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LOST AND FOUND

Have you ever lost anything?  Usually,
we just misplace things or can't find them
when we need them.  I lose things on or in my
desk at work.  It turns out in many cases that
I have put the report or memo away in a file or
in my briefcase and just forgot where it was.
Three or four days later, I discover it while
looking for something else I had misplaced.
Such situations are annoying but not serious;
it is not as if something of real value were lost.
The thing of real value that is lost in such
situations is the time spent in searching.  There
are other situations that we hear about where
the time spent in searching is insignificant
compared to the value.  I can remember in the
past few years incidents of children being lost
in the Smoky Mountain National Park.  Here
is a situation where it is impossible to place a
value on the one who is lost.  Great sums of
money and amounts of time are expended to
try to find a person who is lost and thought to
be in danger.

Jesus told a sequence of stories that
illustrates how people react when something
or someone is lost and them found.  The first
story involved a shepherd who had lost a
sheep.  The shepherd had 99 other sheep but
he still valued the one that had wandered off.
It was understandable that he was very happy
when he had found the lost animal.  The
second story was very similar in that a widow
had lost one of ten coins.  Each of these coins
probably represented what a worker would
earn in a day.  The value was not insignificant.
Great energy and time were spent in trying to
find the lost coin.  Needless to say, she, too,
was happy when the coin was found.

Jesus told these stories to make a point
in response to criticism by the religious leaders
that He was associating with publicans and
sinners.  He wanted them to discover the logic
in that the shepherd had to go out into the
wilderness to find and recover the lost sheep
rather than just sitting around the campfire
with the 99 who were safe.  He wanted them
to see the logic in the woman sweeping and
searching throughout her house rather than
just counting the nine coins she had left.  After
having set the stage, Jesus then told the story
we refer to as the Prodigal Son to illustrate

how God our Heavenly Father handles the
lostness of His children.

LUKE 15:11-13  It was not just
coincidence that Jesus included two sons in
His story about this family situation.  These
two sons were representative of all the people
to some degree.  In the crowd that day, there
were wayward selfish sinners and there were
those that were self-righteous, religious and
proud.  Most of the story focuses on the
younger son who makes the outlandish
demand to receive his inheritance while his
father was still living.  He then took what was
his and immediately wasted it as if it had no
real value.  There are many people that are
fully grown adults that still show that lack of
appreciation of what they have, they are
impatient, selfish, greedy for more and show a
general rebelliousness in life.  The fact that the
younger son left home was somewhat of an
indication that he did not really appreciate the
life-style and values of his father.

LUKE 15:14-16  It is sobering to
realize how easy it is to spend money and how
difficult it is to make it and save it.  If you
don't have any income, then you can run out
pretty fast.  This young man found out just
how fast that can happen.  Being on your own
may sound glamorous but when tough times
come, it is good to have a support group
around you.  Family and church can be such a
support group but our young friend had left
the security of such support.  Most people in
today's world have taken the gifts that God has
given to each of us and not used or misused
them in a search for meaning in life that did
not include God.

When things are going pretty good, we
tend to think that we don't really need anything
or anybody and we can live for the moment.
Such a philosophy courts disaster because it
will leave us in a mess when things aren't going
well.  There are multiple thousands of runaway
kids in the larger cities of our nation that are
into selling their bodies to get money for food
and the drugs to which they are addicted.
These kids are worse off that the younger son
who wound up slopping the hogs to earn a
little money.  

LUKE 15:17-19  Realization of the



hopelessness of ones situation is a good
starting point for getting help.  Notice that he
had come the point of not being able to get
himself out of the mess he was in.  He had
come to the conclusion that he could not save
himself.  Fortunately, he thought of his father
as the place where help might be found.  

We can see in the younger son's actions
and attitude the responsibilities that every
person has in finding salvation according to
God plan.  The first thing is a realization of
lostness, next a realization and confession that
we are wrong,  then a realization that we
cannot save ourselves, followed by a humility
that acknowledged that we don't deserve those
good gifts that God provided for us daily, and
finally, he took action that was consistent with
the truth that he had come to know.

LUKE 15:20-24  Actions that are
consistent with our profession of faith validate
our faith.  He did not just think about going
home, he actually did it.  The love that the
father had for his son did not diminish just
because he left home.  That love and care had
produced a hope in the father that his son
would, in fact, come to his senses and return
to the family.

The father heard the confession of the
wrong and instantly forgave the boy.
Regardless of what the young man had done
with the inheritance, he was still his father's
son.  He was treated as a son with a fine robe,
a ring (a mark of authority) and a feast to
share with others the joy of the father.  Notice
that he didn't tell his son that he smelled like a
bunch of pigs and he should clean himself up;
instead he accepted him just as he was.  Many
people keep putting off making a decision for
Christ and accepting Him as Lord and Savior
because they think that they must first clean
themselves up and be "presentable" before
God will accept them.  This parable certainly
shows God to be more accepting of us.

Our Scripture verses do not extend to
the reaction of the older son and the
resentment that he showed when the father
show his love for the younger son.  This
reaction showed that he too had elements of
rebellion in his life, that he may have been
suffering from "controlled greed",  that is, he
may have feared that his part of the inheritance
would be given to the younger son.  He also
showed that he was a victim of pride and
jealously in that he had resentment in never

having been honored with a party such as his
father was giving.  The main difference in the
older boy and the younger was that his
rebelliousness was internalized while the
younger boy externalized his.  The truth is that
both were "lost" and needed to be "found" to
embrace the ways of the father.


