
WHEN LIFE IS UNFAIR 
Mark 15:15-20, 29-32, 37-39; 16:5-7 

 
 You don’t have to look very far to find evidence of unfairness in life.  Irresponsible 
action by others can kill or maim another person who just happened to be at the wrong place and 
wrong time.  Earthquakes, tornados, hurricanes, and many other natural occurrences can destroy 
your home or business.  The stock market may go down and everything one has saved for 
retirement could be lost.  We hear a lot about identity theft and all these things that happen 
usually evoke a comment of “that’s just not fair.”    
 So many things in life are NOT fair. If things were fair, then we would have no need for 
laws or law enforcement. If things were really fair, then there would be no crime. If things were 
fair, then we would live in a perfect world. In reality, we live in a "fallen" world – a world that is 
under the influence of greed and self interest. The best (or worst) demonstration of such 
unfairness is captured in the arrest, trial, and sentencing of Jesus. Nevertheless, God used this 
event and those events that followed as the primary instrument to bring about the beginning of 
the end of unfairness and to usher in a new era where love and grace can replace hate and greed. 
We ourselves must follow that example and turn every incident of unfairness into an occasion to 
destroy unfairness. This response to what we face in life is one of the challenges of the way of 
the cross.   
 Unfairness can find a variety of ways of expressing itself in life.  It may take the form of 
physical abuse, it could be emotional abuse such as ridicule or mocking, and sometimes it can 
result in untimely death.  Unfairness can crush people and make them bitter or it can strengthen 
them and make them better.  The difference of the outcome in many cases is whether or not there 
is any hope for vindication.  The word of God gives us hope that if we are faithful, we will be 
vindicated.   
 The Jewish leaders feared that the teachings of Jesus would destroy their system of "law 
and order." They had a law for everything and thought that a system operating strictly on the 
basis of love would cause the demise of civilization as they knew it.  They were willing to do 
anything to protect their system. In fact, they even went so far as to break their own laws trying 
to preserve a system that depended on keeping the law for its workability. They, in effect, proved 
that the law has no power to cause you to obey it. (This may be the basis of the argument that 
you cannot legislate morality.)   Admittedly, it (the law) can impose penalty and point out the 
breaching of the law; however, other motivation must exist for keeping the law. Unselfish love is 
the ONLY reason that will consistently work to provide motivation for keeping the law.  
 The Jewish leaders had a trial before the Sanhedren using false witnesses regarding what 
Jesus was teaching. This plan failed because the "liars" could not keep their story straight.  The 
Council finally came to the point of declaring Jesus guilty of claiming to be the Son of God.  
They sentenced Him to death not because of what He had done but because of Who He is! 
  
UNFAIR ABUSE (15:15-20) 
15 Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. He had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be 
crucified. 16 The soldiers led Jesus away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium) and called together the whole 
company of soldiers. 17 They put a purple robe on him, then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on him. 18 

And they began to call out to him, “Hail, king of the Jews!” 19 Again and again they struck him on the head with a 
staff and spit on him. Falling on their knees, they paid homage to him. 20 And when they had mocked him, they took 
off the purple robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him.  Mark 15:15-20 (TNIV) 
 We see just a glimpse of how those with an agenda can pervert justice by manipulation of 
those in authority; those very people who should be concerned with treating people fairly.  We 



see this in the picture of Pilate releasing Barabbas to appease the crowd.  What was behind this 
unfairness?  Barabbas was an insurrectionist who wanted to overthrow Roman control and had 
murdered someone in the process.  He was in jail and would have been crucified by the Romans 
for his crimes.  The hidden agenda of the Jewish high priest was to get rid of Jesus whom they 
saw as a threat to their position of power and influence.   
 We are familiar with the account of how Jesus was arrested and put on trial by the 
Sanhedrin and how they got the Roman government involved by telling Pilate that Jesus was the 
king of the Jews.  Pilate was not interested in the “religious” controversies but he had to address 
any perceived threat to Roman rule.  He satisfied himself that Jesus was not a threat and 
attempted to get out of being used by the high priest.  Unfortunately, some in the crowd had an 
agenda to get Barabbas released in connection with the government’s practice of letting a person 
out of jail during the festival times.  This tradition gave Pilate a possible way to get out of the 
difficult situation that the high priest had created for him. He offered the crowd a choice of 
releasing the insurrectionist (who was obviously guilty) or the person accused of being the king 
of the Jews.  Pilate likely was thinking that no one in their right mind would choose the criminal 
instead of the person who was obviously innocent.  However, again, those with an agenda had 
caused the crowd to distort reason and make the wrong choice.  Pilate had been outmaneuvered 
by the Jewish leaders.  To avoid a riot, which was higher on his agenda than truth and justice, he 
released Barabbas and caved in to the demands of the crowd to crucify Jesus.   
 If we wanted to find a “truth” from what we have seen thus far we could easily make an 
argument that people who have an agenda that is placed above truth and justice will treat others 
unfairly.  Beware of those with an agenda if that agenda is anything different from the ushering 
in the Kingdom of God which is manifested in righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.  
Many in the crowd had an agenda of rebellion against Rome, the Jewish leaders had an agenda of 
preserving the status quo and their positions of importance, and Pilate’s agenda was to avoid 
problems that would affect his career as a politician.  From a personal, spiritual growth 
viewpoint, we need to examine ourselves to see if we have an agenda that would cause us to treat 
others unfairly.     
 Unfairness can result from things other than someone having an agenda.  We see from the 
behavior of the Roman soldiers that basic fallen human nature can and will produce evil 
behavior.  There was no personal benefit or selfish greed that motivated what they did to Jesus.  
It was pure depravity that was unrestrained because they (at that moment) had the power to do 
anything they wanted to do.  This is an example of the “strong” oppressing the “weak” simply 
because they could.  This is the same kind of attitude that produces a “drive-by” shooting.  There 
may have been some element of prejudice that the Romans had against the Jews and what they 
did to Jesus they may have wanted to do to any and all Jews.   
 I find it ironic that the accusations, taunts and mockery that were directed toward Jesus 
were based on truth.  The Jews told the Romans that Jesus was king of the Jews.  He was.  The 
soldiers put a purple robe on Jesus as if He was someone royal.  He was.  They made a crown for 
His head as if He was some great king.  He was.  They bowed before Him as if He was worthy to 
be worshiped.  He was.  Sometimes your worst critics will inadvertently testify to the truth even 
though it was not their intent.   
 
MOCKING AND RIDICULE (15:29-32) 
29 Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, “So! You who are going to destroy the 
temple and build it in three days, 30 come down from the cross and save yourself!” 31 In the same way the chief 
priests and the teachers of the law mocked him among themselves. “He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save 



himself! 32 Let this Messiah, this king of Israel, come down now from the cross, that we may see and believe.” Those 
crucified with him also heaped insults on him.  Mark 15:29-32 (TNIV) 
 You’ve heard the expression of kicking someone when they are down.  Jesus was already 
on the cross and was dying and people were mocking and taunting Him.  It would appear that 
many of the Jews other than the religious leaders held Jesus in contempt but had not expressed it 
publicly until He was on the cross.  How many times have you noticed that some people delight 
in seeing the downfall of someone who had been successful and popular?  Jesus taught with 
authority and that probably bothered a lot people who were more comfortable with teachers who 
were somewhat tentative in what they taught.  He touched people and they were healed and some 
were probably asking, “Who does he think he is?”  In fact, those in His hometown of Nazareth 
asked that very question.  So we see another motive for unfairness and that is jealousy and 
resentment.   
 It is interesting that those who were mocking were not very careful in getting an accurate 
basis for their taunts.  They accused Jesus of saying that He would destroy the temple and build 
it in three days.  What He actually said was, “Destroy this temple and I will raise it in three 
days.”  This was in response to a challenge from the authorities regarding his cleansing the 
temple of the money changers to show them a miraculous sign that He had the authority to do 
what He did.  It turned out that His words were prophetic.  They did destroy His body and He did 
rise in three days. They asked for a sign and He provided what they asked for.   
 Their challenge for Him to come down from the cross and to save Himself was 
incompatible with the mission and objective of His life’s work.  If Jesus was to save us, as 
suffering Messiah, then He could not save himself from the cross. When he did give them a far 
greater sign, the sign of the resurrection, they still would not believe.  
 The religious leaders were joining in with the common people in mocking and taunting.  
We mentioned earlier that they had an agenda that led to unfair abuse, and having Jesus on the 
cross should have been sufficient to satisfy their agenda objectives.  However, they came to the 
site of crucifixion to hurl insults on top of injury which is evidence that what they were doing 
was personal in that they also were jealous and resentful of Jesus.   
 It is somewhat sad that even one of those who was being crucified at the same time was 
insulting Jesus and piling on verbal abuse.  An evil disposition is not reformed even when faced 
with certain death.  Those who are capable of repenting will turn away from sin when confronted 
with the destruction that sin brings.  On the other hand, some go so far and reject the call for 
repentance so many times that they are given over to a reprobate mind that is incapable of 
repenting and turning to God for salvation.   
 
UNTIMELY DEATH (15:37-39) 
37 With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. 38 The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 39 And 
when the centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, saw how he died, he said, “Surely this man was the Son of 
God!”  Mark 15:37-39 (TNIV) 
 According to John’s account, this loud cry was “It is finished.”  This was the end or 
completion of the perfect sacrifice of the spotless Lamb of God to which all the Passover 
celebrations, the burnt offerings, the day of atonement sacrifices had all been pointing.  This was 
the end of sacrifice and offerings that Daniel had recorded in chapter 9.  This was the end of 
separation of man from God that was a result of the fall in the Garden of Eden and was 
confirmed by the rending of the curtain that separated the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies in 
the temple.  By His death, Jesus tore down the wall of separation between man and God and 
bridged the chasm that separated sinful man from Holy God by making a way to restore man to 
fellowship with God.   



 I’m not sure what the centurion saw that caused him to come to the conclusion that the 
man Who had just died was the Son of God.  However, many strange things happened that day 
such as the sun “not shining” and the occurrence of an earthquake, plus the words that Mark did 
not record when Jesus said “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.”   All these 
may have had a profound effect on this Roman.   
 It just may be that Jesus’ kingship was plain for all to see and that is what convinced the 
centurion.  The placard nailed to the cross as Pilate’s last taunt to the priests that labeled Him 
king of the Jews; the crowds mockingly called him the Messiah, the king of Israel; the jeers of 
the priests and people at the crucifixion can be considered the strongest possible proof that Jesus 
did indeed claim to be king and Messiah and savior. Otherwise, the bitter mockery would have 
had no point.  Faith would see a sign in everything that he did; unbelief would never be 
convinced by any sign. 
 
VINDICATION (16:5-7) 
5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they were 
alarmed. 6 “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! 
He is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you 
into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.’ ”  Mark 16:5-7 (TNIV) 
 I can’t possibly image what it was like to have made this discover on that resurrection 
morning, but I have an emotional electrifying reaction just reading the words of the account.  The 
Pharisees want a miraculous sign that Jesus had the authority to do what He did and the very sign 
that Jesus promised had occurred.  All the doubt and accusations, all the lies and all the mockery 
and ridicule, all the pain and the suffering had just been transformed into victory as God’s Son 
was vindicated as the promised Messiah, the Savior of the world.   
 One day, we as Christians will stand before the throne of God and will hear the words, 
“Well done, good and faith servant” and we will experience vindication of all the persecutions 
and ridicule and put downs that we have undergone as followers of Christ.  It will be worth it all.   
 
       


