
 WHO IS JESUS? 
Matthew 16:13-28 

 
 If we were asked the question “Who are you?” we would likely respond with our names.  
We might say something equivalent to “I am John Doe.”  Many times such a response is all that 
is needed especially in the case of someone checking attendance at a meeting against a list of 
those who were expected to be there.  With a name like John Doe that might prompt another 
question such as “which John Doe are you?” which would lead to more identity information 
being required.   
 Sometimes at meetings where there are several people present, a typical first step is to 
have each person share something about themselves to give some additional identity beyond a 
name.  Many times the information shared will be greatly influenced by the particular setting of 
the situation where we might be sharing information regarding “who we are.”  Typically, the 
additional information might include such things as where you live, your occupation, hobbies, 
marital status, number of children and grandchildren, and things of that nature.  These “facts and 
figures” could be classified as being at a superficial level.   
 There are times that we might need to go beyond the superficial and find out the more 
important things about someone.  When we go to that level, we get into things that are more 
abstract than “facts and figures.”  We might be reluctant to ask the person about such things 
since it may be difficult for someone to provide such information about themselves in an 
unbiased manner.  So, how can we discover such information without spending an inordinate 
amount of time with the person?  The simplest way may be to ask someone who has had a 
chance to observe the person in question.  We might frame the question as “What kind of person 
is John Doe?” 
 We might pick up information related to integrity, reliability, demeanor, industriousness, 
and the person’s priorities in life.  Even with all this information we are not totally sure if we 
“really” know the person.  Is there a deeper level that is important to a person’s real identity?  
This is what we will attempt to discover as we examine the question that Jesus asked about 
people’s understanding about His identity.   
 
Misunderstood Identity – 16:13-14 
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He was asking His disciples, “Who do people say that 
the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or 
one of the prophets.”  Matthew 16:13-14 (NASB95) 
 Interestingly (in John 8:25), when Jesus told the Pharisees that they would die in their 
sins unless “you believe that I am” they immediately asked Jesus “Who are You?” Their 
response was one of sarcasm in that they said “You, Who are You?”  Jesus answered them with a 
question of “What have I been telling you from the beginning of My ministry?”   
 People had witnessed the life and work of Jesus and they tried to explain what they were 
witnessing with any explanation they could come up with rather than believe and admit the 
obvious truth to which the evidence pointed that He is the “I AM.”  Is that not what the secular 
humanists are doing today?  All the evidence of the discernible “physical world” with all the 
complexity and with the fact that there is “life” is consistently denied to be the outcome of there 
being a “Creator.”  Instead, ideas are put forth that “random chance happenings” (which 
normally result in disorder and chaos) somehow put things together in an orderly manner so that 
it just looks like it was “created.”  The origin of life is basically ignored but then elaborate 
imaginative ideas are proposed to explain how that “life” in a single cell somehow evolved into 



more complex forms of life.  When questioned as to where life originated, they will suggest 
something such as space aliens brought it to earth.   
 The things that people were saying about Jesus such as He was John the Baptist or Elijah 
or one of the prophets was totally implausible unless the people believed in reincarnation which 
was not part of their beliefs.  However, they were reaching out to try to grab hold of something 
that could explain the obviously supernatural things that were associated with what Jesus was 
doing.   
 The likely origin of the idea that Jesus was the reincarnation of John the Baptist was 
likely Herod who had John killed.  Even though Herod knew that John was prophet and spoke 
the truth he had him killed to silence him.  In his superstition, he thought that John had come 
back to life or maybe that the spirit of John had taken over the body of Jesus.   
 The answers the disciples gave to “whom do men say that I am?” did not end the 
questioning.  We must do more than know what others think of Jesus.  We must come to our own 
understanding, and each must make a personal commitment based on that understanding. 
 It is important to express our beliefs.  As we put our beliefs into words, we are forced to 
firm up what we believe.  Perhaps this is the difference in what we “feel” about something and 
what we “believe.”  
 
True Identity – 16:15-16 
15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.”  Matthew 16:15-16 (NASB95) 
 If the question of “Who do you say that Jesus is?” were addressed to people from various 
parts of the world, what would be the most common answer in today’s world?  There are a little 
more than seven billion people in the world and 40 percent of them would answer that they “had 
never heard of Jesus.”   
 Maybe the picture might be better if you did a survey in an area of the world where 
Christianity was the “norm” such as in the USA.  A Barna survey from 1994 showed that only 88 
percent believed that Jesus was a real person.  Forty-two percent said that while Jesus lived on 
earth He committed sins.  The most popular answers from that survey could be summarized into 
three categories: a good man, a great teacher, or a moral leader.    
 What would you think would be the major “factors that influence” what most evangelical 
Christians would say in response to the question “Who do you say that Jesus is?”  Typical 
responses might be as follows:  What they were taught in Sunday School.  What they heard 
preached in churches they attended.  What they read in the Bible.  What a friend told them.  
What they heard on TV.  What they were told by their parents.   
 As we consider the list of influences we just created, should these be considered to be in 
the category of what “others” say rather than what “we” say?  We may give a perfectly correct 
answer to the question “Who do you say that Jesus is?” by simply quoting what someone told us 
or what we read in a book.  What could possibly be wrong with being satisfied with the fact that 
we “got it right” without considering how we came to the point of being able to “get it right?”   
 If the only basis of our confession of “Who Christ Is” is what we were told or what we 
have read, then when someone comes along with a more convincing story, then we might change 
that confession to conform to the new information.  What would keep us from changing our 
confession?   
 
New Identity – 16:17-20 
17 And Jesus said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but 



My Father who is in heaven. 18 “I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and 
the gates of Hades will not overpower it. 19 “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatever you 
bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven.” 
20 Then He warned the disciples that they should tell no one that He was the Christ.  Matthew 16:17-20 (NASB95) 
 Obviously, Peter’s answer was not included in the first list the disciples gave regarding 
what others were saying.  Just focusing on this passage, we would get the idea that no one else 
was saying Jesus was the Christ, the Son of God.  Had anyone even raised the question in their 
own minds “Could Jesus be the Messiah?”   
 The question and the affirmative answer had been raised and stated several times over the 
past three and a half years.  Even before Jesus began His earthly ministry, some thirty years prior 
to that time, Mary surely understood that Jesus was the Messiah.  This was revealed to her even 
before she conceived Jesus.  Elizabeth had made a confession that the unborn baby that Mary 
was carrying was her “Lord.”  Joseph was told that Jesus would save the people from their sins 
which was the ministry of the Messiah.  Later on, John the Baptist made a declaration when he 
was baptizing people in the Jordan River and Jesus came to that place, he said “Behold the Lamb 
of God that takes away the sin of the world.”  Following his baptism of Jesus and seeing the 
Holy Spirit descending upon Him, John declared Jesus to be the Son of God.  Immediately, 
following that and having heard John declare a second time “Behold the Lamb of God,” Andrew 
told his brother Simon, “We have found the Messiah.”  The sister of Mary was the mother of 
James and John and she had to have been told by Mary about Mary’s special son.  We would 
likely conclude that James and John had at least heard that Jesus was the Messiah.  I would guess 
that many others had wondered or speculated that “perhaps” Jesus was the Messiah.  Jesus had 
even openly stated the fact to the Samaritan woman at the well that He was the I AM.  She 
invited the people in her village to come and meet this man and raised the question “Could this 
be the Messiah?”   
 In most of these cases, there had been an initial revelation by an angel or directly by the 
Holy Spirit (or a direct statement by Jesus) that Jesus was the Messiah.  In the case of Andrew, 
Simon, James and John they had been told by someone who had received a revelation of the 
truth.   
 As we read the account in Matthew 16, we may have a tendency to think that it had just 
been revealed to Peter that Jesus was the Messiah the Son of God.  A closer look at all that had 
happened would make us think that the revelation of that truth came about over a period of time.   
After Andrew had made his statement and as Peter observed all that Jesus did during His earthly 
ministry he came to know the truth of Who Jesus is.  This is probably the same way that God 
revealed that truth to us.  We had been told (perhaps repeatedly by various means) that Jesus is 
the Christ the Son of God.  We more or less accepted that information just on face value.  
Initially, it didn’t make a significant difference in our lives until we were confronted with a 
growing realization of what that information really means.  It may be through something that we 
experience or we may find ourselves facing decisions in life that brings us to a life changing 
acceptance of the truth of Who Jesus is.  Some people may never get past the superficial 
knowledge that Jesus is the Messiah and the Son of God and their lives are not changed since 
fully embracing the truth requires a revelation from God that we cannot discover on our own or 
by just relying on what someone told us.     
 The significance of this revelation of truth is seen in the conversation of Jesus that 
followed.  The words of Jesus about Peter and the rock is a play on words.  Jesus said to Simon, 
“Your nickname is Rock, and you have just stated the principle or truth that is the foundation 
stone or rock for the church.”  He was going to build His church on a solid foundation, the truth 



of which Simon just stated.  “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God.”  This foundation 
would be strong enough to withstand the condemning judgments (gates) of a world that was dead 
in itself.   
 The expression “gates of hades” is an idiomatic statement that has nothing to do with a 
closure for an entrance way through a wall.  The “gates” of a city was where business was 
conducted and the courts met and judgments were declared.  It was a euphemism for authority 
and power.  Some commentators say that this expression meant physical death; however, what 
follows regarding binding and loosening for the assembly of God’s people seems to favor the 
idea of the “gates” being a place of declaration of judgments.  Most people’s opinions 
(judgments) are typically influenced by what we might call the realm of the dead (Hades) or the 
world system.  The Kingdom of God was a kingdom of light and life and the “church” would be 
having opinions (judgments) that were in alignment with the principles of God’s word.  Psalm 
119:89 tells us “Forever, O Lord, Thy word is settled in Heaven.  In other words those things that 
are allowed (loosed) and not allowed (bound) have already been determined and the assembly of 
God’s people will make their judgments in accordance with those principles.   
 To those whom Jesus had called out of the world (at the time these were this little band of 
disciples) would be given the ability to open up and disclose to a lost world how to enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven.  It would be through these “called out ones” (what we now refer to as the 
Church) God would implement His eternal purposes regarding mankind in the ages to follow.  
The stewardship for the Plan of Salvation would be given to the Church rather than the nation of 
Israel.  In fact, Jesus initiated a New Covenant for this new Israel of God in the weeks that 
followed this time.   
 This small group had just heard confirmation of one of the greatest truths that finite man 
had ever heard and they were told to “tell no one.”  The nation in general, and certainly the 
religious leaders in particular, were not yet ready for this message.  Without the indwelling 
presence of the Holy Spirit which came at Pentecost, the disciples were not equipped to deal with 
the opposition that would rise against them if they dared to openly proclaim that Jesus was the 
Messiah, the Son of God.    
 
Cross Identity – 16:21-28 
21 From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the 
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third day. 22 Peter took Him aside and 
began to rebuke Him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This shall never happen to You.” 23 But He turned and said to 
Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; for you are not setting your mind on God’s 
interests, but man’s.” 24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, 
and take up his cross and follow Me. 25 “For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life 
for My sake will find it. 26 “For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what 
will a man give in exchange for his soul? 27 “For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His 
angels, and WILL THEN REPAY EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS. 28 “Truly I say to you, there are some of those 
who are standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom.”  Matthew 
16:21-28 (NASB95) 
 Now that the group had been plainly told Who Jesus is, He started to share some of the 
more difficult things such as He was going to suffer, die and be raised up again.  Peter wasn’t 
sure what being “raised again” was all about but he fully understood (or thought he did) the 
meaning of “suffer and die.”  This was not in his plans for Jesus, so he started to assert his own 
way.  He essentially told Jesus, “I’m not going to let that happen, You need to make some 
changes here.”   
 Less than an hour earlier, this same man had confessed that Jesus was the Messiah, the 



Son of God and now he was telling Him, “Not so, Lord.”  This sequence just does not logically 
fit together.  Peter had lost sight of the greatness and awesomeness of God.  We do not tell God, 
“No, You are not going to do that!” 
 That which Peter suggested was the same thing Satan had suggested to Jesus in the 
wilderness temptation.  “Fulfill the role of Messiah in a way other than suffering and sacrifice.”  
Jesus recognized the source of such tempting words and He spoke to Satan who was putting his 
ideas into Peter’s mind.   
 Peter was still thinking as those in the world system think.  The world system teaches 
wrong beliefs and has distorted values.  The definition of “winning” in the world’s way of 
thinking is to conquer the opponent.  It is an “I win, you lose” mind set.  The requirements for 
winning have no boundaries – all is fair.  We see it being played out in the “justice” system in 
that truth seems to play no part in the process – only winning is important.  The result of such a 
system is that everything is eventually destroyed.   
 Sometimes we get the idea that denying self is to not have anything material.  This is 
simply denying things to self.  That kind of self denial can be very self-serving and self-seeking.  
It is similar to the Pharisee who prays, “I fast twice during the week, I give to the poor, I, I, I.”  
What Jesus meant was that we are to say “No” to self-love, to self-seeking, and to self-assertion.  
Jesus may have been thinking about the motive of Simon Peter in saying “Not so, Lord.”  Was 
Simon just trying to be a hero or just wanted to have his own way in what Jesus was going to do? 
 The alternative is to put self to death.  This is a choice we make.  Just as Jesus made the 
choice to go to the Cross, we must voluntarily take up our instrument of “death to self” and 
follow the example of Jesus. 
 That which may seem like “losing” by the world’s evaluation is the way to eternal life.  
The benefits may not be seen in this life except by faith.  But our faithfulness is what pleases 
God and in the Judgment will be rewarded.   
 We started talking about identity.  With whom do we identify?  Another way to ask that 
question is to consider “What are our priorities?”  Here’s our chance to choose.  If we could have 
all the world’s possessions versus eternal life with God, the best choice is eternal life.  All the 
world’s possessions would be a bad bargain in trade for a life lived in pursuit of wrong goals.  
 We cannot measure success in the same terms the world uses.  Success is measured by 
the progress we make toward the correct goals in life.  If our goal is to be as Jesus, then the 
material things do not even enter into the “success equation.” 
 Our Christian walk should be one that takes us closer and closer to Jesus.  It should cause 
us to be conformed to His image – to be like Him.  Our walk and our destination are something 
we must resolve to do and as we pass decision points along the way, we must make choices in 
accordance with the destination of our resolve. 
 We cannot make that resolve unless we know who Jesus is and grasp the significance of 
what God was doing in Jesus. 
 


