
DOING WHAT YOU OUGHT TO DO - GOD’S WILL

What would you do if there was something
you know you really ought to do, but this
particular thing is just so inconvenient and so
costly that you have a great reluctance to go on
with it?  No one is going to make you do it;
however, it really needs to be done and you are
really the only one who can do the job.  People face
such challenges in their lives from time to time.  I
knew a person whose brother needed another
kidney transplant because his body had rejected the
last transplant he had.  This sick brother has a
hereditary kidney disease.  Because of this, there is
a possibility that if the healthy brother donates a
kidney to his brother, then we may wind up
experiencing this same inherited problem and his
remaining kidney might fail.  They have been told
that is unlikely that another compatible donor can
be found to donate a kidney to his brother.  What
should he do?  

I heard a story that came out of the Korean
War regarding a young Korean boy who was asked
to donate blood to help save the life of another
child who had been injured.  They had identical
blood types and the medical people were doing a
direct transfer from the healthy child to the injured
child.  The nurse was checking the progress of the
transfer and notice that the donor child had tears in
his eyes.  She thought he might be in pain because
of the needle in his arm.  She asked him what was
wrong.  As the child watched the blood flow from
his arm to the arm of his friend, he simply asked,
“When will I die?”  He thought he was giving all
his blood to help his little friend.  

Jesus said, “Greater love hath no man than
this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.”
He knew what He was talking about for this was
exactly His mission:  to lay down His life for
everyone that would be His friend. 

We think about the modern-day examples
of people sacrificing for another person and we
think “how hard that is to do.”  We are not sure if
we could do it if the choice were put to us.  It is
difficult to decide – it was difficult for Jesus.  

After He and His disciple finished the
Passover meal, they (except Judas) made their way
out of the city.  

Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of

Olives, and his disciples followed him.  On
reaching the place, he said to them, "Pray
that you will not fall into temptation."  He
withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them,
knelt down and prayed,  "Father, if you are
willing, take this cup from me; yet not my
will, but yours be done."  An angel from
heaven appeared to him and strengthened
him.  And being in anguish, he prayed more
earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of
blood falling to the ground.  When he rose
from prayer and went back to the disciples, he
found them asleep, exhausted from sorrow.
"Why are you sleeping?" he asked them. "Get
up and pray so that you will not fall into
temptation."  John 22:39-46
Jesus and the group went out to the Mount

of Olives as was their habit. Since it was their
usual practice, Judas know exactly where to find
them.  You recalled that Jesus had predicted that
someone would betray Him and all the disciples
started asking, “Is it I, Lord?”  They realized their
“fail-ability.”  They did not doubt the words of
Jesus – they doubted themselves.  The lesson for us
is that we need to keep in mind that we are
vulnerable to temptation.  All of the disciples
realized this except Simon Peter.  You recall what
he said: “All the rest of these fellow may let you
down, but not me, I would even die for you.”  You
know what happened!  We see things happening
even today with people being vulnerable to
temptation.  It can happen to people who are
involved in religion.  It happens to those in
government, in business.  All are vulnerable.  

Jesus gave His disciples some good advice
that night in the garden: “Pray that you enter not
into temptation.”  There were many challenges that
night and they were tempted.  The first temptation
was to give in to their desire for physical comfort.
They had just had a meal and it was getting late in
evening, it was dark, and they were exhausted.
The predictable happened: they fell asleep.  At the
same time, Jesus was being tempted by this same
type appeal.  That which was ahead of Him in the
immediate future would involve intense and
immense physical pain.  In addition to the physical
suffering, He realized the great emotional pain and
the agony of spirit He would undergo.  Listen to



His plea: “If You will Father, let Us find another
way for salvation.”  There was NO other way.
Without the shedding of blood, there is no
remission of sin.  The blood of bulls and rams
could not permanently cleanse us from our sin and
our sins.  It had to be done over and over.
However, what Jesus did was “once and for all.”

There are many situations we face in life
where we would like another way and we
sometimes settle for less than the best.  How did
Jesus handle the situation He was in?
“Nevertheless, not My will, but Thine be done.”
The bottom line for our ultimate happiness is to
follow what we know to be God’s will for our
lives.

It was not that Jesus didn’t know what
God’s will was.  At issue was an alternative.  So
many times we hear people pray and say, “Lord, do
this or do that, if it be Your will.”  This is
somewhat of a cop out.  We need to find out what
God’s will is, then pray according to that will.  It
may cause us much grief to give up our own plans
to be in touch with God’s plan for our lives.
However, we can never be all that we should be if
we do not let go of our plans and follow what God
has for us.

Notice that when Jesus came to accept
God’s way, God’s will, God’s method; he then
agonized over the decision.  It was an intensely
stressful time and He sweated profusely because of
the intensity of the situation.  

When He came back to where His disciples
were, He found them asleep.  We may think that is
a terrible thing for them to do.  What are His
disciples doing today?  Are we sleeping while Jesus
is still sweating with agony over a lost world?  If
we were spending more time in prayer for the lost,
then we would have less time to be tempted to do
the wrong thing.

While he was still speaking a crowd came up,
and the man who was called Judas, one of the
Twelve, was leading them. He approached
Jesus to kiss him,  but Jesus asked him,
"Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man
with a kiss?"  When Jesus’ followers saw
what was going to happen, they said, "Lord,
should we strike with our swords?"  And one
of them struck the servant of the high priest,
cutting off his right ear.  But Jesus answered,
"No more of this!" And he touched the man’s

ear and healed him.  Then Jesus said to the
chief priests, the officers of the temple guard,
and the elders, who had come for him, "Am
I leading a rebellion, that you have come with
swords and clubs?  Every day I was with you
in the temple courts, and you did not lay a
hand on me. But this is your hour—when
darkness reigns."  John 22:47-53
This was it!  There was no turning back

now.  The battle for men’s souls was underway and
Satan was going to be defeated by the plan God
had laid out before the foundation of the world.

Judas led the group of temple authorities
right up to where Jesus was and identified Him
with a kiss.  The disciples quickly figured out what
was happening and they encountered the second
major temptation for themselves that night.  The
previous temptation involved their physical comfort
and this temptation was related to whether they
would follow the way of the world or the way of
the Kingdom of God.  Unless we are challenged
with difficulty, then we have little problem
following God’s way.  The tests come in the
challenges we face.  The way of the world is draw
your sword when challenged.  That is exactly what
one of them (we are told by John that Peter cut off
the ear of the servant).  

Jesus’s response was quick and it is advice
that we all need to hear.  He said “No more of
this!”  Those word need to be engraved on our
minds: When it comes to the way of the world, no
more of this.  

Notice how Jesus continued to challenge
their position and the actions.  He did not back
away from the confrontation.  He did not put up a
battle against them and had been “available” to be
arrested during that wee.  He was not a thief or a
dangerous criminal, yet, they approached Him as
such.  They needed the power of “darkness” to be
able to do their deed.

It is amazing that these people were so
close to the “Light of the World,” yet they chose
darkness rather than light. 

It is our responsibility to show the Light to
the world.  You see, many other would choose the
light if they could just see the light.  They need a
good real life example.  Let that example be you
and me.  We must let our light so shine that others
may see our good works and glorify our Father in
Heaven.  


