
GOOD NEWS TO HEAR 
Romans 2:1-11; 3:21-26 

 
 Sometime we hear of a family in which one child is seemingly favored over another 
child.  For the one who is favored, it seems like a good deal and can lead to the person growing 
up with either a lot of confidence or an entitlement mentality that can produce serious problems 
when that person faces the reality of a world that doesn’t know they should defer to the wishes of 
that “special” person.  The other side of that coin is the child who senses that he or she is not 
treated in an equitable fashion.  This situation can also lead to either a high achievement 
individual or can result in a person with serious problems of personality disorders and maybe an 
inability to properly interact with other people.  Clearly, partiality is not a good thing in a family 
environment.   
 I have also seen partiality working out in a job environment.  I have personally 
experienced both sides – one, being favor and also, being not favored.  We have seen it work in a 
church setting.  There are some people who may have good ideas but they are ignored because 
the ministerial staff thinks these people are troublemakers.   
 In our civil and criminal justice systems we can find plenty of evidence where some 
people (either individuals or groups of people) are treated differently (either favorably or 
unfavorably).  But partiality is certainly evident in many places and situations.  We explain it 
away by observing that this happens because those who are showing partiality are just following 
their basic human nature.  That is exactly the problem!  Nearly everybody thinks he or she is 
“special.”  This mind set is a product of and a producer of pride.  If we are “special,” then the 
rules don’t apply to us.  It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out that such an attitude will 
likely lead to bad behavior.   
 Admittedly, there are exceptions in which a person who sees himself as being “special” 
will be extremely careful to not do anything that would tarnish the reputation or bring shame on 
the “special” class with which he is associated.  (This is then a “self-control” issue that shows 
that the person is really not that special in that he has to consciously try to avoid doing something 
that would be contrary to the nature of his supposed “special” status.  If he were really “special,” 
then it would not require a constant vigilance to keep up the appearance.) 
 The Israelites thought of themselves as being special in that God had chosen them for His 
eternal purposes.  Is that special?  I can’t help but believe that it is.  What was the result of 
realizing they were special?  It resulted in pride and disdain toward everyone else.  This is part of 
the reason why so many people had and many still have such hatred for the Jews.  Disdain for 
others is just another name for being judgmental.  What should have been the response of the 
Israelites?  It should have been humility and a sense of responsibility for their own situation of 
being God’s chosen people and compassion and concern (rather than judgment) toward others.   
 
God is Patient with Us - 2:1-5 
1 Therefore you have no excuse, everyone of you who passes judgment, for in that which you judge another, you 
condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same things. 2 And we know that the judgment of God rightly falls 
upon those who practice such things. 3 But do you suppose this, O man, when you pass judgment on those who 
practice such things and do the same yourself, that you will escape the judgment of God? 4 Or do you think lightly of 
the riches of His kindness and tolerance and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to 
repentance? 5 But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the 
day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God,  Romans 2:1-5 (NASB95) 
 Paul had just completed an enumeration of the way many people in the world operate and 
the behavior that was typical of people who either have deadened their moral compass or choose 



to ignore what they did know based on “natural light” about “right and wrong” behavior.  Paul 
also reminded his readers of the consequences of such behavior – it results in the wrath of God 
which is the ultimate consequence of all ungodliness and unrighteousness.  The tendency of the 
“religious” Jews was to think that the Gentiles certainly deserved the judgment that they would 
receive.  The Jews came to that conclusion because they knew (being informed by the Law) that 
the actions of the Gentiles were certainly not pleasing to God.   
 When we (as Christians) hear about people who do terrible things today and especially if 
they are not caught, then we may have a tendency to think that they will eventually get what they 
deserve and spend eternity in hell.  You have likely heard people say something like that and you 
may have even thought it.  This is the exact thing Paul was warning the Jews about in this letter 
to the church in Rome.  This is a passage that would apply to the church today and not just to the 
Jews of the first century.   
 We can certainly argue that we do not engage in the depraved and degrading activities as 
those who commit murder, practice homosexual activity, or idolatry.  If we look back to the 
things that Paul listed for the Gentiles, we find a lot of things that could apply to us even today 
that have nothing to do with things we would characterize as degrading passions and indecent 
acts.  We could start with gossiping and being arrogant and include a lot of church people.  If we 
toss in envy and not being trustworthy we might come close to implicating just about everybody.  
We haven’t even mentioned insolence, bragging, and disobedience to parents.  If these things are 
examples of unrighteousness and ungodliness then we can readily agree with Paul’s statement in 
Roman 3:23 that all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.   
 Even the Jews would have agreed with Paul’s claim that they had done some of the things 
in Paul’s list of examples of behaviors that are displeasing to God.  If we quiz Christians about 
their behavior, then most (if not all) would readily agree that they fall short of what they should 
do.  The problem is not in the realization that we are guilty, the problem comes from thinking 
that we should be free from judgment because (in the case of the Jews) they were God’s chosen 
people and (in the case of Christians) because we are saved.  The irony of the situation is that the 
Jews who were chosen by God and given the Law were not exempt from the observance and 
keeping of that law but were, in fact, more accountable than those who were without the law.  
For Christians who have been born again of the Spirit of God and have His laws written upon 
their hearts, the responsibility and accountability are even greater going beyond actions but also 
include the thoughts and intents of the heart.  
 Paul makes an interesting observation in verse four regarding God’s patience, tolerance, 
and kindness.  Think about your dealing with your children or grandchildren.  If you are patient 
and tolerant with them when they misbehave, how do they interpret your tolerance?  Likely, they 
will think that what they are doing is OK and they will continue with the bad behavior and may 
be even get worse until someone loses his or her patience.  We might expect children to take 
advantage of such a situation because they haven’t developed the ability to logically think things 
through to a long-range conclusion.  What would be “reasonable” (from an adult point of view) 
would be for the child to realize that the tolerance and patience were an expression of kindness 
that saved him from getting the spanking that he should have had and that he should straighten 
up and be obedient from that point forward.  Paul saw that God’s patience and tolerance were an 
expression of His kindness that gives all of us a chance to “get it right” without having to suffer 
an immediate consequence of disobedience.  If we just charge ahead with the same old behavior 
(or even worse behavior), then the consequences just accumulate and judgment will eventually 
come.   



 The heart or root of the problem is explicitly stated by Paul in verse five.  The problem is 
stubbornness and the unwillingness to repent or change the direction in which we are going.  
This actually gets back to an even more basic issue and that is “who is Lord in our lives?”  When 
you start analyzing that issue, then you could trace it back to the first of the Ten Commandments 
– you shall have no other gods before Me.   
 Warren Wiersbe observed that God’s judgment is according to truth (verse 2:2).  He does 
not have one standard for the Jews and another for the Gentiles.  One who reads the list of sins in 
Romans 1:29–32 cannot escape the fact that each person is guilty of at least one of them. There 
are “sins of the flesh and of the spirit” (2 Cor. 7:1); there are “prodigal sons” and “elder 
brothers” (Luke 15:11–32). In condemning the Gentiles for their sins, the Jews were really 
condemning themselves. As the old saying puts it, “When you point your finger at somebody 
else, the other three are pointing at you.”  
 
God is Impartial Toward Us - 2:6-11 
6 who WILL RENDER TO EACH PERSON ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS: 7 to those who by perseverance in doing good seek 
for glory and honor and immortality, eternal life; 8 but to those who are selfishly ambitious and do not obey the truth, 
but obey unrighteousness, wrath and indignation. 9 There will be tribulation and distress for every soul of man who 
does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek, 10 but glory and honor and peace to everyone who does good, to the 
Jew first and also to the Greek. 11 For there is no partiality with God.  Romans 2:6-11 (NASB95) 
 Not only is God’s judgment according to truth it is also according to deeds.  The 
judgment that is being stored up will be poured out at the time of judgment.  The administration 
of the judgment will not depend on whether one is an Israelite or not and it will not matter 
whether a person has his or her name on a membership role of a church.  Does this mean that 
eternal life is the reward for good living?  The answer has to be “no” since the Scriptures clearly 
teach that our salvation is not a result of “works of righteousness that we have done.”  A person 
who consistently does good deeds shows that his heart has been regenerated and He has been 
born again of the Spirit of God.  Paul was dealing here with the consistent actions of a person’s 
life, the total impact of his character and conduct.  True saving faith results in obedience and 
godly living, even though there may be occasional falls.  When God measured the deeds of the 
Jews, He found them to be as wicked as those of the Gentiles.  The fact that the Jews 
occasionally celebrated a feast or even regularly honored the Sabbath Day did not change the 
fact that their consistent daily life was one of disobedience to God.  God’s blessings did not lead 
them to repentance and faith in Him as their source of salvation.  
 Just as consistency in righteous living and in doing good deeds is evidence of having a 
regenerate heart; consistency in unrighteousness, stubbornness, rebellion and disobedience is 
evidence of having a degenerate heart.  Each set of behaviors has its predictable consequences in 
this life and in the next.  In general, those who conduct themselves in an honorable and righteous 
manner can anticipate recognition of their lives as being admirable and worthy of respect even 
after they have died.  We actually see such recognition of many people who lives honorable lives 
and were known for their good deeds.  They are respected and honored even in the memory 
people have of them.  Those who are consistent in doing the wrong things or even things that are 
blatantly evil have a well-earned reputation that could be described as disdainful or dishonorable.  
You may know some who are misjudged in this life, but we have the assurance that the ultimate 
judgment will be impartial and according to truth.  
 
God Offers to Forgive Us - 3:21-26 
21 But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the 
Prophets, 22 even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe; for there is no 



distinction; 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being justified as a gift by His grace through 
the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; 25 whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. 
This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously 
committed; 26 for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, so that He would be just and the 
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.  Romans 3:21-26 (NASB95) 
 In the early part of the letter to the church at Rome, Paul focused on the “natural light” or 
laws of nature that were guides to all people with regard to what was acceptable and 
unacceptable behavior and those who did the right thing (being obedient to the basic tenants of 
their conscience and observance of cause and effect) were “rewarded” with good health, long 
life, a measure of success, etc.  Those who ignored the available wisdom suffered the 
consequences of their wrong behavior.  Paul then moved to those who had been blessed with the 
Law (given by God through Moses) which was a better revelation of acceptable and 
unacceptable behavior and what God expected from people.  In both case, that which was 
revealed (by nature and by the Law) was the righteousness of God.   
 Paul then moved to the next step in the revelation of God’s righteousness that does not 
use “nature” or the Mosaic law and that is His righteousness revealed in and through Jesus 
Christ.  This righteousness of God does not contradict the righteousness revealed in nature and 
the Law but is a fuller revelation of that same righteousness.  This righteousness which is 
obtained through (or by) faith in Jesus Christ is available to all people (Jew or Gentile) who 
believe and trust in the completed work of Jesus Christ as the necessary and sufficient remedy 
for the sinful condition of all people.  This sinfulness was a problem not only for the Gentiles but 
also for the Jews; therefore, all are in need of the remedy that God provided (impartially) through 
Christ.  Paul clearly states that this righteousness is a gift of God’s grace and, therefore, is not 
dependent on our works or deeds to partake of His righteousness.   
 Here we see the ultimate outcome of God’s patience and tolerance in that He does not 
make us pay the penalty for our sins (the wages of sin is death)  if we would accept and receive 
the redemption that God provided for us in Christ Jesus.   
 


