
PROVISION FOR THE REDEEMED 
Revelations 7:1-17 

 
Have you ever known a person that was really in love with another 

person and for some reason they break up. Many times it is a devastating 
thing for a person. They think that it is the worst thing that could happen. 
Years later they see what develops in the life of the one they lost and 
breathe a sigh of thankful relief that they didn't get married to that person. 
At the time of such a loss it is difficult to realize that what has happen could 
be for the best. I have heard of cases where a break up involving a young 
couple has lead to suicide. Life has hazards and we need courage and 
confidence as we negotiate the problems that we come upon. As we realize 
our own inadequacies - and we eventually will find that point in life - we need 
to reach out to something beyond ourselves. 

The Apostle Paul tells us that "we are more than conquerors through 
Him that loved us" and in another place he says “Thanks be to God, Who 
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." Christians are not 
intended to go through life wringing their hands, sitting around feeling sorry 
for themselves. We need to realize that we are the victors and not the 
victims. When the circumstances of life seem to say that we are losers we 
have to decide if we are going to accept the verdict of the circumstances or 
believe the Word of God that says we are winners. In other words, how are 
we going to interpret those circumstances? Will it be in light of the world's 
wisdom or in light of what God has said? 

For example, when it rains, it rains on everyone in the area. Are you 
sad and cast down because it ruined your picnic or are you thankful that we 
have water to drink and food to eat and flowers to enjoy because of the rain? 
One attitude is a short range view and the other is more long range. 
Sometimes we have to take the really long range view to realize that our 
victory may not come until the end of time. Between now and then, we may 
go through a lot of problems and setbacks, what the Bible might refer to as 
"tribulations".  

The Christians of the First Century were experiencing persecutions and 
there would be more problems to come at the hand of those who opposed 
God:  however, in the final analysis, God is going to have His way and 
judgment will come on the earth. The people of God are going to find 
protection in such a time. 
 
REVELATION 7:1-4 
1 After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the 
four winds of the earth, so that no wind would blow on the earth or on the sea or on any 
tree. 2 And I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, having the seal of the 
living God; and he cried out with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was granted 
to harm the earth and the sea, 3 saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees until 
we have sealed the bond-servants of our God on their foreheads.” 4 And I heard the 
number of those who were sealed, one hundred and forty-four thousand sealed from 
every tribe of the sons of Israel: Revelation 7:1-4 (NASB95) 
 



Up to this point John has seen and heard the events that were 
associated with each of the first six seals being opened. In seals one through 
four, he saw the four horses (white, red, black, pale) symbolizing conquest, 
bloodshed, famine, and death. This was followed by a scene of the martyrs 
who had been killed because of their loyalty to God. The sixth seal 
represented natural disasters (earthquake, stars falling, volcanoes). Between 
the sixth and the seventh seals is this scene that we just read about. The 
"servants of God" are to be designated by receiving a distinctive mark. This 
is similar to the Passover event in which the blood of a lamb was to be placed 
on the door post of each household. When the wrath of God fell on Egypt, the 
Death Angel would know to "Passover" the people of God because of the 
blood.  

In some of Paul's writings he tells us that we have been sealed with 
the Holy Spirit unto the Day of Redemption (Eph 4:30). Some may argue 
that there will be an actual physical mark. I do not know how it will be done, 
however, I am confident that God will know His people, those who are sealed 
with the Holy Spirit. The total number that are to be sealed is said to 
144,000 or 12,000 from each of the 12 tribes of Israel. Many take this 
literally and others will say that this is symbolic of all of God's people and 
does not specifically refer to just the Jews. 
 
REVELATION 7:9-10,13-17 
9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could count, 
from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and 
before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in their hands; 10 and 
they cry out with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation to our God who sits on the throne, and 
to the Lamb.” Revelation 7:9-10 (NASB95) 
 
13 Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, “These who are clothed in the white 
robes, who are they, and where have they come from?” 14 I said to him, “My lord, you 
know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and 
they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 “For this 
reason, they are before the throne of God; and they serve Him day and night in His 
temple; and He who sits on the throne will spread His tabernacle over them. 16 “They will 
hunger no longer, nor thirst anymore; nor will the sun beat down on them, nor any heat; 
17 for the Lamb in the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and will guide them to 
springs of the water of life; and God will wipe every tear from their eyes.” Revelation 
7:13-17 (NASB95) 

The group in white robes are specifically identified as being from all 
nations. The elder told John that they had come out of the Great Tribulation. 
It would seem that these were Christians that had experienced tribulation but 
who are now in Heaven before the seventh seal is opened. I believe that the 
seventh seal represents the "wrath of God" that is to be poured out on the 
world system. If the first six seals represent the "great tribulation," then it 
would seem that this multitude of people in the white robes have been 
spared the "wrath of God." There is nothing to indicate that they were spared 
the tribulation.  



Now let’s go back to the 144,000 who were sealed in their forehead.  
These would appear to be people that will be on the earth during the time of 
the wrath of God but that will escape the effects of the wrath of God. If this 
interpretation is correct then we have here support for the idea of a mid-
tribulation rapture of the church and then conversion to Christ of many Jews 
who will go through the time (but not the effects) of the wrath of God.  

We can speculate about the identity of the people in the two groups 
(or whether they are all part of the same group; however, the point that we 
should be concentrating on is that God's people are going to be with Him in 
Heaven and while they are on earth they will have protection from the wrath 
of God that the ungodly will experience. The ungodly may persecute God's 
people; however, God is going to be victorious and we will be victorious with 
Him.   

The scene in heaven is one of joy and happiness. People are standing 
near the throne of the God of Creation and feeling welcome in His presence. 
The troubles of earth are all passed away and the care of the Good Shepherd 
is in effect. There is food and fountains of water and comfort. The picture 
that David painted in the 23rd Psalm is brought to mind where he begins 
with "The Lord is my Shepherd" and ends with "And I shall dwell in the house 
of the Lord forever." 

God has given us a glimpse of the final victory so that we will know 
that whatever the circumstances we have here on the earth that one day it 
will all come to an end and that those who love the Lord will be with Him 
throughout all eternity. 
 


