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FROM DEATH TO LIFE

"More like Jesus would I be, More like
Him Who died for me."  That's what we sing.
We see Jesus dealing with a nation He loved --
a nation on "final warning" in their role as the
people of God.  He was their final Hope in this
time of "final warning" and yet they rejected
Him.  We see Him dealing with His disciples
who had followed Him for three years, but
they were still ambitious adults acting as
spoiled brats.  Their jealousy surely caused
Him grief.  We watch as He agonized in the
Garden and deep down inside we breathe a
sigh of relief that it is He and not we having to
deal with these problems.  We watch the trial
and the ridicule, the abuse and the beatings and
wonder --"Is this part of what it is all about to
be like Jesus."  We see the cross and hear the
words, "He died in my place!" and we may
shed a tear or two for what He suffered and
yet we forget that He said, "If any would come
after Me, let him deny himself, take up his
cross and follow Me."  

They led Him away, the One who
really cared.  He told them the truth about
themselves -- that they were nothing more than
hypocrites -- He warned them great "woe" was
coming.  They didn't want to hear it.  They
probably thought, "If you love someone, you
wouldn't call them a hypocrite."  They wanted
to hear flattery.  How much this is as we are
today.  We want someone to tell us how
"good" we are.  We want someone to tell us
"thing are really OK."  We want soothing
words that give us "self esteem" and loathe to
hear that we are "just playing church" and
"fooling ourselves."  Because Jesus wanted to
see things improve and be what God intended
them to be, those who represented the "in
crowd" thought He should be eliminated.  By
lying  and manipulation they succeeded in
having Jesus condemned to death.

LUKE 23:32-34  There were two
criminals put to death the same day and the
same way as Jesus -- one on the right and one
on the left.  Nothing was done that was not
foretold -- Isaiah 53:12 records the words ". .
.  He hath poured out His soul unto death . . .
He was numbered with the transgressors; and
He bare the sins of many, and made
intercession for the transgressors."

Jesus prayed for those who wanted to
harm Him.  He prayed for those that hurt Him
and He prayed for you and me.  Paul tells us in
Hebrews 7:25 that Jesus "ever liveth to make
intercession for us."  Just as He interceded for
Adam and Eve and every sinner down through
the ages and just as He interceded for those
that crucified Him, He still continues to make
intercession for us.

The Roman soldiers took the only
earthly possession Jesus had (His clothes) and
they gambled (cast lots) for it.  This was
probably part of their pay for "cross duty."
How could David have know this would
happen more than a thousand years before
when he wrote, "They parted my garments
among them, and cast lots upon my vesture?"
(Ps 22:18)

LUKE 23:35-38  All the mocking  and
the calling to "come down from the cross" was
predicted and it happened.  Even the offering
of vinegar was mentioned in Psalms 69.  
Pilate even participated in the mocking and
ridicule, perhaps as a message to the Jews.  He
remembered the accusation  the Jews made
about Jesus:  He was a King.  Pilate put up a
sign in three languages, "This is the king of the
Jews."  The warning, of course, would be that
if we do this to your king, then we will do the
same thing to you.  Actually, it is a similar
warning that Jesus gave His disciple regarding
persecution they would encounter.

If the world would attack Jesus and
crucify Him, then should we be surprised when
we are misunderstood and ridiculed and
abused?  No, we've been warned -- it is not
easy to be a Christian.  Jesus said, "In the
world, you shall have tribulation; but be of
good cheer, I have overcome the world."  At
that moment in time, it certainly did not appear
that Jesus had overcome the world.  In fact,
those observing would have concluded that the
Romans, the Jews and the Cross had won the
day.  We have the benefit of being able to look
back on the events and realize the ultimate
victory belonged and still belongs to Jesus.
Just as Jesus could look past the trials of the
cross, we too must look past our present
problems when we are misunderstood and
ridiculed from our Christian stand and see the



ultimate victory.  Then our response can be as
His, "Father, forgive them, for they know not
what they do."

We look at the world system of
government and religion and we can sort of
understand the play for power and control that
motivated the plot against Jesus.  However, I
find it rather hard to understand the response
of one of the criminals who also died that day.

LUKE 23:39-43  Maybe the response
of one of the criminals is not too difficult to
understand, after all.  Is this not the way we
pray even today?  Sometimes when we are up
to our necks in trouble, we are tempted to
challenge God to show His power and prove
Who He is.  The scriptures interpret this as
"railing on God."  The other thief identified the
problem -- lack of reverence for God -- "Dost
not thou fear God?"  This penitent thief has
become the "proof example" that it is never
too late to be saved.  This is the only example
of such a "point-of-death" repentance.  We
would not want to see this as an endorsement
of "wait until the last minute to give your life
to Jesus."

LUKE 23:44-48  The brightest time of
the day -- noon time -- was dark.  An eclipse
of the sun is ruled out because Passover
occurred in the middle of the month when the
moon was full.  The darkness may have been
caused by dark clouds.  During this time, the
veil in the temple was torn from the top to the
bottom.  The veil in the temple separated the
Holy Place from the Holiest of Holies.  In the
Tabernacle and in Solomon's temple, the
Holiest of Holies was the abiding place of the
Ark of the Covenant and the Mercy Seat of
God.  It was the place which the high priest
entered once each year on the Day of
Atonement.   Now the way was opened for all
to come to God through Jesus Christ.  

Jesus lived His life trusting in the
Father's care and He continues to express that
same trust as He lives in us.  As we commit
our lives to God we are giving expression to
the life that is now in us in Jesus Christ.  He
had come to earth to live among men and to be
a sacrifice for the sin of mankind.

LUKE 24:33-34  He shed his blood to
deal with what we have done -- our sins.  He
hung on the cross to deal with who we are --
our sin.  By nature, we are sinners and we
must deal with that issue by putting to death
that old nature.  But, just as the story of Jesus

does not end with His death on the cross but
carries through the resurrection, so too our
story does not end with our putting our old
nature to death.  We must be raised to
newness of life by letting Jesus live in and
through us.  

If we look no further than the cross,
we are drawn to God because of such great
love.  However, we must look also beyond
that sacrifice to see that resurrection and
victory are not far away.  It is in dying that we
live.


