
ANTICIPATED 

Luke 2:25-38  

 

 There are a lot of “anticipations” happening every year around Christmas time.  We 

typically express our feelings with regard to these anticipations with words such as “I am really 

looking forward to this or that.”  Whether the “this or that” which we anticipate is the family 

getting together, delicious food, gifts that we give or receive, or just the general good feeling of a 

time of celebration, we find ourselves expectantly “looking forward.”  So, what happens when 

Christmas has come and gone?  What else are we looking forward to and what is the time frame 

of our focus?    

 In the situation involving the birth of Jesus, Mary and Joseph had a variety of 

anticipations that demanded some degree of urgency such as the arrival of the time for Mary first 

child to be born.  We also saw in the account of the shepherds to whom the birth of the Savior 

was announce that they had a new anticipation of finding the baby that was lying in a manger.  

We remember the story of the anticipation of the Magi from the east who anticipated finding the 

newborn king of the Jews whose birth had been foretold by the prophets and had been confirmed 

by the alignment of the planets and star which they studied.   

 Most people had little or no anticipation of this occurrence and they were not actively 

looking forward to this significantly important event that happened in Bethlehem.  Luke’s 

account of the events associated with the birth of the Savior highlighted two people whose lives 

were impacted by things they anticipated and what they sensed to be important with regard to 

this unfolding of God’s plan of salvation.    

 Several weeks after the birth of Jesus, Mary and Joseph took Him to the Temple in 

Jerusalem where they carried out their obligations regarding making offerings according to the 

Law.  One of the requirements was that on the fortieth day following a birth, the mother was to 

offer a purification sacrifice.  Since Mary and Joseph had limited financial resources, they were 

allowed to offer a pair of doves rather than a lamb for the sacrifice.  It is somewhat ironic that 

this family could not afford to purchase an unblemished lamb for a purity sacrifice but they were 

holding in their arms the spotless Lamb of God Who would take away the sin of all who would 

place their trust in Him.  This Child was the fulfillment of the promise to which the religious 

sacrificial system pointed.  While they were there in Jerusalem at the Temple, a couple of 

unusual incidents happened.  

 

Anticipated – 2:25-27 
25 And there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was righteous and devout, looking for 

the consolation of Israel; and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit 

that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple; and 

when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to carry out for Him the custom of the Law,  Luke 2:25–27 (NASB95) 

 Simeon was an unusual person in that he had a sense of what life is really all about.  He 

had a consciousness of God (the Holy Spirit was upon him) and man’s relationship to God.  

Simeon is described as being just and devout.  Simeon was not only in right relationship to God 

in the inner self but also in his actions.  If our consciousness of God does not result in holy 

living, then we (and those with whom we interact) are missing the benefits and blessings of 

Godly influence in our lives.  We clearly see that Simeon was anticipating the arrival of the 

Messiah which Luke called the “consolation of Israel.”   

 We realize that Simeon was not typical of those living in Israel, we can find some 

similarities to what is possible for those who benefit from the blessings of embracing this 



“consolation.”  Each Christian has been justified by what Jesus did for us; that is, we have been 

made “right with God” in the inner man.  What we do with our “justified self” after that will 

either confirm or deny what has happened to us by faith.  I think that it is by our actions that we 

either confess or deny Christ and it is not so much a formal declaration that we make when we 

“make a decision for Christ.”  Remember that Jesus taught that we must both hear and do the 

will of God.  It is not enough to know and accept it as the truth, we must also act on it.  

 God had blessed this man with His own presence and God had promised Simeon that he 

would be able to see the Messiah before he died.  For a person who loves the Lord and longs to 

do His will, the fulfillment of such a promise would bring true joy and a cause for celebration.  

This anticipation impacted Simeon’s life and because he realized the importance of what God 

was going to do, it kept him close to God. 

 Since Simeon was close to God, it was possible for God to lead him.  Many times 

Christians will comment that they wish that God would lead them in clearer ways.  It may be that 

we need to move closer to God so that we can hear and see better.  Luke related that Simeon 

came by the spirit into the temple.  In other words, God led him there on that special day at that 

particular hour. Additionally, I believe that Simeon knew that God was leading him to be there.  

I’ve often wondered if most of us simply fail to recognize when God is leading us to do 

something.  Too many times, I have ignored an idea that I should do something and then (some 

time later) realized that the opportunity to help someone had been missed.  It works out a lot 

better if we actually follow what God leads us to do.   

 

Recognized – 2:28-35 
28 then he took Him into his arms, and blessed God, and said, 29 “Now Lord, You are releasing Your bond-servant to 

depart in peace, According to Your word; 30 For my eyes have seen Your salvation, 31 Which You have prepared in 

the presence of all peoples, 32 A LIGHT OF REVELATION TO THE GENTILES, And the glory of Your people Israel.” 33 

And His father and mother were amazed at the things which were being said about Him. 34 And Simeon blessed 

them and said to Mary His mother, “Behold, this Child is appointed for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and for a 

sign to be opposed— 35 and a sword will pierce even your own soul—to the end that thoughts from many hearts may 

be revealed.”  Luke 2:28–35 (NASB95) 

 When Simeon saw the young couple with the Baby, he then knew why the Lord had led 

him to the temple that day.  He went to Mary and Joseph and asked to hold the Child.  He must 

have been trembling with excitement to realize that the promise that God had made to him was, 

at that very moment, being fulfilled.  Simeon spontaneously started praying (talking to God) 

because with him it was a natural thing to do.  Praising God was part of Simeon’s lifestyle and 

speech pattern.  Knowing that this event fulfilled the promise that God had made to him, he was 

ready to depart this world.  Notice that apparently part of God's promise to this godly man was 

that he would die in peace.  That is truly a blessing. If you have ever lost a loved one, you know 

that to “depart in peace” is far better.  

 Simeon recognized this little Baby as the salvation that God had promised His people 

Israel and the Gentiles.  It appears that Simeon quoted part of Isaiah 42:6 and 49:6 in his 

reference to this child being a “light to the Gentiles.”  Notice that the “salvation” of the world 

was in a Person.  We tend to think that it is in programs or ritual or something that we do.  

Apparently, Simeon had no problem with the concept of Gentiles participating in God’s 

salvation.  He was really different from most Jews of his day and that difference came about 

because he was so close to God.  

 The second part of verse 32 emphasized what this Person would mean for (or to) God’s 

people – “the glory of Your people.”  The meaning of “glory” in the Old Testament was related 

to the idea of “weight” or “heaviness.”  In our current way of expressing things, we might call 



this the “really true importance” of something or someone.  It might even be related to the 

“honor or worthiness” of the subject.  In the New Testament the Greek word for “glory” is doxa 

which expands the possibilities to include concepts of majesty, splendor, beauty, dignity, and 

brightness.  While there were a few people during the time of the Messiah’s physical, earthly 

ministry that caught a glimpse of and recognized Jesus in a “glorious” perspective, it was after 

the Resurrection that many caught the vision and recognized Jesus as God incarnate.  Those who 

did were those who were identified as “believers” and are members of the “church.”    

 As Mary and Joseph looked and listened to yet another confirmation that this Child was 

very special, Simeon changed from praising God to blessing Mary and Joseph.  The specific 

blessing is not given in the text of Luke’s record.  It could have been something as simple as 

noting and mentioning to them that God’s favor was upon them as evidenced by the fact that 

they had been chosen by God and been giving the opportunity to serve God in a most significant 

way to be the earthly parents of the Incarnate God.   

 Following the blessing, Simeon prophesied regarding the impact this opportunity and 

responsibility would have on Mary and on many others.  The Child was “set for the fall and 

rising of many in Israel.”  Jesus’ purpose was to confront Israel with a choice as to their spiritual 

condition and future.  The child’s coming would lead to judgment as well as salvation, for people 

would be revealed as they really were in their hearts.  Jesus impacted many people in Israel and 

people made choices as to whether they would accept or reject Him.  Many who rejected Him 

(and that was the majority) lost out on God’s purpose and promise for His chosen people.  The 

few who accepted Him rose up out of the moral depression that had gripped the nation of Israel.  

Part of Simeon’s prophecy pointed to the Cross and the opposition, denial and rejection that 

happen in that time.  Simeon spoke directly to Mary and told he about the sorrow, grief and pain 

that she would experience as God’s purpose in the Incarnation was fulfilled.  Joseph may have 

wondered why Simeon did not address his comments to him also.  Some have speculated that 

Joseph did not live long enough to experience the events that happened three decades later.  The 

scripture does not give any record of what happened to him; however, as far as we know from 

the Biblical record Joseph was not mentioned in connection with the adult life of Jesus.  

 

Shared – 2:36-38   
36 And there was a prophetess, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years and 

had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She 

never left the temple, serving night and day with fastings and prayers. 38 At that very moment she came up and 

began giving thanks to God, and continued to speak of Him to all those who were looking for the redemption of 

Jerusalem.  Luke 2:36–38 (NASB95) 

 As if additional confirmation was needed, God sent another person to speak to Mary and 

Joseph.  Anna was an 84-year-old widow who lived in the temple area.  She was a prophetess 

who devoted her life to God. Her days were spent in fasting and praying and Luke tells us that in 

doing this she served God.  Sometimes we tend to overlook the power of prayer and that God 

uses the prayers of His people.  Even if we can’t get out and do something, we can certainly pray 

that God’s purpose will be accomplished in specific situations.   

 It seems more than just coincidental that Anna arrived at the place where Simeon was 

testifying about the Messiah.  Whether she heard what Simeon was saying or if she 

independently recognized the Child as the promised Messiah cannot be known.  What we do 

know is that she believed this was the One and her testimony was a confirmation of the words 

spoken by Simeon.     

 Apparently, Anna announced to those people in the temple area that this Child was the 



Messiah.  We should learn from such devoted people as Simeon and Anna.  We should look for 

the Lord Christ and be alert to His presence, we should praise Him from His salvation and we 

should share this Good News that He is here with those that we encounter.  Life then becomes 

celebrative and our overflow of joy will become evident to others. 

 We might ask and examine whether the “anticipations” in our own lives and how these 

things to which we look forward impact what we actually do in our immediate future and later.  

Most of us have an anticipation of Heaven and we have confidence that we will experience this 

eternal state.  In the “less distant” future we look with anticipation to the return or Christ.  These 

spiritual concerns do have some impact on our lives.  What about tomorrow or even next week?  

Do the things to which we look forward involve only the physical life concerns or do we find any 

spiritual components in these anticipations.  Both Simeon and Anna had such spiritual concerns 

and these impacts what they routinely did.  It is possible (in the secular world environment in 

which we find ourselves) that these secular distractions can rob us of the blessedness of 

continually interacting with God in our lives.    


