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THE PROBLEM WITH GREED

The two things most of us complain
about NOT having enough are time and
money.  Most of us think that there are just
not enough hours in a day to get everything
done that we want or need to do.  "Hurry,
hurry, rush, rush" seems to describe today's
society.  On the other hand, it may seem that
we have too many days before the end of the
month when the next paycheck arrives.  If this
is our problem, then it is likely that the cause
is that we have not properly focused and set
our priorities correctly.  One of the reasons
that we don't have enough time in a day could
be that we are trying to do too many things.
There are many things that need to be done
and so many things seem so urgent that they
just can't wait.  We find ourselves caught up
in reacting to urgent pressures and,
consequently, neglect the important things
around us.

We can also get caught up in focusing
on things and spend too much time on
accumulating “stuff.”  Imagine a group of
five-year-old children playing in a room full
of toys.  Four of them have a ball and are
tossing it around, another child has all the rest
of the toys over to one side of the room,
guarding them so that the others can’t play
with them.  At the end of the day, all the
children go home with their parents.  Which
of the children had a more fulfilling day?  At
the end of the day did it really matter who had
the most toys?  

We live in a material world and in a
spiritual world.  The material seems to be
more real than the spiritual; however, we
know that the material things will pass away
and only the spiritual will remain.  We would
do well to consider that in the eternal
spiritual realm, neither time nor material
things have any significance.  While Jesus did
not condemn the possession of material
things, He did speak strongly against putting

our trust in possessions rather than in God.
He also warned that the mere possession of
material goods and money makes it very
difficult to not trust in these things.

One day Jesus was teaching a larger
multitude of His followers about the
principles of the Kingdom of God.  He had
just warned about the leaven of the Pharisees.
He had told them that everything anyone does
will be revealed one day.  He had assured the
people of God’s love and care for them.  He
had warned them about blasphemy against the
Holy Spirit and had assured them that the
Holy Spirit would be a helper and guide to
those who follow Him.  In the midst of these
profound truths, Jesus was interrupted by a
man in the crowd.

And one of the company said unto
him, Master, speak to my brother, that
he divide the inheritance with me.
Luke 12:13 
Concern over material things can

literally absorb you so that you cannot
concentrate on anything else.  I wonder how
many families have been split over arguments
about who is going to get Aunt Sally's dinner
plates or Poppa's rocking chair.  Such
concerns have been going on for a long time.
Here we see the case of two brothers who
could not agree how their inheritance was
going to be divided.  One (or maybe both) of
the brothers was in the crowd as Jesus taught
the greatest sermon that has ever been
delivered:  the Sermon on the Mount. Right in
the middle of this discourse on the Secrets of
a Happy Life, this man, who had been not
paying any attention to what Jesus was saying,
blurted out this request that Jesus should tell
his brother how to divide the inheritance.  

Notice that we are NOT told the
details of the dispute.  Why?  Because it
doesn’t really matter.  Perhaps the older
brother was refusing to give the younger
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brother anything.  We would think that the
younger brother had a legitimate complaint.
It may have simply been that the younger
brother wanted the inheritance to be divided
equally between himself and the elder brother.
We would think that would certainly be  a fair
way to do it.  That’s the way we would do it.
Everyone shares equally.  So what’s wrong
with that?  

The Jewish law was quite explicit
about how the division was to be done.  The
eldest son received a double portion.  So, if
there were two sons and the estate was worth
$90,000, then the eldest would receive
$60,000 and the other would have only
$30,000.   

Disputes such as this were normally
handled by the rabbis.  It would not make any
difference if the older brother were a crook or
if the younger brother was attempting to get a
“fairer” share of the estate.  The issue would
be handled by the rabbis.  It is possible that
the brother was hoping that Jesus could have
some influence on the elder brother.  After all
people were crowding around to hear what He
had to say and He was certainly a persuasive
speaker.  So, how did Jesus handle this
situation?  

Jesus replied, "Man, who appointed
me a judge or an arbiter between
you?"  Luke 12:14
Where have we heard words such as

this before?  Look back at Exodus 2:14.  We
read very similar words spoken by one of the
Hebrew children to Moses.  If Jesus had
attempted to give an opinion in the matter,
then the older brother could have come back
with a question such as was directed to
Moses.  So, we see another possibility of what
could have been going on: this could have
been a trap that was set by the Pharisees much
like the one they tried to use on Jesus with the
woman taken in adultery.

Jesus was very adept at avoiding traps

and He would typically respond to such
potentially trapping questions with a question
of His own: 

" . . who appointed Me arbiter
between you (and your brother)?"  

In other words, Jesus said, "That is not My
job!" 

Is there a lesson to be learn here about
how we are to respond to things that have to
do with this life, with materialism, etc? 
• Jesus took no authority in matters

other than that which was given to
Him.  (Heb 5:5)  

• Whatever Jesus did He could tell by
what authority He did it and Who
gave Him that authority.  

• Christ’s Kingdom is spiritual and not
of this world.  

• Christianity does not interfere with
civil powers, nor take the authority of
legitimate leaders out of their hands.

• Christianity requires all to do justly,
according to the settled rules of
equity.

• Christianity should not expect any
worldly advantage by reason of our
“religion.”   In other words a follower
of Christ should not expect Jesus to
give him an equal share of an
inheritance if the accepted practice is
that the eldest is to get a double
portion.  
I wonder, do we ask God to do things

that He simply refuses to get involved with?
When we come to God with our petitions, are
we guilty of concentrating on the petty and the
unimportant rather than on things eternal?
The law was clear and others (rabbis) had
been appointed to deal with such matters.
What the man needed was help in being able
to accept the decision of the rabbis and to be
able to overlook the wrong (if any) done by
his brother so that he could still love him as he
should.  
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If he had asked Jesus how to deal with
such matters, then I he probably would have
received a different response. As it was, Jesus
took the man's preoccupation with
materialism as a example of something to
avoid.   

Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be
on your guard against all kinds of
greed; a man’s life does not consist in
the abundance of his possessions."
Luke 12:15
"Take heed!" or watch out.  Watch out

for what?  All kinds of greed.  The KJV uses
the word Covetousness which is sometimes
defined as a strong desire after the possession
of worldly things.  It is mentioned in Col 3:5,
Eph 5:5,  Heb 13:5,  1Ti 6:9-10, and  Mt 6:20.

Col 3:5  Mortify therefore your
members which are upon the earth;
fornication, uncleanness, inordinate
affection, evil concupiscence, and
covetousness, which is idolatry:
Eph 5:5  For this ye know, that no
whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor
covetous man, who is an idolater, hath
any inheritance in the kingdom of
Christ and of God.
Heb 13:5  Let your conversation be
without covetousness; and be content
with such things as ye have: for he
hath said, I will never leave thee, nor
forsake thee.
1Ti 6:9  But they that will be rich fall
into temptation and a snare, and into
many foolish and hurtful lusts, which
drown men in destruction and
perdition.
1Ti 6:10  For the love of money is the
root of all evil: which while some
coveted after, they have erred from the
faith, and pierced themselves through
with many sorrows.
Mt 6:20  But lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither

moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where
thieves do not break through nor steal:

We have all these reference from the New
Testament and we have need only to mention
one reference from the Old Testament and that
is Exodus 20:17 which starts out with “Thou
shalt not covet . . . “

We covet with impunity.  
• We have NO sense of guilt with

regard to coveting. 
• Unlike murder, we rationalize that

with coveting, no one gets hurt.  
• It is as if we have over-ruled God and

declared this to be a non-issue.
(Socially acceptable)

• There are no civil or criminal penalties
for coveting and we don’t let it bother
us like adultery or stealing or lying
might bother us.   

It just disappears.
I would classify coveting as the

“stealth sin.”  It is hidden.   Our radar doesn’t
pick it up. 
 WARNING!  Coveting may be the
root cause of many (most) of the other sins.
Was coveting not the reason Cain killed Abel?
If you or I have a possession and someone
envies that object, then coveting becomes a
platform for stealing.  If a woman envies
another woman’s husband is that not the
launching pad for adultery?  If someone is
envious of another’s good reputation then we
have the stage set for lying.  We typically
associate coveting with greed which drives us
to accumulate more than we need.  You do not
have to teach greed to kids.  You watch kids
with their toys.  Sharing is an unnatural
response, it has to be taught.   

Recall that Jesus told us “Be on your
guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life
does not consist in the abundance of his
possessions.”  

Rather than continuing to focus on the
various kinds of greed, let’s focus on this
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word “life.”  Life is the essence of our very
existence.  Where did we get the life that is
more than possessions?

John wrote in Chapter 1, verse 4: “In
(by or through or from) him (Jesus) was life;
and the life was the light of men.”  

Typically, when I read that verse, I
think of the new life I have in Christ.
However, if we read this in context, this verse
is really about the creation.  The life which
was in, and by the Living Word (God, the
Son), was (with respect to men) a life of light,
or a life attended with light.  The “light” is not
referring to something we sense with our
visual faculty, but rational knowledge and
understanding.  For when God the Son, the
Living Word, breathed into man the breath of
life, man became a living soul.  

God fill Adam with rational light and
knowledge. Adam had a knowledge of God;
of his being, and perfections; of the persons in
the Trinity; of his own relationship to God, his
dependence on him, and obligation to him; of
his mind and will; and knew what it was to
have communion with him.  BUT that which
Adam had was capable of being lost.
HOWEVER, in Christ, all that has been
restored and it is kept for us by the power of
God.  If you have been born again of the
Spirit of God, then you have the Life which is
the eternal light of mankind.  

However, if you observe many
professing Christians, it is almost like we
don’t realize what we have in Christ Jesus and
we are going about life in the same way and
with the same objectives as those who are
lost.  We seem to be driven by the same
motivations of survival and accumulation of
things and recognition.  

In Mark 8:36, Jesus asks the question:
“For what shall it profit a man, if he shall
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?”
 The soul is the seat of the feelings, desires,
affections, aversions and consist of our

intellect, emotions and our will.  
As Christians - born from above by the

Spirit of God -  all the functions of the soul
are to operate in the Light which is from the
Life that Jesus gave us.  We could re-ask the
question of Mark 8:36 as “What good does it
do you if you are saved if you live as if you
were lost?”

If we put all of this together, then we
could conclude that God is telling us that we
should be using the life He gave us to do
something beyond survival and accumulation
of physical and material things.  You know,
we were created for a higher purpose.  

The problem is that people get stuck in
a rut that keeps us in the survival and
accumulation mode and many go through life
in this rut and even though they try to climb
out of the rut they keep falling back because
we cannot pick ourselves up by our
bootstraps.  We may be a high achievement
person and, as such, we do a good job of
accumulation of whatever we can find in the
rut we are in.  We accumulate things and even
accolades (fame, popularity, relationships)
and we see that the source of the resources are
from others who are in the same rut we are in.
We will dress ourselves up and adorn
ourselves in the best things that are in the rut.
We tend to carry it around like a sack full of
things on our backs.  The irony of it all is that
the more we accumulate the more it keeps us
from climbing out of the rut and we never find
the higher purpose for which we were created.

“What shall it benefit us if we
accumulate everything in the rut and miss the
light of life?”   You know what they say about
a rut - it is just a grave without any ends.  

It is so easy to get caught up in
wanting things and material desires and lose
focus of the important things in life.  As Jesus
said, "Life is more than the things you own."


