
STRONG OR WEAK IN THE FAITH?

In Romans 14, Paul addressed comments to those who are “strong” and
admonished them to accept or receive those who are “weak” in the faith.  In Romans 15,
Paul again addressed the “strong” to be considerate of those who are “weak.”  

Could we have a show of hands of those who are “strong” in the faith?  Not many
(any) hands went up.  So, are we saying this admonition really doesn’t apply to any of us
– since we are not “strong” in the faith.  

Let’s consider this: which would be physically stronger a 4-year old child or a 7-
year old child?  Would that distinction have a lot of significance compared to the a world
champion weight lifter?  The 7-year old is stronger than the 4-year old but both are weak
in an absolute sense.  We could make the argument that all of us – even the strongest
Christians – are weak compared to where we could (or even should) be.  

So, in a relative sense all of us could say that we are “strong” in the faith
compared to someone else.  In the same way, we find that we are “weak” in the faith
compared to someone else.  Ironically, some of the weaknesses that Paul wrote about in
Chapter 14 were probably considered to be strengths by those who carried certain beliefs
(say, about eating meat).  

(Could explore some of the beliefs we have today that are evidences of being weak
in the faith.  Examples might be: mandatory daily Bible reading, saying prayer before you
go to sleep, thinking you cannot eat a meal without saying grace, refusal to drink anything
with alcohol in it, not going to the movies, refusing to go to the beach, not wearing
cosmetics, using only the King James Version of the Bible, making people stand up when
you read Scriptures, not going to a restaurant on Sunday, etc.  – notice that the things
listed tend toward greater piety)

Let’s look at Paul’s words about being considerate of others. 
15:1 We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please ourselves. (NIV)

The word “bear” means to take up as a “burden.”  If it is a burden, then we would alter
our behavior to something that we would not normally do.  

Why would we NOT normally do the things a “weaker” Christian might do? 
Because we do not believe that it makes any difference to God.  Now, if it doesn’t make
any difference to God, then we ought to do what we would like to do.  Right?  Not
necessarily!  That’s the point Paul was making.  In our Christian walk, we have three
things (relationships) to consider.  Number one: Our relationship with God.  (We could
picture this as the Vertical relationship.)  The Second relationship is that with others:
(This would be the Horizontal relationship.)  What’s the third component?? My
relationship to myself and your relationship to yourself.  We can show the vertical and
horizontal relationship and it forms a picture of the cross.  How do we depict the
relationship to self?  (It is hanging on the cross – it is crucified with Christ.)  

What happens to the relationship with others if the “vertical” part of the structure
is not present?  The horizontal piece has no place to rest expect upon the ground (or the
lowest level possible).  If the relationship with God is not as it should be, then we will not



be able to carry out what Paul tells us to do in verse 2.  
15:2  Each of us should please his neighbor for his good, to build him up.
We could ask the question that the lawyer asked of Jesus, “Who is my neighbor?” 

The answer is “people with whom you come in contact.”  Neighbors are not limited to
church members or just close acquaintances.  Now, does that mean we should go along
with anything and everything people do and the only criterion being to “please our
neighbor?”  Absolutely NOT!  The criterion is that it must be for his GOOD and to
BUILD HIM UP.  There is a lot of difference in just ignoring what your neighbor is doing
and/or accommodating your actions to please him “no matter what” and feeling an
obligation to do things that are in his best interest.  

Another reason for not exercising your freedom in Christ without consideration of
that exercise on others is the example given to us by Jesus.  

3a  For even Christ did not please himself
Jesus sought not his own ease, pleasure, profit, honor, and glory, but to do his

Father’s will and work ( John 4:34).  He always did the things which pleased the Father,
in his obedience, sufferings, and death; and sought not his own, but God’s glory.  This is
the vertical relationship.  This is number one priority.  We must make sure that whatever
we do, we are pleasing to the Lord.  After we have satisfied that requirement, then the
other things (that we have determined do not matter to God) can be addressed.  

Still looking at the example of Jesus:  what he did and suffered were not for
himself, but for us; he became incarnate for us; he obeyed, suffered, and died for us; he
came not to be ministered to, and treated as an earthly prince, enjoying his own ease and
pleasure, but to minister to others ( Mt 20:28).  He appeared in the form of a servant, did
the work of a servant in life, and at last became obedient to death, even the death of the
cross (Ph 2:7,8). 

Of course, when we follow Christ’s example, people will think very highly of us,
they will respect us and give us all sorts of compliments.  Right?  Wrong!!  

3b  but, as it is written: "The insults of those who insult you have fallen on me."
We can expect to be treated as Christ was treated.  He was scorned, insulted and

crucified.  Yet, He did not back away from what He was to do.  
What is the typical reaction of most church members today when they are involved

in the work of the church and someone criticizes them?  “If they don’t appreciate what I
do, then I just won’t do anything else!”  Is that what Jesus did?  Absolutely NOT!

Paul reached back in prophetic history and pulled a verse from Psalms 69:9 to link
the actions of Christ and the results He accomplished to what is expected of us and, by
implication, the anticipated results that will come when we follow the example of Christ.  

4  For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.
Everything: All of scripture is important.  We are not to just pick and choose the

parts we like and ignore the rest.  Sometimes our modern-day theology is the gospel
according to Picadilly.  We treat the word of God as if it were a cafeteria.  Jesus, Himself
said, that we shall live by every word of God.

To Teach Us: What is the lesson from Psalms 69:9?  We cannot expect to be



treated any better than Jesus was treated.  Another lesson: you will likely be
unappreciated - so get used to it.
  Endurance: We will not get the job done by giving up and retreating.  

Encouragement of Scriptures: How do the scriptures encourage us?  The promises
of God are sure.  Notice that Endurance and Encouragement work together – we need
both.  These work together to produce HOPE.  

I knew that hope was related to the promises of God – hope must be based on
something. It is not just wishful thinking.  But just knowledge of the promises does not
produce hope unless it is combined with endurance.  Dropping out and giving up does not
fit into the normal Christian’s behavior.  If we do drop out and give up then we have no
hope and since faith is the substance of things hoped for, then our faith will be faulty. A
faith that fails before the finish was faulty from the first.  

5 ¶ May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as
you follow Christ Jesus,  6  so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
It appears that these two verses have the emphasis switching to the relationships

we have in the church with those who follow Christ.  (Paul started out writing about those
who were strong and weak in the faith and then he used the term neighbor which we
expanded to include interaction with all people.  That may be more than Paul intended,
because he is now back to relationship among believers.)  

We see benefit that comes from refusing to have our own way (to be pleasing to
ourselves) in thing that are not critical to salvation.  That benefit is unity in the body of
Christ.  Unity in the body results in God being glorified.  

How well does this work in the church?  To varying degrees – it cannot work in
the strength of self.   Notice that “endurance” and “encouragement” are characteristics
given by God.  He has to be the Source of our endurance and encouragement.  Notice that
the “spirit of unity” is also a gift from God.  

It is humbling to realize that all is of God – we bring nothing to the party.  He is
the provider of all.  I think we realize that even our faith is a gift from God (Eph 2:8-9). 
Now we see that the patience and consolation (endurance and encouragement) that lead to
hope are also from God.  Every need, He is providing!!  

The manifestation of this unity is that we are of “one accord.”  We see this
translated as “one mind” and “one heart” but it all boils to all of us have the same purpose
and that we articulate (one mouth) that purpose among ourselves and to the world around
us.  The result is that God will be glorified.  Jesus told us how the Father is glorified:  

John 15:8  Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. 
We will not be bearing fruit (either the fruit or the Spirit or new souls born into the

Kingdom of God) unless we can get over the petty differences that are sometimes nothing
more than a source of pride to us and have little or no concern to God.  

7 ¶ Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.
Paul came back, full circle to where he started in Chapter 14, verse 1.  Accept one

another and the ultimate reason is to bring praise and glory to God.  Isn’t that what it’s all
about?  We bring glory to God by showing His love to our fellow man.  To do that we
must put self aside and make it of none effect – that’s the work of the cross.  


