
LIVING IN A NEW HOUSEHOLD 
1 Peter 2:1-10 

 
 The Old Testament and the Old Covenant were clearly given to and involved the physical 
nation of Israel – those people who could trace their ancestry back to Abraham through Jacob 
and Isaac.  God had a plan for Israel and, through that plan, He would accomplish His purpose of 
redeeming lost humanity.  The redemption of lost humanity is still “in process.”  God is still 
working out or implementing that plan through the church – the new spiritual Israel.   
 Just as physical Israel was called out to be set apart for what God was going to 
accomplish through them, the church is also “called out.”  In fact, the Greek word typically 
translated “church” is ek-kle-sia (English equivalent of the Greek letters) which literally means 
“called out.”  It is God who calls us out from the common pool of humanity.  Once we are called 
out, then our responsibility is to come out from the world order of things and to enter into the 
new order of the Kingdom of God.  The analogy from the physical, historical perspective is that 
Israel had to come out of Egypt and then they needed to proceed in faith in order to enter into the 
Promised Land.  One of the purposes of Peter’s letter to these Christians (and to us) is to 
encourage us so that we will proceed in faith and become mature in our faith walk. 
 Maturity speaks of growing up and that reminds us of what happens in the physical realm 
when a baby is first born.  One of the most important considerations for a newborn is having the 
proper diet.   
 
Having a New Diet – 2:1-3 
1 Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, 2 like newborn babies, 
long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation, 3 if you have tasted the 
kindness of the Lord.  1 Peter 2:1-3 (NASB95) 
 Children and little babies will usually get a warm and friendly smile from most adults.  
As we see babies, we are reminded of the times when our children or grandchildren were very 
young and sometimes we wish that we could have them back at that tender age.  But that is not to 
be and we know that it is good that they have grown up.  If they had never developed beyond 
being children, then we would be very concerned because we know that children are supposed to 
grow up into adults.   
 When a person is born of the Spirit of God, he or she could be described as a spiritual 
baby.  Just as any baby needs food to nourish it; so does our spiritual being.  Both Paul and Peter 
used the analogy of a baby when talking about the condition of a new Christian.  Paul’s concern 
was that we not remain as babies, but that we grow up to a fully matured Christian.  Peter’s 
concern was that the new spiritual babies get the right spiritual food and that we grow in the right 
way. 
 In verse one of Chapter two, we see that it starts with the term “therefore” or 
“wherefore.” What follows is a conclusion based on information that had just been presented.  
Peter had just written the following truth to these people: “For you have been born again not of 
that which is perishable but imperishable.”  (I Pet 1:23)  The life that we now have in us is the 
uncreated life of God which is eternal.  It is not like the life we received because of our 
association with Adam, which is perishable.  Since we have this new life that is eternal in its 
nature, we should not encumber it with the things that plagued the old life.  Peter named some of 
these encumbrances. 
 MALICE - all forms of wickedness.  Bad or inappropriate behavior comes from bad and 
inappropriate thoughts.  The patterns of our thought life grow out of what we desire and this 



thought life leads to action and the wrong action leads to death.  James put it this way in his 
epistle (1:15): “Then when lust has conceived it gives birth to sin, and when sin is accomplished, 
it brings forth death.”  The idea of being “rid” of or “putting aside” is a picture that Paul had 
used in reference to taking off an old garment so that the new could be put on.   
 DECEIT or GUILE:  Many people operate out of “hidden agendas” in which they say or 
do one thing when they really mean something else.  These people are always scheming to get 
the advantage over other people.  This is just the opposite of the nature of Jesus, He said what He 
meant and meant what He said.  (“Let your ‘yes’ be yes and your ‘no’ be no.”  Matt 5:37)  The 
Bible Knowledge Commentary (Walvoord and Zuck) made the observation that God’s Word 
does not deceive; neither should God’s children. 
 HYPOCRISIES:  This term was used to describe actors in the theater.  Pretending to be 
something that you are not is basically living a lie.  Just in the past couple of weeks, I have seen 
an article about a person who was practicing dentistry without a license.  Another article was 
about a person who had a physician’s practice using the name of another person.  Both these 
were using identities that they had fabricated.  We hear about people who may be running for 
office that claim they were military veterans and had received various awards and medals.  These 
are blatant examples of being a hypocrite; however, more often than not there are more subtle 
practices in which we may deceive our friends, neighbors and relatives as to who we really are.  
These are all bad enough, but what is worse is that we fool ourselves into thinking we are 
something that we are not.     
 ENVIES:  Wanting what someone else has and resenting the other person for having 
success is the essence of envy.  It is born out of a lack of love for people, a driven desire for 
things or status and jealousy that stems from unhealthy pride.  Envy initially harms only the one 
who envies.  However, if envy continues, it becomes a platform for lying, stealing, adultery, and 
even murder.  It is one of those acceptable (to secular society) sins.  However, it is truly one of 
the deadly sins if it is left unchecked. 
 SLANDERS:  When we speak ill of another person, we are doing the work of the devil.  
This same word is sometimes translated “backbiting.”  Most of us are civilized enough that we 
don’t kill or murder people physically; however, many times we engage in character 
assassination of people by slanderous comments.   
 When we have been born again, we should have a new set of wants and desires.  Peter 
used the analogy of a new baby.  Babies have a natural hunger for food (milk) that will nourish 
them.  We, as new spiritual beings, will find proper nourishment for our spirits in the Word of 
God.  It was through the living and eternal word of God that we received the imperishable seed 
that gave us eternal life and it will be through the living and eternal word of God that we are 
nurtured so that we can grow in the things of the spirit and attain to the goal for which we were 
saved.  This should be the natural reaction for someone who has experienced the kindness and 
mercy of the Lord.  Just as a little baby tastes milk for the first time, he wants more the next time 
he becomes hungry, we should want to continue to be fed with the word of God.  
 Peter used another analogy to communicate the truths of the Kingdom of God.  This 
analogy is based on a building made of living stones.  The foundation and chief corner stone for 
this building is Jesus.  The value system of the Kingdom of God is different from that of the 
world.  Those in the world system were building their own building and they rejected Jesus.  Yet 
He was chosen by God as the key element in the building that He was constructing.   
 
Having a New House – 2:4-8 
4 And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by men, but is choice and precious in the sight of 



God, 5 you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For this is contained in Scripture: “BEHOLD, I LAY IN ZION A 
CHOICE STONE, A PRECIOUS CORNER stone, AND HE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED.” 7 This 
precious value, then, is for you who believe; but for those who disbelieve, “THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS 
REJECTED, THIS BECAME THE VERY CORNER stone,” 8 and, “A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE”; for 
they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were also appointed.  1 Peter 2:4-8 
(NASB95) 
 Peter quoted from the Old Testament the prophecies that foretold that God’s choices and 
man’s choices would be different.  These prophecies also told of the consequences of making the 
wrong choice.  By having the right chief corner stone in our lives, then we can have a life that 
makes sense and is orderly.  If we choose some other corner stone, then the “building” that we 
construct out of our lives will be a confused mess because the life we build on such a foundation 
will not be aligned properly.   
 This building to which Peter referred is not an ordinary building but it is alive and it is 
spiritual.  The foundation of this spiritual building is called “the Living Stone.”  God is alive and 
we who are built together upon the foundation are also alive and spiritual, having been born 
again of the Spirit of God.   
 Peter probably had the Temple in mind as he described this building that is made up of 
living stones.  This idea is very close to that expressed by Paul in Ephesians 2:22 where he said, 
“In whom, you also are built together for a habitation of God through the Spirit.”  In this 
building, those who make up its walls also serve the function of priests by offering sacrifices to 
God.  These sacrifices are spiritual in nature and are things such as commitment, holiness, 
faithfulness, worship, praise, prayer, and ministry to others.   Other expressions of sacrifice are 
simply doing what we know to be right rather than what we might want to do from a human 
convenience standpoint.  Examples are returning good for evil, going the second mile, and 
turning the other cheek.  These are the things that are involved in taking up our cross daily and in 
presenting our bodies as living sacrifices, holy and acceptable to God.  These are the things that 
are pleasing to God through Jesus Christ. 
 Not everyone will accept the truth that Jesus is the Chief Corner Stone.  Those who can 
discern the truth will see Him as the One of infinite value or precious beyond measure.  Those 
who disbelieve will see Him as One of no value.  Everyday people reject the teachings of Jesus 
and, in effect, reject Jesus.  They fail to see the value in kindness, gentleness, and treating others 
as they wish to be treated.  Though they reject Him, He is still the “Head of the Corner.”  Many 
people stumble at the idea of God and especially that God became a Man in the person of Jesus.  
They trip over the claim “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life and no one can come to the 
Father but by Me.”  By rejecting Jesus and His way, they, in effect, cannot help walking on 
another road or way.  Consequently, in that rejection, they are predestined to death instead of 
life.  
 
Having a New Family – 2:9-10 
9 But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God’s OWN POSSESSION, so that 
you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 for you 
once were NOT A PEOPLE, but now you are THE PEOPLE OF GOD; you had NOT RECEIVED MERCY, but now you have 
RECEIVED MERCY.  1 Peter 2:9-10 (NASB95) 
 The words penned by Peter in this passage are direct quotes from the Old Testament and 
refer to physical Israel.  He applied them here to the new (spiritual) Israel – “but now you are the 
people of God.”  The purpose for our being born again is found in the fact that God is creating a 
new nation of people who are of the seed of the Second Adam rather than the first Adam.  Each 



one of us has been chosen by God to be a part of a special group who are cherished by God.  The 
Old Testament picture of this spiritual truth is seen in the nation of Israel that God chose in 
Abraham.  This new nation is made up of people of every race and tribe and brings them together 
in Christ Jesus.  The common theme that ties these together is that they have been born again of 
the Spirit of God.  The common characteristic that results from this relationship is that we dwell 
in the light of God.  Because we are in His light and have His light in us, then the world watches 
to see if what we say about God’s salvation is true.   


