain peace, where the known world was under the control of Rome and human life
was of little value unless you were a Roman. We can make our way to a small town about 15 miles
due west of the southern tip of the Sea of Galilee, its name is Nazareth. Its a typical country town,
with typical people with all the typical things happening in it. Well, not quite! In fact, there is
something very strange going on. Lets read about it in Lukes account.

The Announcement
Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to
a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.  And having come in, the angel said
to her, "Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women!" But when she saw him, she
was troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of greeting this was.  Then the angel said to her, "Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.  "And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son,
and shall call His name JESUS. (Luke 1:26-31)
The phrase “in the sixth month” refers to another significant event  Luke recorded earlier in

this first chapter. Six months earlier Zachariah, the father of John the Baptist had a visit from Gabriel.
He was told  he and his wife Elisabeth would have a son in their old age. Since Elisabeth was past
child-bearing age this was an exceptional but not unique situation. It had happened to others (Sarah
the wife of Abraham and Hannah, Samuels mother). But, what was to happen to Mary was unique,
it had never happened to anyone before and it was to never happen again.

It is certainly not an everyday occurrence for people to be visited by an angel. However, the
events surrounding the birth of Jesus were so significant  they could not be left to chance. These visits
of the angel Gabriel to Zachariah and Mary were for the purpose of communicating to them their
involvement in the most significant happening since the creation.  Sometimes we get so busy with the
routine things of life  we fail to listen when God has a message for us. However, when Gabriel came
to Mary, there was no way  she was going to fail to listen. He had her complete attention.

Mary was a teenager, a young woman. She was looking forward to her marriage to Joseph,
the carpenter. They were engaged, and in those days, engagements were binding commitments. Even
though the marriage was not consummated during the engagement period, to undo this commitment
was like getting a divorce. Luke was careful to point out that Mary was a virgin.  This reference
supports the prophecy in Isaiah 7:14  (Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son and shall call his
name Immanuel.)  There is great significance (beyond the obvious) of the virgin birth.  Consider the
fact that mankind was enslaved to this world system whose ruler is Satan. When Adam choose to
obey Satan rather than God, he lost his dominion over creation in the same way that the possessions
of a slave become the property of the slave-owner. All the children of the slave become the property
of the slave-owner and slaves nor their children have any rights – they are property.  If Jesus had been
born of the seed of Adam, then He too would have been subject to Satan.  However, being born of
the Holy Spirit, He was of a different origin and, additionally, if He refused to serve Satan (that is,
commit sin), then He would not be under the penalty of sin not the dominion of Satan. Consequently,
His virgin birth and sinless life are two very important principles.  If Jesus was born of a virgin, then



He could not be of the seed of Adam.  
Both Mary and Joseph traced their ancestry back to David. The promises  God made to David

concerning his kingdom and reign will one day find fulfillment in this Child of Mary. Of earthly
lineage, He is heir to the throne of Israel.   Of spiritual lineage, He is heir to the throne of the
universe.

Turning to the announcement Gabriel made to Mary, he said, “Hail, thou that are highly
favored, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women.” Gods grace had been bestowed
upon Mary in that she had been selected (chosen) to bear the Son of God.  The grace is there because
God is there. Gabriel said “the Lord is with thee.” I wonder if we, today, realize how highly favored
we are in that God has chosen to be with us through His Holy Spirit.  Truly, blessed are we among
all people, if we know the Lord.

You can imagine  Mary was frightened and confused by this greeting. Just seeing an angel
could be pretty upsetting. Im sure she wondered, “who is this and what does this mean?” Gabriel
told her to not be afraid.  Almost every appearance. of angels recorded in the Bible, we see a word
of reassurance to not be afraid. When we get close to the spiritual world and make contact in such
a manner as is described here, then the element of the unknown and our own lack of power work
together to produce fear. If fear has its way, then we are reluctant to step out in faith to experience
all  God has for us in Christ Jesus in our Christian walk.  Consequently, many Christians are living
in spiritual poverty though they are heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ. “Fear not,” he said, “you
have found favor with God.” What a message!

How was this favor to manifest itself?  Mary was told  she was to become pregnant and have
a son whom she was to name, Jesus.  So far, this all sounds fairly reasonable to Mary. After all, she
was planning to marry Joseph and they would want to have children and every Jewish family wanted
sons and Jesus was not an uncommon name in that area.

But the angel did not stop there, he had something else to say.
"He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father
David.  "And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end." (Luke 1:32-33)
This baby that Mary was told about was NOT going to be an ordinary person. He was going

to be a great person. What is involved in being a great person?  Perhaps we can learn from what this
great Person taught.  Remember Jesus taught His disciples that if any would be great among them
they should be the servant of all. Even today, we recognize true greatness by this measure:  there are
the Mother Teresas, the Albert Schweitzers, there are those in our community whom you know of
who would qualify for greatness. Jesus was to be great for another reason and that was simply
because of Who He is: “Son of the Highest” identifies this person with the Lord God of the universe,
the Creator of heaven and earth.  Greatness is also inherent in His commission to reign as King over
the house of Jacob.  He will be a King from the lineage of David.  Ever since David was king, every
other king was compared to David and none of them measured up to David.  In this coming king, He
will surpass anything David even dreamed of accomplishing. His Kingdom will never ever end.

The Question
By this time, Mary has figured out  the angel is not talking about a normal course of events.

This is not something that is to “just happens” after she and Joseph have been married awhile.
Something special was going to take place. Mary was apparently pretty calm, at least she was
thinking straight enough to ask a very important question.  Lets look at her question and the answer
the angel gave.

Then Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I do not know a man?"  And the angel answered and said to her,



"The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One
who is to be born will be called the Son of God.  "Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a son in her
old age; and this is now the sixth month for her who was called barren.  "For with God nothing will be impossible." 
(Luke 1:34-37)
Marys question of “How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?” is her own testimony to

the fact that she was a virgin.  Gabriels answer attributed the means of accomplishing this miraculous
event to the Holy Spirit. The Spirit of God is the agent for action. Because Gods Spirit was the
Initiator and Source of the life of this holy person that was to be born, he would be called the Son of
God.  Previously, Gabriel said He would be called the Son of the Highest. Additional names for this
Child are mentioned in Isaiah.  There are four titles in Isaiah 9:6: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Prince of Peace, and Everlasting Father. If we add to these names to the titles the angel gave, Son
of God and Son of the Highest, and consider the name Jesus literally means “Jehovah is salvation”,
then we have a good word picture of this Miracle Child.

We can look back on the earthly ministry of Jesus and see how He lived up to those titles. [Wonderful
Counselor]  If we study the Sermon on the Mount, we see  it is a textbook of counseling material.  Many
people today spend great sums of their resources going to counselors to get help for themselves to straighten
out their lives.  In many cases the problems they are experiencing would disappear if they would apply the
counsel of Jesus as given in the Sermon on the Mount. [Mighty God]  When we examine the miracles and
mighty works  Jesus did, we conclude that the might and power of God was with Him. [Everlasting Father]
Taking His own testimony of “I and My Father are One,” we see  He not only had the power of God, He was,
in fact, God Himself. [Son of God] If we realize that the term “son” can mean “another expression of the same
person,” then we can pick up another name from the 7th chapter of Isaiah, Immanuel, which literally means
“God with us.” As we apply these titles to Jesus, we see, even though we have difficulty understanding it,  not
only is He the Son of God, He is God Himself, come in the flesh.  

The title Prince of Peace finds application in at least two dimensions. First, we obtain “peace with
God” through the work of the cross which Jesus came to accomplish. Because of mans sinful nature he was
at odds with God. There was separation between God and man.  Man did not and does not have the ability
to bridge the gap; therefore, God took the action to close that gap to make us “at one” with Him.  This is peace
with God.  This action is a demonstration of the meaning of the name Jesus, “Jehovah is salvation.” You may
remember that an angel later made a visit to Joseph in a dream and told him, “You shall call His name Jesus,
for it is He who will save His people from their sins.” Once we have experienced this peace with God and
accept His Lordship in our lives, we then have the freedom to practice the principles of the Kingdom of God.
Living out our salvation in the everydayness of life then will bring to us a condition of inner peace which
spills over into our relationships with others. This aspect is what I believe is meant by the term “peace of
God.” This is the second dimension of this title Prince of Peace that works to bless us who have the Lord Jesus
in our lives. [Son of the Highest] In His resurrection from death, Jesus was shown to be Lord of all things.
[Jehovah is Salvation] The work of the Cross was the means by which He brought salvation to mankind.  
Gabriel had more news for Mary and that concerned the extraordinary thing that had happen

to Zachariah and Elisabeth. This was of significance as related to the news  Mary had just received
about herself.  It communicated to Mary that what was happening to her was a part of a series of
events of cosmic significance.  I think God realized there would be those who would try to discount
the ministry of both John the Baptist and Jesus as being nothing out of the ordinary, so He chose to
do the impossible from mans point of view. A barren woman past the age of child bearing having a
child and then a virgin having a child. If one impossibility was not enough to convince them, then
perhaps two would work. With God nothing is impossible.

The Acceptance
Then Mary said, "Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your word." And the angel departed
from her.  (Luke 1:38)
Marys response is beautiful. It was total and complete surrender. When she called herself a



“hand maid” she was using the term that meant a “female slave”. In that society, the owner of the
slave had complete authority over the slave. Mary was willing to be that surrendered to God.

God wants each of us to have that kind of devotion and commitment to Him. As we surrender
to Him in the same attitude that Mary did, we will find that what happened to Mary in the physical
will happen to us in the spiritual.  Physically, Christ was conceived and grew in her. Spiritually, Christ
is conceived in us by the Holy Spirit when we experience being born from above.

The Confirmation (Luke 1:39-45)
The news of Elizabeth’s condition was apparently reason enough for Mary to make the 80

mile trip to the hill country to confirm what she had been told.  Put yourself in Mary’s shoes - she had
just experienced something that was totally out of the ordinary.  She had been given information
regarding Elizabeth that could be checked out.  If something like this had happened to any of us we
would have been on the phone or sending an email to check it out.  Mary did not have that as an
option.

When Mary arrived at the home of John and Elizabeth, there were several confirmations of
what the angel Gabriel had told her.  First of all, it would have been obvious that Elizabeth was
pregnant.  On top of that, the greeting that Elizabeth gave her in referring to Mary as “the mother of
my Lord” and calling her blessed was strong confirmation.  This had to be a powerful moment for
both women.  Luke tells us that the Spirit of the Lord filled Elizabeth at the moment Mary came into
her presence and that the baby leaped within her.  We should not be surprised that inspired words
came from Mary at that moment.  

The Celebration
46 And Mary said: “My soul exalts the Lord, 47 And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior. 48 “For He has had regard
for the humble state of His bondslave; For behold, from this time on all generations will count me blessed. 49 “For the
Mighty One has done great things for me; And holy is His name. 50 “AND HIS MERCY IS UPON GENERATION AFTER
GENERATION TOWARD THOSE WHO FEAR HIM. 51 “He has done mighty deeds with His arm; He has scattered those who
were proud in the thoughts of their heart. 52 “He has brought down rulers from their thrones, And has exalted those who
were humble. 53 “HE HAS FILLED THE HUNGRY WITH GOOD THINGS; And sent away the rich empty-handed. 54 “He has
given help to Israel His servant, In remembrance of His mercy, 55 As He spoke to our fathers, To Abraham and his
descendants forever.” 56 And Mary stayed with her about three months, and then returned to her home.  Luke 1:46-56
(NASB95)

Warren Wiersbe observed:   “Mary’s song of praise is called “The Magnificat” (from the Latin
word for “magnify.”)  Mary knew the Scriptures, for there are at least fifteen Old Testament
quotations or allusions in her song. (See 1 Sam. 2:1-10.) She praises God and eight times tells us
what God has done (“He has . . . ,” NKJV). Note that Mary acknowledged God as her Savior (v. 47),
which indicates that she had trusted the Lord for her own salvation. She praised God for what He did
for her (vv. 46-49), for all who fear Him (vv. 50-53), and for His people Israel (vv. 54-56).”

Let’s look at these “He has . . .” notations and see if these apply to us in our situation.
! He has done great things for me - The Messiah was to be conceived in her.  This has direct

application for us in that it is parallel to the new birth in us.  
! He has done mighty deeds with His arm - This speaks of the personal involvement of God in

the salvation process.  For us we can know that God (the Father) choose us, God (the Son)
died for us, and God (the Holy Spirit) drew us unto Himself that we might be saved.

! He has scattered the proud - This is likely related to those who think they can save themselves
by their good works.  God has brought to nothing all the efforts of those who rely on their
own strength.  We can enter into His salvation only by humbling ourselves to accept His free



grace.
! He has brought down rulers - There are many things that rule in our hearts and we find that

we are without the means to escape from the influence of the world, the flesh and the devil
without help that comes from God.  A slave cannot redeem himself and it was only by the
work of the Cross that the power of the devil has been broken.

! He has exalted humble - God chooses to use those whom the world rejects to accomplish His
purposes.  We saw this in the life of David and we see this in Mary.  Not of us have any
excuse of our own inadequacy for not being used by God.  

! He has filled the hungry with good things - The key word here is “hungry.”  Those who are
fully satisfied will not be seeking help from the Lord.  Those who hunger and thirst after
righteousness will be filled.  

! He has sent away the rich empty-handed - This reference is not to those who are rich in
material things but to those who consider themselves to be rich in their own righteousness.
The self-righteous do not see a need for God’s righteousness.   

! He has given help to Israel - “Meaning, not the natural posterity of Jacob, or Israel in general,
but the elect of God among them; for all were not Israel, who were of Israel; and not them
only, but also the chosen ones among the Gentiles; who, with the former, make up the whole
Israel of God, in a spiritual and mystical sense: these are the Israel, God has chosen,
redeemed, and calls by his grace, and are here styled his "servant," as Israel is frequently
called, #Isa 41:8, 44:21.” (Quoted from John Gill.)  


