
IS JESUS CHRIST LORD INDEED?

I get mail fairly regularly from the
university from which I graduated more than 40
years ago.  They have all kinds of opportunities
for me take trips, attend reunions, buy shirts and
hats and coffee mugs, and give them money.  I do
not participate in that.  I am an alumnus in name
only.  I’m not involved.  I’m not very loyal.  I
really would not be concerned if they took me off
the mailing list.  I’m a member of AARP.  There
are certain benefits in getting reduced motel and
hotel rates, but I certainly don’t agree with most
(perhaps all) of what they promote with regard to
various political issues.  I don’t buy the insurance
they promote, I don’t read their magazines or their
newsletters.  I’m a nominal member of that
organization.  You probably know people who are
members of various civic and fraternal
organizations who are minimal members and do
only what is required to keep their name on the
role.  Even in churches, we find people who are
nominally members but really aren’t involved -
they are members but they are not members
indeed.  

The reasons we behave in such a manner
are as varied as the number of people involved.  
• I don’t have time for going back to reunions
• I am not interested in memorabilia
• I do not agree with what they promote
• I have better things to do with my money
• I’m only interested in what I can get out of it

on my own terms. 
In other words, I have different priorities

in life.  It is a truth that people do whatever is
important to them.  As Jesus said in Luke 6:45,
such things as what we do and even what we say
(in moments of candor) are a result of who we
really are deep down inside - in our hearts.  

You’ve heard the saying “I have some
good news and some bad news.”  The good news
is that being a nominal or unfaithful alumnus
really doesn’t matter in the greater scheme of
things.  Being a disloyal member of AARP or
even dropping my membership is not that big of a
deal.  Even if they kick you out of your civic club,
it doesn’t have a lot of impact except that you
have a little more money that used to go to pay
membership dues.  The bad news is that applying
such a way of operating to spiritual and eternal
issues is fatal in the final outcome.  

Both Luke and Matthew have accounts of
Jesus questioning the integrity of those who
acknowledge that He is Lord with their words but
not with their actions.  

Luke 6:46  "Why do you call me, ‘Lord,
Lord,’ and do not do what I say?
In Luke’s account Jesus had just said that

“out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth
speaks.”  Evidently, not everything we say comes
from the heart.  It is possibly to say things that are
inconsistent with what we really believe.  We do
that much of the time.  We are tactful and we are
polite and we (many times) hide our true feelings
and beliefs so that we will be acceptable and not
be viewed as harsh and overly critical or even
weird.  At other times we just know the “right
answer” for a particular situation and we give that
as a response without even thinking or we may
consciously give the acceptable “right answer”
even if we do not agree with it.  (Story of child in
SS class confronted with picture of a squirrel - the
teacher was just trying to get the children to warm
up to answering questions and so the question was
asked “what is this?”  After an extended silence,
one little boy responded, “I know the answer is
Jesus, but it looks a lot like a squirrel to me.”)  

In the first instance, when we speak from
the abundance of the heart, is when we speak with
total candor.  It is the expressions we make when
we are “off-guard” and are not trying to impress
anyone.  Such candor may show more when you
are talking with your spouse or your children or
with a total stranger (like the “idiot” in the car in
front of you) more than it would surface with a
causal acquaintance.  It is most likely to show up
in your “self-talk.” 

The second reference, when we give lip
service but our hearts are not in it, is a situation
where we know the truth and we confess the truth
but it makes no difference in what we do and in
our attitudes.  This is either open or stealth
rebellion.  A person who will confess Jesus as
Lord and rebels against His Lordship is just as
rebellious as the person who refused to
acknowledge Him as Lord.  

A mere lip acknowledgment is of no value
to the Lord or to the one who makes it. It is in
doing what the Lord says that we secure a good
foundation for our building, for it is evidence that
we really believe on Him. If His words have no
authority over us in a practical way we only
deceive ourselves by calling Him Lord. The real
test which marks us off as true disciples is that we
do what He says. It is in this way that we commit
ourselves to Him definitely; it involves a break
with the whole manner of life which characterized
us previously, and which characterizes most of



those who are around us. 
Luke does not mention the consequences

at the Judgment that Matthew includes regarding
not entering the Kingdom of Heaven and the
rejection of a person who merely professes Christ
as Lord but does not acknowledge Christ as Lord
indeed by obedience to His word.  We can find
similar words of Jesus in His admonishment to
enter in at the narrow gate Luke Chapter 13, where
He said to those who were outside when the
opportunity for salvation was over, “I never knew
you.”  

Our profession of faith must be backed up
with actions that are consistent with that
profession.  We can claim to be Christians and say
that Jesus is Lord; however, if we do not live
under the Lordship of Christ by following His
commands, then it becomes obvious that the
words we express do not have any integrity.  The
tragedy is that many who are saying “Lord, Lord”
think they are OK since they were involved in
doing good works such as preaching the gospel,
healing the sick, and even miracles.  However,
these are not going to mean anything on Judgment
Day if our basic character has not changed.  Many
tend to think Christianity is just a matter of doing
certain things--go to church, get involved, don't
smoke, don’t drink, or don’t run around with wild
women, help the poor, and sing in the choir;
however, unless we have been born again all these
things are of no value.  If we do all these good
things and do them for the wrong reasons, then our
good works are deemed to be iniquity.  The
judgment that is rendered against such false piety
is the same as those that live openly sinful lives --
separation from God for all eternity.

Luke 6:47-49 I will show you what he is
like who comes to me and hears my words
and puts them into practice.  He is like a
man building a house, who dug down
deep and laid the foundation on rock.
When a flood came, the torrent struck that
house but could not shake it, because it
was well built.  But the one who hears my
words and does not put them into practice
is like a man who built a house on the
ground without a foundation. The moment
the torrent struck that house, it collapsed
and its destruction was complete."
This word picture that Jesus painted points

out the importance of a proper foundation in ones
life. You may have the best of building
materials--good works, religious things, miracles;
however, if they are put together on the wrong
foundation, then such a life will not stand in the

Judgment.  In the case of the two houses, the only
difference was the foundation.  The same wind,
rain, and flood beat upon both houses.  The wise
person will build on a rock and only a foolish
person would build on a shifting and changing
foundation.  

The person who builds a house upon the
ground without foundation undoubtedly takes the
easiest course, but he is not very wise. It is easier
to be a nominal Christian, with just enough
profession to give one respectability, than it is to
constantly do what the Lord says. The latter
requires deep digging, and getting down to the
rock. Nothing will stand the impact of the coming
storm but what is built on the principle of
obedience to Christ. We do not truly believe on
Him if we do not do what He says. It is certain
that this will involve obedient action on a
continuous basis.  One little thing done in
obedience to Christ, which we would have never
done without a step of faith, and which cost us
something to do, will give us more stability  than
listening to sermons all our life without our
practice being affected. But the life of discipleship
does not mean one thing done on that principle,
but the whole life built up on it because the One
whose words we do has acquired supremacy
(Lordship) in our hearts. Nothing less than this is
true Christianity. 

Many are involved in much Bible study
but the power of eternal life is not in the hearing
of the words and even in profession, but in a fruit-
producing change of mind and change of action;
i.e., in repentance.   

The ruin of Israel was not because they
were without the word of God, it was in their
failure to practice it.  The same can be said for the
church.  We have the word and we also have
greater responsibility than those who have never
heard the word.  

The mark of wisdom for man today is
found in the choice of following Jesus. Jesus is our
rock.  He is the Eternal One from the foundation
of the world.  James tells us that God is the Father
of Light in whom there is no variableness nor
shadow of turning.  You can count on changes in
manmade religions - they  change to fit the
situation and the times in which people live. This
is an example of a shifting foundation.  


