
JESUS’ REVELATION 
Revelation 1:1-8 

 
 When we hear the word “Apocalypse” or if some events are described as apocalyptic, we 
normally think of something terrible or bad and of epic proportions such as chaos and catastrophe.  
The word simply means “unveiling” or “exposing” the “whatever was hidden.”  From that 
definition, we would think that the intent would be to give us a clear picture of what was or is 
happening in the world around us.  In today’s world so many things are happening that just do not 
make sense to us because we don’t know what is going on behind the scenes and what is happening 
because of hidden agendas.  Wouldn’t it be wonderful for someone to expose or reveal all the 
hidden things that would explain what we can actually see happening?   
 We have witnessed crazy legislation that likely had its origins in a backroom deal between 
a lobbyist and a law maker so that some group or company could make a lot of money.  Or it 
might be an elaborate scheme to “legally” buy votes to keep a particular political party in power.  
It could also be as simple as a senator pushing a law to benefit the state he or she represents.  We 
know such things as these are happening because every now and then, there is a revelation or 
apocalypse that brings it to light.   
 On top of all such things that are going on in the world of business and politics, there is 
another level of “hidden” happenings that are occurring in the area of the “principalities and 
powers” in the spiritual realm that would be beneficial to know about.  How many times have we 
asked the question, “Who knows what’s going on?”  The answer to that question is often given by 
someone nearby who will reply, “God only knows!”   
 This is what the last book in the Bible is all about.  God does know and He shared that 
knowledge with the church.  When we read the book of Revelation, we can become very confused 
since we don’t understand a lot of the symbolism and we are not that familiar with the times in 
which it was written.  We also may be confused by not knowing what parts of the information had 
already happened that was presented simply as a background explanation.  We also are not sure 
about what parts would be fulfilled in the immediate future and what things were related to the 
far-distant future.  
 Like so much of the Bible, the letters or the histories and other literary expressions did 
apply to the times in which they were written PLUS there are universal truths in these documents 
that can be helpful in any setting.  If we can find these truths and learn from them, then we will 
benefit greatly from our study of this book.   
 In the overall context of the Bible, A. R. Fausset (1821-1910) noted that “Genesis presents 
before us man and his bride in innocence and blessedness, followed by man’s fall through Satan’s 
subtlety, and man’s consequent misery, his exclusion from Paradise and its tree of life and 
delightful rivers.  Revelation presents, in reverse order, man . . . made conqueror through the 
blood of the Lamb.”   He went on to note that instead of the first Adam and Eve, we see the 
second Adam (Christ) and the Church His spotless bride, in Paradise.  These have free access to 
the tree of life and the crystal water of life that flows from the throne of God.  “As Genesis 
foretold the bruising of the serpent’s head by the woman’s seed (Ge 3:15), so Revelation declares 
the final accomplishment of that prediction (Rev 19:1–20:15).” 
 
Revealed – 1:1-3 
1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His bond-servants, the things which must soon take 
place; and He sent and communicated it by His angel to His bond-servant John, 2 who testified to the word of God and 
to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. 3 Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the 



prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it; for the time is near.  Revelation 1:1-3 (NASB95) 
 The first word in this book (apocalypse) shows the purpose of it is to open up or pull back 
the curtain to show us what had to happen as a result of the way things were.  If we apply this to 
our situation today, we would put this in the present tense and say the purpose is to show us what 
HAS to happen as a result of the way things ARE.   
 How can we know what has to happen?  One way we can know is from a statement in the 
word of God in Malachi 3:6, “I am the Lord, I change not.”  That statement is like a two-edged 
sword.  As stated in Malachi, it referred to His mercy; but, as we know, God is also the righteous 
Judge.  If iniquity is a description of the way things are, then we know that the inevitable outcome 
is God’s righteous judgment.  We have the benefit of the Scriptures that tell us the judgment 
consequences of things such as child sacrifice, homosexual practices, and idolatry or rejecting and 
replacing God’s ways with our own ideas of good and evil.  The consequences were devastation 
and destruction.   
 The validity of the revelation that is given to us is based upon what God Himself said.  
This is in agreement with what Jesus said about the messages He presented during His earthly 
ministry.  In John 12:49, Jesus told them that He had not spoken on His own but was commanded 
what and how to say it by His Father.  In this Revelation that John recorded, Jesus passed on the 
message either through a messenger (angel), directly, or by an elder who was seated in the 
Heavenly council.  
 John was told that the consequences of God’s judgment (the “what must happen”) were 
going to take place “soon.”  Usually, such an expression makes us think of the immediate future; 
however, this can also mean that whatever happens will occur “suddenly” or even when you are 
not expecting it to happen.  This idea is in agreement with the accounts that Jesus related with 
regard to His return and/or the coming judgment on the Jews. This term does not necessarily 
address when it will happen but how rapidly it comes about.  The question of when it was to take 
place is addressed in the last part of verse three where we see “the time is near.”   
 We see in this account that the angel of the Lord “signified” the message to John.  
According to Warren Wiersbe this word tells that much of the message was to be given in symbols 
that would be familiar to the Christians of that day.  John then faithfully passed the information on 
to Christians associated with the churches of Asia Minor which is generally in the area of 
present-day Turkey.   
 It is thought that signs and symbols were extensively used to prevent the civil authorities 
from being able to see the message as a further reason for more persecution of the church.  It was, 
in effect, a coded message that the Roman government would not understand but those who were 
familiar with the Old Testament and the various first century Christian writings would understand.  
Another reason may have been the dramatic effect of using a term such as a “beast” rather than a 
“world dictator.”  In contrasting the world system of government with the church, a mental 
picture was given that contrasted a crude harlot with a purified bride.  The name given to the 
world system with its perverted values was Babylon the Great.  For those who were familiar with 
the Old Testament, this name and the mental picture of it spoke volumes to the intended recipients 
of this prophecy letter.  
 Most commentators place the time of John’s vision about the middle of the last decade of 
the first century.  This would have been toward the end of the reign of Roman emperor Titus 
Flavius Domitian.  His favorite title was Dominus et Deus noster (‘our Lord and God’) and he 
demanded that he be worshiped as God.  The writing of Eusebius (the third century) argued for an 
earlier date that was prior to A.D.  60.  That would have been during the reign of Nero as 
Emperor and it would have been prior to the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70.  Eusebius united 



the martyrdom of James, the beheading of Paul and the exile of John in his work Demonstrations 
of the Gospel.  The first two deaths are known to be under Nero.  Clement of Alexandria had 
related an account of John (during his exile) leading a young robber to repentance whom he had 
chased and caught.  If he were approximately ninety years old, then that would have been 
unlikely.  In the sixth century, Arethas contended that the sixth seal of the Apocalypse was related 
to the destruction of Jerusalem in A. D. 70.  Needless to say, not everyone agrees to the specific 
time frame but regardless of when, the church was under a time of persecution by “a beast” of a 
world leader.   
 We also see here the first of seven beatitudes (blessings) pronounce in this prophetic letter.  
Those who read and hear the words followed by taking appropriate action (obedience) will be 
blessed.   
 
Revered – 1:4-6 
4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace, from Him who is and who was and who is to 
come, and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn 
of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood— 
6 and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father—to Him be the glory and the dominion forever 
and ever. Amen.  Revelation 1:4-6 (NASB95) 
 In these verses we find that this “book” was a letter to be read to the churches in Asia 
Minor.  There were more than seven churches in that region, but in keeping with the strong 
symbolism of the numbers used throughout this message, the number seven was used.  One 
school of thought is that the implication was that seven being the number of completeness, the 
messages were really addressed to all churches wherever they were located and whenever they 
were to receive the message.   
 The greeting of “grace and peace” was fairly commonly used by early Christians as it 
combined a Greek salutation of good will (grace) and the Jewish salutation of Shalom or peace.  
Paul used it in some of his letter and John used mercy, grace, and peace in his second epistle.  
John evoked the idea of the triune God in identifying the source of the message he was sending to 
these churches.  His reference to God the Father as being the One Who Is, Who Was and Who Is 
to Come was likely a way of saying that God is the Eternal One without beginning or end.  Some 
have seen the use of the phrase “is to come” a reference to the second coming of Christ.  That 
could be a stretch since the subject is “the Father” rather than the “Son.”  The seven Spirits before 
God’s throne is generally thought to be a reference to the seven characteristics of the Holy Spirit 
mentioned in Isaiah 11:2.  “And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the 
LORD.”   
 God the Son was characterized as being the faithful witness which would likely be a 
reference to His ministry of revealing the character of God by His word and His works during His 
earthly ministry.  The reference to the first born of the dead would logically refer to His 
resurrection.  Finally, the Ruler of the kings of the earth would point to His being revealed as King 
of kings and Lord of lords as seen in the latter chapters of this book.   
 The first three verses were capped off with a promised blessing to those who heeded the 
message and these next three verses are capped off with a doxology of praise for the One Who 
brought salvation to all of us who are counted as bond-servants of God rather than bond-servants 
of the evil one.  As servants of the Most High God we find that we are elevated to the position of 
being a kingdom of priests unto God Who has the true dominion for ever.  The final words of this 
doxology were probably intended to be a counterpoint to the claims of the Roman emperors that 



they had dominion or rule over everything.  This same theme was revisited in the final chapters of 
the Revelation where we see Jesus being presented as the victorious King of kings and Lord of 
lords which was a not-so-subtle message that those who spoke arrogantly and boasted of their 
positions would not have the final victory.    
 
Returning – 1:7-8 
7 BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE CLOUDS, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the 
tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So it is to be. Amen. 8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, 
“who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.”  Revelation 1:7-8 (NASB95) 
 Many see verse seven as the general theme of the Revelation that Jesus is coming back.  
Some will say this verse is about the rapture of the church.  Others claim that it is about Christ 
returning to set up His kingdom on earth.  The argument is made in the Bible Knowledge 
Commentary that “Christ’s second coming, however, will be visible to the entire world including 
unbelievers, in contrast with His first coming at His birth in Bethlehem and in contrast with the 
future Rapture of the church, which probably will not be visible to the earth as a whole.”   
 The first part of verse seven is a quote from Daniel 7:13 in which Christ came into the 
presence of the Father (Ancient of Days) and was presented before Him.  This Daniel reference 
seems to be related to Christ returning to Heaven after the Ascension and presenting His completed 
work of salvation to the Father.  In Acts chapter 1, the followers of Christ saw Him ascend in the 
physical clouds and were told by an angel that they would see him return in the same manner.  
Since we are physical-world oriented, we naturally think in terms of Christ’s return in a physical 
cloud rather than a spiritual cloud.  We expect to see His return with our physical eyes rather than 
with our spiritual eyes.  Such a suggestion would be considered by many Christians to be 
bordering on heresy. 
 Daniel used the phrase “clouds of heaven” which could be an implication of a “spiritual 
cloud.”  Some have said that a fundamental theme of Revelation is the concept of redemption as 
the second exodus.  In the first exodus, the presence of God was represented by a cloud and many 
scholars see this cloud as representative of the Holy Spirit.  An argument could be made that (in 
salvation) Jesus comes to us in the person of the Holy Spirit (cloud) and that this same Spirit brings 
conviction (that lead to mourning) and repentance of our sins as indicated by John’s quote from 
Zechariah in the second part of verse seven.  Is it too much to say that verse seven is a picture of 
salvation?     
 Another possibility when all the tribes of the earth will be mourning over their rejection of 
Christ and having pierced Him will be at the Judgment.  Since Christ seems to travel in the 
“clouds” it is reasonable to think that He will come (in the clouds) to take His seat at the bar of 
Judgment.  There is no doubt about every eye seeing Him at that time.   
 As we can see there are many seemingly possible meanings of the pictures, signs and 
symbols that are found in this “unveiling” of the mysteries of God’s purposes and those things that 
must occur  as a consequence of all that is happening in the world.  Some contend that everything 
in this book has already happened and it applied to the world during the time in which John lived.  
Others see everything after chapter three as yet to happen in some future time.  Still others see this 
as presenting a panorama of the history of the church and some of it has occurred and other things 
are yet to come.  The one thing that we can know for certain is that God is eternal and He is on His 
throne and He is in control.  We can put our confidence in that truth while we discover and 
uncover other spiritual truths that are contained in this Revelation of Jesus Christ.   
  


