
TWO PATHS, ONE CHOICE
Matthew 7:13-27

We are a nation of people to whom Freedom is very important.  One of the benefits (or
responsibilities) that comes with freedom is the ability (or necessity) of making choices. In fact, the
fact that we can make choices is probably the most evident expression of freedom. We can choose
the color of our car:  usually the choice we make does not have any lasting significance.  We can
choose what breakfast food we will (or will not) eat.  We can choose the grocery store with whom
we do business, the church we attend, the friends we want to cultivate, and the list goes on and on. 
Some decisions we make are inconsequential.  They have no lasting significance in the big picture
of life and eternity.  In Ecclesiastes, Solomon questioned what was the lasting significance of all we
do in the physical realm (under the sun).  While  most of our decisions regarding our physical life
do not have a lot of meaning in eternity, decisions regarding our relationship to God and how we
interact with others have eternal significance and the choices we make have significant
consequences.

One of the common interactions we have with others is how we judge others.  The common
misunderstanding of most people is that Jesus taught us to never judge others.  Nothing could be
further from the truth.  In fact we are supposed to makes judgments but we are to make judgments
based on truth rather than delusions or false or absence of information.  Not only are we to make
judgments about people, we are to make judgments about choices in life.  Jesus taught that the way
we judge and the judgments (choices) we make can impact our lives and how God will judge us.  

Since we are to judge people, then that judgment needs to begin with the person who is
closest to us.  Who is closest to us?  It must start with judging ourselves.  This is the point where we
are most susceptible to delusions.  Most people view themselves in a good (rose colored) light.  We
tend to think we are pretty smart, that we are pretty good, that we are basically kind and loving and
affirming and having the purest motives.  It may be assuming too much, but if we did not think that,
then would it not be logical that we would be doing something to become smarter, better, kinder,
more loving, etc.?  

On the other hand, some tend to view others as pretty stupid, basically ill-intentioned, harsh,
hateful, critical and having hidden agendas.  When Jesus stated “Judge not lest you be judged with
the same judgment you use on others,” He was telling us about the underlying basis of what we use
to judge others.  If we see someone behaving in a certain way, then we attribute a motive to that
person that would explain (in our own minds) why the person behaves in a certain way.  Since we
cannot see into the heart of the person and know the real motive, then we tend to “transfer” the
motive we might have (if we were doing that same action) to the other person.  For example, if we
accuse a person who is trying to get elected of doing it so that he or she can become rich or famous,
then we are revealing what might be the motive we would have if we were to try to get elected.   

We have all noticed that in our culture, we have a significant number of options and choices
that we can make.  Making the right choices calls for making judgments and looking ahead as to
where our choices might lead.  As we know, many of the possibilities of ways to do things can end
in problems or blind alleys while finding the best alternatives that really work are limited.  If we
follow the philosophy of choosing without checking it out, then the statistical odds are not in favor
of success.  I think I read somewhere that Thomas Edison tried close to a thousand things that did
not work when he was trying to invent an incandescent light bulb.  I don’t think Jesus would have
recommended the Edisonian approach to life.  What did He recommend?  



Narrow Versus Wide – 7:13-14
“Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many13 

who enter through it. “For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it. 14 

Matthew 7:13-14 (NASB95)

These words of Jesus regarding the few and the many should give us an idea regarding the
kind of harvest we can expect from efforts to evangelize.  The Kingdom of Heaven will not be
accepted by all people.  Many will reject it.  It is not an “easy believism” kind of philosophy that
many would like to make it appear to be.

There are many possible interpretations as to what the “strait” or narrow gate might be.  One
is that there is only one way of salvation.  Jesus told His disciples, “I am the way, the truth, and the
life; no man comes to the Father but by Me.”  We say that we believe that Jesus is God Incarnate and
we know that God cannot lie; therefore, we must believe that there is only one entry way to the path
of salvation.  The wide gate represents the wishful thinking of most people in the world that
“anything goes” and one religion is as good as the next.  These other possibilities, Hinduism,
Buddhism, Muslim, Masonry, Zoroasterism, and all the rest can lead only to ruin or destruction and
not to life.

Man is basically a rebellious being.  We don’t want anyone telling us what to do.  We resent
authority and any form of restriction.  It is fairly common for us to say something like, “I want to
keep all my options open.”  That may be good when it comes to choosing the next car you buy or
what you will have for lunch, but in choosing “where we will spend eternity,” keeping our “options
open” may be an excuse to avoid making a decision.  At this point it may be helpful to draw a
distinction between coming to a conclusion and making a judgment.  Like most decision, if we put
them off long enough, the time to decide runs out and we are left with a “conclusion” or a
predetermined outcome.  

The fact that there is only one choice bothers many people and the fact that the only choice
is narrow and restrictive also bothers many people.  The Christian life is a life of discipline and there
are many things that are off limits to us.  Limits are set for our benefit and protection.  The fact that
the gate is narrow and small means that we cannot walk through it with a lot of excess baggage.  The
biggest thing in most people’s lives is SELF.  Self is expressed in an unforgiving spirit, selfishness,
self-centeredness, self-righteousness, and pride.  Many people who are looking for the pathway for
their life will come to the “strait” gate and decide that they don't want to go through it because they
value all their excess baggage too much.

All these issues would cause us to wonder how can we determine what choices are available
and which one to choose.  There are many who would give us advice (some good and some bad) in
this matter.  

Good Versus Bad – 7:15-20
“Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves. “You will15 16 

know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they? “So every good17 

tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. “A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce18 

good fruit. “Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. “So then, you will know19 20 

them by their fruits.  Matthew 7:15-20 (NASB95)  

The warning about false prophets followed immediately after Jesus’ description of the two
ways of life –  one that leads to death and the other that leads to life.  Some people claim to have
found another way and want to lure unsuspecting seekers in at their gate.  Jesus describes these as
wolves in sheep’s clothing.  Their purpose is destruction. The immediate question is “How can we



tell the difference between the ‘true’ and the ‘false’ leaders?”  The answer is in their lives and the
fruit they bear.  Are they unselfish, do they show love, joy, peace, patience, meekness, temperance,
faithfulness, gentleness, goodness?  If they are exhibiting greed, pride, hardheartedness, arrogance
and selfishness, then you can pretty much know the difference.  The point is that we can tell the
difference and are expected to check it out before setting out to follow any human leadership or
advisor.  

Trying to sort out the “good from the bad,” we could logically think that observing the “fruit”
of those who would be leaders are a way to reach a conclusion (rather than making a judgment) of
whether a person’s recommendation of “which door to enter” is good or bad.  We could certainly
extend this consideration to those who would seek to be elected as leaders of our city, county, state
or nation.  Before we choose someone to lead us, it would be an excellent idea to know what door
or gate through which this person would lead our nation.  

God’s Will Versus Our Will – 7:21-23
“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father21 

who is in heaven will enter. “Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and22 

in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ “And then I will declare to them, ‘I never23 

knew you; DEPART FROM  ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.’  Matthew 7:21-23 (NASB95)

Our profession of faith must be backed up with actions that are consistent with that
profession.  We can claim to be Christians and say that Jesus is Lord; however, if we do not live
under the Lordship of Christ by following His commands, then it becomes obvious that the words
we express do not have any integrity.  The other point that Jesus made here is that even doing good
things such as preaching the gospel, healing the sick, and other miracles are not going to mean
anything on Judgment Day if our basic character has not changed.  Many tend to think Christianity
is just a matter of doing certain things – go to church, get involved, don't smoke, drink, or run around
with wild women, help the poor, and sing in the choir; however, unless we have been born again all
these things are of no value.  

If we do all these good things and do them for the wrong reasons, then our good works are
deemed to be iniquity.  The judgment that is rendered against such false piety is the same as those
that live openly sinful lives – separation from God for all eternity.

Many people believe that Jesus of Nazareth lived and did great things.  Some would even
admit that He lived a sinless life.  They may even believe that Jesus was God’s only provision for
atonement for sin.  If a  person simply  believes the truth of the matter but does not rely on those
truths for their salvation then they would have “belief as a realization” but would not have “faith.” 
A “sound bite” way of saying this is that “head knowledge is realization and heart knowledge is
faith.”  Realization does not necessarily result in action or it could result in inappropriate action. 
Faith is belief that results in action that is appropriate for what is believed.   Belief, simply as a
realization, is dead faith; while belief that produces works of faith is living faith.  
            One of the things in vogue today is PC or Political Correctness.  In striving to be Politically
Correct some people will make statements like “It doesn't make any difference what you believe as
long as you believe in something.”  Like so many wrong sayings that are around, there may be some
partial truth in such a claim.  
            “It doesn’t make any difference in what you believe, unless what you believe makes a
difference in the way you think, in what you say and in what you do.”  There is a lot of truth in that
idea.  You could believe in communism and if it did not affect anything about you, then what
difference does it make?  You can believe in Jesus Christ and if it does not affect anything about you,



then what difference does it make?  The other side of this same coin is that “If you genuinely believe
in something, then it will make a difference in your life.”
            This statement may capture very well the idea James expressed in his letter to the early
Church in that he said “faith without works is dead.”  There are many people who “believe in God”
but do not obey God or even try to obey His word.  Does the “fact” that they believe in God really
matter?  Not much!  
            The prime example of men of faith in the Bible is Abraham.  Paul tells us Abraham believed
God and God counted that as righteousness.  James asks the question, “How do we know Abraham
had faith?”  The answer is that he obeyed or carried out what God told him to do, though it did not
make sense to him.  Sometimes we let our finite and faulty reasoning power get in the way of
carrying out God’s infinite, perfect and eternal purposes for our lives.

Rock Versus Sand  – 7:24-27
“Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them, may be compared to a wise man who built his24 

house on the rock. “And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and25 

yet it did not fall, for it had been founded on the rock. “Everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not act on26 

them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. “The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds27 

blew and slammed against that house; and it fell—and great was its fall.”  Matthew 7:24-27 (NASB95)

This word picture that Jesus painted points out the importance of a proper foundation in ones
life. You may have the best of building materials – good works, religious things, miracles; however,
if they are put together on the wrong foundation, then such a life will not stand in the Judgment.  In
the case of the two houses, the only difference was the foundation.  The same wind, rain, and flood
beat upon both houses.  The wise person will build on a rock and only a foolish person would build
on a shifting and changing foundation.  The mark of wisdom for man today is found in the choice
of following Jesus.  Jesus is our rock.  He is the Eternal One from the foundation of the world. 
James tells us that God is the Father of Light in whom there is no variableness nor shadow of
turning.  You can count on changes in manmade religions – it changes to fit the situation and the
times in which people live.

We have been given the freedom of choosing the way we will live in this world.  The choices
we make can have significant impact on our lives and can influence how we will spend eternity.


