
IT’S ALL ABOUT GRACE 
Romans 5:1-21 

  
 We hear a lot in the news and national debates over entitlements and the implications of 
having an entitlement mentality.  If we say we are entitled to something, then we are essentially 
claiming that someone owes us something or that we deserve some benefit.  There are legitimate 
situations in which people are entitled to something.  A simple example is that parents are 
entitled to respect (honor) from their children.  Children are entitled to be loved and nourished by 
their parents.  The founding fathers of our nation mentioned some entitlements in the Declaration 
of Independence such as life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.  There may be contracts that 
people agree to regarding responsibilities and entitlements that define the way the participants 
are to behave and what they can expect.   
 How many times have we heard of people who protest loudly when they do not receive 
the beneficial entitlements they should have and, in some cases, those they just think they should 
have?  It is rare to find someone who will protest that they did not receive a penalty they 
deserved or were entitled to receive.  Most of us are very glad when we “don’t get caught” when 
we do something wrong and we are also glad when we receive more benefit than we thought we 
were entitled to have.  The extra undeserved benefit is what grace is about.  We tend to take such 
grace for granted and tend to be unaware of how much we are blessed.  The more aware we are 
of the grace that has been bestowed upon us, the more gracious we will be toward others.   
 
We Have Peace and Hope  – 5:1-5 
1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom 
also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory 
of God. 3 And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; 
4 and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope; 5 and hope does not disappoint, because the love 
of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.  Romans 5:1-5 
(NASB95) 
 You may have noticed that while we emphasize the “good news” of the Bible, there is 
also an element of “bad news” that is found in the Scriptures.  We read such truths that “it is 
appointed unto man, once to die and then the judgment” and we also see such statements that 
“there is none righteous, no, not one” and we see a proclamation that “the wages of sin is death” 
and we starting looking for the “other side of the coin” or the “good news.”  There is obviously a 
dynamic tension between Paul’s teaching that a person is justified before God when that person 
believes and the biblical truth that a day of divine judgment will be faced by all.  That should 
bring up the question of “Can I be sure that my justification now will do any good on the day of 
judgment?”  We find Paul’s answer in this passage.  
 The “peace with God” assures us that we are not threatened by the wrath of God that 
comes upon the unrighteous, but (instead) we are given promises that we will experience God’s 
glory which could be considered the opposite of His wrath.  This cessation of hostilities is 
certainly a reason for rejoicing.   
 It is one thing for you to be at peace with your neighbor, and then it is essentially a 
relationship of not doing any harm or having a neutral stance with regard to him.   It is a 
significantly better situation to be in a position of being favored by someone.  If your neighbor is 
in your favor, then you might mow his lawn when he is on vacation, you could share vegetables 
from your garden, you might pick up his mail when he is away, and do things that would be 
beneficial to him.  Paul credits the faith we have as being responsible for moving us beyond 



“peace with God” and into a favorable relationship with Him.  This favorable relationship is 
called grace.  While justification ensures that we will not be condemned in the judgment to 
come, grace gives us hope that we will share in the magnificence that is associated with God.  As 
John wrote in 1 John 3:2, “but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we 
shall see Him as He is.”   
 The fact that we are justified now and we have hope (in the future) of the glory of God 
does not exclude us from problems in this life.  What about dealing with the “here and now?”  
How are we to view the problems that we experience in life?  It rains on the just and the unjust.  
People get sick, family members die, and some may lose their jobs.  We have troubles and 
tribulations.  The proper way to approach such afflictions is to see them as situations that 
strengthen us and help us in adjusting our values from those that are worldly to those that are 
eternal.  Paul saw a path from problems to patience and from patience to proof of the presence of 
the new man that reinforces our assurance of the promises that are yet to be experienced; that is, 
our hope.  This sequence described by Paul is a precursor to what Paul would later write in 
Romans 8:28 (all things work together for good, etc.) and in the first part of Romans chapter 12 
about being transformed by the renewing of our minds.  
 Verse five presents an interesting claim that the hope (confident assurance) we have will 
not disappoint us because God’s love is poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit.  As 
Christians we have God in us in the Person of the Holy Spirit.  Since He is the Source of our new 
life, then we experience the very character of God (God is Love) in the essence of our being 
(heart) on a continuing basis.  This presence of God is the down payment (earnest) of our 
inheritance (the glory of God) and is the proof or assurance or confidence that everything that 
God has promised will be fulfilled.  (See also Ephesians 1:14.)   
 
We Have God’s Love – 5:6-11 
6 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one will hardly die for a 
righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own 
love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified by 
His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him. 10 For if while we were enemies we were 
reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 
11 And not only this, but we also exult in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 
the reconciliation.  Romans 5:6-11 (NASB95) 
 While the answer seems quite obvious to us, there was probably a question in the mind of 
the early Christians about the nature of “God’s love.”  In this section, Paul describes just how 
great the God-kind of love is.   
 Added to the inward reality of God’s love being poured out for us through the indwelling 
presence of the Holy Spirit we have the outward reality of God’s great love demonstrated in the 
cross of Christ.  In our human way of thinking, it is inconceivable for someone to die in the place 
of another person who was not deserving.  This is exactly what Jesus did for sinful mankind.   
 Simply stated, "In our weakness, we could not save ourselves."  Our weakness is a result 
of our inherited traits to sin.  Mankind is inherently weak and sinful.  In the world in which we 
live, we do not have to look very far to see the results of man's sinful nature.  We can look back 
only a few years and see evidence that the expression of this sinful nature is becoming more and 
more open and defiant.  As we hear of depravity, we are repulsed and shy away from those who 
are living sin-filled lives.  We tend to think that they get what they deserve and secretly hope that 
"they" will just go away.   
 But wait!  Stop and ask yourself, "What would have been the outcome for mankind if 
God had the same attitude we have toward sinners?"  As we consider this, we get some idea of 



the kind of love God has for people.  It is a love that is beyond our comprehension.  As Paul tried 
to put God's love into perspective, we might imagine that someone would be capable of giving 
his life to enable a really good and worthwhile person to live, but who would do such a thing to 
enable a really bad person to live.    However, this is exactly what the love of God did.  "While 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us."  Fortunately, God did not use the standards of the world 
to measure us for worthiness, but acted out of His nature. 
 The concept of being reconciled is related to the concept of being justified.  In parallel 
statements, Paul said we are "justified by His blood" and "reconciled to God by the death of His 
Son."  Both these concepts speak to the misalignment of mankind with God because of sin and 
they speak to the means by which the misalignment can be made right.  Since the penalty for sin 
is death, then that debt can be paid only by a death.  This is where the grace of God comes to our 
rescue.  If we are required to pay our debt, then it is all over with and “nihilism” becomes 
“realism.”  However, by God's grace, Jesus paid the penalty for sin by His blood which then 
enabled us to be acceptable to God.  As we (by an act of faith) come under the provisions of 
what God has done for us by His grace, then we are "reconciled to" or "brought back into 
harmony with" God.  This situation is made possible by the death of Christ.   
 If God loved us with such a great love when we were in rebellion against Him, then we 
should see even greater benefits abound from that love now that we are reconciled to Him.  One 
of those benefits is being saved from the consequences of a life that continues in sin.  Paul 
referred to these consequences as the wrath of God.  In a parallel statement in verse 10 Paul used 
the phrase "saved by His life."  It is the fact that Jesus lives in and through us who have been 
born again that enables us to align our lives with the will of God and thus avoid the inevitable 
consequence of sin.  Knowing that we are at one with God and that we are the object of His 
pleasure should bring great confidence and joy to our lives. 
 
Why We Need Reconciliation – 5:12-14 
12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all 
men, because all sinned— 13 for until the Law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 14 

Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those who had not sinned in the likeness of the 
offense of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come.  Romans 5:12-14 (NASB95) 
 The parallels and contrasts of Adam and Jesus Christ give us insight and understanding of 
mankind's situation.  If we are "saved by the life of Christ" it is because His nature is in us by the 
new birth – our spirits have been born of the Spirit of God.  In a similar manner, we were 
doomed to wrath because the nature of Adam was in us by reason of our physical birth.  We 
inherited the "Adamic nature" and were under the rule of sin and death ("the soul that sins, it 
shall die") in much the same way the child of a slave is also the property of the slave owner.  
Therefore, all that are "in Adam" are subject to judgment that leads to condemnation -- "the 
wages of sin is death."  In the same way, all that are "in Christ" and are "born of the Spirit" are 
subject to the law of grace and faith -- "for by grace are you saved through faith" -- "but the gift 
of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ, our Lord."   
 Some would argue that by keeping the law (living in sinless perfection) that they should 
not come under the condemnation of the law of sin and death – in other words that they should 
have eternal life.  Paul’s counter argument in verses 12 and 13 amounts to saying that all human 
beings are classified as sinners because of the inherited nature they obtain through Adam.  Even 
before the “law” was given, people sinned but since there was not a “standard” available, the 
error was not counted against the person committing the error.  The consequence of sin was still 
in operation in that people died during this time – not because they did what Adam did, but 



simply because they were descendants of Adam.  We can make the statement that the fault was 
literally “inborn” and what mankind “did or did not do” could not change that truth.  Therefore, 
all mankind needed reconciliation.   
 
We Have Eternal Life – 5:15-21 
15 But the free gift is not like the transgression. For if by the transgression of the one the many died, much more did 
the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abound to the many. 16 The gift is not like 
that which came through the one who sinned; for on the one hand the judgment arose from one transgression 
resulting in condemnation, but on the other hand the free gift arose from many transgressions resulting in 
justification. 17 For if by the transgression of the one, death reigned through the one, much more those who receive 
the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ. 18 So then as 
through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one act of righteousness there 
resulted justification of life to all men. 19 For as through the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, 
even so through the obedience of the One the many will be made righteous. 20 The Law came in so that the 
transgression would increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 21 so that, as sin reigned in 
death, even so grace would reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Romans 5:15-
21 (NASB95) 
 At the end of verse 14, Paul started to examine Adam and Jesus Christ in a parallel 
manner.  The examination was not so much to compare the similarities as it was to contrast the 
differences.  This “contrast” is what is meant by the words in the first part of verse 15: “the free 
gift is NOT like the transgression.”   
 The contrast between Adam and Christ shows up in the seven verses in this section.  The 
comments are adapted from the Bible Knowledge Commentary by Walvood and Zuck.     
15: Because of Adam’s transgression many died.  Because of Christ’s grace, many are justified. 
16: Adam gave us judgment and condemnation.  In Christ the many sins resulted in much more 
grace that leads to justification. 
17: Through Adam’s sin, death reigned.  Through Christ, believers reign in life. 
18: Through an act of trespass, condemnation came upon all.  Through Christ’s act of 
righteousness, justification is offered to all. 
19: Because of the disobedience of Adam, many were constituted as sinners.  Because of the 
obedience of Christ, many were constituted as righteous. 
20: Sin was shown to be abounding through the law.  In Christ, God’s grace abounded even 
more.  
21: Sin reigned in death.  Grace reigns in eternal life. 
 
 The bottom line is that the terrible and hopeless situation of death and condemnation in 
judgment that came upon all humanity is such that people cannot escape the consequences in 
their own strength; however, God (through His grace) is more than adequate to rescue anyone 
who will put their trust in what He has provided in His Son.  That is the good news of what grace 
is all about.   


