
LIVING WITH LYING TROUBLEMAKERS 
2 Peter 2:1-3, 12-14; Jude 16-25 

 
 Some people called Jesus a troublemaker.  Paul was thought by some to be a 
troublemaker.  A lot of times, we will be advised by those who profess “conventional wisdom” 
to not be a troublemaker.  One way we have of saying that is to recite a line such as “sit down, 
you’re rocking the boat.”  Being a troublemaker is not bad as long as the person has truth on his 
side.  Problems arise when the bases for making changes are fundamentally flawed precepts that 
lead to collapse and ruin rather than to real improvements.   
 When a person who rocks the boat comes along, the way to deal with such a person is to 
determine whether or not the basis for his or her ideas is in agreement with the word of God or if 
the person has a hidden agenda and is being less than truthful.  The second thing to consider is 
whether the proposed changes will result in real improvements and spiritual growth or if the 
changes will cause discord and controversy.  One of the best defenses against lying 
troublemakers is a good offense based on an active program for spiritual growth and an ever 
increasing dependence upon God’s grace and protection as we are being transformed into the 
image of His Son.    
 
Beware of Deception – 2:1-3, 12-13a 
1 But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will 
secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon 
themselves. 2 Many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned; 3 and in 
their greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is 
not asleep.  2 Peter 2:1-3 (NASB95) 
12 But these, like unreasoning animals, born as creatures of instinct to be captured and killed, reviling where they 
have no knowledge, will in the destruction of those creatures also be destroyed, 13a suffering wrong as the wages of 
doing wrong.  2 Peter 2:12-13a (NASB95) 
 Troublemakers have been around since the time of the first family as seen in the Cain and 
Abel account.  The situation was so bad during the time of Noah that God decided to make a new 
beginning with the family of Noah.  Moses encountered such people as he led the Israelites 
through the wilderness and troublemakers constantly plagued the nation of Israel.  It is not 
surprising that the church would experience problems with people who would oppose God’s plan 
of salvation by introducing false doctrines.   
 What are the characteristics of such false teachers?  The first characteristic is being 
“secretive” or as stated in verse four of Jude “they creep in unawares.”  These people would 
become part of a local church group and they would have a hidden agenda of introducing a 
different doctrine.  Several years ago, it was not uncommon for LDS missionaries to show up at 
a church in order to look for prospects.  You’ve probably encountered people who knock on your 
door and offer to give you some free literature and attempt to get you to invite them into your 
home so they can tell you their ideas about God and Jesus.   
 What sometimes happens in today’s environment is that we will find churches who call a 
pastor who has been influenced by liberal theologians who question such things as the virgin 
birth, the resurrection and the reality of being born again.  This can happen if the congregation is 
made of members who are not aware of what’s going on in such areas.  You can also find 
situations in which people will be eager to teach so they can introduce a particular idea on end-
time prophecies or to change the thinking of people in the church to adopt a greater tolerance to 
alternate lifestyles or other religions.  It is not too unusual to hear preachers who have new age 
terminology interspersed in their sermon material.  



 One particular concern for Peter was the error that was being introduced concerning the 
person of Jesus.  The error was related to at least four areas regarding Jesus:  His uniqueness, His 
absolute ownership and unlimited power over all creation, His Divinity, and His Supremacy.  
These errors are still problematic today.  New Age teaches that there are many “Christs” who 
come into the world, that Jesus was not unique.  The idea of Christ being Lord of all of creation 
is challenged by Mormon beliefs that there are different gods who are over various worlds and 
that each true believing Latter Day Saint will be a god over their own world.  The Jehovah 
Witnesses deny the divinity of Jesus Christ.  They say he is Lord but he is not God.  The denial 
of His supremacy is a problem with most false teachings that are around today.   
 Another false teaching that was a problem in the early church and one which is still 
around today is a “disconnect” between belief and behavior.  Those who separate belief and 
behavior will argue that it does not matter how Christians behave, since grace could forgive 
every sin, no matter how great.  This is what the Bible calls presumptuous sins.  Some 
deliberately go on sinning rather than walking in the way of repentance and this is evidence that 
they discredit or think little of  the high price that Christ paid to deliver them from a life of sin.  
He did not save us from sin so that we could go on sinning.  Such false ideas lead to sensuality or 
shameful behavior that could be used to entice others in the church to participate in bad behavior 
and bring criticism to the cause of Christ.   
 Such practices may go on and those who do such things seem to not suffer any 
consequences for it.  However, Peter warned his readers that God pronounced judgment on such 
false teaching a long time ago and it that judgment is still in effect and they will eventually 
experience the consequences or wages of their wrong doing.    
 
Beware of Sinful Lifestyles – 2 Pet 2:13b-14, Jude 16-19 
13b They count it a pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are stains and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, as 
they carouse with you, 14 having eyes full of adultery that never cease from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a 
heart trained in greed, accursed children;  2 Peter 2:13b-14 (NASB95) 
16 These are grumblers, finding fault, following after their own lusts; they speak arrogantly, flattering people for the 
sake of gaining an advantage. 17 But you, beloved, ought to remember the words that were spoken beforehand by the 
apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ, 18 that they were saying to you, “In the last time there will be mockers, following 
after their own ungodly lusts.” 19 These are the ones who cause divisions, worldly-minded, devoid of the Spirit.  Jude 
16-19 (NASB95) 
 What Peter described could very well apply to some situations we see today in what we 
would call liberal denominations (falsely called churches).  He had observed that these “false 
teachers” did not even try to hide the sin in which they indulged but carried it out in “broad open 
daylight.”  In the past, people who practiced immorality had the decency to be discrete about it.  
Now we are beginning to see those who practice immorality being proud of their lifestyle and 
bragging about it.  While they are doing that, they have the gall to show up at church and 
blatantly participate in the Lord’s Supper.  Some even go to the point of ordaining people who 
are open or overt practitioners of perverted behavior.  Apparently, this kind of thing was going 
on in the first century.  
 Jude saw the same kinds of things among false teachers who were disruptive in the 
churches he knew about.  Some in leadership positions in our churches are there only because 
they have chosen church work as a vocation rather than having been called into the work.  These 
have no spiritual substance and consequently are not able to benefit others in the church.  The 
way they operate is to cultivate a close following of certain people who will support them 
regardless of what they do or how sound the judgment of it is.  Many will be in the ministry to 
make money or to build their reputation or to advance their careers.  They use their position in 



the pulpit to mock or ridicule anyone who might oppose their bad decisions and even go so far as 
stating that anyone who does not agree with them must be inspired by the devil.   
 The result of such questionable leadership is that it creates division rather than unity in a 
church.  The typical outcome is the church may split or the church may choose to get rid of the 
bad leadership.  It is not surprising then to see so many small churches in an area and it is not too 
surprising to read the statistics that most pastors stay less than 18 months in a pastorate.  There 
are a lot of worldly mindedness and lack of Spiritual depth in the world.   
 Peter’s admonition to the church was to be watchful and be able to recognize these 
situations when they happen and to not let the negative influences of false teachers distract them 
from their calling to grow in grace, to become more like Christ and to take God’s message of 
salvation to the world in which they lived.   
 
Be Positive in Response – Jude 20-23 
20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in 
the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life. 22 And have mercy on 
some, who are doubting; 23 save others, snatching them out of the fire; and on some have mercy with fear, hating 
even the garment polluted by the flesh.  Jude 20-23 (NASB95) 
 We are in a spiritual battle, therefore, we must approach it with a spiritual solution.  To 
do this we must be in good spiritual condition.  We are to build ourselves up in our faith.  The 
“how” of doing this is through prayer in the Spirit.  Paul wrote about the Holy Spirit praying 
through us when we don’t know what to ask in his letter to the church in Rome.  The Holy Spirit, 
through us, prays the will of God because He knows the mind of God.   
 This spiritual battle is being waged on at least two fronts.  The first and maybe the most 
difficult is on an individual personal level of looking out for your own welfare.  When we are 
confronted with opposition and attacks by the enemy, we may have a tendency to fight fire with 
fire.  The challenge is to keep ourselves operating and functioning “in the love of God.”  Very 
few people are ever won over from an entrenched position of error by strong arguments contrary 
to their position.  Presenting the truth in love is the only thing that will work to bring about a real 
change in such people.  In order to operate this way, we have to keep focused on the ultimate 
victory we have in Christ.   
 The second front where the spiritual battle is fought is with regard to reaching out to the 
lost.  We must show compassion that will lead others to salvation.  For some, this will be a real 
rescue operation because they are so deeply involved in sin and the consequences of sin.  When 
we approach people who are deeply involved in sin, we must do so on the basis of loving the 
people who are trapped in sin and hating the sin.   
 
Be Dependent on God – Jude 24-25 
24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory 
blameless with great joy, 25 to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion 
and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.  Jude 24-25 (NASB95) 
 The benediction of Jude’s brief letter puts the situations those early Christians were 
undergoing into proper perspective.  The world around us may be falling apart, there may be liars 
and false teachers and people with hidden agendas that would seek to bring harm rather than 
benefit to the world, nevertheless, God is still on His throne.  In His majestic glory, He has all 
dominion and authority from eternity past though all eternity future.  The best news of all is that 
this all powerful, all knowing, eternal God has provided for our eternal deliverance and salvation 
from all the evils that we will ever encounter. 


