
THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW

CHAPTER 1
1 God promised David that one of his descendants would always occupy the throne. Abraham, the great
man of faith, is the father of all the faithful. So, by faith, we see that Jesus (of the royal lineage of David according
to the family into which He was born) is the fulfillment of the promise of God.
2-7 Throughout the line of descendants starting with the sons of Abraham, we see the hand of God at work in
over-ruling the traditions of men in passing on the responsibility of bearing the stewardship of responsibility to
bring in the Messiah. The traditions of men would call for the firstborn to receive the inheritance of the
stewardship for Gods plan of salvation. But God is sovereign and He chose the one He wanted. He chose Isaac
rather than Ishmael, Jacob rather than Esau, and Judah rather than Reuben. We see mention of notable characters
such as Tamar the woman who pretended to be a prostitute in order to force Judah to do the right thing regarding
her widowed situation. We see Rahab the harlot from Jericho. We see a son born to the wife David had Uriah
killed. A checkered past indeed. But, in spite of all this, God was able to bring the greatest blessing the world has
ever known.
8-11 We find good rulers and poor rulers, the famous and infamous.
12-15 We discover such people as Zerubbabel who was a builder and a type of Christ.
16 Finally, we come back to one called Jacob named for the father of the twelve tribe whose favorite son was
Joseph. The original Joseph was a picture of Christ who saved his people by going before in faithfulness and
providing a way for them to avoid starvation. However, the Joseph who was chosen to be the head of the household
into which the Christ child was born was a humble man of meager means who could identify with the downtrodden
and rejected ones of life.
17 The significance of the three sets of 14 generations should not be overplayed.  
18 The implication that Mary was a virgin is given by Matthew in mentioning that she was with child before
they came together.  The Child was human in that He was born of woman, but He was divine in that He was born
of the Holy Spirit even from conception.
19 God had planned the details of this arrangement in bringing a righteous man to be engaged to this young
virgin who was willing to be submission to God’s will for her life.
20 The exact will and purpose of God for our lives is sometimes out of the ordinary and when that happens
we must have a special revelation from God in order to know His will.  The coming of the Messiah was a special
occasion that needed several special revelations (Zacharias, Mary, Joseph, the Magi, Joseph to flee to Egypt and to
return, the Baptist of Jesus, the transfiguration).

Matthew provides another significant piece of information in the narrative: Joseph was of the house and
lineage of David.
21 The name the angel gave to Joseph confirmed what was told to Mary.  We don’t know if Mary had told
Joseph about the name she was instructed to give to the Child.  
22-23 Matthew provides commentary for his readers so there is no doubt in their minds that all these events
were foretold hundreds of years before.
24-25 The dream or vision that Joseph had was a powerful, life changing experience.  He did what God had
instructed him to do through the angelic messenger.

CHAPTER 2
1-2 It should have been an embarrassment to the religious leaders of that day to discover that Gentiles had
predicted the coming of the Messiah and they had missed it completely because they really did not care.  The
coming of the magi was a convicting testimony to the Jews that they had no excuse.  Jesus was born 30 years prior
to the beginning of the 69th week (of years) that had been allotted to the Jews.
3-6 What should have been good news of great joy was totally disturbing instead.  This was a threat to the
power structure of the day.  This called for a coalition of the political and religious leaders to deal with the threat to
themselves.  This coalition is a foreshadowing of the beast that has seven heads and ten horns that will arise in the
last days to oppose the judgement that will come upon the world.  This will be a coalition of the seven world
religions (heads) and ten major political powers (horns).  

These found truth in the scriptures; however, the discovery of truth is not synonymous with salvation.  It is



only in submitting to the truth and being obedient to God’s word does our salvation become real.  Many people in
our church KNOW the truth but because they have not obeyed the truth, they are still in bondage to the prince of
this world.
7-8 The appeal to secrecy should make us suspicious of the person.  Ehud, the Judge in Israel, used this appeal
to put the king of Moab in a position that he could be killed.  Herod’s secret meeting with the Magi should have
been a warning to them that he was insincere.  

There are some pseudo-religious organization that are shrouded in secrecy.  These appeal to many
Christians and many are entrapped by them.  
9-10 Herod told them to go to Bethlehem and we are told that they followed the star.  The reaction of the Magi
was much more in keeping with the response God wanted from His people:  they rejoiced.
11 No only did they rejoice but they worshiped the Christ Child and gave sacrificially.
12 As we respond in a proper way to God, then He leads us to do the right things in our lives.
13-15 God was keeping the angels busy in bringing messages to Joseph.  Nothing was to be left to chance. 
Joseph recognized the urgency and left immediately.  We need to develop such a sense of urgency when God
directs us to so something.  We see here that nothing surprises God.  He knows the end from the beginning and
knew that the family into which the Messiah was born would spend some time in Egypt as evidenced by what
Hosea had written hundreds of years earlier.
16-18 Mankind is capable of tremendous evil when pride is damaged and/or he feels threatened.
19-22 Two additional angelic messages were given to Joseph.  When the danger of Herod’s threat had passed
and a warning to avoid the region when Herod’s son was in power.  There is a lesson for us in that we should heed
warnings of danger and avoid putting ourselves in harm’s way.  Some Christians take unnecessary risk with the
thought in mind that God is going to protect them regardless of what they do.  For example, I have heard people
argue that wearing a seat belt shows a lack of faith.
23 The fore-knowledge of God is seen in pinpointing the very town in which the Christ Child would grow up.

CHAPTER 3
1-4 John made his announcement right on schedule. Nearly 500 years before, the prophet Daniel pinpointed
the start of the ministry of Jesus to the very year. In Daniel 9:24-27 we learn that the probation period for the Jews
would be 490 years from the decree to rebuild Jerusalem. During the last seven years of this probation period the
Messiah would confirm His covenant with His people. This prophecy was fulfilled and Jesus began His earthly
ministry 483 years after the decree was given. Some students of prophecy were anticipating the appearance of the
Messiah.

John the Baptist came preaching a message about repentance and the kingdom of heaven. He spoke about
preparing the way of the Lord. Matthew tells us that John was the one spoken of by Isaiah the prophet as the voice
of one crying in the wilderness. The fuller message of Isaiahs prophecy in Isaiah 40:3-5 reveals when the Lord
comes every valley shall be raised up and every mountain brought low. Also, the glory of the Lord will be revealed
and all mankind would be able to behold it. In retrospect we can see that the ministry of Jesus was pictured in this
prophecy. He helped those who came to Him in their valley of trouble and sickness. He also did not hesitate to cut
down those who saw themselves as high and mighty. Concerning the glory of God being revealed, we can find no
clearer picture of God and His glory apart from Jesus.

Jesus came into a world that put much stock into outward appearance. Agents of governors and kings
would be expected to reflect the dignity of the ruler they represented in the way they dressed and the way they
behaved themselves. Yet John the Baptist came dressed in camel hair and eating locust and wild honey.
5-6 To many, John was a curiosity. Word spread through out the region about this unusual person out in the
desert. John’s message was effective because people listened and then heeded his call to repent. They demonstrated
this repentance by being baptized by John in the Jordan River. Baptism was typically used by the Jews as a
ceremonial purification rite when Gentiles converted to Judaism. John called for all who repented (Jews and
Gentiles) to be baptized as a sign of their renewed commitment to God.
Johns baptism represents a washing away of the sins in a person’s life. Christian baptism symbolizes the death of
the old life and resurrection to a new life in Christ.
7 Not every one who came out to John was genuine in his search for truth. Besides the common people, the
religious leaders from Jerusalem came to listen to John. They did not come to “hear” him. They were listening for
some evidence that could be used to discredit Johns ministry. John saw them in the crowd. They were in their long



robes and dressed so much better than the rest of the people. John had very little use for those who were religious
for the sake of being religious. He called them a bunch of snakes. John choose his words carefully. Satan had
disguised himself as a serpent when he tempted Eve in the Garden of Eden. In the Revelation, John the Apostle
referred to the devil as a great serpent. John saw people who were just “religious” as being tools of the devil.
The reference to the wrath to come was likely related to the coming of the end of the period of probation for the
Jews. God had granted them 490 years to finish transgressions. to bring in righteousness, and to anoint the
Messiah. John knew they had failed to do the first part and he was sure they would reject the coming Messiah.
8 John’s call for repentance was for a repentance that resulted in a real change in life. This is like the
message of James, faith without works of faith is dead.
9 He knew they were think that it was enough to be a true physical descendant of Abraham (through the
lineage of Isaac and Jacob). They knew about God’s promise to Abraham and they thought they had it made with
God simply because they could trace their physical lineage back to him.  What they failed to understand was that
God is Spirit and the promises were given to spiritual Israel, to those who have the Faith of Abraham.
10-14 John used a picture of a tree being cut down.  Paul painted a picture in Romans 11 about branches being
broken off (Jews) and other being grafted in (Gentiles).   John may have been referring to the preparation for
grafting in the Gentiles to the root stock of Abraham.  The Jews were entrusted with God’s Plan of Salvation and
were to use it to help all mankind come to God. Since failed to do that (did not bear fruit) responsibility would be
given to others. Based on the historical evidence, we know this trust was transferred to the Church.
The religious leaders questions John about who he was and why lie was baptizing. They wanted to know if he were
the Messiah. or Elijah, or the prophet spoken of by Moses. John denied being any of those but pointed them to
Someone Who was soon coming.  Instead of baptizing with water the One to come would baptize with the Holy
Spirit and with fire. John also saw the later work of Jesus in which a great purging will happen to sort out the true
believers. This is likely a reference io the tribulation that is to come. The burning up of the residue is the outcome
of the judgement at the end time.
13-15 John went about his ministry and calling of sounding out a warning for people to repent so they would be
ready for the coming of the Messiah.  One day Jesus left his carpenter’s shop in Nazareth and walked south down
toward the desert where John was preaching and baptizing.  It was time to start what He came to do.  The God of
Creation in human flesh was about to confirm the ministry of John the Baptist.  John recognized Jesus as the
Messiah because John was filled with the Spirit of God.  He realized that he needed the baptism that Jesus was
going to bring to His followers – the baptism in the Holy Spirit.
Johns baptism demonstrated repentance or turning away from our way of doing life and following God’s way. It is
the proper thing to do. It is the preparatory step in being able to receive the baptism that Jesus brings.
16-17 This was one of several confirmations from heaven testifying that Jesus is the Son of God. Jesus was born
of the Spirit from the moment of conception.  Before He began His public ministry the Spirit of God came upon
Him for power and as a testimony.

CHAPTER 4
1-4 The first thing that happened after the proclamation from God that Jesus was His Son was not a
"mountain-top experience" but a "wilderness experience."  When the children of Israel came out of Egypt, they had
a wilderness experience in which they learned that they could depend and rely upon God.  God supplied their food,
their water and their protection.  So what was Jesus doing in the wilderness?  He was proving that God is all we
need in life!  He was proving that God is sufficient.  He was there forty days and ate nothing.  During this time, he
was tempted or tested by the devil.  Later in the ministry of Jesus, He would declare Himself to be the Bread of
Life.  Now, as He was hungry and weak, the devil tempted Jesus to do things his way.  The way of the devil is to
think of self, first.  There could be an appeal to helping others also, just think, if you could turn stone into bread
how many hungry people you could feed.  After all, this was the kind of Messiah the people were expecting.  

Jesus' reply was  simply the words given to the nation of Israel through their prophets.  These words were
available to all who wished to know them.  In refuting the devil, Jesus voiced His agreement with and endorsement
of the teachings of the Old Testament.  Jesus did not say that we didn't need any bread, but that physical food is not
sufficient for man to live a full life in response to his spiritual needs. Jesus did not encourage us to treat the Word
of God as a cafeteria menu where we can pick and choose what we will believe and what we will obey.  We live by
every word of God.
5-7 Satan had appealed to Jesus to become a social savior by feeding people.   Now the appeal was to be a



religious savior by demonstrating miraculous acts.  Jumping off the pinnacle of the temple without getting hurt
would really impress people.   People would really be impressed; but, the real question is would they really be
changed and delivered from slavery to sin.  Not likely!  Jesus saw through the deception.  Though Satan could
quote Scripture to make his case, the overall outcome of what he was tempting Jesus to do was not in keeping with
the will and character of God.  With God "image is NOT everything."  
8-11  Jesus Christ will reign on the earth as King of kings and Lord of lords.   Therefore, what Satan was
offering Jesus really belonged to Him already.  Having power over all the kingdoms of the world was not what
Jesus rejected.  He rejected was the means or methods by which He would receive this dominion.  If Jesus followed
the plan of salvation, He would endure suffering and rejection -- even death on the cross.  If Jesus followed the plan
of salvation, He would have to wait almost 2000 years before He would set up His own kingdom on earth.  He
could have had it all at that very moment by simply bowing down and worshiping the devil.  Satan appeals to us
and our desire to have power and he appeals to our impatience to have whatever, right now.  By yielding to such
temptations we adopt the devil's way and in effect exalt him to a position in our life that is rightly held only by
God.  Jesus recognized the deception and the trickery and reminded Satan of the demands by Almighty God that
we are to worship none other than God Himself.  We are to serve no one other than God Himself.  
12-17 It seems that the arrest of John the Baptist was a sign to Jesus that the time had come for Him to start
preaching the coming of the Kingdom.  John was the forerunner and his job was completed.  Most things (maybe
everything) in the life and ministry of Jesus were in accordance with the Scriptures.  Our lives and ministries
should be likewise.
18-22 By Matthew’s account we would think Jesus had just met these men and they immediately left and
followed Him.  The other Gospel accounts fill in the rest of the story.  It started when 
Luke tells about the incident of the men fishing all night without catching anything.  Jesus spoke to the crowds
from one of their boats and “When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into deep water, and let
down the nets for a catch.” (Luke 5:4)

  So often in our worship and Bible study we are very careful to not stray to far away from the shallow
water near the shore.  It is as if we are afraid to explore the depths of God's word.  Simon was not really interested
in trying this little experiment; however, because this Teacher had asked him to do so, he agreed.  This is not a
case of great faith, it is more like the person today who does what the Bible says even though he is pretty much a
skeptic about how much God is involved in human affairs.  When Simon obeyed, the results were amazing.  Jesus
intended to make an impression on Simon and his business partners, James and John.  After the two boats got back
to the shore, Simon, James and John took Jesus up on his invitation to follow Him.  They left their boats and went
with Jesus.  This seems pretty amazing that they would do this knowing only what Luke tells us about the incident. 
However, these men had met Jesus before, this was not the first encounter. The Gospel of John says Simon had a
brother named Andrew. Andrew was a disciple of John the Baptist and he was there the day the John the Baptist
looked up and seeing Jesus walking toward him said, "Behold the Lamb of God!"  Andrew followed Jesus and
talked with Him and then went to find Simon  to tell him he had found the Messiah.  He then brought him to Jesus. 
That is not all.  There was the incident when people brought many who were sick to the house where Jesus was
staying and Jesus healed the people.  It was Simon's house where this happened.  Many times we find the power of
God is all around us and we see things happening but just don't respond with a surrendering commitment to follow
Jesus. He had been introduced to Jesus as the Messiah, he had seen many people healed in his own home and he
had witnessed the great catch of fish.  It took all these things to convince him Jesus was worth following.  Jesus did
not just walk by and say, "Follow Me," and have people drop everything they were doing to go with Him.  He
cultivated the situation over a period of time and then when the person was ready, He issued the invitation.  We
could learn from the methodology Jesus used.  We think we can just invite someone to go to church and they will
respond.  It usually does not happen that way.  Jesus established a relationship with Simon and was a guest in his
house.  He involved Simon in His ministry by borrowing his boat for a pulpit and then He let Simon experience a
personal miracle.  Only then was Simon ready to make a real commitment to follow this Man.  If Jesus saw the
need to do all of this, do you think we can do less and be successful in bringing people into the Kingdom of God? 
Our mission in life, as members of the Church (Christ's Body) is to be fisher's of men.  God has chosen this method
to bring the Good News to a lost world and He has chosen us to part of the process as we encounter various people
each day.   
23-25 Jesus understood the hierarchy of needs of people.  You cannot get a person to think about spiritual things
if he is hungry, sick, mentally ill or having other immediate needs.  We must minister to the perceived need before



the real need can be met.

CHAPTER 5
1-2 The news of the ministry of Jesus in healing the sick and casting out demons had gotten around and
crowds of people seeking help would gather around Him wherever He went.  Not only did Jesus help the people in
their physical needs, He also taught them.  In spite of their impoverished conditions, the people were (as many are
today) trying to find happiness.  Jesus taught them how to find true happiness.
3-5 The message that Jesus gave was in couplets of “qualification requirements” and “fulfillment.”  The first
beatitude give the requirement of “poor in spirit” and the fulfillment of “the kingdom of heaven.”  It seems
paradoxical that being poor in spirit is a qualification for finding happiness.  However, only those who realize that
something is missing (that they are not fulfilled in their humanity and need the presence of God to make
themselves complete) will find true happiness.  This happiness finds it consummation in the rule and reign of Jesus
Christ as Lord of our lives -- this is the Kingdom of Heaven.  If we are satisfied, or if we think that manmade
remedies are the solution to the problems of the world, then we will always be frustrated and continuously chasing
after some magic formula and never finding it.

The next beatitude also appears to be contradictory.  The requirement for finding happiness is that we
must first “mourn.”  Such mourning could be a result of our realizing the poverty of spirit in our lives.  We would
then cry out to God for help.  Jesus promised that if we do cry out for relief and mourn because of our condition,
then we will have help and be comforted. When we realize the lostness of our condition and the fact that we cannot
save ourselves, then we have good reason to mourn.  The Good News that should bring comfort is that God so
loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes on Him should not perish but have
eternal life.

A result of our coming to God through Jesus Christ and finding His salvation brings peace and comfort. 
This realization brings a change in relationship with others making us more tolerant, polite, and tactful.  We would
not need to demand our rights, demand that things be done our way, not try to prove anything in our relationships
with others.  This is the essence of “meekness.”  The fulfillment of that blessing is in the present.  
6-9 Jesus built up each new thought on the foundation of the previous thought.  Realizing the poverty of spirit
leads to sorrow that is expressed in mourning and prevents us for acting with arrogant pride toward our fellowman. 
Our newly revived spirits need to be nourished and this need is expressed as hunger and thirst for righteousness. 
Since this is what God already wants for us, then we shall have it if we seek for it.

As we put pride to death, we realize that the salvation we have is not deserved and it is a result of God’s
mercy.  It is God’s intend that His mercy will begat mercy from us toward others.  In this way we become more like
Jesus.

The very thing that caused the separation between man and God was sin.  The must let the Holy Spirit do
His work of purifying our hearts and take away our tendency to sin.  The reward of such purity is that we will have
realization of the presence of God being near us and when all of life is through we will have the pleasure of coming
before Him to be presented to Him with exceeding joy.

It was not God purpose that we should keep all of these blessing to ourselves.  We are to share them with
others.  One of the ways that happiness (blessing) can be shared is in helping our fellow man to live peaceably with
his neighbors as well as his enemies.  The call to be a peacemaker goes out to everyone who has had an encounter
with the Prince of Peace.  Only those who have come to “peace with God” will have a chance to be at “peace with
man.”  These are the sons of God.
10-12 The message from the Old Testament was “do what is right and you will prosper and be blessed.”  This is
a general truth that is a “cause and effect” relationship in our dealings within our boundaries. If we add in the
spiritual dimension and the implications of eternity, we find that our world crosses with the world of the enemy --
the kingdom of darkness.  When our orderly world intersects with the chaos of the kingdom of darkness, then we
find that good is call bad, evil is called good, etc.  We are punished for doing what is defined as right by God.  We
are to remain faithful because the ultimate victory will see the demise of the kingdom of darkness and the rewards
will come.
13-16 In the time before refrigeration, salt was very important to preserve meats. If we are to function as salt in
the world, then we must be about the business of preserving or saving people and things.  The influence of
Christian concern has changed the way people are treated in nearly all areas of life.  It is our Christian responsi-
bility to be a good influence on people that might otherwise be ruined in moral and spiritual corruption. 



Sometimes the influence of salt is rather subtle and at other times a heavy application is needed.  Our influence as
Christians can be both subtle and obvious.  The subtle ways are there by our example and help and the obvious
ways are when we take united action as a body to change things that are blatantly wrong.  The church should
openly oppose gambling, the sale of liquor, abortion, divorce, pornography, drugs, and any other thing that is
harmful to individuals and society in general.  

In our role as being the light of the world, we are to teach what the word of God says. Just as in the
situation with the 300 men of Gideon who had their light in clay jars, the light could not be seen until the jars were
broken.  Being broken is the work of the cross, it is realizing that we are poor in spirit, it is being humble before
God and meek before our fellow man.  We should be ready at all times to be able to respond to whatever questions
there may be in life or about life with what the Word of God says.  Many people are in spiritual darkness because
they do not know God's way and we have an obligation to let the light we have been given shine.
17 The discourse that Jesus gave on what it takes to be happy seemed contradictory to the OT Law and the
promises regarding prosperity.  However, he was merely giving the true and deeper meaning of what God intended
in the words He had given to the prophets.
18-20 Grace does not remove the obligation to obey God.  Grace provides the means for it to be accomplished. 
Even the best we can do in our own strength is insufficient and we must rely on what God freely provides to us.
21-22 Not only does the Kingdom of Heaven that Jesus proclaimed keep every thing of the Law and Prophets it
requires even more.  It is not sufficient to avoid physically murdering someone, we must also not attack them in
our thought life or with words.
23-24 In the O.T. times, people made sin offerings to God -- that is, they realized that because of their sins that
God “had something against them.”  That is good to do.  However, in the Kingdom of God we must consider sins
against our fellow man.  We need to make an offering first to those whom we have wronged (or those who think we
have wronged them) and then bring our offering to God.
25-26 I’m assuming that this is a situation where the person being sued does owe someone money or has an
obligation that he has not paid or cannot pay.  Negotiated settlements are usually far less costly than those imposed
by courts or even juries.  
27-28 The Jews took the commandment regarding adultery literally with a very narrow definition of what
constituted adultery.  Jesus showed them the intent of what God wanted.  He is interested in the intent of our
hearts.  It is more difficult to bring lustful thought into control than to refrain from the act itself.  The people had
many rules and regulations regarding looking upon a woman.  These traditions still are practices in some of the
fundamental Muslim countries.  It is not the looking but the lusting that is the problem.
29-30 To some people (to some extend this characterized a lot of the world) the sex drive has taken on
paramount importance.  Jesus is telling us that we need to cut it out of our lives if we cannot control it.  If your
hand or eye causes you to sin then we could eliminate these from being problem; however, these are not the cause
of sin just as guns are not the cause of murders.  The problem is in the heart.
31-32 The marriage vows are to be taken seriously.  Some of our actions that are deemed legal by our
government (or by our local church) are viewed quite differently from God’s perspective.  It is to Him that we must
answer.
33-37 We don’t need to be playing word games with the truth.
38-42 The only way to break the cycle of conflict is to interrupt the cycle by not returning evil for evil.  We are
“imprinted” to win at all cost.  Therefore, we are very competitive and if someone hits us, we them harder.  They,
being of the same nature, will attempt to hit us harder.  The question we need to ask is, “What is the definition of
winning?”  If we win by getting to the finish line before everyone else only to find that it was the wrong finish line,
then what have we accomplished.  If winning is defined as bringing people into the kingdom of heaven, then we
must return love for hate, good for evil, etc.
43-47 These new kingdom paradigms apply to all people with whom we come in contact.  
48 Our goal is to be as our Father is. We are to become legitimate children of God.  

CHAPTER 6
1-4 Most of us want to be well thought of.  Most of us would like to be good example to our friends and
neighbors.  However, it is very difficult for us to separate the good thoughts we have from the real intentions
behind such thoughts.  Do I want to be a good example so that everyone will recognize me as a good example or so
that others will be inspired to do well?  Do I want to be well thought of so that I might feed my ego or so that



whatever good I might be able to do will be received?  Unfortunately, some realize that doing charitable things or
religious things makes a good impression and these will help them “get ahead.”  They put on an act for all the
world to see.  This “play acting” was called “hypocrisy” and the actors “hypocrites.”  If our only motive is to
impress people, that is all that such acts will accomplish.  We may fool others and we may even fool ourselves, but
God is not fooled.  How can we know if we are doing things for the right motive?  Ask “would I do this if no one
knew about it?”  An even better question is “would I do this even if I did not realize it was a “good work?”  When
we realize our goodness, then we are treading on the ground of pride.
5-8 We can pray when we can’t do anything else and we should pray before we do anything else.  Victories
are won on the battlefield of prayer.  We participate in establishing the Kingdom of God through the process of
prayer.  However, if prayer is done for show, then little other than show will be accomplished.  Jesus advised that
we withdraw in a secluded place so that distractions can be shut out and (perhaps more importantly) so that we can
put aside all pretense when we pray to our Father in Heaven.
9 Recognizing God as Father requires that we be born of His Spirit.  It requires that we honor (hallow) His
name and it requires that we follow when the Spirit leads (Rom 8:14   because those who are led by the Spirit of
God are sons of God.)
10 Jesus came to proclaim the Kingdom of God.  We experience the kingdom as we acknowledge the
Lordship of Jesus in everything we do.
11 Trusting God for all of life’s provision (body, soul, and spirit) will keep us pure and healthy in all three
realms of our being.
12 Since none of us are perfect, all need forgiveness and understanding.  We can determine how much
forgiveness we receive by the amount we are willing to give. 
13 We must always remember that the world (cosmos) in which we exist is not perfect.  Evil is present and
the evil one want to destroy what God is doing.  
14-15 The importance of forgiveness is emphasized in that Jesus came back to elaborate on the subject.  The
consequences of refusing to forgive is not understood well enough by any of us.  
16-18 We must guard against doing “religious things” just to make an impression on other people.  Some people
will “have the blessing for their food” when they eat in a restaurant “to give a good witness.”  That sounds good,
but it is the wrong reason!
19-21 We must set priorities correctly as we balance our lives.  If we keep the “end in mind,” then we will
realize that the spiritual and eternal will be all that is left in the end.  Everything else is temporal and will pass
away.  We can convert the physical assets into spiritual assets as we use what God has given us to advance the
purposes of the kingdom of heaven.  Everything that is not converted into the currency of the kingdom will be
useless in eternity.  If we do not change the focus of what we think is important, then we will continue to build up
assets in the wrong account.
22-23 How do we see life?  Do we have a world view that aligns with God’s view?  If we are not aware of the
spiritual realm and all we know is what the world has taught us, then we are really in the dark.
24 The world view of things is that money and materialism is everything.  The “bottom line” is always the
material value.  If we get caught up in that, then we will have no room to help others nor support the work of the
Kingdom of God.  
25-34 In our hierarchy of needs, food and shelter are pretty basic, low level concerns.  Once the basics are
satisfied, then we need to move on to other needs of a higher order.  We really misplace our priorities if we
continue to worry about these lower order things once they are satisfied.   

CHAPTER 7
1-2 Gill’s Commentary points out that Jesus is talking about rash judgments that interpret every thing another
person says or does in the worst possible sense and censuring them in a very severe manner.  When we are critical
of others, we open ourselves to criticism of the same measure.  
3-5 We can easily see the faults of others but are blinded to our own shortcomings.  The poet Robert Burns
wrote “... if we could see ourselves as others see us.”  
6 We waste our breath and bore the listener with the subtle truths of the gospel message.  Those who have
sold out to the devil or to the way of the world will not listen to the truth.  We can argue mightily against abortion
and pornography and drug usage, but most who are enslaved to such sins will not listen.  They feel threatened and
consequently attack the Christian who tries to help.



7-8 God encourages us to trust Him and to be involved in the options we have before us.  We are to be pro-
active in asking, knocking, and seeking.  Passivity and Christianity are not a good mixture.
9-11 Many people do not trust God to do what is best for them.  We are afraid to surrender our wills to His will. 
We will miss the best that God has for us if we insist on doing it “our way.”  
12 The “Golden Rule” is a summary statement of the Law and the Prophets.  It is not only the outcome but it
is also the basis of the “workability” of that system.  It takes a mind set that is basically moral and teaches how to
do things so that relationship work well.  If the mind set is basically evil and is intent on satisfying only self, then
the system and the society break down.
Though the “Golden Rule” sums up the Law and the Prophets, one might wonder if it is the basis of operation for
the Kingdom of Heaven.  It likely is just the minimum requirement or the starting point.  Jesus told us to love one
another as He loved us.  That is going beyond loving your neighbor as yourself -- it is sacrificial and involves doing
more that you would expect others to do for you.
13-14 These words of Jesus regarding the few and the many should give us an idea regarding the kind of harvest
we can expect from efforts to evangelize.  The Kingdom of Heaven will not be accepted by all people.  Many will
reject it.  It is not an “easy believism” kind of philosophy that many would like to make it.

There are many possible interpretations as to what the "strait" or narrow gate might be.  One is that there
is only one way of salvation.  Jesus told His disciples, "I am the way, the truth, and the life; no man comes to the
Father but by Me." We say that we believe that Jesus is God Incarnate and we know that God cannot lie; therefore,
we must believe that there is only one entry way to the path of salvation.  The wide gate represents the wishful
thinking of most people in the world -- that anything goes and one religion is as good as the next.  These other
possibilities, Hinduism, Buddhism, Muslim, Masonry, Zoroasterism, and all the rest can lead only to destruction
and not to life.

Man is basically a rebellious being.  We don't want anyone telling us what to do.  We resent authority and
any form of restriction.  The fact that there is only one choice bothers many people and the fact that the only choice
is narrow and restrictive also bothers many people.  The Christian life is a life of discipline and there are many
things that are off limits to us.  Limits are set for our benefit and protection.  The fact that the gate is narrow and
small means that we cannot walk through it with a lot of excess baggage.  The biggest thing in most people's lives
is SELF. Self is expressed in an unforgiving spirit, selfishness, self-centeredness, self-righteousness, and pride. 
Many people who are looking for the pathway for their life will come to the "strait" gate and decide that they don't
want to go through it because they value all their excess baggage too much.
15-20 The warning about false prophets follows immediately after Jesus' description of the two ways of life --
one that leads to death and the other that leads to life.  Some claim to have found another way and want to lure
unsuspecting seekers in at their gate.  Jesus describes these as wolves in sheep's clothing. Their purpose is
destruction. The immediate question is "How can we tell the difference between the ‘true' and the ‘false’ leaders? 
The answer is in their lives and the fruit they bear.  Are they unselfish, do they show love, joy, peace, patience,
meekness, temperance, faithfulness, gentleness, goodness?  If they are exhibiting greed, pride, hardheartedness,
arrogance and selfishness, then you can pretty much know the difference.  The point is that we can tell the
difference and are expected to check it out before setting out to follow any human leadership.
21-23 Our profession of faith must be backed up with actions that are consistent with that profession.  We can
claim to be Christians and say that Jesus is Lord; however, if we do not live under the Lordship of Christ by
following His commands, then it becomes obvious that the words we express do not have any integrity.  The other
point that Jesus makes here is that even doing good things such as preaching the gospel, healing the sick, and other
miracles are not going to mean anything on Judgment Day if our basic character has not changed.  Many tend to
think Christianity is just a matter of doing certain things--go to church, get involved, don't smoke, drink, or run
around with wild women, help the poor, and sing in the choir; however, unless we have been born again all these
things are of no value.  If we do all these good things and do them for the wrong reasons, then our good works are
deemed to be iniquity.  The judgment that is rendered against such false piety is the same as those that live openly
sinful lives -- separation from God for all eternity.
24-27 This word picture that Jesus painted points out the importance of a proper foundation in ones life. You
may have the best of building materials--good works, religious things, miracles; however, if they are put together
on the wrong foundation, then such a life will not stand in the Judgment.  In the case of the two houses, the only
difference was the foundation.  The same wind, rain, and flood beat upon both houses.  The wise person will build
on a rock and only a foolish person would build on a shifting and changing foundation.  The mark of wisdom for
man today is found in the choice of following Jesus. Jesus is our rock.  He is the Eternal One from the foundation



of the world.  James tells us that God is the Father of Light in whom there is no variableness nor shadow of
turning.  You can count on changes in manmade religions--it changes to fit the situation and the times in which
people live.

CHAPTER 8
1 The teachings of Jesus on the mountainside were practical applications of the Kingdom of God.  Jesus did
not spend all His time teaching but came down from the position of teacher to apply the truths among the people.
2 We have confidence in God’s ability but doubt His willingness to help us.  This is a manifestation of a
lack of trust.
3 We have to get involved (touch) before we can be effective in our ministry.  Jesus wants to help us and to
make us whole.  He has to power to just speak and it will be done.  If we have faith, then we can but speak to “the
mountain” and it will move.  
4 The act of Jesus to the man was not to promote His ministry but was one of compassion.  We are to
minister to others from unselfish motives -- not that other will hear about it and think that we are so great but
simply to minister out of love.  The only testimony was to be to the priest as a means of being made acceptable in
the society in which the leper lived.
5-10 Just as the Romans and the Jews had segmented themselves into two separate societies, we have many
barriers that separate us from each other.  Each side builds its own fence.  We are not likely to cross the barrier
unless the situation is desperate.  The centurion realized that his world held not hope for his dying servant.  He was
willing to subject himself to criticism from his countrymen by asking help from Jesus.  This is an example of self-
sacrificing love on his part.  This is the same kind of love God demonstrated toward us in Jesus Christ. 

The case of the leper, Jesus said He was willing.  In the case of the Roman, Jesus showed the eagerness of
God to help by offering to heal before he was asked.

The centurion’s humility was matched by his faith.  He recognized the superiority of Jesus as a person of
power and authority.  He also realized and believed that Jesus could “just speak the word and it will be done.”  We
have nearly two millennia of the church age and seldom do we demonstrate such faith in the Lord of Glory. 
11-13 Saving faith is not limited to those who are like us in being “good church people.”  On the other hand, not
all “good church people” are saved.  Many practice the rituals and get involved but not all have been born again. 
We see the importance of “what we believe” in the words of Jesus when He told the centurion, “As you have
believed, so be it done unto you.”
14-22 In this series of events in the ministry of Jesus, He had just completed ministering in the synagogue to
someone possessed of evil spirits.  He rebuked the evil spirit in the man (according to Luke 4).  Now he came to the
home of Peter and found a physical illness and He rebuked the fever and it left.  Later on (in the evening) many
who were possessed by demons were brought to Him.  (Noticed that the demon-possessed did not come on their
own but needed to be brought.)  I would appear that distinction is being made between and “unclean spirit” and a
“demon.”  According to Luke, Jesus also rebuked the demons.  Since He is Lord of all (body, soul and spirit), then
we might infer that the “unclean spirit” was acting on the spirit of the person, the fever was acting on the physical
body of Peter’s mother-in-law, and the demons were vexing the souls of the persons who had them.
18 This may begin a different series of events in the life of Jesus.  In Luke’s account -- which is generally
thought to be more chronologically correct -- the next events were at the lake, but involved the morning after a
night of unsuccessful fishing.  This was followed by a call for Peter, James, and John to leave their fishing and
follow Jesus.  
19-21 Matthew includes the attempt of some to follow Jesus but whose hearts were not right with the purposes of
the Kingdom of God.  The scribe likely realized that Jesus was the Messiah but wanted to follow Him only because
it would be profitable for him to be on the winning side.  The other man had his priorities out of balance and could
not be useful to God in the Kingdom.

23-27 Not only did Jesus rebuke the evil spirit, the fever, and the demons, He also rebuked the winds and waves. 
He is Lord of body, soul, spirit, and all of the creation!  The disciples were amazed and we should be also.
28-34 Jesus had been teaching and healing in the region of Capernium on the west side of the Sea of Galilee. 
People were crowding around to have their needs met.  On one occasion He and His disciple went to the east side
of the sea.  That area was mainly a Gentile area.  On the way over to the other side, a violent storm came up and
this was the time he rebuked the wind and the storm ceased.  



They went from a storm of nature into a spiritual storm.  Two demon-possessed men roamed about the
area where they landed.  We have so little understanding of this subject and almost no teaching in the churches on
this subject.  Many dismiss the subject as no more than ignorance and superstition.  It is said to be "mental illness." 
In this particular case the "mental illness" spoke to Jesus and recognized Him as the Son of God.  This "mental
illness" also realized that there was an appointed time of judgement coming in which "it" or "they" would be
thrown into the lake of fire that burns for ever.  Luke tells us that one of the men had many "mental illnesses" in
him.  So many, their names were Legion.  

We can learn that the demons that possessed these men knew that Jesus had authority over them.  Just as
Jesus had authority over sickness, blindness, and even the forces of nature, He had authority over the spirit world. 
We can also see these demons wanted to inhabit a physical body so their evil could find expression.  They preferred
to be in a herd of pigs rather than roam free.

Jesus granted their wish to go into the pigs and just as the devil desires to do to each of us, the "hosts" for
the evil spirits were destroyed.  Jesus warned us the devil came to kill, steal and to destroy.  The demons were
slowly destroying the lives of the men they possessed and they quickly destroyed the lives of the pigs.

News spread rapidly to the town about the demon-possessed men.  The townsmen came out and pleaded
with Jesus to leave.  Why would they want Him leave?  They were afraid of the power of the spiritual and did not
want to openly confront the evil forces around them.  They failed to realize that One was there among them Who
had the power and the authority to deal with evil.  Their lack of trust caused them to reject Jesus.  This is exactly
our situation today.  There are all kinds of evil that possess people and destroy their lives.  We are both ignorant of
and afraid of the reality of the situation.  We do not want to address the problems of evil spirits and demons
because we fear what others will think of us (not sophisticated) and we fear the unknown and power of the spirit
world.  We do not believe that He Who is in us is greater than he who is in the world.  Jesus is great than the devil. 
He demonstrated His power over the demons several times.

CHAPTER 9
1-8 When Jesus returned to the Capernium area people again came to Him in large numbers.  Matthew's
account of the healing of the paralytic doesn't mention the large crowd nor the faith demonstrated by four men who
lowered his bed through the roof into the house where Jesus was teaching.

Not only were there people in need of healing and deliverance, but there were the critics and the skeptics. 
These had come to find fault in what He said or what He did.  When Jesus saw the man on the bed that had been
lowered into the room, He did not even address the obvious physical condition of the man.  He looked past that to
the need of each of us for forgiveness.  Just as everyone who has ever lived needs forgiveness, this man did also.  It
may have been the man had such guilt over the wrong he had done it had caused paralysis.  There are situations in
which stress can be so great that people do experience severe debilitating physical problems.  We do not know this
was the case, but Jesus chose to first address the issue of forgiveness of sins.

This act produced a lot of criticism among the critics.  They knew that only God could forgive sins.  What
they did not know was that God was there in their midst.  Notice that Jesus did not question the assumption that
only God can forgive sins.  He did not deny that He had the authority to say what He said.  If the critics had been
"listening" they would have heard Jesus telling them "I am God."

Jesus addressed the issue of which is easier to say:  "Your sins or forgiven" or "Get up and walk."  There
was no way for the crowd to know if the man's sins were forgiven, but they could instantly tell if he had been
healed and could walk.  To display His power and authority over both areas, Jesus told the man to "take up your
matt and go home."  He did it!  The crowd was filled with awe and praised God.

We are to do the works that Jesus did.  The healing power and the power over the spiritual world have
been neglected so long that people have little faith to believe what God can do.  Let us not be among the
nonbelievers.

9 Matthew might be one who qualified as being “poor in spirit.”  His profession put him at odds with the
religious community -- he was publican.  Being a publican, he may have been a man of wealth but had discovered
that money did not bring satisfaction.  A higher order dissatisfaction in his life could only be fulfilled by the true
meaning in life which he heard in the words and saw in the life of Jesus.
10 Matthew did the very thing each of us should do and that is to introduce our friends to Jesus.  Each of us
has a different sphere (world) of influence into which we must take the gospel and teach other “whatsoever things”



Jesus has taught us.  
11-13 We cannot expect to win the lost to Christ if we do not go to where the lost are.  It is an error to think that
the lost are going to just show up at church.  We sometimes get so caught up in the rituals of religion that we forget
about the lost.  We look up those who are perishing with disdain and think that they deserve what is happening to
them -- that is not an attitude of mercy.
14-15 We have a tendency to worry about the form of religious expression rather than the content of the heart. 
We must avoid “entrapping” Christianity in the old garment or old wineskin of religion.  Neither can contain what
God is doing.  

18-19 We see all around us situations in which parents face hopelessness when confronted with their
helplessness in the face of sickness in their children.  This is a place with the church can reach out to people as a
point of ministry.  The reputation of Jesus was such that this Jewish leader believed that Jesus was a person to
whom he could go for help.  We must be diligent to build such a reputation for the church.  
20-22 On the one hand, we marvel at what the medical profession can do to help people with by-passes and
transplants.  On the other hand there is a seemingly infinite number of problems they have not been able to help. 
We look back to the time in which this woman lived and we realize how primitive the practice of physicianry and
pharmacy.  Decades from now, people will think the same of our day.  Yet the limit of man’s resources is only the
beginning of the resources of God.  We access those resources by faith just as this lady did.  The action that
demonstrates our faith is not so important as the faith itself.  

We all have an incurable disease that will not respond to human treatment.  It can only be addressed by
coming to Jesus and reaching out in faith to Him.  So many people come to church but do not exercise faith in the
process and never really "touch" God in the sense that this woman touched Jesus.  I believe that this passage shows
us that God's power is there and is available to us if we will reach out in faith believing for our need to be met.  
23-26 Luke tells us that before Jesus and the crowd reached the house of the ruler there came the devastating
news that his daughter was dead. We've been talking about hopelessness and we see, in death, a resignation to the
finality of physical death.  Most people won't allow themselves to even hope that the condition could be reversed. 
Certainly the messenger that brought the news to Jairus felt that way about it. When Jesus sense that hopelessness
was about to overtake the situation, He responded with a promise to Jairus and encouraged him to keep his faith. 
Without hope his faith would have nothing to focus on and without the promise that his daughter would be made
whole he had no basis for hope.  As Jesus arrived at the home, He encountered skeptics that would not believe
beyond their own experience. 

Before proceeding Jesus separated Himself from those that were skeptics.  I am convinced that the reason
we don't see more miracle in the church today is because of all the skeptics that make up such a large percentage of
the congregations.  Having separated those that would not believe from those that would, he then did the
impossible from the standpoint of human efforts--He call the dead back to life.  If Jesus can bring hope to such
hopeless situations as we see here, then He can certainly handle the problems that we face day in and day out. 
Trust Him!  

27-31 None are so blind as those who will not see.  In the story of Samson, he lost his sight to the enemies of
Israel.  We tend to let the world blind us to the truths of God.  Only Jesus can heal our spiritual blindness but it
will be “according to our faith.”  

The admonition to not tell people about the miracle was likely to try to avoid the appearance that Jesus
was doing what He to increase His own popularity.  Also, some would have tried to force Him to be a provider of
physical needs -- bread and fishes, healing, deliverance -- these were similar to the temptation that Jesus
experienced in the 40-day wilderness period.
32-33 The power of Jesus was sufficient for all things that afflict us.  As noted earlier, demon possession may be
a “soul problem” rather than a spiritual problem.  The uniqueness of Jesus was recognized by the ordinary person
of His day. 
34 The leaders saw what the ordinary people saw but attributed the good to evil motives.  We are living in a
day where those in power are calling “good” evil and “evil” good.  Abortion is deemed by the courts to be a good
thing to do.  Homosexuality is deemed by the courts to be a good thing to do.  Pornography is said to be ok.  Trying
to tell someone about Jesus or posting the Ten Commandments in a public place is called a serious offense. 
Something is wrong with our society as it was in the days of Jesus.



35-38 Jesus saw the corruption of those in power, yet that did not deter Him from His mission.  He had
compassion of the people who needed help in spite of the wrong agenda of the leaders.  Many have commented that
we have no true leadership in our nation.  We too are as sheep with a shepherd.  The time for harvest is nearing
and those we don’t harvest now will be harvested later in the final judgement.

CHAPTER 10
1 Delegation of authority must precede exercise of power.  Jesus has delegated to the Church the authority
of His office since He is Head of the Church.  The three areas of evil spirts, disease (unsoundness) and sickness
(malady) relate to spirit, body and soul.
2-4 The twelve apostles are named.  
5-6 Focus is important as we go about the work of the kingdom.  We can help everyone but we can help
someone.
7-8 The Kingdom or rule of Jesus is the central message and we demonstrate the authority of the Kingdom by
showing its power over sickness, death, disease and demons.  All is to be done by the grace of God -- freely given.
9-10 People come into the Kingdom by trusting in God provision.  Those who would declare the Kingdom must
also trust in His provision.  This is very difficult for our society in that we have become so dependent on material
things that we would do carry a lot of baggage with us.
11-15 Target those who are likely to be open to the Gospel.  This may require some research.  If one person
accepts Christ that will sometimes open the way for others to step forward to also accept Him.  If the most likely
ones will not accept, then we must move on to other opportunities.
16-20 Did Jesus realize that what He taught about turning the other cheek and going the second mile was setting
his followers up for others to take advantage of them?  I think so!  He said, “I send you forth as sheep in the midst
of wolves.”  Therefore, we are to exercise wisdom and be watchful.  Persecution is going to happen.  When we
stand for what is right, then others will oppose us.  Christians will be misunderstood; however such
misunderstanding can be an opportunity to spread the Gospel even further.  Much of what Jesus said about
persecution happened during the lifetime of His disciples.  However, the reality of persecution is with us today
(more people have been killed for their faith in Christ in the 20th century than in all the preceding centuries).  We
can also rely on His promise of the Holy Spirit speaking through us as these situations arise.  

We are to carry on the work that Jesus started.  We need to have direction or instruction in the principles,
we need to see these principles demonstrated, and to demonstrate them for others.  We must exercise trust and
walk in God’s wisdom as we carry out the commission in the power and authority delegated to the church.  But
most of all we need to be about doing it!
21-23 The word of God brings division and causes conflict because the world system opposes God.  The
persecution is not over -- more is yet to come.  
24-25 A further warning by Jesus to His followers of the extent of the persecution they would have to endure. 
They did not know how extensive the cost would be at the time Jesus told them this.  The persecution and assault
would be physical, it would be orchestrated from the spiritual world and it would also take the form of accusations
and arguments against what they would teach.
26-27 Revealing what is concealed applies to the true nature and motives of the Jewish leaders and the those
who would persecute the followers of Christ.  It also applies to plainly and openly declaring the message of the
Gospel to the world.  We are to preach it without parables and to make the message as clear as it can be.  The
reference to what is whispered in their ear relates to the method of teaching of that time.  The learned scholar
would whisper the truth into the ear of an orator who would then expound it in a loud voice to the people.  
28-31 “The One with Whom we have to do” or show ultimate respect is not a political leader or judge or
employer.  We are to look to God in reverence and ultimate respect.  Though he has complete and absolute power,
we can trust Him with our very being.  He knows what is going on in every detail of our lives and He values us
highly.
32-33 When it come to aligning ourselves with the Kingdom of God or the kingdom of this world, we can either
choose the way of the world because we fear what men might do to us or we can choose God’s way and in doing so
acknowledge Him as Lord of all and the ultimate Victor.  We cannot wait until the final bell has rung and then try
to jump over to God’s side.  We have to confess Him now.
34-36 All of life is filled with paradoxes.  The Prince of Peace came to bring a sword to the earth.  True peace
cannot exist until evil (rebellion against God) has been eliminated.  The old nature will not give up easily and will
oppose what God is doing.  We will even find that we are at war with ourselves as well as others.



37 Another paradox is seen in that the One Who told us to honor our father and mother and instills in us a
great sense of responsibility for our children requires us to put these in second place to Him.  We are not to neglect
our family members, but we are not to let them turn us aside from following God.  
38-39 Not only are we to refuse to let family members dissuade us from following God, we are not to allow our
own basic nature to get in the way.  The purpose of taking up our cross is to be put self to death.  The paradox of
this truth is stated here -- the only way to find true life is to lose the life you have.  If we cling to the old we can
never grasp the new.
40-42 We are ambassadors for Christ.  We are official representatives of the Kingdom of Heaven.  We are to
profit from what God is telling us through other people whom He is using to declare His truths.  We are also to be
hospitable and helpful to those who are laborers in the vineyard of God.

CHAPTER 11
1 The Teacher practiced what He taught.  It is not enough for our modern day teachers to just tell others
what they should do, they should lead the way with good examples and have a ministry of practical practice of their
own.
2-6 One would think that John should have no doubt regarding Jesus.  He was the one who declare “Behold
the Lamb of God.”  He heard the voice at the baptism of Jesus.  He was filled with the Holy Spirt.  I believe that
John had little doubt but sent his disciples to Jesus so they could be convinced that Jesus was the fulfillment of all
the OT prophecies.
7-15 Jesus spoke to the crowd to clarify the mystery of the man and the mission of John the Baptist.  Jesus
questioned the crowd.  Would they have gone out to hear someone who swayed under the breeze of current popular
trends?  Absolutely not!  This is one reason people are staying away from our churches in droves today.  Many
preachers are simply spouting the latest pop psychology fads from the pulpits and people are pooh-poohing it as
they should.  John was not a reed shaking in the wind.  He was not a "weather vane."  Jesus asked them if they
went to hear John because he was a fashion trend setter.  No, that was not the reason either.  Despite the popular
saying, clothes do NOT make the man.  People can and (we hope will) eventually look beyond the facade of glitz
show to see if there is any substance to a person.  Some people are all "show" and there is nothing else.  A friend
describes such people as "What you see is all there is."  John had substance, he was real.

Most importantly, John was the fulfillment of Isaiah's prophecy of "one send to prepare the way of the
Lord."  The greatness of John among all men who had even been born was established from the mouth of the Lord
Himself.  

Jesus also spoke of the struggle that was going on at the time regarding the "kingdom of the heavens." 
Jesus was referring to the spiritual world.  Things happening in the spiritual realm were influencing what was
occurring in the physical realm.  The fact that John the Baptist was in prison was evidence that the spiritual realm
was undergoing violence.  The struggle is still going on.  The spiritual battle is with us and is intensifying.  

Jesus made a reference to the prophecy regarding the coming of Elijah relative to the mission and ministry
of John the Baptist.  John certainly came in the spirit and power of Elijah, yet he denied that he was Elijah.  Jesus
said, "And if you are willing to accept it (if you want to believe it), he is the Elijah who is to come."  Then he
added, "He who has ears, let him hear."  In other words, John's ministry was like that of Elijah, but he was not the
fulfillment of that prophecy of the coming of Elijah before the "great and terrible day of the Lord."  The reason it
was not the fulfillment was that Jesus' first coming was not that "great and terrible day of the Lord."  That day is
yet to come.  

John needed to be reminded of what the Scriptures said regarding Jesus so that he could keep focused on
the vision and mission for his life.  We need to do the same thing and interpret all that happens to us in light of the
fact that God supremely loves us and is using everything that comes our way to bring about His mission for our
lives -- to transform us into the image of His Son, Jesus.
16-19 People concentrate more on the form rather than the function.  The people of Jesus’ day were more
interested in finding fault with the style of the preachers than listening to the message being proclaimed.  Today, it
is not any different.  Jesus reminds us that results are more important than cosmetics.
20-24 We bear great responsibility because we have been so greatly blessed.  I’ve heard it said that God will
have to apologize to Sodom and Gomorrah if He does not punish America.  We should hear the warnings of woe
and apply them to our situation.  The day of judgement is coming and people will find that God is not mocked.  
25-27 All true knowledge is available to us by revelation.  God reveals it to whom He chooses.  We have the



responsibility to respond and act upon such knowledge.  The greatest knowledge we can receive is that regarding
the Person of Jesus Christ.  The consequences of what we do with that knowledge are of equal importance to the
greatness of the knowledge.  
28-30 We need to learn that God grace is sufficient and that it is not by works of righteousness that we please
God.  Many in Jesus’ day were laboring under the burden of trying to earn approval of God.  Jesus gives us rest in
that we learn from His example to simply trust God and He will direct our paths.  Our approach then can be gentle
and we can operate from a position of strength that God provides.  We will have found that for which we have been
searching and real contentment will be ours.  When we are freed from the impossible burden of trying to save
ourselves then we can be about the work of the Kingdom in the power of the Holy Spirit.  

CHAPTER 12
1-7 We can be too “religious” to be practical in living life.  We want to obey God’s commands and please Him
in all that we do.  However, we must be careful that we do not substitute certain ritualistic observances for true
obedience.  Jesus summed it up well in telling the Pharisees to learn the meaning of “I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” 
God wants us to love Him above all, to love our neighbor as ourselves and to move to the point that we can love our
fellow Christians with the same kind of love that Jesus showed.  
8 Jesus gave witness to the Pharisee of His true identity.  He essentially told them He was God.  He had
instituted the Sabbath and knew what it meant.  He did not need them to tell Him what it was about.
9-14 Critics will be around and they will create situations that lead to opportunities to criticize the church of
Jesus.  The man with a withered hand may have been brought there by the Pharisees.  They posed a question to
Jesus that has an obvious answer to us:  "Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath days?"  This question was actually a
trap.  If Jesus said "No," then His critics would say that He didn't care about people.  If Jesus said "Yes," then they
would accuse Him of disregarding the Sabbath.  When you think about it, life itself is full of such conflicts.  There
are two good things from which to choose and you can't pick one without nullifying the other.  So, what is a person
to do?  You make judgements and try to pick the best alternative that will cause the greater good.

One might ask, "Is God pleased if we observe the Sabbath?"  In general, the answer would be "Yes."  We
might ask, "Is God pleased if we help a person in need when we have the resources to help?"  Again, the answer
has to be "Yes."  Now, let's ask "What pleases Him more?"  There is no contest.

Jesus showed how ridiculous the Pharisees were in their pettiness by asking them what they would do for a
farm animal in distress.  Surely, a person is more important than a farm animal.  He then asked them a more
general question that went beyond the question of healing.  "Is it lawful to do well on the Sabbath days?"  They
refused to answer Him.

Jesus then went on to heal the man with the withered hand to demonstrate His answer to the question. 
The Pharisees should have fallen down before Him in worship since Jesus had again showed His awesome power
that helped validate His ministry.  They didn't do that.  Instead, they left plotting how they might kill Him.
15-21 Jesus knew what the Pharisees were planning and He chose to withdraw from the area to let things cool
down.  Jesus had a sense of timing and He knew that the time for confrontation with the authorities was not right. 
The way of the world would have been for Jesus to call His followers together and expose the plot of the Pharisees. 
He could have incited the people to riot and kill the Pharisees.  This was absolutely out of character for the Mes-
siah.  As Isaiah the prophet had said, "He will not quarrel nor cry out; no one will hear His voice in the streets." 

We are not told where Jesus went when He left the area.  Occasionally, He went into the area occupied by
the Gentiles.  On such occasions He met the woman at the well and when He encountered the demoniacs on the
east side of the Sea of Galilee.  If this was the situation and He did go into the Gentile area, then we see a drama of
what was to come.  The Jews would reject Him and the gospel message would be taken to the Gentiles.  
22-24 We, in our modern sophistication, are grossly ignorant of the spiritual world.  We can assume that the
cause of this man’s blindness and inability to speak was the result of demon possession.  In our day it is both
“politically” and “religiously” incorrect to even mention the possibility of demon possession as a source of
problems in people.

Our response to what Jesus does will determine our eternity.  We can see confirmation that He is the
fulfillment of all of God’s promises or we can reject Him.
25-29 Many claim Christians operate from “blind faith.”  However, Jesus’ arguments regarding a kingdom
divided against itself are clear and reasonable.  They are logical and if we objectiely view all of what God has said
and not view it through the filter of our own preconceived ideas, then we will be able to see that God is real and



His reality is the only reality.  
The evidence of the Kingdom of God is that Jesus is in control.  His control is to unseat the forces of evil

that occupy places of authority in the lives of people.
30-37 Jesus does not give any room for neutrality.  The evidence of Who He is so strong that people is line up
either for or against Him.  If we reject Him and the convicting influence of the Holy Spirit, then we have no hope
of salvation.  There is no way to be forgiven if we reject God only way.

We are known by the fruit of our lives.  The fruit we bear is evidence of the kind of tree we are.  The fruit
of what is in our hearts is manifested in what we say.  We should guard our words carefully but especially we
should listen to what we say.  Here we find evidence of what is in our hearts.  The truest picture comes to us in the
“conversations” we have when no one else is listening.  This so-called “self talk” is a better indication of our true
nature than what we say when others are in on the conversation.
38-42 The time in which Jesus ministered was a “slippery slope” time for Israel.  They were approaching the end
of the 490 year period that God had granted them “to finish transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for
wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy.” 
They had failed to do what God wanted to be accomplished.  Those in the establishment were much like those
during Jeremiah’s time.  They opposed the message and focused on the trivial.  God had given them and has given
us all the “signs” we need to believe.  We have so much more to support the truth of the word of God than those of
ancient time upon whom the judgement of God fell.
43-45 People today are troubled with many problems that are described variously as fixations, mental illness,
depression, etc.  The problems are treated by those who have little or no understanding and less appreciation of the
spirit world.  Consequently, little help ever comes to those who are afflicted.  In cases where a person does find
relief the results are typically short-lived and the person slips back (deeper) into the problems they had.  Unless
such situations are correctly diagnosed, dealt with and the person then fortified by the Spirit of God filling the
void, then the end is worse than the former state.
46-50 Our kinship with Jesus is spiritual and we need to come to the point of recognizing the spiritual as the
ultimate reality and wean ourselves away from the physical.  

CHAPTER 13
1-9 The effect of the word of God on the hearer is not dependent on the quality of the word or the means of
delivery but on the condition of the heart of the one who hears.  God has messages for us in the everyday traffic of
life that we miss or dismiss as not being applicable to us.  We have barren spots that are hard places that we refuse
to buy into what is telling us about our lives.  We may do something momentarily but have no real life changing or
benefit.  Many other things we hear about are recognized as good but we just don’t have time to get them done.  If
we would break up the hard crusts of unawareness, of indifference, and make some room in our garden, then when
the “Owner” comes He will find that the land has yielded good fruit.
10-11 The disciples (as well as we) sometimes wished that God would just tell us what to do in plain language. 
Well, He did.  We call it the Ten Commandments.  The interpretation and practical application are best understood
by practical everyday examples.  Understanding these will allow us to use the direction God gives to us by the Holy
Spirit in a way that is acceptable to Him.  Unless we have been born of the Spirit, then we cannot understand
spiritual things.
12-13 The first and essential gift that God give is that of Himself in the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. 
Those who have received this will be given other blessings in abundance.  Those who reject the initial gift will end
up with nothing since they have no capacity to receive more.  If they were told in “plain language” the truths of the
Kingdom, they might gain a “mental” understanding of the principles and they would then try to apply them as
“techniques” to manipulate or manage other people.  
14-15 Those who continually reject the grace and mercy of God will be cut off and that without remedy.  Such
had happened to the nation of Israel.  God’s patience had run its course and the responsibility for the stewardship
of the Plan of Salvation was about to be given to the Church.
16-17 Those who would receive Christ would have ears that hears and eyes that see what many had longed to
understand.  We who are the Body of Christ have a great responsibility that we use the blessing God has given us
to be a blessing to others by sharing the truth of the Kingdom of God with others.
18-23 This explanation Jesus gave of the Parable of the Sower shows that the word of God is the best
commentary on itself.  



24-29 Jesus used the common place things to make His points.  The idea of seed germinating, growing and
producing fruit was used quite often.  It is a good illustration of how things with small beginnings, if given the
right environment, will grow and have significant influence.  We see from this illustration that it does not matter if
the “thing” is good or bad relative to its propensity to grow.  If you welcome and entertain good ideas or bad ideas,
both will grow in the fertile environment of your mind.  Both can have significant influence.

Another point that would have been significant to those familiar with wheat and tares is that before the
fruit appeared it was not apparent that two different types of plants were in the field.  The differences in good and
evil are not always evident to the causal observer until there is fruit borne.
28-30 We can see a contrast here.  The farmer owned the land and had a legitimate right to put the good seed in
the field.  The “enemy” had no right to do what he did; however, that did not stop him from doing it.  The presence
of evil does not give it legitimacy.  Many times people will argue that they have the right to believe whatever they
want to believe or to do whatever they want to do.  Would these people argue that the enemy had the right to put
tares in the farmer’s wheat field?

What is the farmer to do?  In a more general sense, how can we deal with evil once it is recognized?  In
this case the decision was made to sort it out later.  Some problems will not lend themselves to solutions until the
time is right.  The fact that “evil” can exist and grow along side “good” may tend to make think that it doesn’t
matter if we are basically good or bad.  That, of course,  is a wrong conclusion.
31-33 From a tiny acorn doth grow the mighty oak.  What Jesus was doing was only the beginning of something
far greater than any of the disciple could imagine.  The imagery of the yeast in the dough shows the need for
patience in obtaining results after the ideas of the kingdom are introduced in a person.  We are being transformed
by the renewing of our minds.  If there is no transformation taking place, then the yeast may not have been
“active.”
34-36 Jesus used parables to get people to think and then to be able to apply the truth of the parables to their own
life situation.  The principles of the Kingdom of God are not just abstract ideas but are way of life that lead to life.
37-43 Clearly, this is a picture of what has happen in the Church.  We have a mixture of wheat and tares.  The
world-wide influence of the Kingdom of Heaven was likely a difficult concept for the disciples of Jesus.  They were
conditioned to think of God’s influence and concern being mainly confined to their nation.  Today many would
like to limit the influence of the Kingdom of Heaven to the church building.  They are uncomfortable with
Christian influence in any other arena.  However, Jesus said “the field is the world” and both type of “plants” (sons
of the kingdom and sons of the evil one) are in the world.  Therefore, we should havr influence where were are
planted.  The sons of the kingdom should have the greater influence since we are the ones planted by the farmer. 
While we might like to see a world in which there is no evil, we can see from this parable the ultimate solution for
evil in the world will not occur until the “end of the age.”

The basis of differentiation between the sons of the kingdom and the sons of the evil one is the fruit that is
produced.  The angels “will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil.”  We know
that the fruit produced is determined by the seed.  The contrast of the outcome of the saved and the lost is not to be
taken lightly.  God’s judgment is a reality and those who are not saved face an eternity in hell which is described
here as a furnace of fire.  There are people who would accuse or blame God for this fate of the unsaved.  However,
God has provided a means of salvation and if people refuse to accept His salvation, then they have no one to blame
but themselves.  Some would claim we have a right to be wrong.  That may be so; however, this right is not
without its consequences.  

A tendency many of us have is to attempt to apply the same prescription to dealing with evil “in the
world” to error and evil “in the church.”  As a result, we take an approach of creative avoidance when such
situations occur in a local body of believers.  Other scriptures on false teaching and sinful behavior in the body of
Christ teach us to not tolerate evil in the church.  The church must be kept pure, there is no place for evil.  
44-46 These two short parables emphasize the great value of the Kingdom of Heaven.  It is like a treasure or an
expensive (or rare) piece of jewelry.  We see a call for sacrifice and commitment if one wants to fully participate in
the benefits of the Kingdom.

The hidden nature of the Kingdom of Heaven is that it is not always obvious to the casual observer and the
way to real happiness is not through materialism or doing “fun” things.  Real happiness and joy come through
helping other, through knowing that we have done what is right and good (whether anyone else knows about it or
not).  The value of such peace and joy is worth all other things.  To know that we are in the center of God’s will
and He is on our side is worth any price.

These two parables contrast the fact that people are different.  One person could have been an ordinary



guy going about his business and suddenly discovered Jesus and the way of salvation.  He wasn’t looking for the
secret of happiness but recognized it when he came across it.  The other person is representative of those who seek
the best.  They search for a better philosophy of life and way of living.  These are like the merchant who was
looking for the good pearls.

We see similarities in the two parables.  Both people were willing to step out in faith, to risk all they had,
to break with the past.  Both recognized the great value of their find.

Sometimes we wonder why some people do not accept the salvation available to them.  It could be that
they do not see the value or maybe doubt the reality of the benefits of the Kingdom of heaven.  The fear of the
unknown sometimes traps people in poor circumstances.  This is why those who have been saved need to share
their experiences with those who have fears and doubts.  We need to tell others about the greatness of the Kingdom
of Heaven.
47-50 This parable is similar to the wheat and the tares parable in that we find the good and bad.  The sorting
out will be at the end of the age.  
51-53 The parables help us understand the nature and concept of the Kingdom of God.  There is not definable
place or boundaries such as one might find with an early kingdom.  
54-58 The people of Nazareth thought they knew Jesus but it was just an acquaintance or head knowledge of
Him.  We must guard against just learning facts about Jesus rather than knowing Him.  They limited the Son of
God through their unbelief and I fear we do the same thing all the time.

CHAPTER 14
1-2 Word of the work of God in the world reaches even those who are part of the world system.  Because they
are ignorant of what God is doing, they will misinterpret what is actually happening.  Though there is a
recognition of the supernatural, people will not generally face up to the reality and seek to know God.
3-5 Guilt haunts people and cause fear because of the realization that judgement is coming someday.  Yet
people will not turn from their wickedness and seek God’s righteousness even when their sins are clearly defined. 
The response is that we want to silence the messenger.  Many people have effectively silences the inner voice of
conscious and consequently are left to their own devices.  Though Herod was a powerful person in the world
system he feared the people but he did not fear God.  Many Christians are more concerned about what their
neighbors think about their actions than there are about what God thinks.
6-11 The importance of a person keeping his word was valued by the heathens in that once Herod promised to
give his step daughter something he would not go back on his word.  His actions show us the care we should
exercise in making promises.  We need to think things through before committing ourselves to actions that would
have consequences we would otherwise avoid.  

We sometimes will be asked to pay a high price for the truth as we are called by God to do His work in the
world.  In the overall perspective and scope of all that God is doing, we see that John was successful and blessed
and will have rewards that last throughout eternity.  We cannot let the temporary pain and suffering of this life
turn us away from following God’s will.
12 The devotion of Johns’s disciples was such that they risked their own safety in claiming the body.  We put
ourselves at risk of ridicule and persecution each time we take a stand for the Kingdom of God.  All we can do is to
do what we know is right and then to keeping in constant contact with Jesus. 
13 Jesus picked His times and the circumstances.  He could have gone into Jerusalem and condemned Herod
for the terrible act of killing John the Baptist; however, the timing was not right.  Instead, He sought solitude and
withdrew to be alone.  When we encounter evil in our present world, the best approach may be via the prayer
closest rather than the picket line.
14-15 Sometimes solitude is difficult to find.  Jesus had something that was worthwhile and people recognized it
and wanted part of it.  His popularity was perhaps a result of selfishness of the people who followed Him rather
than them seeking after the Kingdom of God.  But Jesus did not judge their motive when it came to compassion for
them.  The disciples also cared for the people; however, they failed to recognize the resource they had available to
them to put action with their compassion.
16-21 This miracle was done because of the need of the moment.  It was not intended to just be a “show of
power.”  It also shows us that He will provide the spiritual food for the purposes of feeding the hungry.  We should
look to him and not be eager to send people off to the “marketplace” (psychologist, etc) for help but rather submit
the little we have to Jesus and in His hands the meager means become much.
22 The people were not oblivious to what Jesus had just done.  Wouldn’t it be great to have a king who could



solve the hunger problems of the world and who could heal the sick!  Jesus knew their thoughts and He separated
Himself from them.  We must be careful in our own thinking to not get caught up in following Jesus because of
“what’s in it for me.”  Do we declare Him Lord of our life because of what He can do for us or because He IS the
Lord of Glory?  
23 Jesus needed time alone to pray.  Surely this is a need in the life of everyone of us.  Was there a
temptation to become a popular Messiah and be accepted by the people for the wrong reason.  John tells us He
came unto His own and His own received Him not.  At this point Jesus could have rode the crest of a feel-good,
hot-tub religiosity that most would have followed and people would have hailed Him as the Messiah.  Was this not
why He came?  Yes and No.  He did come as the Messiah and the course of history would have been different if the
Jews had been living in holiness since the time of the captivity and been prepared to anoint Jesus as the Messiah. 
However, they had failed to accomplish this and Christ came to die, a perfect atonement for sin.  He did not come
as a survivor but as a sacrificer.  When we are tempted to take the “easy” way, we need time alone in prayer.  
24-25 Sometimes when you are praying you “miss the boat.”  If we are in the center of God’s will, then there are
many boats we need to miss.  If we miss the world’s boat we can be assured that God will get us to where we need
to be by His miraculous methods.  Our problems is that we stop praying so that we won’t miss the boat and,
consequently, we don’t “walk on water” very much.
26-27 We are frightened of those things with which we are not familiar.  Most are afraid of anything
supernatural happening in our churches.  People are uncomfortable with talk of the Holy Spirit and manifestations
of His power.  When unusual things occur, then we need a word of reassurance from God that He is in what is
happening.  
28-30 We need the courageous abandonment (childlike faith) such as Peter had to ask the Lord for permission to
join Him in what He is doing.  Jesus did not rebuke Peter for his audacity but invited him to step out onto the
water.  Even when Jesus is near, we can be distracted by the “facts” of our circumstances and when we focus on the
circumstances we typically wind up beneath them.  In our greatest triumphs of faith we still need the salvation of
the Lord to hold us up and sustain us. 
31-33 When we find ourselves sinking down, it is usually a lack of faith.  We let doubts creep in and believe
what we see rather than trust the word of God as the only truth.  Jesus can save us from the consequences of our
doubt.  His very presence clams the storm of life for His children.  We should always welcome Him aboard the life
boat we are in and show Him how welcome He is by our worship.
34-36 This was the second visit to Gennesaret.  The first time the people were upset because so many swine had
been lost when Jesus cast out the multitude of demon from the demoniacs that lived among the graves.  Since that
time, they had a chance to evaluate their priorities of what was important:  the people Jesus healed or the pigs that
were killed.  They reached the correct decision and this time welcomed Jesus and brought others to be healed.

CHAPTER 15
1-2 We must avoid concentrating on the facade rather than the substance.  Rituals are representative of
something of meaning.  If the lesson is learned and is being practiced then the ritual itself is of little value.
3-6 It is important to not use the “letter” of one law to work against the principle of another law.  When we
make multiple rules, then we find one rule conflicting with another rule.  We can destroy the effective of a system
of laws by getting “hung up” on the technicalities of the wording of the law.  This has happened in the judicial
system of our nation and we have lost the simplicity of “Thou shalt not steal, thou shalt not commit adultery, do
not murder, etc.”
7-9 When we attempt to follow the letter of the law and our hearts are not converted then we are just fooling
ourselves and we are under the law (of man in some cases) and not under grace.
10-11 God is concerned with condition of the heart rather than the outward trapping of what we do for the sake
of being religious.  As in the admonition from Jeremiah to the Jews, God is not impressed with fancy incense or a
better sacrifice, He wants obedience.
12-14 When the “religious in-crowd” is offended by what the word of God says, God is not at all concerned what
they think.  In fact, Jesus said of the Pharisees, “leave them (alone).”  They were blind because they would not see. 
Jesus came to minister to those who were blind because they could not see.  Part of our problem in the modern day
church is that many of the pastors are there because of their own choosing rather having been called to the task and
planted by God.  They are the blind leading the blind.  Based on what Jesus said, If God did not plant them, then
they will be uprooted.



15-20 The parables of Jesus are simply and easy to understand messages.  We should not try to make them too
complicated.

Our words reflect the condition of our inner being.  This truth is applicable to the spoken and unspoken
words.  Our self-talk also reflect the condition of our soul and provides a window that lets us look into our heart.
21 The ministry of Jesus was replete with variety.  We must guard against getting in a rut of doing the same
things over and over.  We should broaden our ministry to include many areas, as God directs us.   When one job
done, then we need to move on to the next one.
22-23 In addressing Jesus as “Lord, Son of David,” she recognized and acknowledged that He was the Messiah. 
She also recognized and correctly diagnosed the ailment of her daughter.  

The silence of Jesus was perhaps to test her faith.  He did not say “No.”  He just remained silent.  We
experience this same situation in our requests to God.  We pray and get no reply.  This situation may have been a
“real-life” example of the parable Jesus told of the woman who pleaded with a judge for justice.  The disciples were
bothered by her continued crying out to Jesus.  They were will to give her that for which she asked just to be rid of
her.
24 Apparently, Jesus addressed the remarks of why he came to the disciples rather than the woman.  She had
addressed Him as Son of David which was a Messianic title.  The Messiah had indeed come to the Israelites.
25 This time she addressed Jesus only as Lord.  She now used a more universal title and she knelt in worship
before Him.  He truly is Lord of all and worthy of worship.  Her request changed from a specific action of “have
mercy, my daughter has a demon” to a more general request of “help me.”  In doing so, she was willing to take
anything that Jesus was willing to give.  This may be an acknowledgment that He knows best what we need to help
us and sometimes that is not to grant what we originally asked.
26-28 The words Jesus used was a typical Jewish argument.  He may have made it so that the disciples could see
from the resulting outcome of the conversation that it was not a very sound argument.  In the end, it is not our
origin but our faith that pleases God.
29-30 There are still many desperately needy people in the world.  If we are doing the works of Jesus, then we
will be ministering to these.  If the needy could but recognize Jesus in us, would they then come for help?  Jesus
did not have to go out and look for those who needed help, they came to Him.
31 We sing of the awesomeness of our God and yet we seldom see anything amazing happening.  Could it be
that when we gather God is not showing up?
32 When a people are hungry for help, they do not worry about the clock.  These people had remained on the
mountain with Jesus for three days.  
33-39 The account of feeding the 4000 is very similar to that of feeding the 5000.  How could the disciples not
see the similarity of what had happened before? 

CHAPTER 16
1-4 We but have to look with discerning hearts to see the signs all around us of the Lordship of Jesus.  For
those of His day, the only sign that the Pharisees and Sadducees would be able to understand was the resurrection
of Jesus (as Jonah was in the belly of the fish for three days, so the Son of Man was in the grave for three days). 
Another sign of Jonah they would see would be the repentance of the Gentiles as when Jonah went to Nineveh and
the whole city repented.
5-12 We must guard against the philosophy of those who would turn the Gospel message into nothing more
than “just keep the rules” or “just feel good about yourself” philosophy.
13-16 It is important to express our beliefs.  As we put our beliefs into words, we are forced to firm up what we
believe.  Perhaps this is difference in what we “feel” about something and what we “believe.”  The answers the
disciples gave to “whom do men say that I am?” did not end the questioning.  We must do more than know what
others think of Jesus.  We must come to our own understanding, and each must make a personal commitment
based on that understanding.

Peter’s answer was not included in the first list the disciples gave.  No one else was saying “Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God.”  We need to be able to stand up and be counted for the truth even if on one else will stand
with us.
17 All truth is revealed.  Real spiritual truth is communicated to us in our spirits by the Spirit of God.  God
makes Himself known to us since the unaided mind cannot discover God or the truths hidden in the Gospel.  The
significance of this revelation of truth is seen in the conversation of Jesus that followed.



18-20 The words of Jesus about Peter and the rock is a play on words.  Jesus said to Simon, “Your nickname is
Rock, and you have just given us a principle or truth that is the foundation stone or rock for the church.”  This
foundation is not Simon, but it is Jesus.  Paul tells us “other foundation can no man lay other than that which is
already laid in Christ Jesus.”  Jesus had talked about building a house on a rock versus building one on sand.  He
was going to building His church on a solid foundation, the truth of which Simon just proclaimed.  “Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the Living God.”  This foundation would be strong enough to withstand the condemning
judgements (gates) of hell itself.

To the church (at the time this little band of disciples) would be given the ability to open up and provide
entry into the Kingdom of Heaven.  Through the Church God would implement His eternal purposes regarding
mankind in the ages to follow.  The stewardship for the Plan of Salvation would be given to the Church rather than
the nation of Israel.  God would do nothing in the affairs of man except in response to the prayers of His church
(John Wesley).
21-23 Now that the group had been plainly told Who Jesus is, He started to share some of the more difficult
things such as He was going to suffer, die and be raised up again.  Peter wasn’t sure what being “raised again” was
all about but he fully understood (or thought he did) the meaning of “suffer and die.”  This was not in his plans for
Jesus, so he started to assert his own way.  He essentially told Jesus, “I’m not going to let that happen, You need to
make some changes here.”  

Just a few minutes earlier, this same man had confessed that Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of God and
new he is telling Him, “Not so, Lord.”  This sequence just does not logically fit together.  Peter had lost sight of the
greatness and awesomeness of God.  We do not tell God, “No, You are not going to do that!”

That which Peter suggested was the same thing Satan had suggested to Jesus in the wilderness temptation. 
“Fulfill the role of Messiah in a way other than suffering and sacrifice.”  Jesus recognized the source of such
tempting words and He spoke to Satan who was putting his ideas into Peter.  

Peter was still thinking as those in the world system think.  The world system teaches wrong beliefs and
has distorted values.  The definition of “winning” in the world’s way of thinking is to conquer the opponent.  It is
an “I win, you lose” mind set.  The requirements for winning have no boundary -- all is fair.  We see it being
played out in the “justice” system in that truth seems to play no part in the process -- only winning is important. 
The result of such a system is that everything is eventually destroyed.  
24-26 Sometimes we get the idea that denying self is to not having anything material.  This is simply denying
things to self.  That kind of self denial can be very self-serving and self-seeking.  It is similar to the Pharisee who
prays, “I fast twice during the week, I give to the poor, I, I, I.  What Jesus meant was for us to say “No” to self-
love, to self-seeking, and to self-assertion.  Jesus may have been thinking about the motive of Simon Peter in
saying “Not so, Lord.”  Was Simon just trying to be a hero or just was he just wanting to have his own way in what
Jesus was going to do?  The alternative is to put self to death.  This is a choice we make.  Just as Jesus made the
choice to go to the Cross, we must voluntarily take up our instrument of “death to self” and follow the example of
Jesus.
27-28 That which may seem like “loosing” by the world’s evaluation is the way to eternal life.  The benefits may
not be seen in this life except by faith.  But our faithfulness is what pleases God and in the Judgement, it will be
rewarded.  

CHAPTER 17
1-2 Jesus was approaching the end of His earthly ministry.  It was time to give confirmation to His followers
so there would be absolutely no doubt as to His identity.  Because of this confirmation, Simon Peter was able to
write "We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty."  Peter, James, and John were there and witnessed the event.  This
was a supernatural occurrence and its purpose was to set the stage for the events that were to come about in the
next few month of Jesus' mission.  He was not just another person on the scene of human history.  This was God
(God the Son) among us.  At that particular point in time of His ministry Jesus took on the Shekinah glory He had
taken off to come dwell among humanity.
3 What was the purpose of the appearance of Moses and Elijah?  Many have speculated about this.  It is
generally thought that Moses represents the Law and Elijah represents the Prophets.  According to Jesus (Luke
16:16), "the Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John (the Baptist).  Since that time, the good news of the
kingdom of God is being preached, . . ."  Of course, Jesus was the complete fulfillment of the Law and the



Prophets.  Their appearance was a strong witness of the fulfillment of all the Scriptures regarding the work and
person of Jesus.
4-8 Mankind is incurably religious.  We build edifices, institute programs, and carry out events and special
emphases.  Simon Peter knew this was a significant occurrence they had just witnessed.  He was sure something
needed to be done of a religious nature.  His suggestion was to build something to commemorate the transfigura-
tion of Jesus.  We see this same tendency being carried on as shrines and buildings have been erected at places
where miracles had happened.

God had a different idea.  The outcome of encounters with God is not that we become more religious but
that we become more relational with Him.  The encounters we have with God are never as spectacular as the
transfiguration; however, each encounter is designed to help us know Jesus better and to hear Him speak to us. 
"This is My Beloved Son.  Listen to Him."

When the episode had ended, the only one left with them was Jesus.  He told us He was the First and the
Last, the Alpha and the Omega.  When we take inventory of our lives and prioritize everything that is essential,
then all that will remain is Jesus.  We need to come to the point that when we "open our eyes, all we see is Jesus." 
We can come to see that God is "over all and through all and in all."  (Eph 4:6 )
9-13 Jesus instructed Peter, James and John to wait until He had risen from death before they told anyone about
what they had seen on the mountain.  If people had heard about this, it would have generated a lot of excitement. 
However, Jesus came to give Himself as a sacrifice for sin.  He was going to be rejected and die.  The majesty of the
moment on the mountain would have been lost in the agony and confusion caused by the crucifixion.  After the
resurrection, the whole series of events would make a lot more sense and the transfiguration would provide an
essential piece of the puzzle to complete the picture of what God was doing in Christ.

After the transfiguration in which Elijah and Moses appeared and talked with Jesus, the disciples asked
Him "Why do the teachers of the law say that Elijah must come first?"  Jesus replied, "Elijah has already come and
they did not recognize him. . .  They understood that He was talking to them about John the Baptist."  An obvious
question is "Was John the Baptist the promised Elijah?"  The answer is "Yes and No."  John was not  the physical
appearing of Elijah, but he did come as a type of Elijah in the spirit and power of Elijah as  the angel told
Zachariah (John's father).

In another verse, Jesus said "And if you are willing to accept it, he (John the Baptist) is the Elijah who
was to come.  He who has ears, let him hear."  In saying "If you are willing to accept it" [as we might state it, "If
you want to believe it"] Jesus was telling us even though John came according to the prophecy it was not in fulfill-
ment of the prophecy.  The thing that is missing to cause John not to be fulfillment is the proximity to the great
and terrible day of the Lord (Mal 4:5).  That DAY is yet to come.  Before that awesome time, the 144,000 will go
forth in the spirit and power of Elijah (See Rev 11:5,6) and will tell the world about the coming of the Lord from
heaven.  They will bear the witness of the Word of God and the Holy Spirit to present the truth to every person on
earth so that all will be without excuse.  
14-18 When we come down from the mountain top experiences, the practical problems of the world await us. 
The fact that we live in a fallen world that has come under the control of the devil, gives ample opportunity to
demonstrate the power of the Kingdom of God.  There are many areas that we need to reclaim for Christ.  As the
disciples discovered, these do not all readily yield themselves to solutions.  
19-21 We must avoid oversimplifying the work of the Kingdom by reducing everything to a formula or method. 
Earlier, the disciples had been out on mission and they returned rejoicing in that they had ability to cast out
demons.  However, in this case, it didn’t work!  The basis of all our relationships and what God will do through us
is “faith.”  When we operate out of a method and not out of faith, then we see failure.  Some versions add a
comment that the particular type of demon could not be cast out except through prayer and fasting.  One might
then conclude that a disciplined life of pray and fasting should lead to our having additional faith.  However, we
must be careful to NOT think we have discovered a method to “obtain additional faith.”
22-23 The Lord will keep bringing up the things we need to learn or become aware of.  Earlier He had
mentioned His death and at this time He brought it up again.  The disciples did not comprehend the full message. 
They heard and understood only the part about betrayal and death.  If they heard anything about the resurrection,
the significance of it did not register with them.  We have a tendency to be attuned to bad news and latch on to
that.  This bias produces fear, frustration, and faintheartedness.
24-27 Are we required to observe certain man-made religious customs?  Many Christians struggle with such
things.  They realize that they should be free from such “bondage” and yet they feel guilt if they do not go along



with the observance.  When challenged by the temple tax collectors, impetuous Peter spoke spontaneously as he
was prone to do and said “Yes, He does.”  This “tax” was voluntary and we don’t know if Jesus gave it or not. 
Apparently (from what follows), He had not done so for the current year.

Jesus approach to such things reminds me of the later teaching of Paul regarding things of conscience --
eating food sacrificed to idol that was sold in the market place.  If someone brings the fact that the food had been
sacrificed to idol, then don’t eat it for the sake of the other person.  If someone thinks Jesus should pay the temple
tax, then for the sake of the person asking, Jesus will pay it.

The way the money was obtained is a marvelous miracle.  Jesus paid the tax only for himself and Peter but
not for the other disciples.  Some commentaries say this was because He and Peter had their residence in that
region.  My thought is that since Jesus and Peter were the only two questioned, then these were the only two that
were paid.

CHAPTER 18
1 Our concern about rank or position should focus only on the question of “where would God have us be?” 
Any other concern comes from our carnal nature.  The disciples asked the question because they did not
understand the Kingdom of Heaven.
2-4 Though children can be selfish and manipulating, they are typically characterized by being trusting,
dependent, naive, unassuming, quick to forgive, and quick to accept others.  They normally are not concerned
about position in life or who is in charge.  The question of greatness comes from pride and is the very opposite of
the description Jesus used regarding children as being humble.
5-6 Jesus identified Himself with children, with the sick, those in prison, the hungry, those needing clothes
and shelter, and any who are needy (see also Matthew 25).  He has been describes as “Helper of the helpless.” 
Nothing is so helpless as a newborn baby.  It is this helplessness that binds the mother to the child with invisible
cords.  It is our helplessness (in our great need) in the eyes of God that binds Him to us and causes His love to be
poured out on us.  This is why he lifts up the humble but resists the proud.

People who would take advantage of those needing help are opposite to the very nature of God.  Their end
is worse than premature death.
7-9 Evil is in the world because of the fallen nature of mankind.  Evil will be manifested until the devil is
destroyed.  He will find someone to do his bidding, but the person who participate in harming the “helpless” will
be destroyed in the process.

The seriousness of sin in our personal lives is emphasized by the drastic hyperbole pictured by Jesus
regarding the extent to which we should go to avoid sin.  We could (and probably should) apply this principle to
the society in which we live.  If members of that society are doing terrible things that bring “sin” into the culture,
then those should be “removed” from further influence so as to preserve the society.  If we do not, then the
infection spreads and the whole society becomes sick and dies.  
10-11 The admonition to not “look down on” the helpless by ignoring or mistreating them will keep us from
being at cross purposes with Jesus.  He came to “save” those who realize that cannot save themselves.  That
concept should cause to re-think who are the poor and needy -- all of us fit into that category.  The sad thing is that
all do not recognize their situation.
12-14 The actions of Jesus -- where He went, those with whom He associated -- seemed strange to those in the
religious community.  They would never associate with the drunks, the homeless, the publicans or the prostitutes. 
The illustration Jesus used about the ninety nine sheep (really about the one sheep) allows us to see the perfect
logic of what He did in His ministry.  It is revealing that the owner of the sheep (not just the hired shepherd) got
involved in the search for the one missing sheep. 
15-17 Jesus knew about conflict resolution and how it should be done before modern day psychology ever
thought about it.  If we have been wronged, the possibility is very strong that the person who wronged us is
complete unaware of the offense.  Most of us pay attention to ourselves and very little to anyone else.  Jesus
realized this probability when said to “show him his fault.”  Most us are oblivious to such things and if someone
doesn’t help us to see, then we will go on doing the same thing over and over.  If we bring such information to the
attention of another person we must do so with a loving spirit.  Our concern should be more toward helping the
other person rather than pointing out and wallowing in our own hurts.  If the other person hurt you, then it is likely
he has hurt others in the same way.  

Many will take offense at any revelation of error in what they have done.  If a significant injustice has



been committed for correction is required, then refusal to listen on the part of the other person must be dealt with
or a rift in relationship will develop and grow.  Using neutral parties to provide an unbiased solution helps both
you and him to arrive at a reasonable solution.  Some situations may carry such significance as to warrant church
discipline.  If a person refuses church discipline, then he has proven himself to not be a brother.  

Should we then “forgive and forget” if a person who has wronged us will not confess the wrong a repent? 
For our own sake, we probably should.  However, for the sake of the culprit, we probably should not.  This is really
a question of “tough love.”  This easy way out is the type behavior that enables an alcoholic to go on in his
alcoholism, the chronic liar to continue to lie, the kleptomaniac to continue to steal, the habitual gambler to harm
himself and his family.  It is sobering to realize that our forgives by God is conditional.  According to 1 John 1:9
the first condition is that we must confess our sins.  There are other conditions (repentance and a willingness to
forgive others).
18-20 We need to realize that our actions on earth have influence in the eternal realm.  If we withhold our
forgiveness when we should give it, then we bind ourselves to that person in a negative way.  If we give forgiveness
when we should withhold it, then we also bind that person to ourselves in a negative way.  If forgiveness is due,
then giving it set us both free.  If we refuse to turn a person loose before they address the bondage in their life then
we can eventually see them freed from the slavery to bad habits and sins in their life.  

If we do these things in the Spirit of Christ with self-sacrificing love as our only motive, then we are truly
doing them in the Jesus name and He will be in the midst of what happen and will empower the right outcome.
21-22 Jesus had just told His followers how to deal with a person who had wronged (sinned against) us.  If the
person hears us -- acknowledges that harm was done -- then we have gained a brother.  If no acknowledgment or
repentance, then the person is to be avoided.  Now, in the case of a “brother” who continues to hurt us, repents, and
hurts us again, how many times should we forgive him.  The answer Jesus gave was that we are to be as God is in
this matter.  How was God dealing with the Jews?  He had granted them 490 years (70 sevens or weeks of years) to
put an end to transgressions and to anoint the Messiah.  Jesus instructed Peter that we should do no less.
23-27 The mercy of God is such that no debt is too large to forgive if we confess and repent of our sin.  Since the
wages of sin is death (the soul that sins, it shall die) and all have sinned and come short of the glory of God, then
all have death too large to pay.  Without God’s mercy, we perish.  
28-30 If we are operating from our fallen nature, then greed drives us to be unforgiving.
31 We have no evidence that the other servants had ever experienced the mercy (debt forgiveness) of the
master; yet they had a great sense of “righteousness” than did the one who was forgiven so much.  Sometime
people get the impression they are better off dealing with non-church members than those who are actively
involved in church.
32-35 Our capacity to receive forgiveness is controlled by our willingness to give forgiveness.  The extent of
forgiveness that God can give is infinite, however, our capacity is variable.

CHAPTER 19
1-2 The place for our ministry may change from time to time.  The ministry of Jesus was to the whole person. 
He did not just teach spiritual principles but ministered also to soul and body.
3 People will try to draw us into man-made controversies in order to avoid the real issues of their spiritual
condition or for the purposes of harming our ministry.  Two schools of thought were prevalent among the Jews on
this issue.  One school said that a wife could be divorced if she ruined a meal, the other school would not allow
divorced under any circumstance.  
4-6 Every such controversy of man must be measured against the word of God and His intent.
7-9 The religious leaders had confused that which was “permitted” with a “commandment.”  Moses had
allowed divorce as a means of protection for women against the harshness of men to whom they might be married. 
It was an alternative to a woman being trapped in an abusive situation.  Other nations did not allow divorce. 
However, God’s intent was for love to dominate the relationship between husband and wife.  If unfaithfulness did
occur in a relationship, then the “oneness” had already, in fact, been broken and the divorce merely acknowledge
what had happened.  
10-12 The reaction of the disciples to what Jesus said was similar to what we are seeing today among some
young people: it is not worth the hassle to be married.  Though marriage is good and honoring to God, it may not
be for everyone.  Some may do better being single.
13-15 If we do not bring our children up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord and introduce them to Jesus



early in their lives, then we are more likely to lose them to other philosophies.  If a child can rebel against
authority, then he is ready to learn about the Lordship of Christ.  
16 The question of religion is always, “What good work must I do to obtain a certain reward?”  This is “merit
badge” religion.  It is religion by “degrees.”  It is attempting to achieve “higher levels.”  All such strivings are
man-made ideas. 
17 Jesus identified Himself with “the only One who is good.”  He accepted the description of “good” that
came from the questioner.  

The man asked about “eternal life” and how to “get” it.  Jesus answered in terms of “entering life.”  The
realization of the rightness of what God has commanded is a starting point for us.  The commandments bring to
light our lack of ability in our own strength to be what God requires.  
18-19 Even 2000 years ago there were many telling others “how to succeed.”  Regarding “the commandment,
the asked “which?”  The man was genuinely curious to know which of all these “methods” he should follow. 
Perhaps Jesus had some new formula?  The answer Jesus gave Him takes us back to the basics of interpersonal
relationships.  He name five of the six commandments having to do with our interactions with people.  He included
the summary commandment of these to “love your neighbor as yourself.”  Jesus did not include the commandment
to not be covetous.  From what follows, this may be the one area of his failing.
20-22 We may do so well in many area and have just one weakness that keeps us from really following God.  We
can perhaps believe the testimony of the man that he kept (as to the best of his ability) all the commandment except
the one Jesus named.  Jesus did not challenge what he said.  Instead, He went to the heart of the matter.  The man
was ensnared by materialism that grew out of his covetousness.  It may be plausible to state the converse: He was
materialistic and that caused his covetousness.  

Jesus also did not make any mention of the first four commandment to the man.  We may take these
insight and conclude that the basic problem was that the man had put the god of materialism above God and He
was, in fact, violating the first four commandment while being a moral person.  He knew that he lacked something
but he was not capable of defining what it was.  

He was not willing to give up his dedication to the phony god of materialism for the True and Living God.
23-26 We trust that which our physical senses detects or that which is mentally discerned since we have lived by
these things for so long.  The natural man cannot comprehend the things of the Spirit and, therefore, trusting in
spiritual things is exceedingly difficult.  If we have sense of security in the natural realm (by having material
wealth, for example), then we are not likely to look for any other security.  Our lack of security in anything other
than God has to be revealed to us.  We cannot “figure it out” on our own.  That is the step that is impossible.  Once
the truth is seen, then all physical things can be put into their proper perspective and all brought under the
Lordship of Christ.
27-30 True wealth is in Christ.  Material things will be meaningless in a spiritual realm.  Those who seek the
Kingdom of God may be viewed (in the eyes of the world) as missing out on life -- i.e., being last.  However, many
will discover that the line they were struggling so hard to get to the head of the line is not going to the destination
they set out to achieve.  

CHAPTER 20
Summary:  The Kingdom of Heaven operates on the principle of God’s grace.  It also has a system of rewards. 
Understanding the difference between a “gift” and a “reward” is essential to understanding the Kingdom of
Heaven.  A gift is at the discretion of the giver and is determined primarily by the nature and character of the giver
and the input that the recipient has perhaps nothing more than a need that is known.  A reward depends on what
the recipient does and how well he does it.  A gift is not earned or deserved; however, a reward is earned.  We
often have trouble understanding this difference and this misunderstanding leads to ill will.  I have seen situations
in which children received presents and were just as happy as could be until they found that a brother or sister got
what they thought was a better gift.  Then they were unhappy because they equated their self-worth with the value
of the gift received -- they confused the concept of gift and reward.  Jesus told a parable to illustrate the closeness
of the concepts of gifts and rewards and how this confusion leads to resentfulness among people.  
1-2 In the parable that Jesus told, some workers were hired at an agreed upon wage early in the morning.  The
wage paid was the standard for a day's work in those days. They would receive a reward for their labor.
3-7 At harvest time, timing is important to insure the quality of the fruit.  When the grapes are ready, then
they need to be picked and you can't afford to have too few workers because saving or losing the harvest would



mean the difference in success or failure for an entire year's effort.  The landowner kept going back to find more
workers.  He did this all day and even hired some about an hour before quitting time.  You get the impression that
getting in the harvest is the most important thing for this landowner.  There is an element of urgency in his going
back time after time.  We can see in this the concern that God has for people that are lost.  We can also see the
need that we have to take the message to people that have never heard.  

Notice that he did not agree to pay them a certain amount of money for their work, only that he would do
what was right by them.  
8-9 Because work was done a day at a time and there was uncertainty that more work would be there
tomorrow each worker was paid on a daily basis.  This was important to the survival of many families.  They would
need the money to buy what they required to feed their family for the next day.  At sundown, the worker came
forward to receive their pay.  The people that were hired right before quitting time were paid first.  They had not
been told what they would receive and may have been concerned about the fairness of the landowner.  To their
amazement, he paid them a full day's pay.  Had they earned that much?  No, but they needed that much to put food
on the table for their families.  Part of their pay was reward and part of it was a gift motivated by the character of
the landowner and his realization of the workers' needs (this is comparable to the gift of salvation).  
10-12 Most people endorse a belief system that is based primarily on a formula for fairness that goes something
like this:  "If you do wrong you will be punished.  If you do what is good, then you will be rewarded."  The
corollary to that rule is the more good you do, the more will be your reward.  The men that came to work early in
the day, were applying that rule to their situation.  If the person who worked only one hour was rewarded with a
day's pay, then they ought to be rewarded with several days' pay because they had worked so much longer.  When
that didn't happen, they were unhappy and grumbled against the landowner.  What they failed to understand was
the difference in "reward" and "gift".  They got what they deserved -- their reward; however, they did not received
a gift.
13-16  The landowner knew the difference.  The agreement was for a penny.  That was the wage or the reward and
the landowner fulfilled his obligation fully.  However, the landowner choose to give beyond the wage to certain
ones.  This was perfectly fair and lawful.  It is unfortunate that some are incited to envy because others are
generous.

In a sense, this parable is about the difference in Christianity and the other religions of the world.  Every
other religion has a system of works and progressions of moving higher by degrees as one does things to please
God (or gods).  Without exception, they teach that a person needs to work for rewards and they miss the concept of
the grace of God which is exactly why Jesus came to die in our place.  Any religion that misses this is a false
religion and will not lead to salvation.  "It is not by works of righteousness that we have done, but according to His
mercy that He saved us, by the washing of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy Ghost."
17-19 Jesus still confides in those who are closest to Him.  He lets us know what is really happening in spite of
what appears to be happening.  Though He tells us, we do not always comprehend the full impact of the message. 
People were hearing about the “kingdom of God” and they made up their own ideas of what this was, where it was,
and when it was to happen.
20-21 Mothers want success for their children.  This mother just did not have the right picture of the Kingdom.
22-23 Jesus knew they did not understand.  They had no idea of the sacrifice that would be require of Him and
them.  We sometime get caught in the emotion of the moment in our commitments and do not realize the costs of
carrying out God work.

God has a work prepared for us and success is finding and fulfilling that work.  Whether it is to sit at the
right hand of Jesus or to labor in the fields is His sovereign choice.
24-28 Open excessive ambition induces indignation and envy in others.  It is motivated by pride and selfish
desires and evokes resistance from others.  Humility is much more appealing than boastful behavior.

This is such an important lesson in life that Jesus immediately gave a teaching on the matter to His
disciples.  We can contrast the way of the world with the message of Jesus and see that the way of the world leads
to animosity, adversarial relationship, and discord.  The way of the Cross is the way of servanthood.  It recognizes
that the leader must multiple his efforts those who are genuinely dedicated to him rather than those who operate
from fear.  The way of the world is to “survive” the way of the Kingdom of God is to “sacrifice.”  The “survivors”
are consumers or resources while the “sacrificers” are generators of resources.  The grain of wheat that stays on the
shelf just rots, while the grain of wheat that is planted and dies produces much fruit.
29-34 Those who recognize their blindness are so eager to have the situation corrected that they will not be
dissuaded by the criticism of others.  Many are seeking light but few look in the right place.  The world would



discourage us from looking for the true light by telling us that it can’t be found or that it doesn’t exist.  When we
realize that God can help and cry out in faith to Him, then He responds to our situation with salvation.

CHAPTER 21
1-5 The time had come to increase the intensity of the message of the identity of Jesus.  Many things He did
and said implied (sometimes very strongly) that He was indeed the Messiah.  With this one act He would declare to
the Jews Who He was.  Entering the city riding on a donkey had been done by previous leaders of their nation. 
The Romans would miss the point and would not be stirred to take any action.  However, the Jewish leaders would
not be able to let this move go unchallenged.  They were already disturbed by the reports that Jesus had raised
Lazarus from the dead.  What Jesus fulfilled prophecies in both Isaiah and Zechariah.

In our interactions with people, we build rapport and develop relationships.  However, there comes a time
in which we must openly declare “who we are” in relationship to the Son of God.  It may cause a commotion when
we do that.
6-8 The plan proceeded and the procession drew a crowd.  Millions of people were in Jerusalem for the
Passover season.  Jesus was well known by the miracles He did and many were looking for the coming of the
Messiah.
9-11 Those who joined in the parade were caught up in the excitement of the moment.  They shouted praise
that was proper though they did not fully comprehend Who Jesus is.  They recognized Him only as “the prophet
from Nazareth in Galilee."  
12-13 Confrontation with the establishment and the status quo of life is inevitable if real change for the better is
ever to be made.  Situations left to themselves only get worse and more confused.  Restoring them to their proper
place require work and sacrifice.  The conditions in the Temple at the time Jesus took action were an indication of
how far from God’s ideal things had deteriorated.
14 We must never forget to be compassionate toward the needy as be go about reforming our culture.  Jesus
showed His capability to be stern with those who deliberately misused the Temple of God and immediately to be
caring with those who were afflicted.
15-17 When we implement change, then opposition comes from the resulting confrontation.  The religious
leaders and the lawyers were not going to let what Jesus did go unchallenged.  They seemed to be more upset by
the chants of the children proclaiming Jesus to be “Son of David” than they were regarding the wrecking of the
outer court of the Temple.  The Messianic implication of the children’s chant was not lost on the leaders nor on
Jesus.  By His refuse to rebuke them, He gave tacit testimony to the truth of His person.  He simply referred them to
appropriate Scripture and left them to wrestle with it.  Arguing with people who are spiritually insensitive (who are
righteous in their own estimation) is totally useless.  Jesus did not engage in it and neither should we.  
18-19 God expects fruitfulness in our lives.  So often we console our lack of “results” with a claim that all God
expects from us is faithfulness.  The Bible clearly teaches that God is expecting to find fruit as a result (and
consequently, evidence) of our faith.  In the Gospel of John, in reference to the vine, Jesus said that any branch (in
Him) that does not bear fruit will be removed and cast into the fire.  In the situation here, Jesus was dramatizing a
parable for His disciples.  The fig tree was the nation of Israel.  The leaves were the “pomp and circumstance” of
their religious observances.  The lack of fruit was the emptiness of their lives in missing what God had called them
to accomplish.  They were trustees of God’s Plan of Salvation; yet they themselves refused to enter in and actually
worked to prevent others (Gentiles) from entering.  Just as in Jeremiah’s day in which the judgment of God was
coming upon the nation of Israel for their continued sinning, God’s judgment was coming upon them again.  If we
walk the path as they walked, then we can expect the same destination.
20-22 When God does a work among us to teach us something, we often (as the disciples did then) marvel at the
media rather than the message.  They were amazed that the fig tree died so quickly.  God would have us realize
that much greater miracles do result from true faith in Him.
23 The Jewish leaders asked an excellent question regarding authority.  This question is one we should pose
to ourselves.  By what or whose authority do we act in all phase of life.  Are we people under authority or just
doing what is right in our own eyes.  Jesus behaved as if He had the authority (or right) to do what He did.  The
leaders saw this and hence asked the question.  If we recognize the authority Jesus has granted to us in His name,
then we can go out with boldness to do what He has authorized us to do.



24-27 It cost us something to answer a question.  We lose part of the mystery of who we are and it exposes us to
the questioner.  This may be the reason that Jesus usually required a price of a “question answered for a question
answered.”  The question Jesus posed for them regarding John the Baptist was designed to get them to answer their
own question.  Learnings discovered are longer remembered and better learned that just information told to us. 
Consequently, God may allow us to discover through other questions or circumstance the answers to questions we
raise with Him.  

The Jewish leaders were able to see the consequences of their answer regarding the question of the
baptism of John being from heaven or from men.  They did not like the possibilities.  If they admitted that John
operated from heavenly authority, then they would need to not only recognize and heed the teachings of John but
also to recognize Jesus as the Messiah since John proclaimed Him to be “the Lamb of God that takes the sin of the
world.”  Many times, we, as they did, avoid answering the questions if the conclusion is that we must then
surrender more control to God.
28-32 The parable of the two sons sent to do the bidding of their father continues to ring out the truth that
“righteous is as righteous does.”  If the testimony of our actions does not validate the testimony of our lips, then
our testimony is false.
33-39 This parable needed no interpretation for the Jewish leaders.  They knew this was the history of their
forefather.  They likely suspected it also referred to the present and the immediate future of themselves and their
nation.  God had entrusted to the nation of Israel the stewardship of His eternal plan of salvation.  They had been
selfish with it and it had not borne any fruit.  When they were called to account for their stewardship, they did not
repent but literally mistreated or killed the messengers.  Now they were in the middle of this parable.  The Heir
was there.  True to their nature as Jesus described in the parable, they would take counsel to kill Him.
40-41 God is not unreasonable in His judgments.  Jesus asked the people what the owner of the vineyard should
do?  The people had no problem coming up with a course of action that was just.  The wretched end was about 40
years away and it would be remembered as the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans.  The vineyard (the
kingdom of God and His plan of salvation) would have new stewards.  The new trustees would be the Church.  God
would look to the Church for fruit from His vineyard.
42-44 The primary reason why the nation of Israel was rejected was their refusal to accept Jesus -- He came unto
His own and His own received Him not.  When we reject God, then we trigger His rejection of us.  Jesus told these
leaders very plainly that the kingdom of God would be taken from them and given to others who would produce its
fruit.

The “rejected stone” turned out to be the “key to the building of successful life.”  This is typical of man’s
wisdom.  It is said that nothing is so invisible as the obvious.  Those who reject this Stone will initially stumble
when they encounter it.  It is not what they had in mind and therefore reject it.  Eventually, if the rejection
continues, this same Stone become the Judge and will crush all opposition
45-46 Many today hear the message and know that the word of God speaks to them and their circumstances. 
However, they refuse to give up their owns ways and instead try to discredit those who proclaim the word and the
word itself.  

CHAPTER 22
1-6 The historical account of God’s dealing with Israel shows his grace and love as well as their rejection and
neglect.  The banquet represents the best of the best and it was free.  All they had to do was to come. 
7-10 The continued rejection and mistreatment of the messengers of God resulted in judgment on those who
had been invited originally.  The culmination of this judgment was seen historically in the destruction of Jerusalem
in A.D. 70.  The new invitees represent the gentiles to whom the gospel message was sent.  
11-13 Many who have their names on the church roles have never “put on Christ” or been clothed in His robe of
righteousness.  They go through the same motions as those who are in Christ and they assume “all is well.”  They
are like the aboriginal people of New Guinea who saw airplanes coming into the airport built there during WWII. 
The great birds brought much cargo and they wanted to participate in this bounty.  They build their own runways
complete with observations towers and put out torch lights along their poor excuse for a runway in hope of luring
one the “birds.”  People need to know that going through the motions of what Christians do will not bring
salvation.  Billy Sunday summed it up quite well with the observation that going to church does not make you a
Christian any more than going into a garage makes you a car.
14 The “many called, but few chosen” observation of Jesus applies to the Israelites and to the present day



church.  If we hear the invitation (the call) but refuse to respond and come by the way of the cross, then we cannot
be the “chosen.”  
15-16 Some people will listen to or read the word of God with the intention of finding an opportunity to justify
their behavior or point of view or to discover a “loop hole” so they can avoid obedience to God’s will.  Such people
will give testimony that the Bible is the word of God but they have not submitted themselves to God in obedience.
17-22 The question of a hierarchy of authority is still with us today.  Paying taxes to a government does not
normally cause a moral dilemma.  However, if the government is sponsoring immoral programs, then we might
raise a question such as “is it right for a Christian to pay taxes to a government that sponsors (uses tax money for)
abortion of babies?”  We might also ask, “is it right for a Christian to pay taxes to a government that sponsors (uses
tax money for) promoting homosexual lifestyles?”  For a Christian in a democracy, these may be the wrong
questions.  The wrong action for the Christian is not so much that of paying the taxes but having allowed the
situation to come to such as sorry state of affairs as to have the question be raised at all.  Had we been alert and on
guard and involved in government all along -- if we really cared and were not caught up in our own apathy, then
we would not have a government that sponsors abortions and promotes perverted lifestyles.  By our neglect, we
have entrapped ourselves with an untenable situation of being obedient to those in authority over us and having to
support immoral behavior with the taxes we pay.

We must be very careful to not concentrate or focus too much on that which belongs to  the government
and completely overlook that which belongs to God.  If Christians (or those claim to be) had tithed then the rise of
“big government” would not have happened.  There would have been no need for entitlement programs because the
administration of “welfare” could have been handled by the church.  Such ministry programs would have provided
access to people to share the gospel with them and to restore them to a place of sufficiency rather than keeping
them dependent on government programs.
23-33 We have continuing conflict with a world of people who are pseudo-intellectuals and deny spiritual
reality.  Others who accept spiritual reality typically are ignorant of what the word of God says (especially on the
matter of the resurrection).  The two groups argue with each other and they end up arguing about what they have
said rather than trying to discover “what hath God said.”  It is important for us to know what the word of God says
on every subject and to agree with that word since it is truth.  The reality of “life after death” was and is evident in
obvious and in subtle ways throughout the Scriptures.  The depths of the meaning of the word need to be explored
to discover the whole of truth contained therein.  
34-35 We need to be careful to not “test” the Lord.  The Sadducees had tested Him in an effort to discredit the
concept of man having a spiritual nature that is eternal.  Now the Pharisees were attempting to justify their
positions position of “keeping all the law” as a means of salvation.  
36-40 Jesus summed up the message of the Old Testament with “Lord God first and foremost and then love your
neighbor as you love yourself.”  The message that Jesus brought to His disciples added to these a deeper love
commitment that we “love one another as He loved us.” 
41-46 More important than the obvious message contained in the “Law and the Prophets” is the promise of the
Messiah.  The Sadducees and the Pharisees needed to know the Messiah.  Knowing Him would put an end to their
arguing about less important matters.  One mystery of the Messiah was “how could He be the son of David and
David’s Lord?”  The teachers of the law had no answer to this mystery.  They had not grasped the concept of God
coming in the flesh by birth into the house and lineage of David as a means to fulfill the prophecy.  

CHAPTER 23
1-4 Previously, the question of civil authority had been raised regarding paying taxes to an ungodly
government.  We also must address the question of spiritual leaders and their authority in situations where their
lifestyle does not align with the tenets of the faith.  The answer to such relationship is not easy to apply.  But we
are honor the office of their position and obey the instructions (in keeping with Scripture) but not take up their
practices.  It is difficult to follow the leadership of a person who is not a good role model.

I have know managers in the business world who would not get involved in helping with the work but
simply assigned more and more to those who reported to them.  When challenged with why they did not help, the
answer was, “I don’t do that (work), I’m a manager.”
5-7 Pride, ego, the flesh -- these cause people to do strange things.  We worry about what others thinks of us
and yet we treat people with disrespect and contempt.  We try to “look good” rather than “be good.”  The net result



is that we produce just the opposite of what we were attempting to achieve.  These foolish people attempt to induce
admiration in others by flaunting their position and their possessions.  They instead produce envy and in less
civilized situations this leads to uprisings and revolts.
8-12 The way of the Cross is a path of servanthood -- the route to true greatness.  People highly esteem and are
inspired by those who give of themselves.  They have loyalty and trust of those they lead.  They are not concerned
with titles or other signs of respect valued by the world.  This is the example set for us by Jesus Himself.  This is
what will happen to us if we let Him live in us.
13-15 Before the fall of Judah to Babylon, the Jews had many false prophets and religious leaders who mislead
the people.  Nearly 600 years later (during the time of Jesus) the nation was plagued with people who were more
interested in manipulating the law for their on purposes than trying to find and do God’s will.  The Jews had such
a great responsibility to share the love and salvation of God with all people on the earth; however, they had not
submitted themselves to God in faithfulness.

16-28 The Pharisee and the lawyers had conspired to interpret the law and even make up new laws to
suit their own purposes.  They had a complex system of vows by which they could swear by certain things and the
vow was more binding than if they swore by something else.  God would have us simply be truthful and have our
“Yes” means “Yes.”  They emphasized tithing (which is important) but they did not show the characteristics of
God in dealing with other people.  They practiced the letter of certain rituals without understanding the spiritual
significance of what was the basis for the ritual.  They were “all show and no substance.”  They believed “ image is
everything.”

Jesus had harsh words for the scribes and Pharisees. These people were playing legalism games and did
not have their hearts in tune with what God really desired.  They gave a tenth of everything; however, they gave to
conform to the law which they were so proud of keeping.  They did not give a tithe out of an acknowledgment of
God being sovereign over all the earth.  In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus had said that unless a person's
righteousness exceeded that of the scribes and the Pharisees, then there was no entry into the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Many people today are impressed only with that which they can sense with the five physical senses.  They
never get beyond the outward characteristics to the real meat of the matter.  There is even a saying that in
advertising one must “sell the sizzle rather than the steak.”  We have become the “sizzle society.”
29-30 The seventh and last of the “Woes” proclaimed by Jesus on those who knew the law and worked at
keeping the letter but not the spirit of it.  Their concern was for appearance rather than substance.  They would
build memorials at the graves of the prophets that had been persecuted by past generations.  In their own mind
(with 20-20 hindsight) they convinced themselves they would have embraced the words of the prophets of old
rather than rejecting God’s message through the prophets.  However, their present attitudes and actions toward
John the Baptist and Jesus proved they were cut from the same cloth as their forefathers.  

We would do well to consider our beliefs and the extent of our faith.  If we had been in Jerusalem at the
time of Christ would we have been in the crowd calling for His crucifixion or hiding out with the disciples in fear
that we too would be crucified?
31-36 The actions of the Jews of generations pasts were recognized and judged as murderous by their
descendants.  If we recognize and judge something as sinful, then we will be judged accordingly if we do the same
thing.  Those who heard the voice of Jesus would be given an opportunity to prove what kind of persons they were. 
Prophets, wise men and teachers would be sent to them (as they were to their ancestors) and by their actions they
would either condemn or justify themselves.  Historically, we know that the saints of the church were killed and
persecuted by the Jewish religious leader after they condemned Jesus to death.

These sins would be added to the cup of iniquity that God had been accumulating against the Israelites for
thousands of years.  Unrepentant sins are cumulative and they fill up the cup of iniquity.  When the cup is filled
then God must bring judgment.
37-39 For 1470 years (from the time God brought the Israelites out of Egypt until three and a half years after the
death and resurrection of Jesus) God had worked with this people whom He had selected to be the trustees of His
plan of salvation.  They had rebelled from the beginning.  The traditional wisdom of the Jews was that one should
forgive a person three times before “writing them off.”  Jesus had advised Peter that a more appropriate number
would be 70 times 7 (meaning 70 “weeks” of times).  This was in reference to the number of years God had
assigned to the Jews toward the end of their exile period to put an end to sin and to really be the people of God.  As
it turned out, the total time God allowed them (1470 years) was three times 70 times 7.  

God had beckoned and called them to Himself but they were not willing to surrender their will to God’s
will.  The consequence would be the desolation that would come upon the city in the year AD 70.  The long-



awaited Messiah had come and they had missed it!  They would never see it nor understand it until they would be
willing to accept this same Jesus Whom they would have crucified as the One Who came in the name of the Lord.

CHAPTER 24
1-2 We are very much as the disciples were when they heard Jesus announce the coming desolation on the
temple of the Jews.  He told the Jewish leaders “Behold your house is left unto you desolate.”  It used to be the
Temple of God, they had turned it into a den of thieves -- it was now their house.  When Jesus went into the temple
of God, and cast out all them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers,
and the seats of them that sold doves, the religious leaders did not repent but challenged His authority.  Had they
repented and acknowledged their sin, they could have been changed the course of history.  The disciples were
impressed with the magnificence of the temple.  Did Jesus really want to see that great structure become a object of
desolation?  We hear the present-day prophets of God warning us that our nation is on the slippery slope and
sliding into destruction and we look around and see the many marvelous things that make up this nation from it
natural beauty to its cities and factories and we wonder “will God really bring destruction upon this land?”  Unless
we repent, the answer is “Yes, He will.”
3 The disciples saw no reprieve from the pronounced judgement on the Jews.  Naturally, their curiosity was
aroused and they had questions.  When we see what is happening around us, do we realize the seriousness of the
situation, not just in our nation, but throughout the world?  The cup of iniquity is nearing its full capacity and
something is going to happen.  Do we wonder when this will happen?  Are we watching for the sign of Jesus’
coming and the end of this age?  For most, it “business as usual” just as in the days of Noah.

The disciples were focused on the immediate future.  When would the temple be destroyed was concerned
with events that would happen in their lifetime.  The question regarding the sign of Jesus’ coming was related (not
to the Second Coming, but) to His presence with them at that time.  This question was in essence related to Him
doing something that would proclaim to all that He was in fact the Messiah.  This is clearly see in Young’s Literal
Translation of the questions `Tell us, when shall these be? and what is the sign of thy presence, and of the full end
of the age?'  They had not comprehended the reality of His death on the cross and the resurrection.  The third part
of the question (which is coupled with the second part) (in the KJV) is rendered “. . . end of the world” rather than
“ . . . end of the age.”  This translation has caused many to assume that these questions of the disciples were related
to “the appointed time of the end” which is yet to come.  The “age” to which they referred was the system under
which they lived.  This would be replaced by the “kingdom” to which Jesus constantly referred and would happen
when He revealed for all to see that He was the Messiah.  The events they had imagined were not going to happen
as they had envisioned them.  Sometime we, as they,  don’t know enough to ask the right question.
4-5 “Messiah mania” was a problem after the resurrection and ascension of Jesus.  The rise of the church
bought out many charlatans who hoped to deliver the Jews from the oppression of the Romans.  Many were
convinced that the Messiah would lead a revolt that would cast off Roman domination.  
6-8 The internal insurrections against Rome were many and may have been the catalyst that prompted the
action by Rome to attack Jerusalem and destroy it and the temple.  Additionally, there was much infighting among
the leadership of the Roman government.  Historically, famines and earthquakes were recorded during the forty
year period leading up to the destruction of Jerusalem.
9-13 The rise of Christianity was the object of blame for much of the problems of the Roman Empire and the
persecution of the Jews against the Christians is well documented.  Most of the Apostles were killed during this
time; however, it was not before the gospel message had been preached in Judea, Samaria, Asia Minor, and Europe
(the Roman world).  All these things literally did happen in that generation.
15-18 The armies of Rome would be the instruments by which the desolation (complete destruction) of the
temple would take place.  When they arrived, then people could know that the time had come.  There is a time to
take a stand and a time to leave.  The destruction that would come upon the city was ordained by God and those
who were wise were to leave and leave at once.  No earthly possession would be worth the risk to go and try to
retrieve it.  
19-22 Such times would be difficult on women with small children, the problems would be multiplied if it
happened during cold weather or on the day of rest.  The siege of Jerusalem was unequaled by anything that had
happen before or would happen afterwards.  If the city had not capitulated then everyone there and most in the
surrounding areas would have died.
23-28 Just a vultures gather when they discover something dead, there are people who will rush to any disastrous



situation to take advantage of what is happening.  The trouble in Judea was an opportunity for the con artists to
take advantage of people.  

An alternative reference of “eagles or vultures gathering with the carcass or body” could be related to the
fact that Israel was essentially dead because they had been cut off from its life source.  God had given them up to
their own devices.  The eagle was the symbol of Rome and they sensed that this people was totally defenseless (as a
dead body would be) and came to devastate it.
29-30 The entire set of events described can be related to the time immediately after the destruction of Jerusalem
and the temple by the Romans.  The “sun” refers to the Shekinah, or the divine presence in the temple.  For the
Jews, it was gone.  The “moon” refers to the light of God reflected in the ceremonial law and commandments the
Jews followed in their observance of “new moons” and other times.  The “stars” were the doctor of the law and
Rabbis who departed from the purity of God’s commandments.  The legal dispensation was shaken and would be
replace by the church age.  

Both Mark and Luke do not mention the “sign” appearing in heaven but write only of the Son appearing. 
If this is related only to the events of the desolation by the Romans then the appearing would be symbolic or as Gill
writes “and he shall appear, not in person, but in the power of his wrath and vengeance, on the Jewish nation
which will be a full sign and proof of his being come.”  
31 Those who apply this passage to the end time (end of the world rather than end of the age) and believe
that the “elect” are the Jews rather and those who accept Christ as Lord and Savior, see this verse as a call to the
Jews to return to their homeland.  However, if we read this simply as it is stated and accept the chronology as being
immediately after the desolation of the temple by the Romans, then this verse refer to the messengers ( translation
of the word angels) who proclaimed the gospel (the loud trumpet call) to bring those who responded to God’s
invitation to salvation.  
32-35 These verses confirm the immediacy of the prophecy.  Jesus said (in addressing the disciples) “when you
see all these things, you know it is near.”  If we take His words to mean what they said that “this generation will
certainly not pass away until all these things have happened,” then we are forced to agree that this prophecy is for
that time and not for the end time.  Since the Lord had spoken it, it would happen.
36-44 The truth of the message can be applied to any situation where preparedness is important.  Though it were
fulfilled in the time of the Lord’s judgment on Jerusalem, it is a sobering message for anyone at anytime.  
45-51 Jesus referred to Himself as the Good Shepherd who cared for the sheep.  Those chosen to care for the
church of God (the people) are usually referred to as shepherds or pastors.  In this example, Jesus uses the picture
of a servant in charge of other servants of a household who has responsibility to provide food for the other servants. 
This is an excellent illustration of the ministry of the pastor-teacher who is to provide spiritual food to the church. 
Those who are faithful will be given greater responsibility (the reward for doing a good job is to have a bigger job
to do); but those who are not faithful will be severely punished.  

CHAPTER 25
1-4 The typical wedding celebration in those days was centered more around the bridegroom rather than
around the bride.  In modern day weddings, everything is staged around the big moment of the bride walking down
the aisle.  In the ancient Jewish wedding everything was staged around the arrival of the groom.  The party did not
begin until he arrived.  It seems that part of the excitement of the event was related to the suspense associated with
the uncertainty of the time of the arrival of the groom.  The virgins in the story that Jesus told were part of the
wedding party, perhaps they would be the bridesmaid in a more modern setting.  Their job was to participate in the
ceremony and festivities that were to follow and they need to be ready when the groom Since the groom was
expected to arrive at night, they were to be prepared to light the way to the place of celebration.  Jesus described the
group as being made up of two subgroups -- some were wise and some were foolish.  The distinguishing character
of the two was that one part of the group was prepared for the unexpected and the other part was not prepared.

There may be some significance in the fact that the preparedness centered around the presence or absence
of oil for their lamps.  Some have argued that the oil is representative of the Holy Spirit in our lives and that this is
the preparation that Jesus was implying.  We certainly can argue that the Holy Spirit is essential in the life of the
believer, that He must be in control, and we need to be always filled with the Spirit.  However, the parable can be
applied to other elements of preparedness, also.  Certainly part of being prepared is having done what Jesus told us
to do.  To have lived a life that demonstrated the kindness and compassion that He taught, to have loved our
neighbor as ourselves and to have honored God (by our obedience) above every other relationship are ways to be



prepared.
5-9 There was no difference in the watchfulness of the wise and foolish, both slept.  Both did not know when
the groom would arrive.  Both were expecting to go to the wedding celebration; however, both were not equally
prepared.  The wise group had provided a supply of oil for their lamps and the foolish group had not thought it
necessary.  So many times we go through life not thinking that we need to have a source of light that is external to
ourselves and that works OK for a while.  But when the darkness lasts longer than we expected we find that our
own internal resources are inadequate.  

The foolish girls tried to borrow oil from the wise ones.  The wise ones could not remain responsible to
their duty in the wedding ceremony if they would run out of oil because they shared it with someone else.  The wise
virgins had oil but they were not the source of oil.  The foolish ones were advised to go the source of oil and obtain
what they needed.  But it was too late.
10-13 They tried to correct the unpreparedness but it was all for naught.  The opportunity had been missed. 
Their major problem was that they thought primarily about themselves and what was important to themselves. 
They had made it easy on themselves and had not considered the impact of their actions on how it might affect the
bridegroom.  They needed to provide the light so that others could better focus on the bridegroom.  They were there
strictly for their own fun and had not considered the purpose of their being included in the marriage celebration. 
When they finally obtained some oil, they came to the place of the celebration and found themselves locked out. 
They had missed their purpose because they approached life thinking only of self.  This is the reason that the
bridegroom indicated that he did not know them.  He may have thought that he knew them when they were invited
to come the marriage; however, their actions showed that they were really not the kind of people that he thought
they were.  

We are to watch, or more appropriately, watch out that we are who we think we are in relationship to the
Kingdom of God.  Have we really made Jesus Lord of our lives or are we just living for self and thinking only of
what is convenient for us.  If we are not focusing our lives on the Bridegroom named Jesus and are not preparing
for His coming to the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, then we may find that we will be on the wrong side of the
door when the celebration starts.  
14-15 Many of the parables relate to the responsibility God has given to the church as stewards of His
possessions.  Here we see individualize resources based on capability.
16-18 Two of the three did that which was obviously the will of the master.  The third knew what was expected
but chose to do nothing.
19-23 A time of accounting will come to all.  This message is to Christians since those involved were “servants
of the master.”  God expects us to carry out His work.  He saved us and empowered us for a purpose (see Eph 2:10)
and He will reward based on our faithfulness.  Many commentators define faithfulness as “the fact they tried to do
something.”  If one had invested the five talents and lost them all, then do you really think the master would have
put such a person in charge of more?  True faithfulness produces fruitfulness.
24-25 Those who think it impossible to please God, and in vain to serve him, will do nothing to purpose in
religion. They complain that He requires of them more than they are capable of, and punishes them for what they
cannot help. Whatever they may pretend, the fact is, they dislike the character and work of the Lord.  (MHCC)
26-30 By his own admission, the man who did nothing knew the consequences of slothfulness.  However, his
dislike for the work of the master was more than his fear of the master.  If he had true fear (reverence) then he
would have done what he knew to be the will of the master.  

The reward of doing well is having more to do.  The penalty for doing nothing is nothingness and the
regret that goes along with that.
31-33 Some distinguish this from the Great White Throne Judgement.  In this Judgement there is no mention of
resurrection of the dead, the persons judged are living nations, no books are opened.  The time is the return of
Christ (when He comes in His glory) and the location is here on earth.  

Once all the nations are gathered there, they will be divided into two groups.  It will be done the way that
a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.  The shepherd can simply look at the these animals and
immediately tell the difference.  In the same way Jesus knows our nature and can see what kind of persons we are. 

There is not general agreement as to who are the sheep, goats and brethren.  We don't have to know who
all the players are to discover what Jesus thinks is important about how we interact with each other.  This
information comes out clearly as He tell the difference in behavior of the sheep and the goats.



CHAPTER 26
1-2 The Lord has to keep reminding us that persecution and sacrifice are coming.  We may bask in the
warmth of the wonderful teaching of truths from the word of God; however, we are to not be surprised when
tribulation comes.
3-5 After Jesus raised Lazarus and His confrontations and denunciation of the Jewish leaders in the temple, 
they believed they could no longer ignore Jesus.  Normally,  executions were carried out during the feast times so
that many people would see the example and be afraid.  However, since Jesus was not an ordinary person, anything
done to Him might cause unpredictable consequences.
6-13 Practical, logical, human reasoning would conclude that anything we do as worship or sacrifice is a waste. 
The Old Testament sacrifices could be called a waste of perfectly good meat and grain.  Elaborate church buildings
and even the time we set aside for worship might be spent in things deemed “more practical.”  Indeed, many have
concluded this in the conduct of their lives.  They can find something “better” to do with their money, time, and
talent.  Only that which is for no other purpose but to honor God is suitable for worship.  We may not understand
the benefit of what is done, however, the Lord sees beyond the obvious and knows the spiritual significance of the
sacrifices we make and the worship we offer.  This should not imply that we neglect helping the poor and needy. 
Both actions are appropriate.
14-16 Was Judas disillusioned by the “waste” of resources and Jesus’ acceptance of such an extravagant gift? 
We must be careful in our judgments of what happens to those around us.  We do not  know the significance of
what is going on in our lives and certainly not in the life of others.  Judas’ resentment for an occasion for Satan to
enter in and ruin his life.  
17-19 The Passover meal marked the beginning of a week-long observance of the flight from Egypt. Unleaven
bread was eaten and all leaven was to removed from the Hebrew household.  The meal itself was a lamb and the
ceremonial part of the observance involve having the head of the house put the blood of the lamb on the door post. 
Moses instructed their ancestors to do this same thing.  Little did they know the  observance pointed to Jesus giving
His life as the sacrificial Lamb of God.  Apparently, John the Baptist knew -- He said prior to his baptizing Jesus,
"Behold the Lamb of God, which takes away the sin of the world."  The significance of the unleaven bread to those
early Israelites was they must leave Egypt in a hurry -- it was to later symbolize ridding themselves of Egyptian
influence.  The lesson for us is that we need to rid ourselves of worldly influence and we need to have a sense of
urgency about the issues of the Kingdom of God.

Notice here the apparent secrecy regarding the plans for the Supper.  No one was to know except Peter
and John (Luke tells us that these two actually made the preparations).  Peter and John did not even know where it
was to be until they got there.  They were to find a man carrying water (women usually carried water) and they
were to follow him.  Maybe Jesus had prearranged the use of the room, maybe this man was a little known follower
of Jesus.  Whatever, he was of service to God.  The reason for the secrecy is thought to be so that Judas could not
tell the authorities where Jesus was going to be until Jesus was ready for it to happen.
20-25 I think it is interesting to note the timing Jesus used to tell His disciples things.  He did not tell them
things before they were ready for them.  He had started preparing them for the events that were to happen several
weeks prior to this time.  He had made many references to His death and resurrection.  Now He revealed another
piece of information:  one of the twelve was going to betray him.  Had He told them this earlier, there would have
been confusion and accusations and it would have destroyed the unity of the group. This announcement caused a
lot of concern and questioning.  They did not question each other, but questioned themselves.  The introspection of
the disciples may have been related to their “positioning” themselves for who would be first among their
membership; that is, who would sit at the right hand of Jesus in His Kingdom.  This questioning  was more in the
form of a denial in that they were saying, "You don't believe that it is going to be me, do You?"  Jesus did not tell
them any more except to confirm that it was one of the ones there sharing the meal with Him.  The significance of
that was to show the treachery of the act:  one who was close enough to share a meal was the betrayer.

The tragedy of a person such as Judas is shown in the phrase "It had been good for that man if he had not
been born."  We come into life and have before us three choices:  we can be neutral, have a positive influence, or
have a negative influence.  It is almost impossible to be neutral -- to have zero influence.  So, for practical
purposes, our choices are really positive or negative.  Jesus was saying the world would be a better place if those
who have negative influence in life had not come along -- had never been born. This may seem like a harsh
judgment; however, you have to agree with the logic of the matter. 

Judas knew what he had arranged, what he had done.  He was curious to know if Jesus knew.  So, he
asked. "Rabbi, is it I?"  Jesus did not beat around the bush but confirm for him that He knew.  Essentially, Jesus



told him, "You said it."  Matthew doesn't point out that Judas left at this point, however, John indicates that at this
point Judas left the group and subsequently lead the Temple authorities to where Jesus was.

At this point (after Judas left), Jesus introduced a ceremony to them that would symbolize what was about
to happen.
26-30 In Jeremiah 25, the land was to be devastated (no food would be produces) and the people of the
surrounding nations were given the cup of the wine of the wrath of God.  Jesus came and gives us the Bread of Life
and the cup of the blood of His atonement.  It will nourish and heal and restore.  

Drinking the this fruit of the vine in a new way could be a reference to the marriage supper of the Lamb. 
It may be that this work of grace represented by His shed blood on the cross is all we have until the kingdom of
God is come in its fulness at the end of time.   
31-32 The reproach that comes upon Jesus will cause those who follow to flee for their lives until they
experience the power of the resurrection in the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirt.  
33-35 Attempts to follow Christ in our own strength will surely fail.  We may have the very best of intentions but
the flesh will fail you.
36-39 The name of the garden was indicative of the stress of that occasion.  Gethsemane means "olive press" and
Jesus was feeling tremendous pressure regarding what He knew was about to happen.  We can learn from His
example:  He turned to prayer.  When life is pressing in on us and we are struggling with doing what we know we
ought to do, we can find the strength to carry on in prayer.  Even though the decision would have to be His alone,
He wanted the company and support of those close to Him.  How often has someone ask us to pray with or for
them.  This is similar to Jesus' request to Peter, James and John, "Watch with me."  

We are told that Jesus got down on the ground -- face down and prayed. This was the position that
signified worship.  He humbled himself before God, the Father and endured intense agony of the soul as he
struggled with this issue of how to secure salvation for mankind.  We are told in Hebrews "He learned obedience by
the things He suffered."  Obedience is not just doing only what you want to do.  Jesus was literally determining the
future of the entire universe with what He did that night.  He certainly determined the future possibilities for you
and me.  We also are in the business of determining our future and we even have significant influence on those
around us. What we did “yesterday” and what we do today will (already have) determined what we will be and
what we will have tomorrow and all the other tomorrows.  
40-41 This situation must have been a disappointment for Jesus.  However, He probably was not too surprised.
The fact that mankind had failed to be faithful in almost every situation proves our need of salvation. Even now,
Jesus finds His disciples, the Church, asleep and not watching. How many people really spend an hour a day in
prayer or devotion.  The consequences of not doing that is clearly spelled out here:  we enter into temptation. 

The continuing struggle that each of us face each day is alluded to here by Jesus.  The spirit and the flesh
are contrary to each other.  “The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak” described not only what happened to the
disciples as they fell asleep, but it also described the struggle that Jesus was undergoing.  He wanted to do the job,
the mission, that He came to do.  On the other hand, He did not want to endure that intense suffering that was
going to be on the cross.  That is why He prayed, "let this cup pass from Me".  
42-46 Though Jesus did not welcome the suffering in the realm of the body and soul, He was not willing to let
the purpose of His earthly life go unfulfilled.  The second time He prayed we see some insight that shows us the
fact that some things will not go away but we can go through them and be done with them. Sometimes the best
approach to problems is just to face up to them, attack them head on and get it behind us.  Most of the time, we
practice avoidance because there is usually some sacrifice or suffering involved.  Even after we come to the
realization of the necessity of what must be done, we need to bathe that decision in prayer so that our resolve to do
what we know must be done will not slip.  We see Jesus coming to acceptance of the situation and then going back
to confirm His resolve.  At this point Jesus waked His disciples.  He could have let them asleep; however, there
needed to be witnesses to what was going to happen. 
47-49 The time had finally arrived and all that Jesus had been telling them would happen was happening.  The
large crowd was likely the idea of the chief priests and elders.  Judas evidently did not comprehend the person of
Jesus.  How ironic the name of the man by whom Jesus was betrayed is the same as the name of the patriarch from
whom the Jews derived their name (Judah).  
50-54 The kiss on the cheek was a greeting between friends and Jesus reminded Judas of the treachery of his
actions even to this final act.  Jesus, in effect, gave them permission to do what they came to do.  He could have
stopped the proceeding at any time along the way.  However, the eternal purposes of the Godhead would have been
aborted and we have no salvation nor hope of eternity.  We can jump in and use the ways of the world to “defend”



ourselves or we can go the way of sacrifice and love.  The former way is short sighted and may provide temporal
gain, the latter is eternally minded.
55-56 Jesus was ever the teacher and continued to relate all those things happening to Him to the Scripture. 
They could have arrested him at any time and did not need weapons to do so.  

The flight of the disciples was also in fulfillment of what Jesus had told them they would do.  Fear is a
powerful force and when we are uncertain about the outcome, then we can be influenced by that fear.
57-58 If we only follow at a distance, then we find that we must watch the outcome of what God is doing with
those of the world.
59-61 If organized religion and the world system can not find fault with the true church, then they will make up
something or twist the meaning of what is said by which to accuse us of some wrong.
62-64 Jesus was not going to dignify the false accusation by even speaking to them.  However, when challenge
with a direct question of His identity He gave a forthright answer that all could understand.  
65-68 The world system and the religious establishment will not accept the clear word of God or His authority
but will literally spit in the face of God and set themselves up above the authority (throne) of the Most High -- this
is clearly the work of Satan.
69-70 In a society where it is acceptable to be a Christian, we are not likely to deny Jesus as directly as Peter did. 
Our denials come in the form of lack of action to do those things He commanded us to do.  We pretend we didn’t
know we were supposed to feed the hungry, visit those in prison, clothe the naked.  In doing so, we are saying "I
don't know what you're talking about."
71-72 When it become uncomfortable for us in the daily routines where we see the needs of others we sometimes
withdraw to sidelines and confine our activities to things religious and, in effect, say "I don't know the Man!" 
73-74 Eventually, the world will come to us in our “church house” and request help with money, food, disaster
relief and any number of things.  If we are so internally focused that we cannot help us for fear of denying our own
needs, then we cut off God’s blessings and again avow "I don't know the man!" 
75 We should pray that we do not fail when confronted with such temptation.  However, it if happens to us,
then we need to listen to the “wake up call” and hear the voice of Jesus that bring conviction and change.

CHAPTER 27
1-2 The Jewish leader probably thought they had no choices left to them.  They were going to lose control if
Jesus continued to challenge the established order of things.  By His own words, He had claimed to be the Messiah
and that claim would lead to a great division and confrontation if the masses heard it.  What they failed to realize
was that these “dire predictions” happened anyway.  God’s plans will come to pass.  At that point in the process,
they were driven by their internal greed and desire for power which they could not control.

Once the decision was made, they immediately found they did not have much control anyway.  They were
the subjects of a foreign power.  They had to get Rome involved to have their death sentence carried out.  This is
what happens to individuals who are enslaved to sin.  They refuse to surrender to Jesus and acknowledge Him as
Lord because they do not want to give up control of their lives.  An honest evaluation of their situation would show
that they really aren’t in control anyway.  Other things are actually in control.

Here we see a curious coalition of religion and world government to attempt to suppress God’s eternal
plans.  This is similar to what we will see in the end time with the rise of the seven-headed, ten-horned beast.
3-5 It is easy for us to see how foolish Judas was.  However, do we do things based on wrong motives or for
personal gain that bring criticism to the name of Christ?  Judas had seen Jesus have confrontations with the
officials and it all worked out well in the past.  However, this time it was not working out well at all.

We are sometimes tempted to do something on the shady side and most times it appears there are no real
consequences.  We may get bolder in what we try to “get away with something” and then we are caught and
disgrace is brought upon the name of Jesus.  Is it only then that we feel remorse and want to give up the pleasure
we sought before?  When the reality of what he had done confronted Judas, he took his own life.  It is far better to
“put self to death” each time we are tempted rather than yield to temptations until the progressive nature of sin
causes us to do something from which there is no escape.
6-10 How ironic that the chief priests was concerned about what was lawful, when he had just been involved in
condemning an innocent Man to death.  How ironic that people would be concerned with keeping the law when
they reject the Source and Giver of all authority and the basis for all law.  



Materialism, fame, fortune, pleasure -- all these are of temporal value and given no lasting satisfaction in
the light of God’s judgment.  Nothing is comparable in value to being aligned with Christ and knowing that our
eternity is secure in Him.

Judas tried to give the money back as a way to reverse what he had done.  That does not work.  It cannot
be undone.  The consequences of sins are real and though we may be forgiven, the impact will still be there.
11-14 Because we are so easily impressed with outward appearances, we fail to recognize the presence of God in
whatever we encounter.  In order to get Pilate to hear the case, the Jewish leaders told Pilate Jesus claimed to be a
King.  Pilate could not believe what he was seeing.  Jesus did not look like a king!  Jesus remained calm and
simply answered “it is as you say.”  There may be universal truth in His reply.  Jesus truly is Lord of all; however,
He is Lord to us in this life if we confess Him to be with our mouth and with our actions.  In other words, “it is as
we say.”  In the final analysis (at the last judgment) all will bow the knee and confess that Jesus is Lord and it will
be “as they say.”

Pilate knew so little of the background of the accusations against Jesus that he was at a loss as to how to
proceed.  The Jewish leaders then made further accusations.  The fact Jesus ignored them and refused to give any
dignity to these accusations impressed Pilate.  A simple answer is sometimes best and some things do not deserve a
reply.
15-18 Pilate came to the correct conclusion that Jesus had done nothing worthy of death and wanted to let Jesus
go.  However, Pilate forced the decision back on the Jews.  He knew that he was being used by them.  They had
accused Jesus of sedition against the Roman government but he knew they did not really care about such activity. 
19 No one spoke up in defense of Jesus at the hearing before Pilate.  However, God sent a warning to this
heathen governor through a dream Pilate’s wife had.  Pilate could no longer claim that he had not been warned.
20 When given the choice of releasing a hardened criminal or Jesus, they opted for the criminal.  
21-23 Barabbas (Bar Abbas) literally means “son of daddy.”  That was the man’s family name.  His given name
was Joshua, which (in the New Testament) is rendered “Jesus.”  So his name literally was “Jesus, son of earthly
father.”  It became obvious that the Jews were being challenged to choose between two Jesuses.  Would it be “Jesus
the robber” or “Jesus the righteous?”  Would it be “Jesus the son of earthly father” or “Jesus the Son of Heavenly
Father?”  We often face this same decision.  Will we choose the world’s way or God’s way.  Choosing the world’s
way is a decision to crucify Jesus.
24-26 Attempts we make to wash away our guilt are as futile as the ceremony Pilate carried out.  His denial of
guilt did not change his role in condemning Jesus to death.  Washing his hands in water did nothing to remove the
guilt of his act.  We must always we on guard to not let rituals replaces real repentance and confession of sins.
27-31 The curse of sin on mankind is seen in the cruel depravity of the soldiers.  Little did they know that the
one whom they mocked came to save them also.  How often do we reject and ridicule the very thing that would
benefit us most.  They put a scarlet robe on Jesus as a means to mock him but now He is clothed in majesty.  They
gave Him a reed staff for a scepter which mocked the apparent weakness of His kingdom, yet one day He will rule
with a rod of iron (Ps 2).  They pressed a crown of thorns on His head and He provides for us a crown of
righteousness.  
32 Executions were done outside the city.  This was likely to avoid contaminating the city with the blood of
criminals.  Also, animal sacrifices were done outside “the camp.” 
33-37 The place of crucifixion was not a place of beauty.  The hill was shaped like a skull and reminded people
of death.  He died for our sins and our sins are ugly to God and should be to us, also.

When Jesus said “I thirst” they offered him a bitter tasting drink so as to increase his suffering (Ps
69:20,21).  Some have suggested they offered Jesus a potion to dull His physical pain.  When we live impure lives
and then make offerings to the work of the church are we then guilty of attempting to dull the sensitivity of God to
our sin?  That offering is bitter tasting to Him.

The crucifixion victim was stripped of his clothes and thus any semblance of dignity.  In the same way our
sins bring reproach to the name of our Lord.

It is not enough to simply state that Jesus is King, we must submit to His authority.  It is not sufficient to
merely believe in God, we must also believe Him.
38-44 So many things happened that day in fulfillment of numerous Old Testament prophecies.  In their
assumption of understanding of the Scriptures, the religious people missed the significance of the fulfillment that
happened then.  We must guard against being closed minded regarding what the Bible says and miss what God is
doing in our midst.  
45-49 He Who knew no sin became sin for us on the Cross.  Sin is not allowed in the presence of Holy God and



Jesus felt the separation caused by sin.  It produced anguish in His soul.  Our sin produces such separation from
God for us and it should also cause anguish that drives us back to God. 

Even in His suffering, people misunderstood Him and showed no compassion.
50-53 Matthew doesn’t tell us what Jesus said.  Likely it was “It is finished.”  At that point He “caused the
sacrifice and the oblation to cease” since He was the perfect sacrifice and opened the way into the Holy of Holies.  

The resurrection of the “holy people” occurred after the resurrection of Jesus.  Little else is written of this.
54 Creation provides a general revelation of God and in this case, creation’s response was a witness to the
pagans of the identity of Jesus. 
55-56 Sometimes when God is working, we can do little except to watch from a distance and be ready to move in
to help after the calamity has calmed down.  
57-60 We need to be alert as to how God would use us in carrying out the purposes of His kingdom.  Joseph had
access to the Roman officials and he also owned a tomb.  Everything we have belongs to God and we should be
ready to make it available to Him.
61 Sometime all we can do is to be available -- to sit and wait.
62-66 The Jewish leaders broke the Sabbath by conducting business with Pilate to have the tomb sealed.  They
had listen enough to know that Jesus had predicted He would be raised from death after three days.  They admitted
that He was dead though some who deny the resurrection claim that Jesus did not die on the cross.  Finally, they
showed in whom they really trusted by asking the Roman government to make the tomb secure.

CHAPTER 28
1 During the time of Christ, the observance of the Sabbath was a significant measure of a person’s devotion. 
Since their return from captivity in Babylon the Jews had been careful to observe the Sabbath.  Even the need to
embalm a body was not sufficient reason to violate the observance.  Sabbath observance is one of the Ten
Commandments and none of these have been repealed.
2-7 In various accounts of God physically intervening in the affairs of mankind, earthquakes or other natural
disturbances happened.  Examples are when Jesus died, when Moses received the Ten Commandment, when Jesus
arose from the dead.  We are told that during the last days we can expect a lot of earthquake activity.  We can also
recall the accounts of angels appearing when God is intervening in human affairs and has important messages for
us.  The message this time was simple and direct.  We need to know that Jesus “goes before us” and He is leading
the way in which we are to follow.   We perhaps pray in error when we ask God “to go with us.”  We would be
advised to pray that we would “go with God and be useful to Him in what He is doing.”
8-10 The combination of fear and joy should be normal for Christians.  As we see the power of God operating
in our lives, we should be filled with awe and amazement and, at the same time, we should be gloriously happy
that we have been chosen by God to be a part of what He is doing in the world.

As we go about doing what we know God wants us to do, then we encounter high spiritual moments.  It is
then that we meet Jesus and have the mountain top worship experiences of meeting Him face to face.
11-15 When the facts don’t fit our preconceived ideas, then we alter the facts so they will fit.  It is strange that
people will believe a lie more readily than they will believe the truth.  Though it is not as blatant as what the Jews
devised, people are still creating their own stories to explain away what God has done and is doing.  If people do
not have an alternative to believe, then they will be forced to face the fact that God is real.  Once we are confronted
with this truth, then we are forced to make a conscious decision to obey Him or to continue in sin.
16-17 Matthew recorded only the final meeting with Jesus.  In previous meetings, some did doubt.  Whether this
doubt still persisted at the Mount of Ascension is not clear.
18-20 The authority of Satan over mankind had been abolished and all who would could now come under the
authority of Jesus.  Just as the Israelites had to take possession of the land God had given them, we who believe
must implement the victory of Jesus in the lives of people.  The battle plan is to cause them to become disciples by
teaching them so they can obey.  Jesus empowers us with His presence to do His work.


