
LOVE SAYS IT ALL

The poet said, "In Spring a young man's fancy turns to love."  Love is a subject that has been
the theme of many novels, plays and songs.  One of the songs asks the question, "What is This Thing
Called Love?"  That is a good question!  Most of the songs and the poems and the novels are about
romantic love.  It is a highly emotional mixture of infatuation and desire to be with another person;
that is, boy meets girl, they fall in love.  It can happen rather suddenly as in "love at first sight."
However, there is a different aspect of love that expresses itself in action rather than mere feelings.
The action of a mother that stays up all night with a sick child, the father that risks his life to save his
family from a burning house, the person who gives away his favorite coat to someone who has no
coat:  these are expressions of love that is unselfish and unconditional.  

Jesus said, "God so loved the world that He gave . ."  What He gave us was Himself.  So we
can see that the God-kind of love is self- sacrificing which goes beyond just being unselfish.  (An
example of the difference can be illustrated:  I can express my unselfish nature by sharing my meal
with you.  If I give you the meal and I do without, then that is self-sacrificing.)  Paul tells us that the
"love of God" is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which is given to us.  Therefore, we,
who are born again of the Spirit of God, have been graced with the ability to love in the same way
God loved us.  As John expressed it, "Herein is love manifested, not that we loved God but that He
loved us and gave Himself for us."  

Jesus emphasized love as being the theme of the Kingdom of God.  He related love to
relationship with God and to people.  

MARK 12:28  The religious leaders of that day were constantly challenging Jesus with
questions about the meaning of the Scriptures.  One day as the discussions were going on, a scribe
was listening and he could tell that Jesus knew what the Scriptures said.  He then posed a question
which, for him, would give definition to what Jesus really believed.  He wanted to know what Jesus
thought was the most important religious concept.  We should ask ourselves what is the most
important concept for us.  In other words, what do we use as the guiding principle in our lives?

MARK 12:29-31  The greatest commandment is to know and be properly related to God.
Everything else in life will flow out of that relationship.  The pagan world of that day was and even
today is  polytheistic.  They had many gods to whom they related and none of them knew the One
True God that had chosen to reveal Himself to Abraham.  Because their knowledge of God was
flawed, then their outlook on life was flawed and their behavior became flawed.  The Jews had access
to knowledge of God but many times they ignored what they knew and became flawed in their
outlook and action.  One of the problems in our present society is that people are becoming less and
less knowledgeable of God and His true nature.  

Jesus recognized that just knowing God is not enough.  Our response to what we know of
God determines who we and what we will become.  The response that is appropriate is to love God
with our total being:  with all our heart, all our soul, all our mind, and all our strength.  If the kind
of love required is the self-sacrificial type, then loving God would involve putting His will ahead of
our own will.  It would involve, agreeing with Him rather than simply deciding for our selves what
is right or wrong.  It would involve using our resources to do what is pleasing to Him.

Jesus did not stop with just answering the question the scribe asked but followed up by
extending the most important commandment of our relationship to God to how it should impact our
relationship with others.  If we truly love God with all our being, then we will grow to become more
as He is.  As this happens, the self-sacrificial type of love extends to people in the same way that God



extended His love to people.  We start to love people in an unselfish and unconditional manner.  
MARK 12:32-34  The scribe knew the Scriptures and he recognized that the answer that

Jesus gave was exactly on target.  Many people of that day would have answered his question with
one of the do's or do not's that were so commonly tossed about.  This might be like the emphasis of
several years ago in some   churches in that they defined themselves with what they did not do:  They
didn't dance, go to the movies, wear lipstick, smoke or drink.  If that is the behavior they want, then
that is fine; however, the most important thing is to recognize God for Who He is, to love Him with
our total being and to love our neighbor as ourself.  In Jesus' day religious activities centered around
bringing the proper sacrifice to the temple and doing it the right way.  The scribe recognized that the
answer that Jesus gave transcended all of the sacrificial system in its importance.  I would image that
Jesus was elated to hear the agreement of the scribe and to see that he had such insight.  As Jesus
pointed out, He was not far from the Kingdom of God, for this thought was Kingdom thinking.

Apparently, the religious leader ran out of questions or they realized that all their cleverness
to trick Jesus was not working.  How could it?  You cannot outsmart God.  Now that their questions
had ended, Jesus decided to ask them a question.

MARK 12:35-37  The question that Jesus asked was not to trap them, but was to lead them
to discover a truth regarding the Messiah.  The passage that Jesus quoted was from Psalm 110:1.
How could the Messiah be a descendant of David and also be David's Lord?  David called Him Lord.
The answer, of course, lies in the fact that Jesus is man and God.  Jesus did not say that the scribes
were wrong.  Indeed they were correct.  He is a descendant of the house and lineage of David from
His humanity and yet was conceived of the Holy Spirit and not of the seed of Adam.  Because He is
the uniquely begotten Son of God, in fact, is God incarnate, He is truly Lord of all.

Notice also that Jesus endorsed the idea that the Scriptures are inspired by the Holy Spirit.
The common Jewish people believe that.  The average American does not believe that truth.  Because
there is a lack of belief as to the inspiration of the Scriptures there is largely a neglect of being
obedient to the word of God or to recognizing that Jesus is really Lord of all and being Lord, He is
to be obeyed as an expression of our love.  


