
ACCEPTING OUR MISSION

How many of you have a checking
account?  Many people do most of their paying of
bills and buying things with checks.  Have you ever
paid someone with a check and discovered that the
person did not cash the check.  Had he been paid?
Yes, but he had not benefitted from the payment.
Whose fault was it that he had not benefitted from
the payment? His own, of course.  The giving and
cashing of checks is an example of a transaction
that is not fully complete unless both parties
involved do their part.  In a way, personal salvation
is somewhat like the check transaction.  God has
done His part (He has written the check); however,
it is up to us to receive and accept his gift to us
(cash the check).  How do we do that?  (Write
feedback on white board) By surrendering our lives
in obedience to His call to follow Him.  If Jesus
came to “seek and to save that which was lost”,
then what do you think He wants us to do as we
join Him in the work of the Kingdom?  Following
salvation, we find that God's purpose for mankind
still needs our involvement to lead others to know
Jesus.  

Jesus started out getting others involved in
the ministry He had.  He walk by some guy
working in their boats and said “Follow Me.”  

Does it seem strange that Peter, James,
John and Andrew would just drop what they were
doing and take off to follow this Preacher? Many
times the scene is presented that way and we get
the impression that it was almost magical – like the
Pied Piper that people would just follow Him
because He said to do it.  

Early in the ministry of Jesus, He involved
others and sought their cooperation.  One day, as
He was near the Sea of Galilee and the crowd was
large, He found reason to involve others in the
work of the Kingdom of God. (We see immediately
that Jesus had a ministry.)  If we are to get others
involved in the work of the Kingdom, then we need
to have a ministry.  What kinds of things would
you tell others that your ministry was if you were
to ask them to join you in the work of the Kingdom
of God.  (Visiting the sick, helping the poor,
prayer, encouragement, teaching, helping others,
etc.)  Jesus said, “Follow Me.”  The apostle Paul
said “Follow me as I follow Jesus.”  Would we be
more effective if we could say, follow me as I
follow Christ??
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This was the same area where many people
had come to him to have Jesus lay His hands on
them for healing and deliverance.  People wanted to
know what this Man had to say and many followed
Him.  According to Luke, the crowds were large
and Jesus found it difficult for all to hear His
teaching.  There were two idle boats in the water
near by and Jesus was about to make these vessels
useful for something more than fishing.  We can
see in this that God can use whatever is available
for the purposes of the Kingdom of God.  So many
times people think that the only things that are
useful for the Kingdom are the church building and
professionally trained staff.  Jesus turned a fishing
boat into a pulpit and then called on an uneducated
fisherman by the name of Simon to help him.
Notice that Jesus did not ask Simon to do much,
but He did ask him to do something, to be involved.
We could learn from this example in the way we
make people feel a part of the work of the church.
Involvement is the key to having committed
members.  

LUKE 5:4-7  Even a good sermon needs
to come to an end and when Jesus had taught the
people, He stopped speaking.  He was a master
teacher and knew that people can absorb only so
much at a given time.  We see from this incident
that God's work is not done just because the
preaching service is over.  Jesus was not only a
teacher, He was also a discipler and He needed to
choose disciples that would follow Him.  He said to
Simon, who had been fishing all night and had
caught nothing, to take the boat out to the deep part
of the lake and give it one more try.  There is a
message here for us in our learning and study of
the word of God. Jesus' advice to Peter was to
"launch out into the deep and let down your net".
So often in our preaching services and Bible study
we are very careful to not stray too far away from
the shallow water near the shore.  It is as if we are
afraid to explore the depths of God's word.  What
are some of the subjects we avoid as Baptists?
(Demon possession, miracles, healing, acts of faith,
election, what the Bible says about the end time -
we read novels about but that does not address the
real issues.)

Simon was not really interested in trying
this little experiment; however, because this
Teacher had asked him to do so, he agreed.  This is
not a case of great faith, it is more like the person



today who does what the Bible says even though he
is pretty much a skeptic about how much God is
involved in human affairs.  When Simon obeyed
the results were amazing.  There were so many fish
in the nets that he had to call for help from his
partners. Jesus was intending to make an
impression on Simon and his business partners,
James and John.  If people are going to follow you
as you follow Jesus, then they need to see some
results of the presence of Jesus in your life.

LUKE 5:8-11 Simon was convinced that
Jesus had unusual powers and he thought that his
own sinfulness would exclude him from having any
relationship with such an obviously great person as
Jesus.  Simon recognized that he was in the
presence of someone who was extraordinary and he
felt inadequate.  The only response that he could
think of was to ask Jesus to leave.  This feeling that
Simon had may have been close to what Adam and
Eve felt as they hid from God after sinning against
Him.  The world's concept of God and gods was
that such divine personages are standoffish and
unapproachable, harsh and stern.  Jesus did not
leave nor did He chase them away, but instead
invited them to join Him in His mission.  He
showed these fishermen what successful fishing is
all about when people are in tune to God's leading
in their lives.  After showing them how to fish he
then offered them a new calling in life to be "fishers
of men".  

After the two boats got back to the shore,
Simon, James and John took Jesus up on his
invitation to follow Him.  They left their boats and
went with Jesus.  This seems pretty amazing that
they would do this knowing only what Luke tells us
about the incident.  However, these men had met
Jesus before, this was not the first encounter.  If we
turn to the Gospel of John we find some interesting
facts about these men. Simon had a brother named
Andrew. Andrew was a disciple of John the Baptist
and he was there the day the John the Baptist
looked up and seeing Jesus walking toward him
said, "Behold the Lamb of God!"  Andrew then
followed Jesus and talked with Him. 

What does this tell us about getting people
to follow you.  Jesus had a good reputation.  There
was someone who gave Him a good
recommendation.  How is our reputation in the
community in which we live?  Would people be
surprised to learn that you are a Christian.  I
remember, when a secretary at work could not
believe that I was a Sunday School teacher.  That

was prior to my coming to know Jesus in a
personal way.  I was a church member and I really
did teach Sunday School, but there was no
evidence of it in my life.  

Andrew then went to find Simon and told
him that he had found the Messiah.  He then
brought him to Jesus.  That is not all.  You recall
from last weeks lesson how people brought many
who were sick to the house where Jesus was
staying and Jesus healed the people.  This was
Simon's house where all of this happened.  So
many times we find that the power of God is all
around us and many things are happening and we
see them but just don't respond with a surrendering
commitment to follow Jesus.  I think this is what
happened to Simon.  He had been introduced to
Jesus as the Messiah, he had seen many people be
healed there in his own home and then he had
witnessed the great catch of fish.  It took all these
things to get through to him that Jesus was
someone worth following.  Jesus did not just walk
by and say, "Follow Me," and have people drop
everything they were doing to go with Him.  He
cultivated the situation over a period of time and
then when the person was ready, He issued the
invitation.  

We in the church today could learn from
the methodology that Jesus used.  We think that we
can just invite someone to go to church and that
they will respond.  It usually does not happen that
way.  Jesus had established a relationship with
Simon and had been a guest in his house.  He had
involved Simon in His ministry by borrowing his
boat for a pulpit and then He let Simon experience
a personal miracle.  Only then was Simon ready to
make a real commitment to follow this Man.  If
Jesus saw the need to do all of this, do you think
that we can do less and be successful in bringing
people into the Kingdom of God?  Our mission in
life, as members of the Church (Christ's Body) is to
be fisher's of men.  God has chosen this method to
bring the Good News to a lost world and He has
chosen us to part of the process.  Let's remember
this as we encounter various people each day. 


