
ACCEPT OTHERS 
Luke 4:31-37; 5:12-16 

 
 There has been a lot of emphasis in the past several decades on ridding our society of 
prejudice and becoming more accepting of others who are not like us.  There are a lot of things 
that can be identified as differences and perhaps a natural tendency is to separate ourselves from 
those who are different for whatever the reason.  Three major categories come to mind when 
thinking about what makes us different from others.  These would be what we believe, what we 
do and our appearance.  Since “what we do” is greatly influenced by what we believe, we may 
only have two categories that need to be considered and since it is not always obvious as to what 
a person believes, and then we could just consider behavior and appearance.   
 When it comes to behavior and appearance, it is possible to break these down into those 
things that are a result of choices made and things beyond a person’s control.  We could probably 
have a good debate as to whether we should take a different approach in dealing with people who 
have poor behavior or poor appearance (admitting that the use of the word “poor” may have 
some prejudicial influence) as a result of choice or not.  I tend to be less tolerant of bad behavior 
and bad appearance that are a result of poor choices and find myself wanting to help those who 
have behavior and appearance issues that are beyond their control. 
 There are many situations that we encounter where we feel helpless to do anything.  We 
would like to do something but just do not have the means to do the job.  In many other cases, 
we just don't know what to do.  Caring enough to see a need is a good first step in such 
situations.  We have human compassion that is taught to us by our parents and others who 
influenced us as we were growing up.  However, a lot of time we fail to recognize when and 
where there is a need.  This is when we need a perception that goes beyond ourselves.  We need 
a perception that flow out of the “love of God that is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
Spirit.”  There is a popular song that talks about seeing the world around us through our 
Heavenly Father's eyes.  Well, when we have the Father's love in our hearts, then we will be able 
to see through our Father's eyes. 
 Even after we have seen the need and really want to help, we still need resources beyond 
our own ability in order to do anything of truly lasting benefit.  When we realize the meaning of 
Paul's words “For it is God Who works in you, both to will and to do of His good pleasure,” then 
we can recognize that we need to look to Jesus to work through us to provide the care for those 
in need. We can see from His earthly ministry the kind of care that He provided then and He will 
provide now (Jesus Christ the same yesterday, today and forever) as He lives His life and 
continues His ministry in us.  After all, didn't Paul say, “I have been crucified with Christ, yet I 
live,  nevertheless, it is not I who lives, but Christ Who lives in me.  The life I live in the flesh, I 
live by the faith of the Son of God.”  We can see from the writing of Luke some of the things to 
which Jesus ministered. 
 
Recognizing the Cause of Problems –  4:31-34 
31 And He came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and He was teaching them on the Sabbath; 32 and they were 
amazed at His teaching, for His message was with authority. 33 In the synagogue there was a man possessed by the 
spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out with a loud voice, 34 “Let us alone! What business do we have with each 
other, Jesus of Nazareth? Have You come to destroy us? I know who You are—the Holy One of God!”  Luke 4:31-
34 (NASB95) 
 Recently in the news was a story about an airline attendant who was ranting and raving 
about something bad was going to happen to the airplane and made references to the 9-11 



tragedy.  She had to be restrained.  Turned out that she was bipolar and had neglected to take her 
medication.  Scary stuff!  Before the cause of the problem was identified, people around her did 
not know if they were in danger, or how to defend themselves, or what to do to help her.  You 
have probably read stories about people with chronic health problems who were being treated for 
a serious disease and it simply turned out that they were allergic to wheat or something else.     
 So much of what we do in our current culture is to work on the symptoms and not look 
for the root cause of what produces the result we see.  It is like having a loud grinding noise 
coming from your car and all you do is turn up the radio to drown out the noise.  A person with 
chronic bad breath might be tempted to cover up the problem with breath mints rather than 
determine if there is an ongoing health issue that is the cause.   
 We see people who behave in strange and sometimes annoying ways and the solution 
may simply be to avoid being around them or attempt to make them just be quiet and go away.  
Can you image what would happen in a Sunday morning worship service in which a stranger 
came into the sanctuary and started railing against the church, its members, or the pastor?  Scary 
stuff!  It is something that you cannot just ignore.  What would be done?  A better question is 
“what should be done?”   
 Things like this have happened in churches and we sometimes think that it is just part of 
the crazy culture in which we live.  Unfortunately, things like this have been around for a long 
time.  Even Jesus encountered an incident like this in one of the synagogue in Capernaum.   
 After the dangerous incident He encountered in Nazareth in which the people took 
offense to His teaching, He returned to Capernaum and taught there on the Sabbath.  This was 
near the same time when He called His disciples.  
 The synagogues were places where the Jews gathered to study, worship and pray.  It was 
common place that the reading of scriptures and teaching was done by someone other than a 
priest.  Visiting rabbis or teachers were invited to speak and Jesus did so on this occasion. People 
recognized that His teaching was different from that of the ordinary Bible teachers who based 
what they taught on the historic traditions.  However, Jesus did not rely on what everybody else 
thought or simply passed on, but gave fresh insight into the Old Testament Scriptures.  One of 
the phrases He used (as recorded by Matthew) was “You have heard it said of old, but I say unto 
you.”  In other words, He taught in a way that gave evidence that He knew what he was talking 
about.  I guess that is what teaching “with authority” is all about. When He taught, it was 
completely evident that His teaching was different from what they had heard before from anyone 
else.  His teaching was “with authority” which was contrasted with the teaching of the scribes.  
Apparently, the scribes would review a passage of scripture or a point of the ceremonial law as a 
reminder of what the word said.  There was no application to life issues or spiritual implications 
of what had happened in the physical world.  The teaching of the scribes was without substance.  
When Jesus taught, it caused the people to be amazed.  It was interpretative and meaningful to 
everyday life.  When you consider some of the examples of His teaching that said things such as 
“You have heard it said, “do not commit adultery,” but I say unto you that whosoever looks with 
lust upon a woman has committed adultery already,” then you can realize why the people were 
amazed.  He was also proclaiming the reign of God in the lives of people, and was calling for 
people to turn from trusting in themselves and calling for complete trust in God.   
 Such teaching drew a reaction from a man who was demon possessed and was in 
attendance at the synagogue that day.  Most Christians get very uncomfortable when anyone 
talks about demons and unclean spirits.  Jesus dealt with such situations openly and He 
recognized it for what it is.  He did not try to find another name for it.  He didn't call it a fixation, 



or an obsession or any other the other names we have tried to use to cover up the reality of the 
spiritual world. 
 The unclean spirit could speak through the person and, amazingly enough; it recognized 
Jesus and knew that the final judgment on unclean spirits was destruction by Jesus.  They just did 
not know when. 
 
Dealing with the Cause of Problems – 4:35-37 
35 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be quiet and come out of him!” And when the demon had thrown him down in 
the midst of the people, he came out of him without doing him any harm. 36 And amazement came upon them all, 
and they began talking with one another saying, “What is this message? For with authority and power He commands 
the unclean spirits and they come out.” 37 And the report about Him was spreading into every locality in the 
surrounding district.  Luke 4:35-37 (NASB95) 
 We see that the unclean spirit was powerless against Jesus and had to do as He 
commanded.  When Jesus said, "Shut up and get out," that was what it did.  But notice that 
before the unclean spirit left, it threw the man down.  Mark’s account of this noted that when the 
unclean spirit came out it caused a spasmodic convulsion.  The point is that the spiritual realm 
can directly impact the physical realm.   
 In our modern-day sophistication and human wisdom, there is no room for the spiritual 
and what happened in the synagogue that day would be attributed to a chemical imbalance in the 
man’s brain.  Such an explanation begs the question of how the man or the spirit that spoke 
through the man knew that Jesus was the Holy One of Israel.  Such an explanation also begs the 
question of what made the herd of swine run off a cliff when the Gadarene man was freed of the 
legion of evil spirits that were in him as recorded elsewhere in the Gospel account.  As a 
consequence of evil spirits afflicting people, we may find that many psychological problems (and 
even some physical health problems) that plague people have their origins in their spiritual 
condition rather than in something organic or physiological.   
 If the way we are to minister in the world today is to let Jesus work His works through us, 
then we ought to be about the business of teaching the Word of God with authority and 
ministering to spiritual needs of people as these needs arise.   
 How does the teaching of Jesus (as opposed to the teaching of the scribes) and the casting 
out of unclean spirits relate to accepting others?  Jesus emphasized the rule and reign of God in 
the lives of people.  Consider this: if God is not reigning in our lives, then something else is.  The 
alternatives are the world, the flesh and/or the devil.  There may be addictions or some people 
may be driven by ambition or any number of things that force them to do things that are not in 
their best long term (eternal) interest.  Just realizing what is going on in someone’s life can help 
us have an understanding attitude that seeks to help the person rather than just getting angry at 
someone who may not be able to help themselves.    
 
Looking Past Appearances – 5:12 
12 While He was in one of the cities, behold, there was a man covered with leprosy; and when he saw Jesus, he fell 
on his face and implored Him, saying, “Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.”  Luke 5:12 (NASB95) 
 Do you have a tendency to make judgments about a person based on their appearance?  I 
find myself doing that a lot.  I think that most of the time when we do this, we don’t even realize 
what is going on.  Many people today are impressed only with that which they can sense with the 
five physical senses.  They never get beyond the outward characteristics to the real meat of the 
matter.  There is even a saying that in advertising one must “sell the sizzle rather than the steak.”  
We have become the “sizzle society.”  
 I’m not sure that we can ever be really objective in assessing such things.  We tend to 



think that the opinion of a person who speaks with a Midwestern accent and uses proper 
grammar is better than the opinion of a person who sounds as if he grew up as a tenant farmer in 
the deep south.  We tend to think that a handsome, well-groomed person is smarter or more 
reliable than a physically unattractive, poorly groomed person would be.   
 God doesn’t have a problem with making assessments on the basis of outward 
appearance since He looks on the heart.  We do NOT have that ability just based on what we see 
or hear in an initial encounter.  It usually takes multiple encounters with a person to really get to 
know them and discover who they really are.  Just as you cannot judge a book by its cover (you 
need to read it) and you can’t judge a steak by the sizzle (you have to taste it), you cannot judge a 
person by the clothes they wear or how attractive they may (or may not) be.   
 How do we help someone who is in a situation like that of the leper who came to Jesus?  
The starting point for doing anything in such a situation is compassion.  Many are not able to 
cross this first hurdle because the compassion is missing.  As a society, we have become 
desensitized to those who are suffering.  There are many hurdles or barriers that get in our way 
of actually helping someone.  If we find that we are stirred in our emotions when we see a person 
who is afflicted by a disease or is suffering from something like war injuries, then we find 
another barrier of “reluctance to take action.”  We have become very passive.     
 Notice the approach of the leper to Jesus.  “If you are willing, you can make me clean.”  
I’m not sure if that is a statement of faith or a cry for help.  It is probably both.  My usual way of 
thinking about this situation is that I’m really glad Jesus is able to heal, since I know that I can’t.  
With that, I am left with essentially doing nothing.  The problem is simply too big and I can’t fix 
it.   
 Let’s put a slightly different perspective on this situation and, instead of Jesus being the 
One Who is being addressed, put ourselves in His position.  Let’s have the person be someone 
who is suffering from something – it doesn’t have to be leprosy – just anything.  The unspoken 
request that both parties know is true is simply this: “If you are willing, you can help.”  You may 
not be able to heal, but you can help.  So it is not so much a question of can you, but will you.   
 
Reaching Out to the Untouchables – 5:13-16 
13 And He stretched out His hand and touched him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.” And immediately the leprosy 
left him. 14 And He ordered him to tell no one, “But go and show yourself to the priest and make an offering for your 
cleansing, just as Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.” 15 But the news about Him was spreading even 
farther, and large crowds were gathering to hear Him and to be healed of their sicknesses. 16 But Jesus Himself 
would often slip away to the wilderness and pray.  Luke 5:13-16 (NASB95) 
 How scary is it to get really close to someone who is considered to be really different 
from us?  So, after we overcome the problem of lack of compassion and overcome the inertia of 
inaction, then we are forced to face up to our fears of being contaminated or catching something.  
You’ve heard the expression “I would touch that with a ten-foot pole.”  It is difficult to 
effectively help someone if you attempt to stay ten feet away from them.   
 We would probably be amazed to learn how much difference showing real friendship can 
be to those who are suffering from psychological problems that stem from rejection.  It is also 
beneficial to those who have chronic physiological illness for them to know that someone really 
cares.   
 We may never experience someone who is immediately healed of a serious skin 
condition like leprosy, but I can almost guarantee that you won’t experience it if you don’t have 
enough compassion to notice, if you are not willing to help and if you cannot overcome your 
fears.   



 Why do you think Jesus told the man who had been healed to go through the motion of 
showing himself to the priest and making an offering?  I think the actions of healing the man and 
then having him go to the priest is a good illustration of the fact that Jesus was fully God and 
fully man.  He had cleansed and healed the leper in His role of God Incarnate.  In His humanity 
role in which He took the form of a servant and as such He recognized and submitted Himself to 
the Law (that He had given) when He instructed the cleansed leper to follow the prescriptions of 
the law.   
 So what does all this mean when it comes to acceptance of people who may behave badly 
and whose appearance is different than what we consider to be the norm?  To be of real help to 
anyone, we must look beyond the behavior and the appearance and see the person who is there.  
Regardless if the behaviors or appearances are choices or the consequences of something beyond 
their control, we should do what we can to help them.  That may take the form of a rebuke 
followed by some real help in getting rid of the problem.  It could also take the form of care and 
comfort followed by leading them to follow appropriate practices and choices in their lives to 
benefit from the blessings of obedience that God has promised to those who follow Him.   
    


