
 CONFIDENT OF THE RESURRECTION 
Luke 24:13-35 

 
 Not many of us have ever had a significant supernatural encounter, at least not one of 
which we were aware at the time.  We may have had some but just didn't know it.  The Bible 
does tell us that many have entertained angels and been unaware of it.  Every now and then we 
will hear about people that have had encounters in which they had, either in a dream or a vision, 
a visit from Jesus.  There are visitations of angels recorded in both the Old and New Testaments 
and there were appearances of Jesus after the resurrection and even after the ascension.   
 The observance of the Resurrection of Christ is, for us a joyful occasion.  It is, in the very 
sense of the word, celebrated.  This attitude is about as opposite as we can imagine compared to 
the way those who had been following Jesus felt on the actual day of the resurrection.  They 
were filled with confusion, fear and disappointment.  Their hopes had been dashed and their 
dreams of a glorious new day were gone.  The Passover celebration was over and it was time for 
many to go home amid the rumors and speculation of some wild stories.  It is not surprising that 
everyone was talking about what had happened over the past several days.   
 
Consider the Possibilities – 24:13-24 
13 And behold, two of them were going that very day to a village named Emmaus, which was about seven miles from 
Jerusalem. 14 And they were talking with each other about all these things which had taken place. 15 While they were 
talking and discussing, Jesus Himself approached and began traveling with them. 16 But their eyes were prevented 
from recognizing Him.  17 And He said to them, “What are these words that you are exchanging with one another as 
you are walking?” And they stood still, looking sad. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, answered and said to Him, “Are 
You the only one visiting Jerusalem and unaware of the things which have happened here in these days?” 19 And He 
said to them, “What things?” And they said to Him, “The things about Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet 
mighty in deed and word in the sight of God and all the people, 20 and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered 
Him to the sentence of death, and crucified Him. 21 “But we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem 
Israel. Indeed, besides all this, it is the third day since these things happened. 22 “But also some women among us 
amazed us. When they were at the tomb early in the morning, 23 and did not find His body, they came, saying that 
they had also seen a vision of angels who said that He was alive. 24 “Some of those who were with us went to the 
tomb and found it just exactly as the women also had said; but Him they did not see.”  Luke 24:13-24 (NASB95) 
 It is not too difficult to put ourselves in the sandals of these two people.  There have been 
many times of disappointment and discouragement and anxiety of what’s going to happen next.  
If we think of times like that in our past, we can remember October of 1963 (assassination of 
John Kennedy), September 11 of 2001, and (for some) the spring of 2011 when tornadoes hit our 
area.  I remember how everyone was listening to the news on the radio after Kennedy was shot 
and how we were glued to the TV when the World Trade Centers were destroyed.  There was all 
manner of discussion and speculation about what was going on.  It is that kind of curiosity and a 
desire to make sense of what is happening that helps to explain the success of the cable news 
networks.  If we did not have CNN or FoxNews or something similar we might be talking about 
and discussing these events with our neighbors and family members.   
 Such a discussion and questions were what Cleopas and his friend were engaged in the 
late afternoon of the day of the resurrection as they made their way from Jerusalem to Emmaus.  
They were literally trying to make sense of what they had seen and heard.  There is a natural 
human tendency to come up with a logical explanation of whatever we encounter.  Most of us are 
very uncomfortable with things that don’t make any sense.  In fact, we probably use these very 
words, “That just doesn’t make any sense; we need to get to the bottom of this.”   
 It is in just such times as this when we need a bigger and more overall perspective of 
what is happening.  For Cleopas and his traveling companion the source of this bigger picture 



came along side of them as they traveled along the road.   
 It is interesting how we are encouraged to identify ourselves with various aspects of the 
events associated with the Lord’s passion.  We observe the Lord’s Supper, we talk about having 
a Gethsemane experience, there have been sermons about the testing of our faith related to the 
trial of Jesus, we especially emphasize being identified with Christ on the Cross, and we realized 
the significance of the resurrection and how it is related to our new life in Christ.  All these are 
important and we can learn a lot from them as we encounter significant events in our lives.  
When you think about it, most of our everyday lives are lived in an Emmaus Road kind of 
situation.  We have a lot of questions and uncertainty about what we have experienced and we 
are trying to make sense of it.  Just as the risen Lord came along side of Cleopas and his 
traveling companion and helped them put the events of the past several days into perspective, the 
Holy Spirit comes along side of us to help us with how we should view and interpret the myriad 
of events that we experience in life.   
 Luke recorded that the two did not recognize Jesus.  I used to think that was strange, 
however, as I get older, I find myself having more and more of such failures to recognize people.  
In a culture where there was a fairly homogeneous group of people, it is not too surprising that 
these folks from “out of town” might not realize who Jesus was.  In addition to this, Luke’s 
account tells us that they were prevented from recognizing Jesus.  Consider our present-day 
situation when we are mulling over the mess in the world and we come up with an idea of what 
is going on that puts it into perspective.  How many times do we give credit to or even realize 
that the Holy Spirit guided us into such an understanding?  I believe that we have many such 
interactions with God through His Holy Spirit and we fail to recognize with Whom we are 
dealing.  
 The approach Jesus took in His conversation with these two is most instructive.  He did 
not tell them that He knew exactly what they were talking about.  In fact, He feigned ignorance 
in an effort to get them to put their concerns and interpretation of the events in their own words.  
In counseling, this is a common practice.  Many times, just telling someone what is happening 
will help clarify the confusion we may have about all the turmoil we see.  Part of their frustration 
is seen in that they had an anticipation of what Jesus the Nazarene was going to accomplish.  In 
their own words, “We were hoping that He was going to redeem Israel.”  Redemption, in their 
minds, involved getting rid of the Romans and restoring the nation to the glorious times of 
Solomon and David.  That obviously had NOT happened.   
 What had Jesus actually accomplished at that point in time?  The redemption of Israel!  
This was not a redemption from Roman rule, but it was far greater in scope – it was redemption 
from sin and death.  This was clearly far and beyond anything they had envisioned as the mission 
of the Messiah.  It is obvious that God was thinking of a much larger problem that plagued not 
only Israel, but affected all of humanity.  If we bring this down to the present day, we may, in 
our narrow thinking, want lower gas prices, stability in our economy and what God has is mind 
is to set us free from being enslaved to entitlements, to bring our nation back to Godliness and to 
reverse the downward slide on a slippery slope of secular humanism.   
 It is likely that Cleopas knew about the significance of the “third day” that Jesus had 
mentioned several times to His disciples.  They said, “This is the third day since this happened.”  
What they did not say, but probably thought was “and nothing else has happened as a result.”  
However, something had happened and they had heard the reports that the tomb was empty.  
This raises an important question: “Is an empty tomb proof that Jesus was resurrected?”  
Apparently this report was not convincing enough for them.  What was the confirmation they 



wanted?  Notice in verse 24 the words “but Him they did not see.”   
 Can we gain some insight from this as to what is needed to get people to believe and be 
saved?  The historical accounts of the birth, the life, the miracles, the death, burial and the empty 
tomb will often not be enough to convince people.  What is needed is for them to “see” the risen 
Lord.  Since it is not likely that each person is going to have an epiphany or vision of Christ, then 
how will those who are lost going to be able to “see” Him?  A good starting point is the accounts 
and references given in the Scriptures.   
 
Examine the Scriptures – 24:25-27 
25 And He said to them, “O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! 26 “Was it 
not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?” 27 Then beginning with Moses and 
with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.  Luke 24:25-27 
(NASB95) 
 If a person were to read all the references to Christ in the Old Testament would it 
convince him that Jesus of Nazareth was the Messiah?  Not necessarily.  There are a couple of 
prerequisites that are necessary but not totally sufficient.  The first is to have clarity of thought 
and the second is a readiness (willingness) to believe ALL the scriptures.  Jesus addressed both 
of these issues in the form of a mild rebuke before He covered the scripture passages that 
referred to the Messiah.  
 In the first part of the rebuke Jesus used an adjective to describe them that has been 
translated as “fools,” or “foolish ones,” or “dull-witted” or simply “inconsiderate.”  This is not 
the same Greek word used in the Sermon on the Mount where Jesus warned against calling 
someone a “fool.”  That Greek word (used in Matthew) is the equivalent to our English word 
“moron.”  In the present account here in Luke, the word Jesus used simply meant “not 
understanding” which is a problem all of us face.  The second part of the rebuke was related to 
being “slow of heart” to believe all of the scriptures.  This is related more to an unwillingness to 
fully embrace what the Bible tells us.  This has been described as “cafeteria faith” in which we 
want to pick and choose which passages we believe and which we think don’t really apply to us.  
In the case of Cleophas and his companion, they embraced redemption, the glory, the freedom, 
and the rest of the good things associated with the Messiah but did not want to believe the parts 
about suffering and persecution.  This would be akin to people today wanting to celebrate the 
Resurrection and simply skipping over Gethsemane, the trial and the Cross.   
 
Trust the Lord – 24:28-32 
28 And they approached the village where they were going, and He acted as though He were going farther. 29 But 
they urged Him, saying, “Stay with us, for it is getting toward evening, and the day is now nearly over.” So He went 
in to stay with them. 30 When He had reclined at the table with them, He took the bread and blessed it, and breaking 
it, He began giving it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized Him; and He vanished from their 
sight. 32 They said to one another, “Were not our hearts burning within us while He was speaking to us on the road, 
while He was explaining the Scriptures to us?”  Luke 24:28-32 (NASB95) 
 Why do you think Jesus gave them the impression that He was going on beyond 
Emmaus?  The answer is likely that it was just good etiquette of not presuming that He could just 
follow someone to their home without an invitation.  We can logically come up with a spiritual 
truth in this behavior and that is simply that Jesus needs to be invited in to your life.  You can be 
exposed to Him and experience His presence, but an invitation is needed to have Him abide with 
you.   
 They had been walking for about two hours and since it was approaching mealtime in the 
evening, the natural thing to do was to have something to eat.  As they sat down (or reclined) to 



eat, some commentators have noted that it appeared from the account that Jesus took the role of 
being the host in that He broke the bread and blessed it.  That may be jumping to a conclusion.  
How many times have you had a guest in your house and invited the guest to ask a blessing for 
the meal.  It is also not out of the question that the guest would be given the honor of being the 
first one served and allowed to “break the bread.”  It was during this simple act of breaking the 
bread, blessing it and passing it on to them that their spiritual eyes were opened and they realized 
that He was the risen Christ.   
 You will remember that Cleopas and his companion thought there was a need to see Jesus 
as evidence that He had risen.  We asked the question “How can we do that?”  The events that 
unfolded for them started with clear thinking and willingness to believe all that was revealed of 
Christ in the scripture.  We said this was necessary but something else was needed.  We see in 
the “rest of the story” that the “something else” was to invite Him in and then for God to open 
their spiritual eyes to the truth.  This opening of our eye to recognize Christ as Who He is the 
same thing Paul wrote about to the church at Corinth (1 Cor 12:3) when he stated that no one can 
say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit. 
 Once they realized that the risen Lord was in their presence then they no longer needed 
physical evidence of the fact that God had resurrected Him from death.  They no longer saw Him 
with their physical eyes.  Once something like that happens, then the feeling and emotions they 
had experienced along the road as Jesus taught them from the scriptures all made sense.  What 
had they felt?  They felt their hearts burning within them.  They had been totally involved in the 
experience – their mind and logic and reason, their will and their emotions had been engaged in 
Christ being revealed to them.  I’m not sure what the appropriate description would be of how 
they felt as the reality of what had just happened jumped out at them.  It was certainly a time for 
rejoicing.   
 
Rejoice with Others – 24:33-35  
33 And they got up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem, and found gathered together the eleven and those who 
were with them, 34 saying, “The Lord has really risen and has appeared to Simon.” 35 They began to relate their 
experiences on the road and how He was recognized by them in the breaking of the bread.  Luke 24:33-35 
(NASB95) 
 They had to tell somebody what had happened.  Notice that they did not tell just anyone.  
They could have gone to their neighbors and talked to them, but their neighbors might not have a 
clue about what had happened that weekend.  They knew who would want to know and that 
would be others who had been following Jesus.  These folks were still in Jerusalem.   
 Can you imagine the additional joy they experienced to learn that someone else had seen 
the risen Savior?  They then shared their experience with the eleven and you can imagine there 
was rejoicing by those who were there.  This is a good reason for the church to gather and for 
people to share how Christ has impacted their lives during the recent past.  When others have the 
same kind of experience you have, then you are more confident of what happened to you.  It is 
an encouragement for all and it emboldens everyone to share the good news with those who are 
not of the fellowship of believers.   


