
ACCESS GRANTED  
Matthew 13:1-13    

 
 Have you ever belonged to an exclusive organization that required you to have a pass or 
some special code to have access to the property or benefits of the organization?  My first 
thoughts were that I had not ever been part of something like that.  If you have ever worked for a 
large corporation or been in the military, then you have experienced such exclusiveness.  If we 
have ever used an ATM to withdrawn cash from our checking accounts, that requires that special 
access be granted in order withdraw the money.   
 We have probably heard of some “secret organizations” that supposedly have a special 
handshake or you have to know specific code words before you can be let in on the “secret 
information.”  Usually, we think that we are glad that we don’t have anything like that in the 
church.  However, if we examine church history and even what is happening today in various 
parts of the world, we can find that in some ways the church has some elements of having 
mysteries and being secretive.   
 Think about what is happening in Muslim-dominated countries or even in communist 
countries such as Russia and China.  The home church phenomenon has a lot of secrecy and code 
words and limited access.  If we were to have a chance to visit the so-called catacombs in Rome, 
we would find evidence that the church in the first century was in many cases literally operating 
underground and had secret codes and symbols such as the diagram of the fish (><>).   
 With all our freedoms to meet and worship and proclaim the messages of the kingdom of 
heaven, we might superficially wonder why such precautions were and still are necessary.  
Shouldn’t the church be bold and out in the open and confrontational with the evil that is in the 
world?  The answer to that question is a resounding “yes and no.”  In other words, it depends on 
many factors.  What is the stage of development of the local church?  How hostile is the 
environment?  How prepared are individual members to face persecution?  Even though we like 
to quote the passage that says we should “be instant in and out of season” we should be relying 
on the leading of the Holy Spirit to know what action is appropriate for the season in which we 
find ourselves.   
 For example, God instructed Joseph to take the Christ child to Egypt for a season.  
During the earthly ministry of Jesus, we see that He and the disciples would withdraw from 
certain areas because it was not the time for confrontation and the consequences that might bring.  
There were times and places when and where Jesus spoke openly and boldly and there was a 
time when He chose to speak the truths of the kingdom of heaven is a more guarded fashion so 
that the Jewish leaders would not feel forced to take strong action to stop what He was doing.   
 One way of getting a message out to a select group was the use of parables.  To the 
“uninformed,” these were just stories but these stories had hidden messages so that the 
“informed” hearers would discover spiritual truths.  For those of us who have heard sermons 
regarding these parables and their meanings we tend to think that the lessons to be learned and 
the moral of the stories are pretty obvious.  However, that was not the case for people who first 
heard these parables.  Many were probably listening and then asking themselves and each other, 
“What was the point of that?”   
 We hear and see things and many times do not realize anything beyond the obvious.  
What do you “really” see when you look at something?  That could qualify as a strange question, 
by the way.  If you were to see a busy street in a downtown area of a large city, what do you 
“see” in addition to the obvious cars, trucks, people, trash on the street, traffic signals, buses, 



etc.?  For example, you might see mindless pursuit of wealth and people rushing to go nowhere.  
You might see the “masses” struggling to survive in hard economic times.  You might see 
“hope” in that people are working to accomplish something.   
 Getting closer to home, when something happens in your life, how do you interpret what 
is going on?  Do we see a spiritual truth or message in the ordinary and everyday things we 
encounter?  For example, your lawn mower won’t start and you check the gas tank and find that 
it is about a quarter filled, but you notice that there is a lot of cloudy stuff in the tank.  So you 
empty the tank, flush it and fill it with fresh gasoline.  You might even check the old gas cans 
you have setting around to see if any those have contaminated gas in them.   
 You might make a spiritual connection to your life regarding the need to be careful to 
allow only the “right stuff” to come into your mind and heart lest things get all clogged up in 
your thinking and your values?  You might even take an inventory of what you normally watch 
on TV or what books you read and toss out the contaminated things that could pollute your mind.  
You might even make a physical body connection and think about how important it is to eat only 
healthy foods.  The deeper question might be, do you see God working in such simple things to 
draw you closer to Him.  
 Jesus said on several occasions, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”  He used the 
everyday things that he saw to teach the people principles of the kingdom of God and to point 
out how things worked with all kinds of people.  When Jesus taught, there was not a lot of 
teaching that involved opening the Scriptures, reading a passage and doing an exegetical analysis 
of what Moses or David or Jonah said.  We may have heard some people criticizing a few 
preachers for using the Readers Digest as their sermon text as if that was a terrible thing to do.  
Well, Jesus did not have the Readers Digest, He just look around and saw something going on 
that was fairly routine and He saw lessons in life and Kingdom principles in the simple things.  
He was a story teller and some people in the crowd heard the stories and were entertained by 
them and learned nothing and others got the message.  These others had “ears to hear.”   
 
A Crowd – 13:1-3a 
1 That day Jesus went out of the house and was sitting by the sea. 2 And large crowds gathered to Him, so He got into 
a boat and sat down, and the whole crowd was standing on the beach. 3 And He spoke many things to them in 
parables.  Matthew 13:1-3a (NASB95)   
 According to some commentators, Matthew 12 was a major turning point in the ministry 
of Jesus.  What had changed?  The Jewish leadership stepped up their opposition to Jesus’ 
messages and ministry by accusing Him of being a tool of the devil and using the power of the 
devil to do the miracles that had happened (12:24).  This charge was considered by Jesus to be so 
serious that Jesus stated (12:30-32) a very sobering warning about blasphemy against the Holy 
Spirit being “the unforgivable sin.”   
 This declaration by the Jewish religious leaders set in motion a series of events that 
would eventfully become a formal announcement of apostasy when they declared “We have no 
king but Caesar.”  With this critical change, we see (in Matthew 13) that Jesus made a change in 
the way He taught.  He knew that the growing opposition of the religious leaders would lead to 
His crucifixion.  He warned His disciples on several occasions that this was going to happen.  
But their logical question would be, “What will happen to the kingdom about which we have 
been preaching?”  That question was answered in this series of parables. So, He first explained 
the truth concerning the kingdom, and then later explained to them the facts about the Cross.  
Let’s begin with the first parable in this series.   
 



A Parable – 13:3b-9 
3b “Behold, the sower went out to sow; 4 and as he sowed, some seeds fell beside the road, and the birds came and ate 
them up. 5 “Others fell on the rocky places, where they did not have much soil; and immediately they sprang up, 
because they had no depth of soil. 6 “But when the sun had risen, they were scorched; and because they had no root, 
they withered away. 7 “Others fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked them out. 8 “And others fell 
on the good soil and yielded a crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty. 9 “He who has ears, let him 
hear.”  Matthew 13:3b-9 (NASB95)  
 As Jesus continued to minister to crowds of people, He did something He had not done 
before.  For the first time in Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus told parables. The word “parable” comes 
from two Greek words (para and ballō), which together mean “to throw alongside.” A parable, 
like an illustration, makes a comparison between a known truth and an unknown truth; it throws 
them alongside each other.  In the first of the seven parables in this chapter Jesus told about a 
farmer who sowed seed in his field. The emphasis in the story is on the results of the sowing, for 
the seed fell on four kinds of soil: along the path, on rocky places, among thorns, and on good 
soil. So the farmer had four kinds of results.   
 An overall general lesson for life (which all of us should already know) is that the 
outcome of a project is dependent on many factors.  What we do is important (sow seeds), how 
we do it is important (scattered uniformly), when we do it is important (sow during planting time 
rather than harvest time), and where you do it (good ground verse hard ground) influence the 
results.   
 Some have argued that this parable is the key to all the other parables, because in all of 
them Jesus preaches or ‘sows’ the word.   The way parables work is that some people will look 
and listen and not really see or understand, but others will “get it” and turn to God, embrace His 
kingdom and seek His mercy and forgiveness.  D. A. Carson observes  

Even in the case of those ready to listen, shallow response is a danger. Careless or 
superficial listeners, who have no root, or those whose lives are too full of worries or 
pleasures (sometimes, these are equal dangers) will bear no fruit. Only those who listen, 
accept and act will be fruitful.  (New Bible Commentary) 

 The effect of the word of God on the hearer is not as dependent on the quality of the word 
or the means of delivery but on the condition of the heart of the one who hears.  God has 
messages for us in the everyday events of life that we miss or dismiss as not being applicable to 
us.  We have barren spots that are hard places that we refuse to buy into what God is telling us 
about our lives.  We may do something momentarily that may make us feel good but has no real 
life changing or lasting benefit.  Many other things we hear about are recognized as good things 
to do but we just don’t have time to get them done.  If we would break up the hard crusts of 
unawareness, of indifference, and make some room in the garden of our lives, then we should 
find that the land (our lives) has yielded good fruit. 
 
A Reason – 13:10-13 
10 And the disciples came and said to Him, “Why do You speak to them in parables?” 11 Jesus answered them, “To 
you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been granted. 12 “For 
whoever has, to him more shall be given, and he will have an abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he 
has shall be taken away from him. 13 “Therefore I speak to them in parables; because while seeing they do not see, 
and while hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.  Matthew 13:10-13 (NASB95) 
 Why did Jesus teach in parables?  Two reasons were given: because of the sluggishness 
of the people; and because it was prophesied in Psalm 78:2 and other places in the Old 
Testament.  Jesus did not teach in parables to confuse or condemn the people.  Rather, He sought 
to excite their interest and arouse their curiosity.  These parables would give light to those with 



trusting, searching hearts.  But they would bring darkness to the unconcerned and unrepentant.  
A third reason that is not mentioned is that in a culture where many of the people could not read 
or write, stories were acceptable ways of telling something so that it could be remembered.   
 Many of the people of that day relied on oral traditions of the word since they were 
illiterate.  Many of us have had training in how to present the gospel to those who are “lost.”  
Many of the methods use little booklets such as the Four Spiritual Laws and we rely on such 
written material to share our faith.  Would we know how to lead someone to faith in Christ who 
was illiterate?  Most of us would struggle with that since we are so dependent on the written 
word.  If we take such methods of sharing the gospel to parts of the world where most of the 
people cannot read, then we find limited success since we don’t have the skill of sharing the 
word orally.   
 Jesus’ use of parables puzzled the disciples. He had used some parables in His teaching 
already, but on that day He gave a series of seven interrelated parables, then added an eighth.  
These were not ordinary parables; Jesus called them “the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven.”  
In the New Testament, a “mystery” is a spiritual truth understood only by divine revelation.  It is 
a “sacred secret” known only to those “on the inside” who learn from the Lord and obey Him.  
 The “secrets of the Kingdom of Heaven” revealed by the parables were those things that 
had not previously been known but were then being revealed. The kingdom of God had certainly 
been previously known and had been anticipated throughout the Old Testament. The “secrets” of 
the kingdom were that it was revealed but rejected, that it was present but small and hidden like 
the mustard seed or the leaven, and that its members were the humble and poor, not the powerful 
and wealthy. 
 The disciples (as well as we) sometimes wished that God would just tell us what to do in 
plain language.  Well, He did.  We call it the Ten Commandments.  The interpretation and 
practical application are best understood by practical everyday examples.  Understanding these 
will allow us to use the direction God gives to us by the Holy Spirit in a way that is acceptable to 
Him.  Unless we have been born of the Spirit, then we cannot understand spiritual things. 
 The first and essential gift that God gives is that of Himself in the indwelling presence of 
the Holy Spirit.  Those who have received this will be given other blessings in abundance.  
Those who reject the initial gift will end up with nothing since they have no capacity to receive 
more.  If they were told in “plain language” the truths of the Kingdom, they might gain a 
“mental” understanding of the principles and they would then try to apply them as “techniques” 
to manipulate or manage other people as the Pharisees had done.   
 If we have been granted “access” to the mysteries of the Kingdom, then we have been 
blessed.  Blessings bring responsibility and we know that involves sharing with others the truths 
that have been revealed to us.  This is what sowing the seed is all about.  If we don’t sow, then it 
is unlikely that we will have a harvest.   


