
COMMANDS 
Mark 9:14-27 

 
 There are two accounts given in the ninth chapter of Mark beginning with verse two and 
continuing through verse 27 that cause us to realize that most of us have a lot of difficulty when 
it comes to understanding and comprehending the physical-spiritual intersections of life.  The 
account of the events on the Mount of Transfiguration in which Peter, James, and John witnessed 
a meeting of Moses, Elijah, and Jesus is difficult for most of us to comprehend. We can know the 
reality of the spiritual realm but not understand it.   
 We tend to think in terms of a location of “heaven” (for example) as being UP there 
somewhere.  It may be that the spiritual realm is all around us and is everywhere and can coexist 
in the same space as the physical world yet, certainly is invisible to the physical eye.  I’m sure 
you recall the account of Elisha the prophet being surrounded by the army of the king of Aram 
who wanted to kill him.  His servant was very frightened and Elisha asked God to open the eyes 
of his servant and the servant looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all 
around Elisha. (2 Kings 6) The spiritual army was “there” but could not be seen naturally.   
 After the phenomenal events on the mountain top in which there was an intersection of 
the physical realm and the realm of righteous spirits, there immediately followed an incident in 
which there was an intersection of the physical realm and the realm of evil spirits.  We are not at 
all comfortable in discussing such events unless we view them from a historical perspective and 
do not consider how such phenomena can impact the life of a real flesh and blood person.  Our 
tendency is to think that the appearance of Moses and Elijah happened only because the Son of 
God was there and such things are not likely to ever happen again.  When it comes to the lad that 
is the subject of events recorded in verses 14 through 27, many will tend to think that the child 
had epilepsy and the people of that day did not understand about malfunctions of the brain and so 
they attributed such actions as being a result of demon possession or oppression.  Once we have 
“rationalized” the events, we do not have to answer the question, “How do such happenings 
impact my life or the life of another person?” 
 It seems that Hollywood has much more to say about physical-spiritual intersections than 
the church does.  However, a substantial part of the ministry of Jesus dealt with evil spirits that 
were oppressing or possessing people.  It would be interesting to know what percentage of 
church members actually believe the literal scriptural accounts of the Mount of Transfiguration 
and what percentage believe the account of the boy with the evil spirit. My guess is that more 
believe the first (literally) than the second.   
 
Powerless – 9:14-18 
14 When they came back to the disciples, they saw a large crowd around them, and some scribes arguing with them. 
15 Immediately, when the entire crowd saw Him, they were amazed and began running up to greet Him. 16 And He 
asked them, “What are you discussing with them?” 17 And one of the crowd answered Him, “Teacher, I brought You 
my son, possessed with a spirit which makes him mute; 18 and whenever it seizes him, it slams him to the ground 
and he foams at the mouth, and grinds his teeth and stiffens out. I told Your disciples to cast it out, and they could 
not do it.”  Mark 9:14–18 (NASB95) 
 This incident is also recorded by Matthew and Luke.  We can use those accounts as 
commentaries on what Mark recorded. For example, verse 37 from Luke 9 tells us that many 
people were in the area as the pending events unfolded.  Matthew and Mark are in agreement and 
Mark related something about the make-up of the crowd.  There were many ordinary people, the 
disciples and some teachers of the law.   This is in stark contrast to the somewhat exclusive 



audience (of only three disciples) who witnessed the transfiguration a day earlier.   
  When we come down from the mountaintop experiences, the practical problems of the 
world await us.  The fact that we live in a fallen world, that had come under the control of the 
devil, gives ample opportunity to demonstrate the power of the Kingdom of God.  There are 
many areas that we need to reclaim for Christ.  As the disciples discovered, these do not all 
readily yield themselves to solutions.   
 We must avoid oversimplifying the work of the Kingdom by reducing everything to a 
formula or method.  Earlier, the disciples had been out on mission and they returned rejoicing in 
that they had ability to cast out demons.  However, in this case, it didn’t work!  The basis of all 
our relationships and what God will do through us is “faith.”  When we operate out of a method 
and not out of faith, then we see failure.  Some versions add a comment that the particular type 
of demon could not be cast out except through prayer and fasting.  One might then conclude that 
a disciplined life of pray and fasting should lead to our having additional faith.  However, we 
must be careful to NOT think we have discovered a method to “obtain additional faith.” 
 Mark reported that the teachers of the law were engaged in an argument with the 
disciples of Jesus.  We are not told what they were arguing about but the argument was related to 
the boy who was in need of deliverance.  When Jesus asked, “What were you arguing about?” 
the answer was not given by any of the disciples or the teachers of the Law but by a person in the 
crowd as recorded in verses 17 and 18 of Mark 9.    
 Luke’s account reveals that the boy was an only child, the problem showed up suddenly 
and often, when it happened the boy screamed and he foamed at the mouth.  When we consider 
Matthew’s and Mark’s accounts of this event we gain additional information such as the father 
knelt before Jesus as he begged for mercy for his son, the affliction caused the boy great 
suffering, he could not talk because of his condition, his life was endangered because of being 
thrown into the fire and into water, and that during the convulsions he became rigid.  Putting all 
of this together we see a very desperate situation.  You can sense the helplessness that the boy’s 
father felt.  His only hope was what Jesus might do for his son.   
 Recently, there was a television special on the life of Jesus and several theologians (of 
various persuasions) would comment on the events surrounding the birth of Jesus.  There was a 
professor who could be classified as liberal who maintained that the Biblical account of the birth 
of Jesus did not really happen the way it was recorded.  He claimed that it was just a story that 
was a parable.  When you think about it, he is half right.  My belief is that every event happened 
and that every event is, indeed, a parable that teaches us something.  If the event associated with 
the lad in this story is a “living parable,” then we should be asking, “What does it teach us?”   
 The condition of the boy is a picture of the world that is lost and without Christ.  
Humanity is the only part of creation that was made in God’s image (my only child).  After the 
fall in the Garden of Eden, mankind was under the control of “the prince of this world” or the 
devil and people would do rash things when they were “seized” by the evil influences in their 
lives.  Real communication falls by the way side as greed and selfish interests scream out to have 
its own way at the expense of everything else.  The convulsions of humanity find expression in 
senseless wars and rampages by individuals and these things seem to be happening more often 
than less and the demons within destroy not only the victims but the perpetrators also.    
 All three accounts of the story agree that the disciples were not able to bring about the 
deliverance needed to help the child. We could conclude that certain problems of humanity will 
not lend themselves to what mankind can do even if they follow Godly prescriptions.   
 The comment by Mark that the crowd was amazed when they saw Jesus has raised 



questions regarding the cause of amazement.  Some think that it was simply that they were not 
expecting Him to show up there.  Others think that perhaps He had a “glow” or radiance as a 
result of the encounter on the mountain top the night before.   
 
Hopeless – 9:19-21 
19 And He answered them and said, “O unbelieving generation, how long shall I be with you? How long shall I put 
up with you? Bring him to Me!” 20 They brought the boy to Him. When he saw Him, immediately the spirit threw 
him into a convulsion, and falling to the ground, he began rolling around and foaming at the mouth. 21 And He asked 
his father, “How long has this been happening to him?” And he said, “From childhood.  Mark 9:19–21 (NASB95) 
 Bible scholars are divided as to whether the question Jesus asked in verse nineteen was 
directed to the nine disciples who were not able to cast out the evil spirit from the boy or to the 
crowd in general or more specifically to the scribes who had been critical of the failed efforts of 
the disciples.  The “unbelieving generation” characterization was well suited to the entire Jewish 
culture.  These same words were spoken about the children of Israel thousands of years before in 
Deuteronomy 32:5 which reads “His people have acted corruptly toward him; this is their defect 
– they are not his children but a devious and crooked generation.” 
 Those who believe that the question was a rebuke of the disciples point to the fact that 
just a short time before this they had been out ministering to people which included casting out 
evil spirits.  Had they forgotten or had they not been as devoted and believing as before?  John 
Gill makes an argument that is just the opposite.  He wrote “O faithless and perverse generation” 
was never used of the disciples and did not apply to them.  They often appeared to be men of 
little faith, but not faithless; nor were they rebellious and stubborn (perverse).  This 
characterization better suited the Jewish nation. 
 How long shall I be with you? How long shall I suffer you?  Jesus had been with these 
people for three years and had done many wonderful and miraculous works among them and 
they still were unbelieving.  He was warning them that such a time in which they were privileged 
to live was coming to an end.  However, Jesus was willing to “do it again” and he said to the 
father of the boy “bring your son here.” 
 
Faithless – 9:22-24 
22 “It has often thrown him both into the fire and into the water to destroy him. But if You can do anything, take pity 
on us and help us!” 23 And Jesus said to him, “ ‘If You can?’ All things are possible to him who believes.” 24 
Immediately the boy’s father cried out and said, “I do believe; help my unbelief.”  Mark 9:22–24 (NASB95) 
 Our powerlessness as people to save ourselves is pictured in the description of what the 
young boy had been experiencing in his life.  We are reminded of the words of Jesus in John 10 
when He said that the “thief” comes to steal, kill and destroy, but that He came that we might 
have life.  There is no mention of any reason why the demon had been able to take up residence 
in the boy and we can assume that once it happens, the only thing that matters is how to find 
deliverance.   
 The father of the boy obviously had faith in that he brought him to the disciples.  When 
they were not able to help the boy that may have shaken his confidence that his son would be 
healed.  When Jesus arrived on the scene, that likely bolstered his faith.  He had already heard 
about the compassion that Jesus had shown to those who needed help.  The faith that the father 
of the boy had was erratic or variable and it tended to be strong or weak and depended on the 
circumstances or conditions.  All of us have experienced such wavering in our confidence and 
expectations of what will happen.   
 The plea of the father for help was perhaps an open-ended request for any help that Jesus 
could provide.  The way the request was stated seems to have some tinges of doubt in it because 



of the use of the conditional word “IF.”  Jesus picked up on that hesitancy and spoke the man’s 
own words back to him.  He said, “If you can” and then paused to put the statement into proper 
perspective.  There should never be any question in our minds regarding the ability of God or 
what God CAN do.  We know that all things are possible for the all-powerful God.   
 Earlier in His ministry when a leper came to Him for healing, the leper said, “If You are 
willing, You can heal me.”  (Luke 5:15)   In that situation, the leper questioned the compassion 
of Jesus but not His ability.  In the case of the father of the demon-possessed boy, the man 
questioned the ability of Jesus but not His compassion.  God is all compassionate and all 
powerful.  The only IF to be resolved is “if we believe.”   
 “All things are possible to him who believes” must be positioned along side of the 
companion statement “With God all things are possible.”  Faith or belief, in and of itself, has no 
power.  The power (if there is any) lies in the object of our faith.  The power of faith is entirely 
dependent upon accessing the power of God which is accessed by faith in God.   
 
Faithful – 9:25-27 
25 When Jesus saw that a crowd was rapidly gathering, He rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You deaf and 
mute spirit, I command you, come out of him and do not enter him again.” 26 After crying out and throwing him into 
terrible convulsions, it came out; and the boy became so much like a corpse that most of them said, “He is dead!” 27 
But Jesus took him by the hand and raised him; and he got up.  Mark 9:25–27 (NASB95) 
 The forces of evil do not easily give up in their mischief though they know they cannot 
win in the end.  We can learn from other accounts that demons recognized Jesus for Who He was 
and the demon in this boy was intent on doing as much damage as he could before being cast out.  
The result was that the boy was cast to the ground (a low point) in a convulsion (upheaval).  If 
this story is a parabolic teaching, then we see that the events surrounding the Passion of Christ 
brought an upheaval (convulsion) that took the Jewish people to a low point (cast to the ground) 
in their behavior in that they rejected and crucified the Son of God.  Notice that the crowd came 
to the same conclusion (He is dead) about Jesus (after the crucifixion) as they did regarding the 
boy who was delivered by the command of Christ.   
 This last ditch effort of the demon did not prevent deliverance and healing of the boy and 
the last ditch effort of Satan to stop God’s plan of salvation in having Jesus crucified did not 
work either.   


