
HE IS ALIVE!
RESURRECTION!  Coming back to

life is not an idea that was unique with the
Jews.  The idea of “living again” explains the
pyramids in Egypt.  Eastern religions managed
somehow to turn the idea into reincarnation in
which the spirit comes back in a different body
at a different point in time.  These expressions
of the idea of resurrection lead to significant
influences in the way those who believe them
live their lives.  The Egyptian Pharaohs spent
their life’s energies preparing a place to
preserve their own body and to hold their
accumulated wealth so they could have it when
they came back to life.  They literally worked
many people to death building a place for one
person and his possessions.  Many died so that
one might live.  Contrast this with Jesus Who
died without any material possessions.  Even
His robe was stolen.  He didn’t even own a
piece of ground large enough in which they
could bury him.  (It turned out He didn’t need
it!)   In the life of Jesus, we see the opposite of
the self-centered Pharaoh.  Jesus was One who
died so that many would live.

The world has seen many great people
come upon the stage of history and leave their
mark.  Great philosophers, great teachers, and
people who have done good things have made
an impact.  Some of these great people have
dared to die for someone else.  Among all this
group, we find one unique individual Who was
also a great philosopher, teacher, and one who
did good things for others.  He was a person
who did dare to die.  He died for what is right
and for Who He is.  The one thing that sets
this Person apart from all the rest is that when
He died, He didn’t stay dead.  I would think
that this difference would be embarrassing to
the followers of all these other great people.
After all, when they died, they stayed dead.
However, not so with Jesus!

This one happening, more than
anything else, validated His claim and the
claim of His disciples that He is the Messiah
and God incarnate.  Where do we think the
gospel preached and taught by Jesus would be
today if He had not risen from the dead?

As the followers of Jesus watched the
unfolding of the events, they watched in awe
and fearfulness.  They saw Jesus on the Cross
and they watched Him die and saw the burial.

 The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee
followed Joseph and saw the tomb and how his body
was laid in it.  Then they went home and prepared
spices and perfumes. But they rested on the Sabbath in
obedience to the commandment.  Luke 23:55-56

Knowing what was going on in the
minds of those who followed Jesus is difficult.
Fear and confusion were there.  Their world
was falling to pieces.  Their lives were in
danger.  Nevertheless, they had a sense of
duty.  That sense allowed them to overcome
the fear, ignore the confusion, work with the
pieces of the fallen world and do what duty
demanded even in the face of danger.  Duty
demanded a proper burial for a loved one.

They weren’t thinking in terms of what
Jesus said, they only knew what they saw.  We
see one thing and the word of God tells us
something else.  Which will we believe?  Most
of us find it very difficult to walk by faith
rather than by sight.  We have been taught that
“seeing is believing.”  It is much better when
the seeing is in accordance with the word of
God.

I they had really believed what Jesus
had told them about rising on the third day,
then perhaps they would have been planning a
celebration rather than preparing for
embalming.

 On the first day of the week, very early in the
morning, the women took the spices they had prepared
and went to the tomb.  They found the stone rolled
away from the tomb, but when they entered, they did
not find the body of the Lord Jesus.  While they were
wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that
gleamed like lightning stood beside them.  In their
fright the women bowed down with their faces to the
ground, but the men said to them, "Why do you look
for the living among the dead?  He is not here; he has
risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still
with you in Galilee:  'The Son of Man must be
delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and
on the third day be raised again.'"  Luke 24:1-7



Jesus did not live an ordinary life.  He
did not have an ordinary death.  The women
who were to take care of the spices for the
body were treating this event as an ordinary
death.  However, they found the extraordinary.

The first thing out of the ordinary they
saw was that the stone that covered the
entrance to the tomb was rolled away.  They
did not expect this.  Other Gospel writers tell
us that the women wondered who would roll
away the stone for them.  That would have to
happen so they could complete their mission to
put the spices on the body of Jesus.  When
they looked inside, they found that the body of
Jesus was gone!  To them, this was tragic.  All
kinds of bad things ran through their minds
about what might have happened.  This
“tragedy” turned out to be the greatest symbol
of hope people has ever had.  The empty tomb
is a symbol of victory -- even death will be
conquered.

Not knowing what to do, they were in
a quandary.  Should they look for the body, go
for help, wait, or what?  They looked up and
saw two angels.  Luke described them as “men
in shining garments.”  The women could tell
these were not ordinary men.  They were
struck with fear and immediately bowed down.
The other Gospel writers tell us the angels said
“fear not” as their first message to the women.
“Fear not” is a message each Christian should
heed.  We will not be able to share the Good
News of the empty tomb unless we overcome
fearfulness.

Though we find a number of
encounters with angels recorded in the Bible,
the occasions are rare when we consider the
span of time of Biblical history.  Nevertheless,
the occasions are real.  The infrequency of
such appearances tends to cause us to lapse
into a lack of reverential awe for things holy
and spiritual.  Yet, God is working all around
us.  He sends His angels to do His bidding and
we have been put on notice to be careful to
entertain strangers for some have entertained
angels and not been aware of it.  Our
insensitivity to spiritual things can cause us to
be unaware of what is really happening when
we encounter God’s intervention in our lives.
A miracle happens and we miss it.  We are

blessed by God and give the credit to “luck.”
Until we develop a proper attitude and
appreciation of what God has already revealed
to us, then we are not likely to gain further
insight.

The question the angel asked is a
pertinent question even today. "Why do you
look for the living among the dead?”  So many
people are caught up in institutionalized
religion.  People go to the so-called churches
looking for true life -- eternal life -- look for
Jesus and find nothing more than a graveyard.
Why, indeed, do people look for the living
among the dead?

The angels then gave sound advice.
“Remember what Jesus said.”  We should
always cling to the word of God.  It is reliable
-- we can count on it.  

Then they remembered his words.  When they came
back from the tomb, they told all these things to the
Eleven and to all the others.  It was Mary Magdalene,
Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with
them who told this to the apostles.  But they did not
believe the women, because their words seemed to
them as nonsense. Luke 24:8-11 

Once we have reconciled our
experience with the word of God, then seeing
is believing.  When what we see agrees with
God’s word, then we are ready to share the
Good News with others.  As we do go about
sharing, we can expect the very same kind of
reception these women received:  Skepticism!
However, unbelief on the part of the world
does not lessen the truth of the work of God
and will not keep God from accomplishing His
purpose.  Unbelief on the part of the world
does not lessen our responsibility to tell others
and share this Good News.  He does not hold
us responsible for the response of the world.
He does hold us responsible for carrying the
message.  If we are not witnessing to the lost,
then we are out of the will of God.  So share
the Good News with those who have not
encountered the risen Lord.


