
A MISSION OF PEACE

Most of us are misunderstood at one
time or another.  Jesus was certainly
misunderstood, not only by His enemies, but
also by His friends.  On the one hand, His
enemies refused to accept Who He really was
(is).  They saw Him only a a threat to their
center of political and religious control.  They
likely thought He was motivated by the same
things that motivated them.  

This kind of misunderstood happens all
the time, there is even a modern day
expression that describes the realization that
you cannot understand another's actions unless
you know by what they are motivated.  We
say, "You have to know where they are
coming from."  We are most likely to impute
the same motives to others as we have
ourselves.  Because of this tendency many
genuine Christians are easily bilked out of their
money.  They are honest and assume everyone
else is also.  In the case of the religious leaders
and political leaders of Jesus' day, they were
personally ambitious for power and control.
So, they naturally thought Jesus was motivated
by the same things that motivated them.  Little
did they know that Jesus did not concern
Himself with such issues.  He knew He was
King of kings, the Almighty God.

In the same way, it is important for us
to see ourselves as victorious in Christ.  We
need to keep in mind that the battle has already
been won and we are reigning with Jesus.  We
should not forget that we are seated with
Christ in heavenly places.  When we can see
ourselves as already having won, then we can
cease for our worry, anxiety, and struggle.

Even the good friends of Jesus, His
closest followers, also misunderstood Him.
Those who were convinced He was the
Messiah, the Son of God misunderstood Him
and His mission.  Simon Peter confessed Jesus
as being the Christ, the Son of the Living God,
and in almost the next breath tried to dissuade

Him from the Cross.  John the Baptist declared
Him to be the "Lamb of God what takes away
the sin of the world" and yet he could not see
the evidence that an earthly kingdom was
going to be set up.  Even after the
resurrection, Jesus disciples want to know if
that was the time He would set up His
Kingdom.

Many of the events that happened
during the life of Jesus carried a specific and
definite message.  For example, when He rode
into Jerusalem on a donkey, there was
message in what He did. 

LUKE 19:28-31  This was not the first
time Jesus had entered into Jerusalem;
however, it was the most significant time.  The
Jewish authorities were determined to deal
with the "problem of Jesus" and He was going
to enter the city in such a way that would dare
them to do something.  Jesus' instructions to
the disciples regarding procuring the donkeys
were very specific.  He knew there would be a
colt the location to which the disciples were
going.  Some people speculate that Jesus had
prearranged the loan of the colt.  (I guess in
view of the sovereignty and foreknowledge of
God, He did prearranged it.)  Even if this was
a conventional prearrangement, that does not
detract from the message He would send to all
the people as He rode into Jerusalem.

If the followers of Jesus had been
orchestrating this event they may have
arranged to have a horse rather than a donkey.
In their day, leaders rode on horses.  However,
Jesus knew that the ancient kings of Israel
would ride on donkeys.  He was also aware
that the message to the people of this time
would be related to humility rather than to the
arrogant pride they could see in the Romans.
God still uses the humble rather than the
proud.

LUKE 19:32-35  Though the disciples
did not understand why Jesus was doing what



he was doing, they followed His instructions.
It is important for us to follow His instructions
also.  We, too, may not understand why we
are experiencing a particular situation in life.
However, if we belong to Him, then we can be
assured that He is in control and that He will
use every situation for His purposes.

Part of the reason for using the colt of
a donkey was that it symbolized peace. This
entry into the city was to make a statement
that a Kingdom of peace would be the thing
that would conquer all.  It was a triumphant
entry but not in the sense the world would
understand.

LUKE 19:36-40  The crowd didn't
have a red carpet to roll out for the procession
but they used what was available.  Using
clothes to "carpet" path for a new king was
used long ago.  For example, when Jehu
declared to the princes of Israel, that he was
anointed king of Israel, they hastened, and
took every man his garment, and put it under
him.  (2Ki 9:13)

Many in the crowd had witnessed the
mighty acts and miracles Jesus had done.
Many had heard that Jesus had raised Lazarus
from death and they were in celebrative mood.
They were shouting and praising God.  The
noise could be heard in the city.  Some may
have related this to the prophecy of Zechariah
and they were there to see its fulfillment.  That
would be exciting.

They were shouting Hosanna, Blessed
is He come comes in the name of the Lord.
This was too much of the Pharisees.  They
tried to get Jesus to rebuke the crowd and not
say such things.  Jesus' reply was that the
message had to be proclaimed.  If the crowd
did not say it, then the rocks would cry out.  

LUKE 19:41-44  This was a time of
high emotion.  Jesus was sensitive to the
exhilaration of the people and their response to
Him.  It was the kind of response that would
have thrilled God's heart – to be accepted by
those He loved so much  rather than be

rejected.  But He knew that only a handful
really accepted Him at that time. Most of the
people in Jerusalem really did not care.  Most
were not interested in doing anything except
the status quo.  This apathy and rejection
broke His heart and as He looked out over the
city, He wept.  

The people of Jerusalem were blind in
that they refused to see what was happening
around them.  It had always been throughout
their history that they turned away from God
and as a result had suffered defeat and
humiliation.  Even now, when the day of the
Lord's visitation came they still refused to
repent and believe.

Once again, the city that God loved
more than any other city, would be defeated
and literally leveled because they rejected their
only means of salvation.  Today, many people
are rejecting Jesus and once again, He weeps
over their blindness.  He know that destruction
is always the end of such a person.  

If Jesus weeps over the lost, then
should we not weep with Him?


