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Commissioned to Witness
Not many of us have ever had a

significant supernatural encounter, at least not
one of which we were aware at the time.  We
may have had some but just didn't know it.
The Bible does tell us that many have
entertained angels and been unaware of it.
Every now and then we will here about people
that have had encounters in which they had,
either in a dream or a vision, a visit from Jesus.
Oral Roberts relates that when he was 17 years
old and dying of TB, that he saw Jesus at the
foot of his bed during a time his family was
praying for him.  Right after that his older
brother came into the room announcing that he
was going to take him to a man who was
praying for the sick.  It was at that tent
meeting that he was miraculously healed.
Knowing this, it is not surprising that he
believed so strongly in the miracle of healing
from God.  I have read of and heard of others
that have had such visits from Jesus.  There
are visitation of angels recorded in both the
Old and New Testaments and there were
appearances of Jesus after the resurrection and
even after the ascension.  In these records, we
see evidence that such happenings were
frightening to those involved in them.  I can
imagine so!  When Jesus appears to us or
when He sends His angels, it is to comfort and
to reassure, but He realizes that it can be
frightening and the initial words spoken in
such appearances many times is "Be not
afraid" or "Fear not" or in the case of Jesus
appearing to His disciples in the upper room,
He said, "Peace be unto you."

Those disciples in the upper room,
were afraid of many things on that day they
discovered that Jesus was missing from the
tomb.  They didn't know if the Romans and the
Jewish religious leader might be after them to
hang them on crosses too. Besides all of these
fears for their personal safety, rumors were

flying all around.  Several people had reporting
seeing Jesus, but most of the disciples were
pretty skeptical about these stories at this time.
They had just gotten a report from a couple of
followers of Jesus that He had appeared to
them on the road to Emmaus and that they had
not recognized Him until He broke the bread
at the evening meal and then He vanished from
their sight.  Of course, they rushed back to
Jerusalem to report to the others what had
happened to them.

LUKE 24:36-43  Right in the midst of
our doubts and uncertainties, Jesus comes to
us to bring us peace.  In the case of these
disciples, the initial effects was that His
appearing increased their anxiety.  Luke tells
us that they were "terrified."  They were filled
with terror because they thought that it was a
ghost.  After all, Jesus did not walk in through
the door but just appeared in the room.  We
would almost be tempted to say, "Lord, don't
DO that!  Knock on the door and we'll let you
in."  The problem with that approach is that so
many of us get so caught up in the troubles of
life that we don't hear (or pay attention to) the
knock and when He comes in, we may not
recognize Him.  Sometimes, and this was such
a case, He needs to get our attention and to do
so, He makes a sudden appearance.  J e s u s
asked the same question that He had asked
them on several other occasions:  "Why are
you troubled, why do you doubt?"  Good
question!  We know that God loves us and we
know that He knows what is best for us.  We
also know that He has the power to do
anything.  Trusting God is simply resting in
this assurance that He can and will do what is
the absolute best for us even if we do not
understand what is going on.

LUKE 24:43-47  After having assured
them that He was not a ghost (even though in
His resurrected body, He had the power to



appear and disappear) He reminded them that
what was happening to them was exactly what
He had told them would happen.  They were
seeing and experiencing the fulfillment of
prophecy and promises that God had given to
the people of Israel down through the ages.
These promises were in all the writings of the
sacred scriptures.  He helped them to
understand how these passages related to what
was happening to them.

Jesus also set the stage for why they
were involved in this most significant event in
the history of mankind:  the birth, life, death,
and resurrection of Jesus - this event in which
God Himself took on humanity and lived
among us to experience our humanity and, at
the same time, to communicate to us the true
nature of God as a loving, caring Father.  The
purpose for which they were involved was to
see it and to experience it so that others could
know.  This small group was to tell others of
the love of God and the good news of
salvation.  They were probably thinking, "I
can't do that."  But Jesus had already made
provision for our inability.

LUKE 24:49  Fortunately, we do not
have to do the work for which God saved us in
our own strength.  He provides the power by
the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit.
The early disciple were told to wait for that
power.  That same power is available to all
Christians today.  

LUKE 24:50-53  God came to the
world to save the world and in doing so He
blesses us beyond that which we can
comprehend.  Jesus comes to us to abide with
us by the Holy Spirit so that we are blessed in
our lives, every day and in every way.  Then
there are those mountain-top experiences in
which some are blessed to experience the
presence of Jesus in a special way, but these
last only a short time and He departs from us
even as Jesus did from His disciples.  The
impact on their lives was far-reaching and they
found themselves in continual praise and in
communion with God even though the special
visitation was over and they were left behind
to do the work to which Jesus had called them.

We too must see that God's work still
goes on and that He wants us involved in it.
That is why He did not take us immediately to
heaven the moment we were born again or
born from above.  Part of that work is to share
what Jesus has done in our lives for we are
truly witnesses to  that.


