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SAVED BY FAITH

Sky-diving used to be a fairly popular sport.  Somehow, the idea of jumping from an airplane
that is thousands of feet up in the air and depending on a parachute to slow your fall is not one with
which I am comfortable.  On the other hand, if I knew that the plane was going to crash and burn,
then I would not hesitate to put on the parachute and jump out.  To be up in the plane to begin with
would require having confidence in the safety of the plane and jumping out of the plane would also
require having confidence in the workability of the parachute.  In a sense it is practically impossible
to function without putting confidence or faith in things with which we deal.  We don't have to go
as far as small planes and parachutes to have our faith tested.  A lot of fairly mundane things tests our
faith everyday.  We don't normally think of it that way, but to eat a hamburger implies faith in a whole
series of people and organizations starting with the farmer, the slaughter house, the government
inspector, the wholesaler, the trucking company, the hamburger restaurant, the people who cook it
and serve it.  As we saw some time ago, several people died from eating contaminated hamburger
meat at a west coast restaurant.  

One of the realizations to which each of us must come is that life is more than just our earthly
existence.  There is an eternity.  We are more than physical beings; in fact, we are spiritual beings with
physical bodies.  Just as functioning in the physical world requires our "relying on" and "putting
confidence in" people and organization, we have to also exercise faith in someone or something in
the spiritual world in which we exist.  In the physical realm, we see evidence everyday there is no
certainty in the reliability of the people and organization with whom we must deal.  You drive down
the highway and trust the other driver to stay on his side of the road -- that does not always happen!
In the spiritual realm, people have always looked for ways in which to gain security and to protect
their eternal life.  The various religious systems that have emerged across the history of mankind are
attempts to related to the spiritual realm of which we are a part.  Various rituals and rites have been
formulated which attempt to position the participants in a right relationship with the spiritual realm
so they have some measure of security.  

In the Christian vernacular we refer to this security as "being saved."  So the question to
which we need to find a answer is simply this, "How can I be saved?"  In a broader sense, is there a
prescribed grand plan by which I can find security in the spiritual realm?  The short answer is "Yes!"
God's Plan of Salvation for mankind is unchanging and unchanged:  "For by grace are you saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves:  it is the gift of God:  not of works, lest anyone should
boast." (Eph 2:8-9)  How was Noah and his family saved?  He believed God and proved his faith
by obedience.  How was Abraham justified or declared righteous?  Abraham believed God and
God accounted it to him as righteousness.  How do we know that Abraham believed God?  By
his obedience to God's commands.  How are people saved today?  Ephesians 2:8-9 is still in effect.
So the next question with which we should be concerned is "How did God implement this Plan?"

ROMANS 1:1-7  God has revealed His plan to people and has chosen and sent certain ones
to share the good news with others.  The title of apostle is literally "one sent forth."  This good news
centered in the fact that God had predetermined a Plan of Salvation that He would implement through
Jesus Who is God the Son.  The Old Testament had foretold God's salvation in the prophecies and
the promises given to us.  Paul could declare that Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah.  He met the
criteria:  He was of the seed of David.  He was proven to be the Son of God by the resurrection.
Once we know He is the Lord, then we should be ready to respond to the guidance and
commandments He gives.  

One response we need to make is to God's grace.  He is the initiator and we are the recipients.
God has called each of us for duty and work in His kingdom.  The grace and the calling of God
enables us to fulfill God's requirement regardless of who we are or where we might be.  The Jews had
thought that God's provision was only for them and at one time they thought He dwelled (only) in
the Temple in Jerusalem. 

Just as Paul greeted the believers in Rome with a blessing of grace and peace from God, we
too who put our trust in God find favor with Him and are at peace with God and experience the peace



of God in our lives.
ROMANS 1:8-13  We tend to think of these letters of Paul as some great theological

dissertation on Christianity (and they really are); however, they are also letters of encouragement to
those early Christians.  Try to think how you would feel if someone told you he prayed for you
everyday.  How would you respond if someone told you  your faith was known about all over the
region in which you lived and even beyond?  I believe it would strengthen your Christian growth and
make you more faithful.  Just think how much good you can do by strengthening others.  We can
inspire one another by visualizing great things for each other and communicating it.  Encourage each
other - especially member of your family.  Encourage your neighbors and their children.  Most of all,
encourage yourself.

Paul had plans to go to Rome on his way to Spain and was preparing for that visit with them
by praying that God would make it successful.  We fail to make adequate spiritual preparation by
enlisting God's help for what we do.  When we do ask, we acknowledge we do need help, we are not
self sufficient, we trust God and want Him to be involved in the everydayness of our lives.

Paul's visit to Rome was not just a social call.  The high purpose was that he wanted to share
anything he could to make them a stronger church.  He also realized he would benefit from such a
visit by growing in his faith.  Paul never lost sight of the reality he had not "arrived."  We will never
get to the point where we have no more room for improvement.

Paul was concerned these people might have felt neglected.  They may have know about the
missionary journeys of Paul and wondered if he were ever going to visit with them.  He assured them
he had planned to come to them many times but was hindered

ROMANS 1:14-17  I think Paul was saying that his failure to have come to Rome was not
discrimination.  His calling was to preach the gospel to everyone, everywhere.  It did not matter how
smart or unlearned the person, it did not matter what the person's religious background might be.
The Gospel is necessary and sufficient for all people.  We do not need to apologize for nor be
ashamed that the message says there is only one way to salvation.  We should rejoice there is one way
as opposed to no way.  The Gospel message is about the straight and narrow gate -- but all may enter
and partake of the life and quality of life that flows from a right relationship with God.  This
relationship starts with trust in God through the atoning work of Jesus and progresses to deeper
spiritual levels of trust as we grow spiritually and walk with God each day.


