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 PREDICTIONS OF THE PASSION 
 Luke 18:31-34 
 
The teachings on humility versus pride - the teaching about the faith of a 
little child - the immaterialness or inadequacy of material wealth - all these 
teachings of Jesus were leading us to see the different character of the 
Kingdom of God as compared to the kingdoms of this world.  The Kingdom of 
God was going to triumph but not with prideful boasting nor the reliance on 
powerful physical resources.  The route was that of the “suffering servant.”  
We see a clear statement of how the role of the suffering servant was going 
to play out on the stage of history in Luke 18:31-34 

Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, "We are going up to Jerusalem, and 
everything that is written by the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled. He 
will be handed over to the Gentiles. They will mock him, insult him, spit on him, flog 
him and kill him.  On the third day he will rise again."  The disciples did not 
understand any of this. Its meaning was hidden from them, and they did not know 
what he was talking about. 

 
This is not the first time Jesus had told the disciples that He was going to be 
killed.  He did not share this information with the general crowd that was 
following Him. Why do you think that it was necessary to keep this hidden 
from the people?   (It would have resulted in more confusion among the 
people.  Even the disciples could not grasp the significance of what He was 
saying.) 
 
In Luke’s account the first mention of Jesus’ suffering, death and 
resurrection came in Chapter 9 and verse 22:   And he said, "The Son of 
Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and 
teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the third day be raised to 
life." 
The is the same incident recorded by Matthew in 16:21-23 (and by Mark in 
8:31) that followed the question Jesus asked His disciples “Whom do men 
say that I am?”  That question was followed by another question to the 
disciples of “Whom do you say that I am?”  That led to the profound 
profession of Peter: “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God!”  
Following that revelation to them from God, the Father, Jesus then told them 
that He was to be killed.   
 
As the time was approaching when all this was going to happen, Jesus 
reminded them again of what was to happen.  This time, Jesus included a 
confirmation that all that was to happen was in fulfillment of the Old 
Testament prophecies concerning the Messiah.  Some of the more direct 
reference in Old Testament are found in Psalms 2, Psalms 22, Psalms 69, 
Isaiah 53, Daniel 9:26. 
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Let’s consider each of the things Jesus said would happen to Him. 
Handed over to the Gentiles - We know that the Jews did not have the legal 
authority to execute anyone.  They were under the control of the Roman 
Empire.  Is there anything in the Old Testament recordings that would 
suggest the involvement of the Gentiles?  On numerous occasions (especially 
during the time of the Judges and in the Babylonia captivity) the nation of 
Israel had sinned and because of this sin, they were given into the hands of 
the heathen nations.  We see a synopsis of this in Psalms 106:41-42 

And He gave them into the hand of the Gentiles, And those who hated them ruled 
over them.    Their enemies also oppressed them, And they were brought into 
subjection under their hand. 

Since Jesus came to bear our sins and to take our place, then we can see in 
what would happen to Jesus a dramatization of the many times God had 
used the nations to discipline Israel and to bring them back to Himself.  The 
things that happened to Israel throughout their history pointed to the 
coming of the Messiah.   
 
What is the application of being handed over to “the Gentiles” in our present 
day Christian walk?  Are there times when you find yourself in the company 
of and under the strong influence of non-Christians?  When we are in such a 
position, then  what are our thoughts regarding WHY this is happening to 
us?  
 
I can think of two general situations in which we might encounter problems: 
First, we do something that is wrong and we wind up suffering for it.  
Second, we are doing exactly what we should be doing and persecution 
comes. In the first case, could it be that God is trying to get our attention in 
much the same way He did with the nation of Israel?  Or (as in the second 
case) is it a means that God is using to help bring redemption to others?  
Can you think of an example of how each of these possibilities might come 
about? 
Example 1: A young person (say he is a Christian teen) drifts away from God 
and runs around with the wrong crowd.  Some of the group have illegal 
drugs and while they are high the Christian teen get beaten up because he 
won’t join the others in taking the drugs.  (Recall that in the previous 
teaching that Jesus had just completed, He contrasted the way of the world 
with the way of the Kingdom of God.  What are the alternatives for the 
teenager who was injured?  What would be the world’s approach?  What 
would be “Jesus” way?)  
Example 2: A Christian works with the people in the project housing.  He 
passes out tracks and holds a Bible study once a month.  He occasionally 
takes people who living in the area to Doctor’s appointment.  While he is 
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visit the area, some vandals trash his car and break out windows and spray 
paint it with vulgar words.  Again, what are the alternative responses?   
 
Mock Him   The two strongest Messianic psalms (22 and 69) have specific 
references to mocking: 

Ps 22:7  All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their heads: 
Ps 69:12  Those who sit at the gate mock me, and I am the song of the drunkards. 

 
To mock is to treat with scorn, to ridicule, or to laugh at.  What are some 
situations where we (as Christians) are likely to be mocked?  Use the two 
cases we had before: First, in the wrong place, doing the wrong thing.  
Second, in the right place, doing the right thing.   What responses should we 
be taking (in each case) if we are operating in the way of the world or by 
Kingdom principles?   
 
Insult Him (KJV uses the words “spitefully entreated.”) The Greek word is 
“hubrizo” from which we get the English word “hubris.”  This word means 
excessive pride.  In a person’s excessive pride, he or she would be insulting 
to others.  The idea is to treat another shamefully.  This same idea is 
captured in the Old Testament with the word “reproach.”  The prophecy 
related to the Messiah is found in Psalms 69:9 “for zeal for your house 
consumes me, and the insults of those who insult you fall on me.”   
 
We see from this that the real reason the Gentiles (and the Jewish 
leadership) were insulting Jesus is because they were, in essence, taking up 
a reproach against God.  Do you think that in today’s world that people who 
are anti-God and anti-Christ would insult you (as a Christian) because they 
are pridefully rebellious against God?  What do you do when insulted?  What 
is the proper response?  How might you be insulted?   
 
Spit on Him  One Old Testament reference is Isa 50:6 “I gave my back to 
the smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: I hid not my 
face from shame and spitting.”  
Spitting in the face of another person was a way of showing the ultimate 
contempt for the person.  In our “more civilized” society most of us will not 
encounter this actual occurrence.  However, there are other ways people can 
show contempt for each other.  What are some examples?   
Refusing to speak to another person.  Getting up a leaving the room when a 
person get up to speak.  Refusing to sit next to a person on a bus.   
 
What are some other examples that we might encounter as Christians where 
people would be likely to show extreme contempt for us.  How would such a 
situation be handled if the only guidelines were those of the world system?  
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How should we handle it as Christians?   
 
Flog Him   Ps 129:3  The plowers plowed upon my back: they made long 
their furrows. 
Isa 53:5  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes 
we are healed. 
Flogging or scourging was among the remedies for foolish people in the Old 
Testament.  We say that Christ died for our sins.  We could also say that He 
was flogged for our foolishness.  He received that which was deserved by us.   
 
We are not likely to be literally hit by someone with a whip.  However, most 
of us have felt the sting of verbal abuse.  Again: how are we to handle the 
situation when we are “flogged” by someone?  
 
Kill Him The ultimate solution for the sin problem is the sacrificial atoning 
death of the spotless Lamb of God.  The references in the Old Testament are 
many and we can see the sacrificial system of worship of the Israelites as 
pointed to the cross of Christ.  The application for us could not be an more 
plain than the words of Christ when He said, If any man would come after 
Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily.   
 
There are many situations in life where were are presented with an 
opportunity to die to self so there will be less of us and more of Jesus in our 
lives.  As John the Baptist said, “I must decrease and He must increase.”  
This is what sanctification is about.   
 
Too often we find ourselves responding to the mocking and the insults by 
coming down off the cross and fighting our battles to preserve “self” rather 
than dying to self.   
 
Luke told us that the disciples really didn’t understand what Jesus was 
talking about.  As we observe ourselves and others when we are abused - 
mocked, insulted, treated with contempt, verbally flogged or even undergo 
character assassination – we might conclude that we just don’t get it either.   
 


