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CHALLENGED TO SERVE
What makes the church the church?  There have been various analogies to describe or define

the church.  In Paul's writings we discover that the church is made up of the "sons of God," the
church is the "bride of Christ,"  it is the "army of God," as members of the church we are "fellow
citizens with the saints and members of the household of God," we are "God's workmanship," the
"temple of God," and the "body of Christ."  As such we bear a special relationship to God and this
relationship has significant benefits to us, but it also carries with it significant responsibilities to God
and to each other.  As members of the church we have two directions in which to focus.  We must
look up and we must look out.  We look up in our relationships and responsibilities to God and we
look out in our relationships and responsibilities to each other.  

The first and most important relationship is the upward one.  Unless we have been born again
of the Spirit of God and have made Jesus Lord of our lives, letting Him reside in us as the King of
kings and Lord of lord, then we will never get the outward relationships right.  If we think of the
upward relationship in terms of the upright part of the cross, then the horizontal member of the cross
could represent the outward relationships.  If the upright part is not in place, the horizontal part has
no choice of where to be and is left lying in the dust or the mud at an elevation lower than what it
could and should be.  This is why so many people-to-people relationships are not on a higher plane.
Low level relationships (or low relationship levels) are especially tragic in the operation and
outworking of the church because it reflects poorly on our Lord and such failures keep others from
finding the salvation for which God came to earth in the person of Jesus Christ and died for our
redemption.  I have heard non-Christians (that have seen how certain Christians behave) comment
that they had "rather go to hell than be like so-and-so."  If that is not tragic, then nothing is.  We have
serious responsibilities to each other in the church.

ROMANS 15:1-2  I wonder if Paul is not using the term "strong" in a tongue-in-cheek
fashion.  Even the strongest Christians are weak.  If we are tempted "to please ourselves," then this
is evidence of inherent or potential weakness.  I have noticed the "boom" on large construction cranes
that are made up of relatively thin pieces of metal connected to each other in a triangular pattern.
Although each individual piece of metal is relatively weak, the boom is able to lift heavy loads.  Why?
Each piece is supported by the others.  

Unlike the pieces of metal in the crane boom, we, who are members of the church, have
choices of how we will interact and interconnect with others in the church.  As such, the church is
not fixed or unchanging but is dynamic and living and growing.  We grow not only individually but
as a whole.  What we do, not only influences how we grow and become stronger or weaker, but we
also can influence how others grow.  In other words, we can build each other up or tear each other
down.  I believe that this is true:  if we build up a fellow Christian, then the body of Christ becomes
stronger; but if we tear down another Christian, then the body of Christ becomes weaker.  This is
what Paul is talking about when he says that we should put forth effort to please our neighbor for his
good and to build him up.

ROMANS 15:3-6  I have heard many people ask the question, "Well, what about my rights?
I've got rights, too!"  I guess we do have rights.  But consider the fact that God has more rights than
anyone - this is what "the sovereignty of God" is all about!  He has total rights.  Whatever, He wants
is OK, by definition.  But He gave up these rights (pleased not Himself) and took on the condition
of a person in an enslaved society without any property or wealth and experienced the disdain of
those in political and religious power.  We say that Christ is our example.  Well, is He or is He not
our example?  He is our example only insofar as we model ourselves after Him.  If we model



ourselves after the way of the world, then we have, by default, chosen something or someone else as
our example.  

Paul appealed to these people to put the power of the presence of God in their lives to work
in having the mind of Christ in their relationship to each other.  The ultimate glory will go to God if
we do this because we realize that, in our own power, we do not have the capability to care for each
other in such an unselfish way.  It is only possible by the love of God which is given to us (shed
abroad in our hearts) by the Holy Spirit.

The other "proof" that Paul would produce for his readers was evidence of God's inclusion
of all people in the blessings that the Jews thought was exclusively for themselves.

ROMANS 15:7-12  The conclusion is that we must receive and accept one another in the
same way that Christ received and accepted us.  This is a difficult things to do - impossible - in our
own strength.  We know that the love that God showed to and for us in Christ is unconditional and
it is complete and full.  He gave His all and this worked to the glory of God.  This is way we should
love one another (unconditional, complete and full) and this is the purpose (the glory of God) for our
doing it.  

Jesus became a minister (servant) to the Jews so that the truth of the promises of God to the
Gentiles could be confirmed.  God had included all mankind in His eternal purposes when He created
man in His own image.  This purpose is accomplished only when salvation is available to everyone,
Jews and Gentiles.  This was not a new idea, the Old Testament had many references to God's
intention to make His salvation available to all mankind.  Paul quote several of these passages to
prove his point.

ROMANS 15:13  This is a prayer of Paul for the church.  This prayer is answered as we walk
in obedience to the word of God in the church.  We will have in our relationship (both upward and
outward) the joy and peace that comes from knowing that we are doing what is pleasing to God.  We
will have continuing hope as we see the power of God through His Holy Spirit working in our lives.
Folks, it doesn't get any better than this, this side of heaven!


