
STRUGGLING WITH THE FUTURE

Do we really want to know what is going to happen in the future. I think that most of us have
mixed feelings about that.  We sort of want to know and yet we are afraid of knowing.  In a sense
we do look into the future as we make plans for tomorrow and beyond.  As it turns out we do, in
general, know some things that are going to happen.  What would you do if there is something that
you know you really ought to do, but this particular thing is just so inconvenient and so costly?  No
one is going to make you do it; however, it really needs to be done and you are the only one who can
do the job. People face such challenges in their lives from time to time.  Consider a man whose
brother needs a kidney transplant.  Several transplants have been tried and these were
unsuccessful--the body rejected them.  A kidney from his brother might be accepted.  The problem
comes in when one considers that the disease is hereditary and if the first brother gives up one kidney
and his remaining kidney might fail as his brother's did.  What should he do?  

During the Korean Conflict there was a story about a young Korean boy who was asked to
donate blood to help save the life of another child.  While the blood was being transferred from the
healthy child to the injured child, the little boy had tears in his eyes.  The nurse, thinking that the
needle was hurting the child, asked what was wrong.  The boy looked at the blood going from his
body to the other child and asked, "When am I going to die?"  He thought that he was giving all his
blood to help another person.  

Jesus said, "Greater love hath no man than this:  that a man lay down his life for his friends."
He knew what He was talking about for that was what He faced as He struggled with the future.
STRUGGLE is an appropriate word for what Jesus was doing that night as He and the disciples left
the upper room and went out the garden of Gethsemane.

MATTHEW 26: 36-39  Even the name of the garden was indicative of the stress of that
occasion.  Gethsemane means "olive press" and Jesus was feeling tremendous pressure regarding
what He knew was about to happen.  We can learn from His example:  He turned to prayer.  When
life is pressing in on us and we are struggling with doing what we know we ought to do, we can find
the strength to carry on in prayer.  Even though the decision would have to be His alone, He want-
ed the company and support of those close to Him.  How often have we had someone ask us to pray
with or for them.  This is similar to Jesus' request to Peter, James and John, "Watch with me."  

We are told that Jesus got down on the ground -- face down and prayed. In the Old
Testament, this was the position that signified worship.  He humbled himself before God, the Father
and endured intense agony of the soul as he struggled with this issued of how to secure salvation for
mankind.  We are told in Hebrews "He learned obedience by the things He suffered."  Obedience is
not just doing only what you want to do.  Jesus was literally determining the future of the entire
universe with what He did that night.  He certainly determined the future possibilities for you and me.
We also are in the business of determining our future and we even have significant influence on those
around us. What we did yesterday and what we do today will (already have) determined what we will
be and what we will have tomorrow and all the other tomorrows.  

MATTHEW 26: 40-41 This situation must have been a disappointment for Jesus.  However,
He probably was not too surprised. The fact that mankind had failed to be faithful in almost every
situation proves our need of salvation. Even now, Jesus finds His disciples, the Church, asleep and
not watching. How many people really spend an hour a day in prayer or devotion.  The consequences
of not doing that is clearly spelled out here:  we enter into temptation.  

The continuing struggle that each of us face each day is alluded to here by Jesus.  The spirit



and the flesh are contrary to each other.  Paul discussed this struggle in the 7th Chapter of Romans.
The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak described not what happened to the disciples as they fell
asleep, but it also described the struggle that Jesus was undergoing.  He wanted to do the job, the
mission, that He came to do.  On the other hand, He did not want to endure that intense suffering that
was going to be on the cross.  That is why He prayed, "let this cup pass from Me".  

MATTHEW 26: 42-46 Even though Jesus did not welcome the suffering in the realm of the
body and soul, He was not willing to let the purpose of His earthly life go unfulfilled.  The second
time He prayed we see some insight that shows us the fact that some things will not go away but we
can go through them and be done with them. Sometimes the best approach to problems is just to face
up to them, attach them head on and get it behind us.  Most of the time, we practice avoidance
because there is usually some sacrifice or suffering involved.  Even after we come to the realization
of the necessity of what must be done, we many times need to bathe that decision in prayer so that
our resolve to do what we know must be done will not slip.  We see Jesus coming to acceptance of
the situation and then going back to confirm His resolve.  At this point Jesus waked His disciples.
He could have let them asleep; however, there needed to be witnesses to what was going to happen.

MATTHEW 26: 47-50 All that Jesus had said about being betrayed and being arrested was
happening.  The disciples had probably thought that it was just so much talk--maybe just an over
statement for effect.  But no, it was literally happening.  Those that were out to stop Jesus were from
the religious establishment.  What a tragedy it is that religion gets in the way of Christianity.  

At this point in the unfolding events and throughout the ordeal, Jesus was in control. We see
a little further on in the Scripture that He told His disciple that if He wanted to be rescued that He
could have called for angels to come.  We need to realize that we can back away from what is right
and so often do when the going gets a little rough.  Jesus did not back away and we should follow
His example. 


