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THE LETTERS TO EPHESUS, SMYRNA, PERGAMOS, AND THYATIRA 
 
From The Revelation, Chapter 2 

This chapter contains the epistles to the churches at Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, and Thyatira.  
 
1 ¶ "To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of him who holds the 

seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven golden lamp stands: 
2  I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate 

wicked men, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found 
them false. 

3  You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown weary. 
4  Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love. 
5  Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. 

If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lamp stand from its place. 
6  But you have this in your favor: You hate the practices of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 
7  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, 

I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God. 
The Epistle To The Church At Ephesus:   

Description of Author:   He holds the pastors of the church in His right hand and walks 
among the churches.  (2:1).  This description is meant to encourage the church leadership in 
this time of persecution of all the churches.  Christ Himself holds the pastors in His right 
hand.  The right hand is the hand of strength and capability.  The fact that Christ walks 
among the lamp stands gives them assurance that Jesus in always in their midst.   
 The reference to the lamp stands is significant in that the consequences of their failure to 
correct a problem would be the removal of the lamp stand.   
Commendation:   Sometimes we work hard and think that no one knows or cares what we 
do.  No one knows or cares how difficult our situation is.  No one knows or cares that we 
have been faithful when it would have been easier to yield to temptation.  We take a stand 
against the ungodly practices in the world around us and it seems that it doesn’t matter to 
anyone.  We hold fast to the truth of the word of God and don’t get caught up in “easy 
believe-ism” and do this year after year and wonder if it really matters.  God is telling us, “It 
matters to Me and I know what’s happening in your life.  (2:2-3)  
Reproof:  For leaving her first love:  We have many churches and individual Christians who 
are faithful to their calling, they are good workers in the church, they give money, they are 
faithful in their attendance, they are model citizens of the community and the church but 
they really don’t love anyone but themselves and their own family.  They are quick to 
criticize, they are everyone’s conscience, they are sanctimonious, they are legalistic, and if 
they do something for someone it is out of a sense of duty and concern with what their 
neighbors might think about them.  If we are not operating out of a love that is pure then we 
have become a sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal.   
Advice:   To repent – change direction.  We know what true Christianity looks like.  We just 
don’t practice it.  We may have at one time.  We can remember (or should be able to 
remember how it used to be when we are filled with the love of God and we were feeding 
on the word every day.  Get back to that “first love.”  God looks at the intents of the hearts.  
What motivates us?   
Threat:   In case of non-repentance, their lamp stand will be removed.  Some churches are 
churches in name only.  The light within a church is because of the presence of the Spirit of 
God.   
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Additional Commendation:  For her abhorrence of some bad practices:  The Nicolaitians 
who committed fornication, adultery, and all uncleanness, and had their wives in common, 
and also ate things offered to idols; and  
Conclusion:   Exhortation to attention to what is written.  So often we hear but do not really 
learn or understand what we hear.  We just don’t get the message.  (2:7a)   
Promise:  To eat from the tree of life:  This may have been a euphemism for  “taking  on the 
character of Christ.”  (2:7b).   

 
********************************************************************* 
8 ¶ "To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: These are the words of him who is the First 

and the Last, who died and came to life again. 
9  I know your afflictions and your poverty—yet you are rich! I know the slander of those who 

say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 
10  Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in 

prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point 
of death, and I will give you the crown of life. 

11  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes will 
not be hurt at all by the second death. 
 

The Epistle To The Church At Smyrna:  
Description of Author:  The first and the last – Christ is eternal with the Father.  This again 
is reassuring for the churches that were in a time of trial and testing.  God is eternal in his 
qualities and He is unchanging and ever faithful.  He is also the Resurrected One.  He died 
and is now alive.  Therefore, He has conquered death and since we are in Him, then we are 
also victors over death.  (This description is used here since he later tells them that some of 
them may die in the coming persecution.)   
 The name of the city (Smyrna) literally means myrrh – a bitter gum and costly perfume 
which exudes from a tree or shrub in Arabia and Ethiopia, or is obtained by incisions made 
in the bark: as an antiseptic it was used for embalming.  Again, a reference to death.  
Smyrna was named for an embalming spice and Jesus was saying to the Church there that 
He did not need to be embalmed since He rose from death.   
Commendation:  Possesses true riches in spite of affliction and material poverty.  What 
would a person possess that would be considered by Christ to be true riches?  [Remember, 
He said that we are to lay up for ourselves riches in Heaven and not on earth, for where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also.]  (List)   
They were having to contend with religious people who claimed to be one thing (Jews – 
code word for the true Israel of God – true believers) but were satanic in practice in that they 
choose to survive in the midst of persecution by retreating into ritualistic practices adopted 
from Judaism and Pagan religions rather than living sacrificially and making an impact for 
the Kingdom of God on the world around them.  Is this a problem today in the world in 
which we live?  How many church are simply going through the motion of “religion” 
having blended in pagan traditions and cultic practices into the scheme of things and think 
that everything is OK even though nothing is being done in true worship, ministry to others, 
evangelism, etc.  (2:8,9)  
Reproof:  (None given) – Some times the greater the persecution, the greater the 
faithfulness.   
Advice: Exhorts to faithfulness and constancy in the face of additional (but limited) 
persecution.  The Bible warns us that those who live Godly in Christ Jesus will suffer 
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persecution.  We see also that in the last days, there will be intense persecutions of the 
church.  However, it will come to an end and the Church will be victorious.   
Threat:  (None needed) 
Additional Commendation:  (None) 
Conclusion:  Believe the truth and act upon – heed what you hear.   
Promise:  Security from the second death (eternal life) to the persevering and conquering 
Christian, (2:11)  

 
******************************************************************** 
12 ¶ "To the angel of the church in Pergamum write: These are the words of him who has the 

sharp, double-edged sword. 
13  I know where you live—where Satan has his throne. Yet you remain true to my name. You 

did not renounce your faith in me, even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was 
put to death in your city—where Satan lives. 

14  Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: You have people there who hold to the 
teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin by eating food sacrificed 
to idols and by committing sexual immorality. 

15  Likewise you also have those who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 
16  Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will fight against them with the 

sword of my mouth. 
17  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who 

overcomes, I will give some of the hidden manna. I will also give him a white stone with a 
new name written on it, known only to him who receives it. 

 
The Epistle To The Church At Pergamos:    

Description of Author:  One Who has the sharp double-edged sword.  The only weapon we 
have to defend ourselves (as the church and as individual Christians) is the Word of God 
that is sharper than a two-edged sword.  The name Pergamos literally means “height or 
elevation” that is derived from a word that means tower.   In the Old Testament altar to false 
gods were located in “high places” – on tops of hills or (as in the case of Babel) in a tower.  
One of the problems in this city was Satanic oppression of the entire area.  The town was 
known for the invention and manufacture of parchment.  Parchment was some on which 
“words” were written and the city had a great library.  So when Christ referred to Himself as 
having a sharp double-edge sword (which is understood to be the Word of God), we see that 
He is saying that He is the “Word” that count; that is, the word of God.   
Commendation:  Remains true (faithful) to the “name” (character) of Christ in spite of being 
in an area of great satanic spiritual oppression.  Some had experienced death for their belief.  
(2:12,13)  
Reproof:  Tolerated false teachings in the church and false practices that were related to 
pagan forms of worship.  John Gill relates this to ritualistic sexual acts and the introduction 
of some of the Roman Catholic practices (believing that the communion bread actually 
became the body of Christ).  We see also the Nicolaitans mentioned here.  False teaching 
within the church is a problem today also.  The “other religion” today is secular humanism – 
man must save himself.  We also have elements of New Age religion and Eastern mysticism 
that have crept into the modern church.   
Advice:  Turn away for all false beliefs and practices.   
Threat:  Spiritual intervention – Christ would send someone to bring the truth of the Word 
of God to bear on the situation in Pergamos.   
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Additional Commendation:  (None) 
Conclusion:  Heed the word you have heard.   
Promise:  Give hidden manna and a new name.  Part of the problem in this church was 
eating food sacrificed to idols – that may have been the trans-substitution problem – or it 
could be related to people falsely believing that they took on the character of the idols to 
which the food was sacrificed.  The alternative is for them (and us) to desire true spiritual 
food which is the Word of God and not be partaking of false doctrines, etc. 
 The white stone and a new name:  This is a reference to the award given to winners at 
the Olympic Games.  They were given a white stone with their name on as a trophy.  Also, it 
could mean simply that Christ will give His approval – judgments were sometimes 
determined by the “jury” tossing in a white or black stone into an urn as a way to vote via 
secret ballot.   

************************** 
18 ¶ "To the angel of the church in Thyatira write: These are the words of the Son of God, 
whose eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like burnished bronze. 
19  I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service and perseverance, and that you are now 
doing more than you did at first. 
20  Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a 
prophetess. By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of 
food sacrificed to idols. 
21  I have given her time to repent of her immorality, but she is unwilling. 
22  So I will cast her on a bed of suffering, and I will make those who commit adultery with her 
suffer intensely, unless they repent of her ways. 
23  I will strike her children dead. Then all the churches will know that I am he who searches 
hearts and minds, and I will repay each of you according to your deeds. 
24  Now I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, to you who do not hold to her teaching and have 
not learned Satan’s so-called deep secrets (I will not impose any other burden on you): 
25  Only hold on to what you have until I come. 
26  To him who overcomes and does my will to the end, I will give authority over the nations— 
27  ‘He will rule them with an iron scepter; he will dash them to pieces like pottery’— just as I 
have received authority from my Father. 
28  I will also give him the morning star. 
29  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 
 

Description of Author:    Son of God:   The highest title (apart from His identity as God) given 
to the Christ – we see that He is deity.  The strong masculine title was to counter the 
feminine influence of “Jezebel.”  (More on that later.) 
Eyes are like blazing fire:  Speaks of Christ Omniscience.  Searches hearts and minds – See 
also Heb 4:12 (dividing asunder thoughts and intents of the heart)   It was said that Augustus 
Caesar had fiery eyes.  This reference to the appearance of Christ would be interpreted by 
the church that was under the persecution of Rome to mean that Jesus is greater than Caesar.     
Feet are like burnished bronze:  The name of this city (Thyatira – literally means odor of 
affliction) is thought to be an allusion to the word  yuhtira  which is related to altars upon 
which incense was burned. The description of Christ’s feet as being “fine brass” or 
“burnished bronze.” The Greek word for this (chalkolibanon  khal-kol-ib’-an-on)  is 
represented by a combination of two Greek words (chalkos khal-kos’) which means a vessel 
or the metal used to make a hollowed out vessel, and the word (libanos lib’-an-os) which is 
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translated in other places as the word frankincense.   The description then is seen as feet that 
appear to be made from the metal used for an incense burner.  Perhaps this was to let the 
Christians know that even though they lived in an area with a name derived from “incense 
altar” that Christ is the only incense altar we need and He is the one worthy of our worship – 
burning of incense was used a an act of worship.     
Commendation:  Good works, selfless love, faithfulness (the character of one who can be 
relied on), ministry and perseverance (don’t give up when the going gets tough), and 
spiritual growth and maturity (now doing more than you did at first).  This is the ideal in 
expression of what a church ought to be as it is seen by others.  What else could you want in 
a church? Glad you asked! 
Reproof:  Toleration of false religion and beliefs in the church.  Their doctrine was faulty.  
The reference is to a person or a belief system that could be characterized by the word 
Jezebel.  In the Old Testament, Jezebel was a Baal worshiper and lead Israel into immorality 
by her influence on Ahab, the king of Israel.  Most commentaries are not clear in defining 
exactly what was happening except they simply restate what John wrote – sexual immorality 
and food sacrificed to idols.  It may have literally be just that OR this could be a “coded” 
reference to a spiritual problem that involved the introduction of the cultist practice of 
worship of a female that could be characterized as the “mother of god.”  This practice had 
its origins in the religion that grew out of the Tower of Babel in which Nimrod (who was 
revered as a god) whose wife was named Semiramis.  It was claimed that Semiramis was 
also the mother of Nimrod – consequently, she was referred to as the “mother of god.”  The 
depiction of this duo is none other than a mother and child.  She was referred to as the 
“queen of heaven” by the Egyptians and was widely known by various names and 
worshiped in many areas of the world.  Ancient Germans worshiped the virgin Hertha with 
child in arms. Scandinavians called her Disa pictured with child. The Egyptian mother and 
child were worshiped as Isis with the infant Osiris or Horus seated on his mother's lap. In 
India, the mother and child were called Devaki and Krishna, and also Isi and Iswara as they 
are worshiped to this day. In Asia, they were known as Cybele and Deoius; in pagan Rome, 
as Fortuna and Jupiter-puer, or Jupiter, the boy; in Greece, as Ceres, the great mother with 
babe at her breast, or as Irene, the goddess of peace, with the boy Plutus in her arms. 
 What was happening in Thyatira MAY have been related to what eventually became 
fully developed in the Roman Catholic Church in later years.  The food sacrificed to idol 
could have been a “coded” reference to “trans-substitution” beliefs that are still practiced in 
RCC.   
 The problem (whatever it was) was compounded by a refusal to repent and turn away 
from false practices.   
Advice:  Hold on to what you have until Jesus returns.   
Threat:   Directed to those who were involved in whatever Jezebel was doing.  (See verses 
22-23 -  These words are similar to that given in Revelation 18:1-8  (also 9:20-21).  “The 
bed of sicknesses . .  . except they repent of her ways” was likely an allusion to what 
happened to the descendant of Jezebel in the Old Testament  (2 Kings 1:2, 8:9).  Some 
commentaries seem to think that this pronouncement of judgment was for some time in the 
future rather than something that immediately would or did happen in the church at Thyatira 
and was directed to the false church that shows up in the end time.   
Additional Commendation:  (None) 
Conclusion:  (I will not impose any other burden on you) 
Promise:   Authority over the nations.  This is clearly a reference to some future situation in 
which we shall reign with Christ.  The reference of the iron scepter is from Psalms 2: 8-9. 


