
WHEN RIDICULED 
1 Peter 4:12-19 

 
 Pain and suffering are fairly common.  Visit a typical Bible Study class in a church and 
the “prayer request” list is substantial.  Most of the requests are related to illness, job loss, and 
grief.  All these are a small percentage of the total impact of the pain and suffering that people 
endure that no one else knows about.  This is just scratching the surface.  My guess is that more 
people are suffering emotionally than those who are experiencing physical pain.  Just recently we 
have heard of teens who have taken their own lives.   
 We can all agree that there is plenty of suffering and most people will experience it 
sometime in their life.  Two questions immediately come to mind: First, why are we suffering?  
Second, how are we dealing with the suffering?  Peter addressed both of these in his first letter to 
the scattered church.  He encouraged those early Christians to not have a mind set of being a 
victim but to see that the trials and testing were opportunities for growth and to become more 
like Christ.  He gave them seven reasons to see suffering in a positive light.  As we go through 
the second half of chapter four look for these points:  
1.  Suffering is a means to prove the genuineness of our faith and the trial is a way that God is 
using to make our faith stronger. 
2.  Suffering is a way to share Christ’s experience and is not some weird or strange aberration of 
our life experience. 
3.  Suffering is a pathway to glory for us as it was for Christ.   
4.  Suffering provides an opportunity for blessing as we are being comforted by the Holy Spirit. 
5.  Suffering gives us a chance to glorify God. 
6.  Our response to suffering proves the relevance of the gospel as judgment begins with the 
household of God. 
7.  Suffering causes us to reaffirm our commitment to God and to prove His faithfulness. 
 
Expect Ridicule – 4:12-14 
12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though 
some strange thing were happening to you; 13 but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on 
rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation. 14 If you are reviled for the 
name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.  1 Peter 4:12-14 (NASB95) 
 When several translations of verse twelve are compared we see that some give the idea 
that the testing was already underway and others indicate that it is “testing that is to come” or 
future.  A literal translation favors the future option.  
 If we lived in the first century in the areas of the world that were under the control of the 
Roman Empire, do you think that we might have been tempted to organize a protest movement 
under the banner of Christian Lives Matter?  I don’t think so.  What about doing that during the 
time of the rise of Mohammedanism in the Middle East around the seventh century?   What 
would have been the response of the Roman Catholics and the civil government coalition that 
was in control of life in Europe during the Reformation period to such a claim that Protestant 
Christian Lives Matter?  We could ask the same thing of the Protestants when they were in 
partnership with various governments regarding a claim that Anabaptist Christian Lives Matter?   
Less than a hundred years ago, about four million Greek and Arminian Christians were 
systematically slaughtered by the Islamic Ottoman Empire in an effort to eliminate Christianity 
from that part of the world.  Bring this up into the more recent past and go to places such as the 
USSR and China during the rise of Communism during the early part of the twentieth century or 



even more recent times to what is happening now with regard to radical Islam and the systemic 
torture and killing of Christians in the Middle East.   
 In all these examples, Christians were subjected to being crucified, burned alive, flogged, 
beheaded, forcibly drowned, and systemically tortured simply because of what they believed and 
their refusal to renounce their beliefs.  Oh, I almost forgot to mention they were also reviled or 
ridiculed.  On a severity scale of one to 10, most of the acts of persecutions of Christians 
throughout the world over the past two thousand years would rank very near 10.  For Christians 
in modern-day USA the most likely thing that we would encounter is ridicule.  This almost 
seems insignificant compared to what has occurred and is occurring in other parts of the world.   
 In Nik Ripken’s books on the Insanity of God and the Insanity of Obedience, he noted 
that believers in Russia, China, India, and parts of the Middle East view persecution as a natural 
part of what Christians should expect.  This is the same thing Peter told his reader in the first 
century – they should not be surprised when fiery ordeals are part of their experiences as 
followers of Christ.  Some have suggested that the choice of the words “fiery ordeal” may have 
been a direct reference to the way some Christians had been martyred by being used as human 
torches by Nero.  Being martyred for your beliefs would seem to be the ultimate “test” which 
would certainly show the genuineness of a person’s faith and would go beyond the idea that such 
trials help us to grow in our faith walk as pictured in the refining-of-gold example Peter used in 
the first chapter.   
 Let’s briefly look at the word “happening” at the end of verse 12.  The idea of this word 
is very close to the meaning of the word “coincidence.”  Peter is telling us that we should not 
think that it is just a “coincidence” that we would experience persecution if we are followers of 
Christ.  This is opposition that is deliberate and designed to hinder the progression and growth of 
the Kingdom of God.  This opposition can originate from the world, the flesh and the devil.  Our 
response to such persecution is critically important to what will be the outcome or final results of 
such “fiery trails.”   
 One possibility for our response is that we can grumble, complain, and try to get even.  
Another possibility for us as Christians is that, to the degree that we associate the trails we are 
experiencing with what Christ had experienced, we can be glad or rejoice.  When we approach 
problems and persecutions in such a way, then the character of Christ can be seen in and through 
our lives.  As His glory is being revealed in us, then we have joy that is even more intense than 
the initial gladness that we experienced in having been counted worthy to suffer for Christ.  
Notice that Christ’s glory is revealed IN our response to suffering for the cause of the Kingdom 
of God.  This is in the “here and now” in our lives.  
 The “reproach” or “ridicule” to which Peter referred in verse 14 was most probably the 
fact that these early believers were called “Christians” which was intended by the pagans and 
unbelievers to be a derogatory term.  We can be certain that this is the meaning from the 
statement that they (literally) were “reproached IN the name of Christ.”   
 This begs the question, “How did the pagans know that these people (to whom Peter was 
writing) were followers of Christ?”  The obvious answer is that they saw or experienced some 
differences in the lives of these believers.  This fact was mentioned in an earlier part of the letter 
that the believers did not participate in the excesses and sensually-driven behaviors that were 
common among the pagans.  What the pagans were observing was “Godly righteousness 
expressed in daily living.”  The explanation for this was that the Spirit of God was in and on the 
believers and the glory of God was evident in their lives.  The King James Version adds a few 
words of explanation to this by noting that Jesus Christ was “spoken of in an evil manner” by the 



pagan but this was seen by the believers to be a compliment.  What is happening in such cases is 
that those who are anti-God and anti-Christ are taking out their hatred on us because we are 
followers of Christ.  These people are trying to blaspheme Christ at the same time we are 
attempting to glorify Him.  These behaviors show the stark contrast of those who belong to 
Christ and those who do not.    
 In verse 12, we see that ordeals that we experience are designed to test us.  That raises a 
question as to whether all sufferings of everyone are designed for testing or is the testing only for 
those who belong to Christ?  We could probably make the argument that problems that 
unbelievers encounter are sometime self imposed from bad behavior or such experiences are for 
the purpose of God trying to get their attention and draw them to repentance.  Previously (in 
chapter one), Peter compared the testing of our faith to refining gold in which such testing 
exposes the dross or slag that is not the pure metal.  For the unbeliever, the trials of life should 
provide some motivation for the person to examine himself and ask the question if there is more 
to life than “toil and trouble” that seems to have no purpose.  If nothing else, the suffering can 
help strip away much of the facade that all of us erect around us to hide the real person.  
 
Represent Jesus Well – 4:15-16 
15 Make sure that none of you suffers as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler; 16 but if anyone 
suffers as a Christian, he is not to be ashamed, but is to glorify God in this name.  1 Peter 4:15-16 (NASB95) 
 Sometimes we suffer for making a correct stand against evil or we may suffer because we 
ourselves do something evil or unwise.  It is obvious that (as Christians) we should never have to 
be concerned about suffering because we commit some heinous crime or do something that is 
immoral.  If we ever did, then this would definitely be a reason to be ashamed.  On the other 
hand, when we do suffer as a Christian, then we should consider it as sharing in the suffering of 
Christ and is a reason for rejoicing.  We could argue that Christ’s ultimate suffering was “the 
cross” and we know that we are to take up our cross as a means of continuing to put self to death.  
Therefore, we share in or identify with Christ on the cross when we initially come to Him in 
repentance and die to the old nature and experience the new birth.  This continues as we endure 
suffering as a means of taking up our cross to follow Christ in our life experiences.   
 
Focus on the Creator – 4:17-19 
17 For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the 
outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 AND IF IT IS WITH DIFFICULTY THAT THE RIGHTEOUS IS 
SAVED, WHAT WILL BECOME OF THE GODLESS MAN AND THE SINNER?  19 Therefore, those also who suffer according 
to the will of God shall entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is right.  1 Peter 4:17-19 (NASB95) 
 How comfortable are we with the idea that suffering is a “judgment?”  My guess is that 
we would find all kinds of arguments against that idea.  (Compare this to the question the 
disciples asked Jesus in John 9:2 about the man who was born blind – “who sinned this man or 
his parents?”)  Let’s take a closer look at verse 4:17.  This verse speaks specifically to the issue 
of judgment and that it must begin with God’s own people.  Most people associate the idea of 
judgment as punishment for doing something wrong.  If we could think of “judgment” in terms 
of assaying or evaluating various elements of our life, then the act of judging is simply helping 
us identify things in our lives that we need to eliminate and things that we need to enhance.  For 
a Christian, we want to eliminate those things in our life that are not like Jesus and enhance those 
that are Christlike.  Sometimes, suffering (or trials) are helpful in this process of becoming more 
like Christ.  If we remember what Paul wrote in Roman 8:28-29, then we realize that all things 
work together for the good purpose of transforming us into the image of Christ.     



 The blessings that comes to us are natural (or supernatural) outcomes of our becoming 
more like Christ.  As John the Baptist told his disciples, “He must increase and I must decrease.”  
The only way we can become more like Christ is to become less like our old self.  
 In verse 4:18 Peter quoted from the Septuagint version of Proverbs 11:31 that 
emphasized the judgment and justice of God for all men.  Young’s Literal translation of the 
Proverbs verse is “Lo, the righteous in the earth is recompensed, Surely also the wicked and the 
sinner!”  This sound very much what many people today would call “karma” which is a Hindu or 
Buddhism idea that “present and past intents and actions influence what we experience in the 
future.”  (They convolute this truth by interweaving their false ideas regarding reincarnation and 
consequently we are uncomfortable with using this term.)  Just as matter of interest, the Greek 
word for “judgment” is “krima” (pronounced kree-mah).   
 It is mystery to me how the Hebrew original wording ended up being translated into 
Greek as “If the righteous one is scarcely saved, Where will the ungodly and the sinner appear?”  
This translation has been (badly) interpreted by some to mean that we are “barely” saved.  That 
idea would be in conflict with the truth that we are “saved to the uttermost” as stated in Hebrews 
7:25.  Some have pointed out that “scarcely” means “with great difficulty” or “very costly.”   
 To be able to declare an ungodly sinner (the initial condition of all humanity) to be 
righteous is humanly impossible.  We realize that no one is justified by the works of the law and 
it is not by works of righteousness that we are saved.  How difficult and costly was the remedy 
for our salvation?  God took on humanity, lived among people, was tortured and died on a cross, 
and rose from death to make it possible for us to be “the righteousness of God in Christ.”  Has 
anyone come up with anything that matches the difficulty and value of this ultimate price that 
was required to be paid to redeem us?  Those who reject this remedy remain in the initial 
condition of being ungodly sinners.  Since there is no other remedy that is more costly than the 
death of the Son of God, then there is no other way for humanity to be saved.   
 The primary distinction that exists between the righteous and the ungodly sinner when it 
comes to judgment that begins with the righteous is that the penalty for sin has been paid for us 
and the ungodly will be responsible for that debt themselves.  Another very important distinction 
is that the righteous have been delivered from the power of sin in our lives on the earth and as we 
put away such ungodliness we are able to draw nearer to God and enjoy the blessings of being in 
His presence.  The ungodly do not have that freedom since they are still enslaved to sin and its 
influences.  
 Those things that God allows or even sends our way to help discipline and refine us as 
His children are difficult for us to deal with.  However, since we know that these problems and 
situations are for our good and since we are assured of our eternal salvation, then we react with a 
positive outlook on such events.  Contrast this with those who are alienated from God and their 
response to “things” that happen in life.  In their situation problems produce hopelessness and 
despair and remind them of impending judgment that awaits everyone at the end of life.  
  It is somewhat hard to understand that as we suffer for the cause of Christ rather than 
fighting back or trying to protect ourselves, then we are committing ourselves fully (an act of 
faith) to God and trusting Him to do what is best for us.  This is exactly what Jesus did when He 
stayed on the cross and died for our sins.  In fact, He said, “Into Thy hands, I commit My spirit.”   
 When we consider our situation in life and how vulnerable we are to things that we 
experience, then we realize that this mind set or outlook is the only viable option that is available 
to us.  We can prepare ourselves and we can do whatever we can to protect ourselves so that we 
are not surprised at the circumstances we encounter in life, but in the end we have to trust 



ourselves to the One Who created us.    


