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A LEADER WHO SERVES
What defines greatness in a leader or any person?  It is surely not fame nor notoriety for there

are many, the names of whom we know, who are really sorry specimens of humanity.  Having great
wealth also does not qualify one for greatest as a person.  Position or office may put a person in a
"leadership role," but does not make the person a great leader or person.  We have seen many exam-
ples of this phenomenon among the world political leaders in our lifetime.  Small, petty people who
are placed in positions of leadership are still small, petty people.

If we try to think of leaders whom we have heard or read about, we can come up with many
names who approached life with many different styles.  Some were flamboyant and egotistical and
others were humble and self-effacing.  We imagine the extremes of General Patton with his pearl-
handled pistols and riding crop as contrasted with Gandhi who won independence for India with
peaceful means.  History would say that both were great leaders.  One of the few things they had in
common was concern for the people they led.

If we think about people in positions of a leader who receive no respect for their leadership
ability, we might think of the British monarchy.  They have much pomp and show but they do not get
involved in helping the people they supposedly lead.  If we back away from "leadership" consider-
ations to individual persons, we could contrast Madonna (the rock star) with Mother Theresa.
Madonna may win on wealth and fame but Mother Theresa wins hands down on greatness.  Why?
Because she has devoted her life to helping others.

Maybe the key ingredient for greatness as a person is simply "helping others."  If a person who
has leadership ability has this ingredient, then he or she will be a great leader.  Most leaders have a
"cause" to which they are dedicated.  This "cause" may simply be the job they are assigned to do.
The great leaders do not let the "cause" blind them to the needs of the people around them.

We see concern for people in the work Jesus did.  He had the most important "cause" one
could imagine since He came to establish the Kingdom of Heaven.  He knew the importance of the
Law that had been given to Israel; He gave it to them in the first place.  Yet, He did not let these get
in His way of care for people in need.

MATTHEW 12:9-14  Jesus' disciples had just been criticized for pulling and eating some
grain from a field on the Sabbath.  According to the Pharisees, they had broken the rules for resting
on the Sabbath.  Jesus defended what they did and referred to several Old Testament situations where
human need was given priority over religious observance.  The Pharisees very not interested in using
logic to make judgements about a situation.  They had rules and you just follow the rules whether the
rules make any sense in a particular situation or not.  I know good, morally upright people who have
this same philosophy.  One of the behaviors that typically goes along with such ideas is that of
carefully watching to see who breaks the rules.  They are quick to point out the rule-breakers and to
criticize.

Jesus is recorded as going to the synagogue on the Sabbath in several passages.  Most
scholars assume that He went regularly.  On this particular Sabbath, the critics were present and they
had created a situation that would lead to an opportunity to criticize Jesus.  The man with a withered
hand may have been brought there by the Pharisees.  They posed a question to Jesus that has an
obvious answer to us:  "Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath days?"  This question was actually a trap.
If Jesus said "No," then His critics would say that He didn't care about people.  If Jesus said "Yes,"
then they would accuse Him of disregarding the Sabbath.  When you think about it, life itself is full



of such conflicts.  There are two good things from which to choose and you can't pick one without
nullifying the other.  So, what is a person to do?  You make judgements and try to pick the best
alternative that will cause the greater good.

One might ask, "Is God pleased if we observe the Sabbath?"  In general, the answer would
be "Yes."  We might ask, "Is God pleased if we help a person in need when we have the resources
to help?"  Again, the answer has to be "Yes."  Now, let's ask "What pleases Him more?"  There is no
contest.

Jesus showed how ridiculous the Pharisees were in their pettiness by asking them what they
would do for a farm animal in distress.  Surely, a person is more important than a farm animal.  He
then asked them a more general question that went beyond the question of healing.  "Is it lawful to
do well on the Sabbath days?"  They refused to answer Him.

Jesus then went on to heal the man with the withered hand to demonstrate His answer to the
question.  The Pharisees should have fallen down before Him in worship since Jesus had again
showed His awesome power that helped validate His ministry.  They didn't do that.  Instead, they left
plotting how they might kill Him.

MATTHEW 12:15-21  Jesus knew what the Pharisees were planning and He chose to
withdraw from the area to let things cool down.  Jesus had a sense of timing and He knew that the
time for confrontation with the authorities was not right.  The way of the world would have been for
Jesus to call His followers together and expose the plot of the Pharisees.  He could have incited the
people to riot and kill the Pharisees.  This was absolutely out of character for the Messiah.  As Isaiah
the prophet had said, "He will not quarrel nor cry out; no one will hear His voice in the streets." 

We are not told where Jesus went when He left the area.  Occasionally, He went into the area
occupied by the Gentiles.  On such occasions He met the woman at the well and when He
encountered the demoniacs on the east side of the Sea of Galilee.  If this was the situation and He did
go into the Gentile area, then we see a drama of what was to come.  The Jews would reject Him and
the gospel message would be taken to the Gentiles.  

MATTHEW 12:22-23  This incident apparently happened before Jesus left the area.  The
Pharisees were there and Jesus was called upon to help a person possessed with a demon.
Apparently, the blindness and mute condition of the man was a result of the demon possession.  When
Jesus healed the man, he could both see and speak.  The conclusion of the crowd was that Jesus had
driven out the demon.

In our society, most do not accept the possibility of demon possession.  We have little or no
appreciation of the supernatural.  Most think everything is supposed to have a natural explanation.
We tend to dismiss that which we do not understand.  

The healing of the man with the withered hand and the healing of the demon-possessed man
caused the people of the area to question whether Jesus was the Messiah (the Son of David).  They
expected the Messiah to have authority over the physical and the spiritual or supernatural.  When we
read the message of what Jesus did, does He meet our expectations of the Messiah.  Do we see Him
as Savior and Lord of our lives?  Have we received Him into our lives as our very life?  Is He living
out His life in us as the Leader Who serves?


