
CARRYING HIS VALUES 
Matthew 5:17-22, 43-45 

 
 Walter Scott is quoted as saying  
"The race of mankind would perish did they cease to aid each other.  We cannot exist without mutual help.  All 
therefore that need aid have a right to ask it from their fellow men:  and no one who has the power of granting can 
refuse it without guilt."   
 This statement is never more true than when we consider the plight of those who cannot 
help themselves and it even extends to those who are unable to ask for help.  Most everyone you 
or I know will tell you that people are important, even the most important thing in the world.  I 
think that you would get no argument on that point from God.  After all, “God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes on Him might not perish but have 
everlasting life.”  We find ample evidence in the Word of God that God’s concern extends to 
those who can’t help themselves, and especially to them.  It extends to persons whom some (in 
this world) don’t even recognize as persons, namely to the unborn.  It goes out to the little 
children who suffer at the hands of cruel and selfish people and it goes out to those on the other 
end of life’s spectrum, to those who are aged and infirm.   
 It really takes a lot of wisdom to function in a world that is as complex as ours.  For 
example, ever so often we find stories about people who have been in a coma for several years 
and are being kept alive by feeding tubes.  The family may have been to court to have the 
feeding stopped so that the person could die.  The hospital and some right-to-life groups may 
have opposed the action.  In one such case several years ago the family won its point and a 
young woman was allowed to die.  Was that the right thing to do?  It’s hard to say.   
 I read of another woman who was a victim of cancer and had gone into a coma for 
several years.  Her feeding tubes were removed and within a day she came out of the coma.  
Then, she lived only one week longer because of the cancer.  These are difficult decision 
situations.  We may go by to visit a friend who is in vegetative conditions, being fed with tubes 
and seemingly not knowing anyone in this world and we think, “I hope that doesn't happen to 
me, I’d rather just die with dignity.”  What’s the right thing to do?  It is difficult to say.   
 It is a slippery slope that we venture out on when we start trying to make life and death 
decisions that are based on anything other than what is best for the person involved.  If we start 
making decisions based on economics or convenience, then we are not able to even imagine 
where that would lead.  What if we made an argument that it cost $50,000 per year to maintain 
an elderly person in a nursing home and therefore, we cannot afford to do this?  Do you realize 
that it costs about that same amount to incarcerate a felon in California’s state penal institutions?  
Slippery slopes end up at the very bottom of life’s value system.   
 On the other end of life, we read statistics about the number of abortions that are carried 
out each day in the USA.  The latest figures show that around one million pre-born babies are 
killed each year.  That is down from more than 1.6 million each year in 1990.  A third of all 
abortions in the USA are done at Planned Parenthood facilities.  By far, the majority of the 
abortions are carried out on unmarried women and the reasons for the abortion in more than 95% 
of the cases have nothing to do with rape, incest, or the health of the mother.  In the majority of 
the cases, it is nothing less than a barbaric form of birth control.  We have become callous to the 
reality of abortions in this the most enlightened and biblically-oriented nation on this earth.  We 
need to examine what the Bible, the Word of God, says on the subject of the sanctity of human 
life and then, in the light of those teachings, decide what we will do about this tragedy in our 
nation. 



 We have claimed in the past to be a Christian nation, to have Christian culture and 
certainly to have a Christian heritage.  Some may argue that may not be applicable to our nation 
today or to our current culture and some would even question the heritage.  Regardless of those 
points of debate, we certainly can claim that we (in the church) are a Christian society and 
culture and that our concerns need to be aligned with the same concerns God has.  To be 
responsible citizens of the Kingdom of God and (I would also argue) of the race of mankind we 
must get involved in protecting the helpless and helping those who need assistance.  Is this 
constraint motivated by the principles articulated by Walter Scott?  Yes, we could reasonably 
make the claim that it is in our own best interest to do so.   A stronger motivation to constrain us 
to do what we must do is found in the word of God.   
 What does the Bible say about human life?  To find out, we need to go back to the 
beginning of human life where we see in Genesis 1:27 that God created man in his own image, in 
the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.  Being created in the image 
of God is more than just the possibility of personality, self-awareness, intelligence, the ability to 
communicate, will and emotions.  If we limit the implications of being created in the image of 
God to only these things, then many people will argue that some higher forms of animal life 
exhibit such characteristics.  We learn in the conversation that Jesus had with the woman at the 
well (John 4:24) that God is spirit; therefore, we must conclude that an essential part of being 
created in the image of God is that we possess a spiritual nature.  That spiritual nature is the 
unique possession of humanity that other life in God’s creation does not possess.  Because of our 
spiritual nature we have the potential to become more and more like God in His character 
(Romans 8:29).  This is our highest potential.  It is the fact that humans are created in the image 
of God that murder was prohibited (Gen. 9:6).   
 There is no evidence that the image of God is limited to a select group of the human race 
and there is no evidence that it is limited to age or location of the body (inside or outside of the 
womb).  It is not limited to those with a certain level of intelligence or to conditions of physical 
health.  Therefore, the worth of human life is not dependent on the presence of anything else.  
Anything that depreciates and does not protect the value of life should be a concern to every 
human being and especially to every Christian.  We find support for this conclusion in the New 
Testament as well as in the Old Testament. 
 
Look to the Scriptures – 5:17-20 
17 “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill. 18 “For truly I 
say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is 
accomplished. 19 “Whoever then annuls one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, 
shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven. 20 “For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, 
you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.  Matthew 5:17-20 (NASB95) 
 God gave us the basic guidelines for conduct of life in what we commonly call the Ten 
Commandments.  As you well know, these are divided roughly into two groups: the first four 
commandments deal with our relationship to God and the next six with our relationships with 
others.  You could make a further distinction of seeing that the fifth commandment is transitional 
in that provides a meaningful link between the absolute authority of God and the delegated 
authority given by God to people – namely, parents.   Commandments six through nine address 
specific actions which are to be avoided and the tenth addresses an attitude issue that we should 
avoid.   
 The first item addressed in the list of actions that are prohibited is “murder.”  This subject 



is directly related to concern for human life.  What this commandment is saying to us is that we, 
as individual human beings, do not have the authority to deliberately take another person’s life.  
God is the ultimate, supreme authority and He has delegated authority to specific “offices” in 
government for carrying out justice and protection that could require the taking of a human life.  
Those in authority have delegated to individuals the authority to use appropriate means for self 
defense that might require the taking of another human life.   
 
Value Human Life – 5:21-22 
21 “You have heard that the ancients were told, ‘YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT MURDER’ and ‘Whoever commits murder 
shall be liable to the court.’ 22 “But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the 
court; and whoever says to his brother, ‘You good-for-nothing,’ shall be guilty before the supreme court; and 
whoever says, ‘You fool,’ shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery hell.  Matthew 5:21-22 (NASB95) 
 The laws that we have in the Old Testament and those that are on the books of our 
various states are related to limits that we, as a society, put on behavior and actions.  None of the 
laws that I know of says anything about attitude.  Yet attitude precedes action.  Anger is an 
emotional response that can grow out of an uncontrolled attitude.  There are people who seem to 
be mad all the time and with everything.  Nothing pleases them and the slightest things that go 
contrary to their expectations can put them in a rage.  Many of the murders that we read about 
are so-called crimes of passion that are committed in a highly emotional state of mind.  What is 
lacking is a genuine concern for the victim or the target of the anger.   
 Many times we tend to undervalue other people.  Failure to place proper value on a 
fellow human being might easily lead to something more serious.  The Jewish people apparently 
had an expression “Raca” which was an insult that was used on someone in much the same way 
we use the word “idiot.”  Insulting someone in this way does damage to a person’s reputation 
and his opinion of himself.  We can assassinate a person’s character or his self-image without 
committing murder.   
 Not only does the Kingdom of Heaven that Jesus proclaimed keep everything of the Law 
and Prophets it requires even more.  It is not sufficient to avoid physically murdering someone.  
We must also not attack them in our thought life or with words.  The righteousness of the scribes 
and Pharisees was focused on the letter of the law and Jesus raised the bar when He pointed to 
keeping the spirit of the law.   
 
Love Beyond Expectation – 5:43-45 
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR and hate your enemy.’ 44 “But I say to you, 
love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; 
for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  Matthew 
5:43-45 (NASB95) 
 In the discourse Jesus talked about actions that were addressed in the law and the 
corresponding attitudes that lead to the wrong action.  He then gave a positive choice or 
alternative that more than counteracts the negative.  One would think that loving our neighbor 
would be a good, positive thing to do.  It is, however, by extending love to our enemies, then we 
go beyond the neutral point to the possibility of making a breakthrough in relationships.  This 
love for our enemies is expressed in things that we do for them.  Bless them that curse us, pray 
for those that abuse us.  Do good for them that hate you.  The result is that we will be fulfilling 
what it really means to be made in the image of God.  We will truly be children of our Heavenly 
Father. 
 
 



SO!  WHAT SHALL WE DO? 
 Should we go out and picket an abortion clinic? Should we write letters to the editors of 
publications regarding abuses of children and the elderly?  Should we work on political action 
committees to influence legislation?  Should we know where candidates stand on these issues 
and vote accordingly?  Should we be informed about what is happening?  Should we volunteer to 
help those who are looking for alternatives?  Should we share our values with friends and 
relatives on these issues?   
 Before we do any of these things, determine what God would have us to do to “rescue 
those who are perishing?”  If we make ourselves available, then God will use us.  In the 
meantime, we need to realize that we “battle not against flesh and blood but against powers and 
principalities in the spiritual realm.”  Before we engage in that war, we must put on the full 
armor of God (Eph 6) and then engage the enemy in the spiritual battle that must be won before 
the victory can be implemented in the physical realm.  After we have donned the armor, then the 
battle is first fought in the prayer closet.   “Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the 
Spirit, and watching there unto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints.”  (Eph 6:18) 
 God has a place for us in the battle for the sanctity of human life.  Like any good soldier, 
we need to be prepared and we need to go and do what the Commander-in-Chief has told us to 
do.  As we are praying to bind the enemy, we need also to pray that God would show us where 
we are to take a stand.  “Wherefore take unto you the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to 
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.”  Eph 6:13 
 It is not hard to discern where God stands on the issue of sacrificing innocent children on 
the pagan altar of “freedom of choice without responsibility.”  The Israelites were drawn away 
into child sacrifice to the pagan god Molech and God turned the place where that happened into a 
burning garbage dump that was a picture of hell.  Is that what the politically-correct crowd wants 
for our nation?  That is what will happen if we continue to ignore God’s values.   


