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A PRICE TO PAY

It seems as if the price of everything keeps going up.  We call that inflation.  Even things that
don't seem to be worth much still cost a lot.  Most of us have limited resources and we have to pick
and choose among those things that we will buy.  We find ourselves making decisions and setting
priorities because there is a "price to pay" for whatever it is that we wish to have.  

Before we can make a right decision about obtaining one thing or another, we really need to
know the value of the various things among which we can choose and then compare the value to the
price that we have to pay.  If we are talking about spending a hundred dollars, then we might take
a chance and buy something without thoroughly checking it out or doing a lot of comparative
shopping because the risk is somewhat limited.  On the other hand, if we are considering buying
something that will take all our resources and then some, we would (or should) be very careful and
really check it out and know all the facts.  

Of course this type of evaluation applies not only to that for which we pay money, it also
applies to other areas of life where more than money is involved.  A rather up-to-date example about
life-styles can illustrate this point.  There is a lot of concern about AIDS and there certainly needs to
be.  Some people would choose a life-style that would put them at risk to becoming HIV positive (or
to contracting the virus that causes AIDS).  Without any consideration of the moral implications of
life-styles, it is possible to assess the value of doing such things versus the price that one might pay
for participating in such activities.  If one were to carry out a decision and risk analysis of this
situation, the fact that the price one has to pay (a life) is too high to justify the presumed value of the
activity.  In other word, "it just ain't worth the risk."  

What would happen if we were to come upon a situation where the value of an alternative is
judged to be infinitely high and at the same time the cost were judged to be infinitely high.  In more
practical terms, if there is something that you must have but it cost everything that you own, then
what would you do?  That's a tough question.  But it is a question that captures the essence of
salvation.  

MARK 8:27-28  It is possible to be participating in an event and not really know what is
happening.  The disciples had been with Jesus for some time and they had seen the miracles and heard
the teachings.  They had seen the crowds and the confrontations.  But, did they really know what was
going on?  Jesus' question was testing their understanding of the "Christ event" of which they were
a part.  This event had more than just historical significance, it had cosmic significance.  It was part
of eternity and not just temporal.

Are we aware of what the present day world is saying about Jesus?  Do we get the message
that is being sent by our government that says we cannot have prayer not teach Biblical truth in
publicly sponsored programs such as schools?  Do we hear the media people and realize what they
are saying about who Jesus is when they ridicule the church that Jesus is building?  Jesus asked His
disciples, "Do you know what the world is saying?"  The world did not know who Jesus was.  They
were saying John the Baptist, Elijah, a prophet -- but they were wrong.  The world is usually wrong
and if we base our values on what the world says, then we will not recognize the true worth of God's
way.

MARK 8:29-30  The real question that matter most is who is Jesus to us?  The answer that
Peter gave to the question of "But whom do you say that I am?" did not include any of the multiple
choice possibilities of the world.  No one else was saying that Jesus was the Messiah.  No one else



was claiming that He was the Son of God.  In determining true value in life, many times you must go
with an opinion that is contrary to all those around us.  

We started out talking about value and price.  What is happening in this conversation with
Jesus is establishing the value of following Jesus.  If He is Who He claims to be, then He is the
alternative in life that is of infinite value.  

MARK 8:31-33  Jesus began to share with His disciples about what was to come regarding
His sacrifice.  This new information was not pleasing to hear.  Suffering, being rejected, dying are all
negative things and we don't want to face the negatives in life.  We don't want to have to consider
paying the price for the things of value.  The price of eternal life for every person that will accept it
is more costly than we can pay and what Jesus is describing is the way He will pay the price for us.
It is not something that can be obtained at bargain basement prices.  

Peter thought that he might find a better way and he was ready to protect Jesus from the
suffering, rejection and death He had described.  Jesus had already been presented with alternatives
when He was tempted by the devil in the wilderness.  The way of the world is just that, it is a product
of the same system that caused the original problem.  There is a truth that states that we cannot solve
our present day problems with the same way of thinking that created the problems.  In the same way,
the way of the world can never save us from the problems that the way of the world created.  The
true answer to the question of "Who is Jesus?" was given to Peter by God and it was different from
what those in the world had decided.  In the the same way we need to know God's solution to
problems and not depend on the opinion of the world.

MARK 8:34-38  Jesus had just described the price that He was going to pay to secure
redemption for humanity.  He now told His followers the price that they must pay to experience that
redemption.  Yes, there is a price to pay.  Yes, it is still by grace that we are saved through faith.
Yes, it is the gift of God and not of work.  But there is a price to pay.  If someone told you that you
had been awarded a million dollars that you had done nothing to earn, but that to receive it you had
to travel to California to get the money that you must live in Tahiti to spend it, you might say that
there was a price to pay to get the million dollars that was given to you.  Even though you had to pay
a price to receive it you did nothing to earn it.  So it is with salvation.  We can do nothing to earn it,
however, there is a price to pay to receive and enjoy it.  That price is expressed by Jesus in terms of
taking up our cross and following Him.  That price involved putting the old nature to death and
taking on the new nature that is Christ Himself.  It involves reevaluation of what is valuable in life and
what is worth having.  It is giving up everything that you have in order to have the most valuable
asset in the universe.  It is really the best deal you will ever make, we exchange our poverty for His
riches, our wretchedness for His righteousness, our guilt for His forgiveness, our death for His life,
our hell for His heaven, and our misery for His majesty.  How can we say "No" to such a great
salvation!


