
FORGIVES  
Mark 2:1-12 

 
 As we continue in Mark’s account of the ministry portion of the earthly life of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, we can see a developing or unfolding revelation of this good news that 
starting with a recognition of the coming of the Kingdom of God and the need for people to 
prepare for the revelation of the King of this Kingdom.  Jesus came on the scene where and when 
John the Baptist was proclaiming the Kingdom and demonstrated by His baptism what was 
involved in being a part of this Kingdom.  This imagery was followed by an affirmation of Jesus’ 
role in the Kingdom by the voice of God speaking from heaven and the descent of the Holy 
Spirit upon Him to empower His ministry which would follow.  In the wilderness testing, Jesus 
provided confirmation of the determination He had to do only the will of the Father and not 
follow the ways of the world, the flesh, and the devil.   
 Mark’s message included situations in which there was a validation of Jesus’ ministry by 
demonstrations of power over evil spirits and physical illnesses that ranged from a simple fever 
to healing lepers.  This validation was seen as significant by people in the area and word had 
even gotten back to Jerusalem.  All this attention resulted in large crowds looking for Jesus and 
coming to him.  Of those who did come to Jesus, many knew they were in need of help in some 
area of their lives, others may have simply been curious and another group came to see if they 
could stop what was going on.   
 Following the healing of the lepers, Jesus had difficulty moving about in the towns 
because of the press of the crowds and he found some solitude and time for prayer in areas away 
from the population centers.  He eventually returned to Capernaum.   
 
Faith Expressed – 2:1-5 
1 When He had come back to Capernaum several days afterward, it was heard that He was at home. 2 And many 
were gathered together, so that there was no longer room, not even near the door; and He was speaking the word to 
them. 3 And they came, bringing to Him a paralytic, carried by four men. 4 Being unable to get to Him because of 
the crowd, they removed the roof above Him; and when they had dug an opening, they let down the pallet on which 
the paralytic was lying. 5 And Jesus seeing their faith said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”  Mark 2:1–
5 (NASB95) 
 From this account, the excitement regarding people being healed had not abated much 
since a large crowd came to the home where Jesus was staying.  It is thought that this was the 
home of Simon Peter and Jesus was inside having a conversation with those who were there.   
 What was happening with so many people being in the house and crowded outside seems 
somewhat strange to us.  We might wonder, if they asked if they could come in to hear what 
Jesus was saying or was it just uncontrolled chaos?  We are not privy to what He was telling the 
people at this time.  It could have been similar to ideas and concepts about the kingdom of God 
that he had shared in other settings.   
 In addition to the people who were already inside the house and the crowd gathered 
outside the entrance who were trying to get as close as they could to see or just hear what was 
happening inside, five additional people come on the scene.  The four men who carried the small 
bed plus the sick man wanted to get to Jesus so healing could happen.   
 The crowd made no effort to move aside and let those carrying the bed have access to 
Jesus.  This is a typical reaction that is still seen in most cultures even today.  No one was willing 
to make an accommodation for another person regardless of the obvious need.  In our culture we 
would expect people to do whatever they could to make a path for the paralyzed man to be taken 



to Jesus.  That reaction is not what we find in other parts of the world and was the case with the 
crowd in Capernaum.   
 The men with the small bed could not push their way through the crowd; however, their 
situation was so desperate that they would not settle for failure.  They became very inventive and 
decided to go over the crowd if they could not go through the crowd.  There is something to be 
learned here relative to persistence and desperation in bringing about change.  So many times our 
level of desperation is not high enough to give us the persistence to keep working to overcome 
obstacles.  When we try to do something and we run into resistance, we have a choice of giving 
up or finding a way through, around or over the resistance.  The choice we make is determined 
by how desperate or how compelled we are to make the change.  
 These four men took the roofing tiles off and lowered their friend into the room where 
Jesus was.  Luke tells us that Jesus SAW their faith.  How do we see faith?  The only way we can 
see faith is in the actions that people take.  If they had not had faith that Jesus could help their 
friend, they would not have taken such drastic action.  Their desperate need combined with their 
faith compelled them to find a creative way to accomplish their objective.   
 I wonder how they reacted when Jesus said, “Son, your sins are forgiven?”  They were 
probably disappointed.  Their immediate concern was not with the spiritual condition of the man.  
They could only see his physical needs.  Jesus was not ignoring the man’s physical condition but 
He was continuing to teach those who came to hear.  Everyone there was not physically ailing; 
however, all had spiritual ills that needed healing.  All were in need of forgiveness and it was 
likely all needed to forgive someone else.  
 There was no mention of why the man was paralyzed.  The general idea that many people 
held during that time was that sickness was probably associated with sins or inappropriate or 
even neglectful behavior.  We still have such ideas today and make associations of such diseases 
as liver cirrhosis with alcohol abuse, lung cancer with smoking, heart disease and diabetes with 
poor choices of foods, and any number of other associations.  This kind of thinking was certain 
in the minds of Job’s friends and even Jesus’ disciples asked a question regarding a man who 
was blind from birth if that condition was related to sin.   
 It is likely that the paralyzed man had wondered if his situation was a consequence of 
something he had done in his life.  There may have been some of the people from Capernaum 
who were familiar with the man who wondered if his condition was divine retribution for sins in 
this life. Since Jesus could know what people were thinking, he chose to address this issue first 
and to remove such speculations from consideration before addressing the physical problem.   
 In a general sense, the root cause of all problems we have in life is sin that has resulted in 
our living in a fallen and broken world.  We can say that without having to associate a particular 
sin with a specific problem.  Jesus realized that “relief” may come from treating the symptoms, 
however, true “healing” comes from correcting the root of the problem.   
 
Authority Questioned – 1:6-7 
6 But some of the scribes were sitting there and reasoning in their hearts, 7 “Why does this man speak that way? He 
is blaspheming; who can forgive sins but God alone?”  Mark 2:6–7 (NASB95) 
 There were people from all walks of life in the crowds that followed Jesus.  As we would 
expect, some people just needed help and they were hoping for healing or deliverance.  It is 
likely that the majority of people was just curious and wanted to be where something was 
happening.  A third group was there to gather evidence and were looking at what was happening 
with a critical eye to make sure that nothing was occurring that would threaten the religious 
establishment that was in a coalition with the Roman occupation forces in that area of the world.  



 Luke describes this third group as “the Pharisees and doctors of the law.”  These people 
were the religious leaders of their day and they would view change as a threat to their positions. 
They were not focusing on the fact that people were being helped, but were concerned about 
whether or not what Jesus taught was in accordance with their interpretation of the law and 
traditions.  It almost seems that they wanted to ignore the evident differences that caused Jesus to 
be distinctive from other great teachers:  people were healed at His touch and at his command. 
This significant distinction was not ignored by the people who had great needs.  
 The religious authorities were both appalled and delighted at the same time.  They were 
appalled that anyone would presume that he could forgive sins and delighted in that they thought 
that Jesus had been caught in blasphemy.  They began to think and perhaps discussed among 
themselves that Jesus was guilty of blasphemy because they knew that only God could forgive 
sins.  
 
Power Proclaimed – 2:8-11 
8 Immediately Jesus, aware in His spirit that they were reasoning that way within themselves, said to them, “Why 
are you reasoning about these things in your hearts? 9 “Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are 
forgiven’; or to say, ‘Get up, and pick up your pallet and walk’? 10 “But so that you may know that the Son of Man 
has authority on earth to forgive sins”—He said to the paralytic, 11 “I say to you, get up, pick up your pallet and go 
home.”  Mark 2:8–11 (NASB95) 
  Jesus knew what they were thinking and discussing, but notice that He did NOT argue 
that someone else besides God could forgive sins and He did NOT deny that He had the power to 
do so, but in fact, demonstrated that it was true.  Were these “Pharisees and doctors of the law” 
correct in their thinking that only God can forgive sins?  Most commentaries observe that 
“forgiveness is a divine prerogative.”  By this they mean that only God can forgive sins.  One 
commentary stated “They, quite correctly, observed to themselves that only God can forgive sins 
and so Jesus was committing blasphemy by assuming this right for himself.”  The conclusion 
from their observation was lacking a critical bit of information regarding Who Jesus is.   
 Jesus was, at this point, telling the people that He is God.  Most of the time Jesus referred 
to Himself as the Son of Man and did not go around telling people, “Hey, I’m God” in so many 
words.  It was in situations like this that He made statements that could only be interpreted that 
He was claiming to be God.  
 Before moving on with what else was happening in Capernaum, let’s further examine the 
statement that only God can forgive sins.  First, let’s consider the words of Jesus in the remarks 
He made following the Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 6:14-15 regarding the need for each of us to 
forgive trespasses against us.  Also, consider the question Peter raised (Matthew 18:21)  
regarding how many times we should forgive someone who sins against us.  A little earlier in 
that same chapter in Matthew (verse 18) Jesus had said that “whatever you bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven.”  Consider all these inputs and then look closely at the question Jesus raised to 
those in the house who were thinking that he was committing blasphemy.  Jesus’ question was 
“Why are you thinking these things?”  Was Jesus asking them the question “Why do you think 
that only God can forgive sins?”  
 Forgiveness needs to come from those who are offended by wrong actions.  While we can 
certainly argue that all sin is against God (compare David’s prayer in Psalm 51 – “against You 
and You only have I sinned”) we do not get a pass regarding our responsibility of conducting 
ourselves in the same way we know that God operates and we must forgive others who offend, 
harm or sin against us.    
 How did the people there know that the man’s sins had been forgiven?  You can’t just 



look at someone and know.  Therefore, the religious leaders could argue that it had not happened 
and just because Jesus said it did not mean that it was so.  
 Jesus then asked them a very interesting question: “Which is easier to say, ‘Thy sins be 
forgiven thee;’ or to say, ‘Rise up and walk’?”  Both are difficult; however, through medical 
science some people have been helped with physical problems so that they could walk.  On the 
other hand, apart from the love of God (or the God kind of love) no one on the human level has 
yet to come up with a solution to the problem of forgiveness of sin.  Jesus was saying that He 
had not turned away from the harder task of forgiveness of sins and was not going to concentrate 
just on people’s physical problems.  Actually, that choice would have been an easier way out for 
Him.  He would not have had the great opposition that eventually put Him on the Cross if He had 
addressed only the physical ills of the people and not come to grips with the root problem of 
humanity – man’s basic sinful nature.  
 In order to demonstrate that fact to the skeptics that the man’s sins had been forgiven, he 
commanded him to get up and pick up his bed and return to his home.  The miracles and signs 
and wonders that Jesus did served at least two purposes:  the first was the compassion that Jesus 
had to relieve the suffering of the people and the second was to confirm the word that He spoke 
which validated His ministry to those that were witnesses to it.  
 
Authority Demonstrated – 1:12 
12 And he got up and immediately picked up the pallet and went out in the sight of everyone, so that they were all 
amazed and were glorifying God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this.”  Mark 2:12 (NASB95) 
 Notice that the paralyzed man was obedient to the words of Jesus.  We saw confirmation 
of the faith of the four men who brought him to Jesus and now we see validation of the faith of 
the sick man.  Had he not had faith, then he would not have even tried to get up and would have 
remained in his paralyzed condition.  So many people today have heard the Good News that God 
has provided a means for individuals to be reconciled to Him through the forgiveness of their 
sins and yet they do not respond to God’s invitation to start a new life in Jesus Christ.  We, who 
have experienced the healing of forgiveness, need to be like the four men who brought their 
friend to Jesus and bring others to Him so that they too may be made whole.   
 


