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ENTERING GOD'S KINGDOM

We hear a lot about all the illegal aliens that are in this country either trying to make a living or creating
and getting involved in mischief.  However, we don't hear a lot about people becoming citizens of our country. 
Every now and then, I see something on television about a person who has applied for citizenship and has met all
the qualification to become a citizen.  It always seems that these are happy times for the people who finally become
citizens.  When we see that it should make us more thankful that we already have our citizenship in the USA.  

As wonderful as citizenship in our great nation is, there is a citizenship that goes far beyond that in its
importance.  Of course, I'm referring to being citizens of the Kingdom of God.  Just as there are requirements to
becoming a citizen of the USA, there are requirements for becoming a citizen of the Kingdom of God.  Just as a
new citizen values his or her citizenship we should recognize that there is nothing as important as our resolving
the question of what Kingdom we are going to be a part of for all eternity.  

We don't usually hear a lot of emphasis on the fact of the Kingdom of Heaven and what it should mean to
us to be a part of that Kingdom.  However, Jesus spoke of it often and referenced much of what He did to the fact
that the Kingdom of God was "at hand."  

The Gospel of Mark was the first account to be written of the four gospels.  Although the author is
identified as Mark, it is thought to be based primarily on the account that Simon Peter gave to Mark of the life and
work of Jesus.  Not surprising, it is brief and to the point.

MARK 1:1  Mark took a cue from the opening words of Genesis:  "In the beginning, God created." 
Mark's purpose was to communicate to his readers the "good story" or the gospel about the Son of God.  The name
to which the Son of God is referred through out the New Testament is Jesus Christ.  This might be better translated
Jesus, the Christ.  Jesus is the Greek version of the Hebrew name that we pronounce Joshua.  He was called Yeshua
which literally means "Yahweh is salvation" and is the definition of His mission.  The term "the Christ" is the
English version of the Greek "Christos" which means "the Anointed One."  In the Hebrew, the word is Messiah.  

MARK 1:2-8  Immediately, Mark related the life and work of Jesus to the promised Messiah in the Old
Testament.  From the prophet Isaiah, Mark ties in the ministry of John the Baptist to the ministry of Jesus.  John
was the forerunner for the coming King of the Kingdom.  The people of that day had heard about John the Baptist
and many, at the time of the writing, had seen John who was the fulfillment of the prophecy of Isaiah.  

John was sent to prepare people for the message and ministry of the Messiah.  He preach repentance and
wanted people to demonstrate the fact of their repentance by an act that we call baptism or being dipped or
submerged in water.  John attracted quite a crowd and had many followers.  People from the rural and city areas
came to hear and to respond to John and his message.   

John as an unusual person in his dress and his diet.  He wore very rough clothing and ate whatever he
could find in the wilderness, but this was not the most unusual thing about John.  The most unusual thing was that
he was a great leader and yet he did not hold on to that fact, but recognized that someone far greater than he was to
arrive on the scene of history.  John did not feel worthy to even untie the shoes of this Greater One.  John also
recognized that the physical baptism that he was emphasizing had a counter part in the spiritual.  John was using
water and Jesus would use the Holy Spirit.

MARK 1:9-11  One might wonder why Jesus allowed Himself to be baptized by John.  Since He was God
Incarnate (the Son of God) He was sinless and had no need for repentance, yet He was baptized of John.  Several
possibilities can be suggested:  First, in having John baptize Him, He was acknowledging the authenticity of the
ministry of John.  Second, He was showing His identity with us as humans.  Third, in being baptized, Jesus was
showing His commitment to carry out the mission that He came to accomplish. From the point of His baptism,
Jesus initiated His public ministry that lasted about three years.  

Jesus was born of the Spirit and "had the Holy Spirit" from the moment of conception.  But now we see
that the Holy Spirit descended upon Him.  This was a special anointing of the Holy Spirit that equipped Jesus to
carry out the mission which He came to accomplish.  We also see in Mark's account that God's approval was voiced
from heaven for the commitment that Jesus made.

When we are born again of the Spirit of God, we have the Holy Spirit.  Based on what we see in the life of
Jesus, we also need an anointing of God's Spirit before we can have effective ministry.  Many will tell you that
these are not two separate occurrences, however, the overwhelming evidence in the New Testament supports the
two separate occurrences.



MARK 1:12-13  The announcement of Jesus' public ministry brought immediate attention from Satan in
the form of temptations to choose an alternate way to bring salvation to the world.  Satan's way is the empty,
crooked way that is more form than substance.  Jesus overcame the temptation of Satan and was able to effectively
use the Word of God as the foundation upon which He stood.  We must be able to do the same thing.  If we can't
use God's Word effectively, then we will fall for the tricks of Satan to take a short cut and miss God's plan.

MARK 1:14-15  The transition of the ministry of John the Baptist to that of Jesus happen rather abruptly
since John was removed from the scene by his arrest and imprisonment.  Jesus was sure of His message and started
proclaiming it immediately.  That message was fourfold.  (1)  The time had come.  God had promised to send the
Messiah to Israel to usher in the Kingdom of God.  Many devout Jews had looked for the coming of this Leader
and yet when Jesus came on the scene, hardly anyone recognized Him.  When He comes back for the second time,
we will have no trouble recognizing Him, since it will be as evident as lightening in the sky.  (2)  The Kingdom of
God was near.  This Kingdom was described by the Apostle Paul as "Righteous, Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghost." 
It is not an external Kingdom, as many thought it would be, but it is spiritual in nature and is a result of having the
King (Jesus) ruling and reigning in our hearts.  (3)  Repent.  Man's tendency is away from God.  That tendency
results in spiritual death as well as physical death (the wages of sin is death).  Repentance is simply turning around
and heading back toward God.  Actions are preceded by thoughts.  This means that repentance must take place in
in our hearts and minds which will results in our actions following.  (4)  Believe the gospel.  This is more than just
realizing the existing of the Kingdom of God and what it stands for.  It is becoming a part of that Kingdom.  A
person in Africa may realize that the United States exist and know the principle for which it stands and long to be
there; however, all that kind of belief does not result in citizenship in the USA.  Likewise, many people think
because they know about the Kingdom of God that they "believe in it" and are, therefore, a part of it.  One must
enter the Kingdom and the only way is via the New Birth.  Unless you are born again of the Spirit of God you
cannot even see the Kingdom of God.  There is nothing more important for us to do on earth than to make sure
that we are in the Kingdom of God.


