
THE GIFT OF LIVING HOPE

Several years ago there was a popular song that had the lyrics, "Just wishin', and hopin', and
..."  I really can't remember much more of the song than that.  For a lot of  people "wishing" and
"hoping" sort of go together and, to them, hope is more or less wishful thinking.  Every four years
we witness seven to ten fairly reasonable people run for their political party's nomination for
presidential candidate.  Realistically, most of these people have a hope that is little more than wishful
thinking.  They are pretty much "just wishin' and hopin'" but do not really "anticipate" that they will
be president.  

The Bible speaks of three lasting qualities:  faith, hope and love.  Hope, as used in the Bible,
means to have eager expectation or to anticipate a coming event.  The expectation and anticipation
are important.  Consider Roman 8:23 and 24: 

“. . we groan in eager anticipation of our adoption as sons . . . in this hope we were (and are being) saved .
. .”

Paul tells us that we are "saved in this hope" and hope is “eager anticipation.”   We are familiar with
Hebrews 11:1 where we find "faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen."  It seems that one of the failure of the modern-day church is that we are easily discouraged.
We believe for something that we would like to have and perhaps even expect to receive (something
we hope for).  It could be salvation for a lost friend or healing and health for a loved one.  If we do
not immediately get the thing for which we hope, we often quit anticipating and expecting it to
happen.  We, in effect, let hope die.  If hope dies then faith has become the substance of something
that no longer has any life in it.  We then get what we anticipate – nothing!

To further illustrate how important hope is, consider the verse recorded in Hebrews 10:23.
The KJV says 

"Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering:  for He is faithful that promised."  
This is a very beautiful verse and we've all learned it that way; however, that is not what the verse
says in the Greek text.  The Greek manuscripts say, 

"Let us hold fast the confession of our HOPE without wavering . . ."  
The Apostle Peter wrote a general letter to Christian who were scattered about the region and

included such places as Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia.  One of his purposes was to
encourage them during the times of persecution and to help them keep focused on the promises of
God.

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into
a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,    and into an inheritance that can never
perish, spoil or fade— kept in heaven for you,  who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the
coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 1 Pet 1:3-5  
Peter was a spontaneous person.  In the introduction of this letter that was to be read in the

churches in Asia Minor (Turkey), he praised God for the hope that being born again gives to each
Christian.  Indeed, we should praise God for the fact of salvation and that it is a gift from God that
we cannot earn.  When Peter speaks of God's abundant mercy, he is referring to the reality of the
grace of God.  Because of His grace we have the "new birth" as a spiritual reality that gives us hope
that is alive and emerges from the reality of the resurrection of Jesus from death.  

Because of this new life in Christ we have much to except and anticipate - we have hope.  The
first expectation is our inheritance.  We are joint heirs with Christ and we will reign with Him and we
will share in His glory.  Earthly inheritances are subject to loss and decay, but the inheritance that we



have in Christ is everlasting.  It will not fade away like the spring flowers that last only a couple of
weeks and this inheritance is pure and good and will not cause us any harm.  We also see that this
inheritance is waiting in heaven for those of us who are "saved."  We use the term "saved" which
means that we are being protected and preserved by the power of God.  This is a cause for great joy.

In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.
These have come so that your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by
fire—may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.
Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him
and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy,  for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation
of your souls. 1 Pet 1:6-9  
There are many trials and temptations in life that tests our faith.  The picture that Peter paints

is that of a metallurgist purifying gold.  He melts it and removes the impurities.  The next step is to
check the purity of the gold.  If gold is pure then it can be pressed out into a very thin foil without
breaking.  If the gold is pure then it is used to decorate or can be used in practical applications.  If
it is not pure, then the metallurgist melts the gold again to remove more impurities.  The gold is so
valuable that the metallurgist does not just throw it away because of the impurity but he keeps
working with it to get it pure.  Peter tells us that our faith is more precious than gold and that God
uses the things of life as His testing ground and refining furnace.  If we can remember that this is what
is happening, then we can, indeed, greatly rejoice in the trials and tribulations that we go through.
The testing and refining is a continuing process and will happen until we become as Jesus is.  

The ultimate outcome of the testing and trials of the life of the Christian is what we call
salvation.  In this process we are transformed into the image of Christ.  God uses all things (good and
bad) to bring about this transformation.  We sometimes forget that the victory that we will have is
worth more than all the testing and trials that we have to endure.

The promises upon which our hope is based were made centuries before the time in which
Peter lived.  

Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently
and with the greatest care,  trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them
was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow.  It was revealed
to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been told
you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to
look into these things.  1 Pet 1:10-12
The saints to whom Peter wrote were surrounded by the manifestation of the initial fulfillment

of the promises that were seen in the incarnation and passion of Christ.  They were experiencing what
the prophets of old had written about.  As you know, when we are in the middle of an event, it is
difficult to have a clear picture of what is happening and many times the full impact of everything is
seen only in retrospect.  That is where we are - we can see the fulfillment of the promises in looking
back on the historical account of the lives and events of the believers in the early church and that
should strengthen our hope and faith and we should be about the business of the Kingdom of God
with enthusiasm.

Though we can see (in retrospect) what God was doing in and through the first century saints,
we have difficulty in seeing what is happening to us in our present day fulfillment of the promises of
God in our lives.  Therefore, this message of a living hope is for all the saints where you and I live.


