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Matthew 27:41-54 

 
 Unrestrained human beings can be terribly evil.  How bad can this be?  John Calvin 
described this condition as total depravity.  This descriptive idea follows naturally from the 
teaching of original sin that Adam and Eve experienced as presented in the third chapter of 
Genesis.  The consequence of defying the specific and direct command of God to NOT decide 
for themselves what was good and what was evil was the death of their spiritual connection with 
God Who is Spirit.  The result was that the physical body along with the mind, emotion, and will 
of humanity were influenced by perverted ideas of what was beneficial to the individual.  Short-
term pleasures were embraced and long-term consequences were ignored.  The idea of absolutes 
was abandoned in favor of everything being relative.  Without the restraint of real goodness to 
guide and to motivate, mankind generally (if not universally) took the path of least resistance 
which was toward chaos and immediacy.  How bad or evil can this condition become?  Look at 
the atrocities and the cruelties that have happen throughout human history of the powerful 
against the vulnerable and the unprotected.  We could argue that the combination of abuse and 
death by crucifixion was the epitome of the expressed depravity of humanity separated from 
God. 
 Standing in stark contrast to the depths of the depravity of evil, we find the absolute 
goodness of God.  How good is this?  Just as the extent of man’s evil seems incomprehensible, 
the goodness of God is such that we cannot comprehend it with our finite minds.  To allow us to 
understand this goodness, God came to us to live among those He had been preparing for 
centuries to be instrumental in restoring humanity to a right relationship with Him which was 
lost in the “original sin” event.   
 The Cross event can be seen as the ultimate clash of the depravity of man with the 
goodness of God.  In the crucifixion, it appeared that evil had won and goodness had been 
defeated.   
 
Mocked – 27:41-44 
41 In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking Him and saying, 42 “He 
saved others; He cannot save Himself. He is the King of Israel; let Him now come down from the cross, and we will 
believe in Him. 43 “HE TRUSTS IN GOD; LET GOD RESCUE Him now, IF HE DELIGHTS IN HIM; for He said, ‘I am the 
Son of God.’ ” 44 The robbers who had been crucified with Him were also insulting Him with the same words.  
Matthew 27:41-44 (NASB95) 
 All the mocking and the calling to “come down from the cross” were predicted in the Old 
Testament Scriptures and these actually happened.  Pilate even participated in the mocking and 
ridicule, perhaps as a message to the Jews.  He remembered the accusation the Jews made about 
Jesus:  He was a king.  Pilate put up a sign in three languages, “This is the king of the Jews.”  
The warning, of course, would be that if we do this to your king, then we will do the same thing 
to you.  Actually, it is a similar warning that Jesus gave His disciple regarding persecution they 
would encounter. 
 How do “knowing the plan and being faithfully obedient” factor into the account that has 
been given to us?  Jesus knew that what was happening was the fulfillment of God's promises.  
He also knew that what He was doing was the only way to provide salvation for fallen mankind 
and His love compelled Him to stay on the cross and to take the abuse and scorn that were 
heaped upon Him.  In Matthew 26:53 we were told that Jesus said that could have stopped the 
process by calling for His Father Who would have sent 12 legions of angels.  We can assume 



that up until the point that He declared “It is finished” that He could have decided that “enough is 
enough” and could have abandoned the mission.  That would have amounted to “disobedience” 
to Himself.      
 What is the lesson for us?  If the world would attack Jesus and crucify Him, then should 
we be surprised when we are misunderstood and ridiculed and abused?  No, we've been warned – 
it is not easy to be a Christian.  Jesus said, “In the world, you shall have tribulation; but be of 
good cheer, I have overcome the world.”  At that moment in time, it certainly did not appear that 
Jesus had overcome the world.  In fact, those observing would have concluded that the Romans, 
the Jews and the Cross had won the day.  We have the benefit of being able to look back on the 
events and realize the ultimate victory belonged to and still belongs to Jesus.  Just as Jesus could 
look past the horrors of the cross, we too must look past our present problems when we are 
misunderstood and ridiculed from our Christian stand and see the ultimate victory.  Then our 
response can be as His, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”   Would we dare 
to say that when we “bail out” when the going gets rough that we are not being obedient or 
faithful to what God has called us to do?  
 The words that were used to taunt Jesus were what someone recently described as the 
way to carry out “disinformation” or what is common called “fake news” in today’s culture.  The 
process is to take a truth and then cleverly blend in a falsehood that seems to most people to be 
reasonable.  For example, the first taunt we see is that “He saved others, He cannot save Himself.  
We see here a mixture of truth and a plausible lie.  The truth of the matter (which His enemies 
choose to ignore) was that He did “save” others by healing the sick, casting out demons and 
raising the dead.  The subtle lie is that He cannot save Himself.  The truth of this second part of 
the taunt is that He would not save Himself.  He certainly had the power or ability to save 
Himself but would not do so.   
 The next example of disinformation was a result of the taunters being ignorant of what 
kind of King Jesus was and the nature of His kingdom.  We see the truth that He was and is the 
King of Israel.  They were thinking in terms of the physical realm and because Jesus did not 
meet their misplaced expectations they would not believe Him.  This is the problem of having 
preconceived ideas that are uninformed and when we refuse to do a fresh examination of what 
we have “always believed.”   
 The third taunt was a mixture of truth, a misconception about God’s timing, and a not-so-
subtle effort to disrespect the claims of Jesus.  The origin of this taunt can be found in Psalms 
22:8.  The truth is found in their statement “He trusts in God.”  The misconception is seen in the 
belief that God’s ways are the same as our ideas and ideals.  Their understanding of how God 
interacts with humanity was very much like that of Job’s friends.  They thought that if Jesus was 
really trusting in God that God would deliver Him at that very moment as evidenced by their 
inclusion of the word “now” when they quoted from Psalm 22.  By the simple addition of a 
single word, the conclusion that they made regarding the relationship that God the Son had with 
God the Father was distorted.  God did “rescue” Jesus but it was in His timing.  The Resurrection 
was the proof of that rescue.  The cynics took the suffering of Jesus to mean that God did not 
delight in Jesus and that Jesus’ claim to be God, the Son was false.   
 We look at the world system of government and religion and we can understand the play 
for power and control that motivated the plot against Jesus.  However, I find it rather hard to 
understand the response of the criminals who also died that day.  
 
Forsaken – 27:45-49 
45 Now from the sixth hour darkness fell upon all the land until the ninth hour. 46 About the ninth hour Jesus cried out 



with a loud voice, saying, “ELI, ELI, LAMA SABACHTHANI?” that is, “MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN 
ME?” 47 And some of those who were standing there, when they heard it, began saying, “This man is calling for 
Elijah.” 48 Immediately one of them ran, and taking a sponge, he filled it with sour wine and put it on a reed, and 
gave Him a drink. 49 But the rest of them said, “Let us see whether Elijah will come to save Him.”  Matthew 27:45-
49 (NASB95) 
 It appeared that creation itself reacted to what was happening to the Creator.  It stayed 
dark until mid-afternoon.  The brightest time of the day – noon time – was dark.  An eclipse of 
the sun is ruled out because Passover occurred in the middle of the month when the moon was 
full.  The darkness may have been caused by dark clouds.    
 As mid-afternoon approached, Jesus cried out the opening word of Psalm 22:  "My God, 
My God, why have You forsaken Me?"  In the ordeal of the cross, He Who knew no sin became 
sin for us, that we might become the righteous of God in Him.  At the point where God, the 
Father had heaped upon God, the Son the sin of the whole world, He represented all of fallen 
humanity and in so doing died for each of us thus paying the penalty of sin.  Many commentators 
interpret this element of the overall event as God the Father looking away from the sin that His 
Son had taken on.  Regardless of what was going on, I can believe that Jesus felt greater 
abandonment than any of us have ever experienced when we have difficulties and suffering. 
 The people thought that Jesus was calling for Elijah and thought, perhaps, that He had 
become delusional in all the pain.  Someone offered Him a drink of vinegar on a sponge.  Yet 
even this act was a fulfillment of an Old Testament prophecy in Psalms 69.  But because of their 
ignorance and misunderstanding of the Scriptures, they used their misinterpretation as another 
opportunity to taunt Jesus as He died on the Cross.  
 
Sacrificed – 27:50-54 
50 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit. 51 And behold, the veil of the temple was 
torn in two from top to bottom; and the earth shook and the rocks were split. 52 The tombs were opened, and many 
bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised; 53 and coming out of the tombs after His resurrection they 
entered the holy city and appeared to many. 54 Now the centurion, and those who were with him keeping guard over 
Jesus, when they saw the earthquake and the things that were happening, became very frightened and said, “Truly 
this was the Son of God!”  Matthew 27:50-54 (NASB95) 
 Jesus then uttered His last words.  According to Luke, He said “Father into Your hands I 
commit My spirit” and He died.  At that moment the veil of the temple was torn into two parts 
from the top to the bottom.  The veil in the temple separated the Holy Place from the Holiest of 
Holies.  In the Tabernacle and in the Temple, the Holiest of Holies was the abiding place of the 
Ark of the Covenant and the Mercy Seat of God.  It was the place which the high priest entered 
once each year on the Day of Atonement.  Now the way was opened for all to come to God 
through Jesus Christ. This signaled the end to the old physical sacrificial system as an approach 
to God, the spiritual way now having been made open by the One Who is the Way, the Truth and 
the Life.   
 Another aspect of the rending of the physical veil was to show that what humanity did 
and was doing to the body of Jesus in the crucifixion was a defilement of the most holy place and 
that when Jesus died the presence of God with physical Israel left and there was no need for a 
veil in that place since the Spirit of God had departed.  The physical temple (as the dwelling 
place of God) was in effect destroyed (made of no consequence) at that point and the spiritual 
temple was raised up at the Resurrection and God filled His temple (the new Israel of God or the 
church) with His Spirit at Pentecost.   
 Apparently, this rending of the veil happened at the exact time when the priests were to 
begin the sacrificing of the Passover lambs.  I have wondered if that ritual was actually carried 



out that day with all the unusual things that were happening.  What we do know is the Perfect 
Lamb of God was sacrificed for the sins of all mankind at that time and the ritual was no longer 
needed since the event to which the ritual pointed was then fulfilled.  
 In addition to this phenomenon, Jesus then quoted from Psalms 31:5 and picked the time 
He died.  It is difficult for us to fathom that He was still in control of the situation in spite of all 
that He had endured physically.  Maybe the lesson for us is that being in pain and being 
exhausted is not a good excuse to lose control of how we behave and to be harsh with others. 
 Matthew included a comment that appears to parallel what Ezekiel had mentioned in 
Chapter 37 regarding what we typically call the “valley of the dry bones.”  The specific verse in 
Ezekiel 37:12 reads  “Therefore prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, 
O my people, I will open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves, and bring 
you into the land of Israel.”  No other account (Mark, Luke not John) mentioned this happening.  
It may have been Matthew’s attempt to relate the dry-bones prophecy from Ezekiel with the 
events occurring during the crucifixion.  Matthew went on to say that coming to life of the dead 
happened following (after) the resurrection.  We are not told how much longer after the 
resurrection this happened.  Since the prophecy from Ezekiel mentioned that God would put His 
Spirit within those who rose from the graves, we could think that this was a reference to the 
salvation of many of the Jews following Pentecost.   
 There were some positive things that happened in and around this terrible injustice.  
Pilate had declared Jesus to be innocent, the thief on the cross had said that Jesus had done 
nothing amiss, and now we read in Matthew’s account that a soldier declared Him to be 
righteous.  However, those who had schemed to put an innocent person to death never came to 
know the truth before judgment came upon them.     
 Jesus lived His life trusting in the Father's care and He continues to express that same 
trust as He lives in us.  As we commit our lives to God, we are giving expression to the life that 
is now in us in Jesus Christ.  He had come to earth to live among men and to be a sacrifice for 
the sin of mankind.  


