
REDEEMING JUDGMENT 
Revelation 9:1-12 

 
 One of the foundational teachings or doctrines of the church is entitled Eternal Judgment.  
If we look at Hebrews 6:1-2, we find six items with which all Christians should be familiar.  
These are repentance from dead works, faith toward God, baptisms, laying on of hands, 
resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.   
 As we read through the Bible we find many different kinds of judgments that are 
mentioned and we find instances where the consequences of actions happened immediately, 
some judgments are seen to take years or even generations to come about and others will not be 
dealt with until the end of time.  We could easily make the argument that a simple statement such 
as “As you sow, so shall you reap” is a form of judgment.  Our whole idea of the principle of 
justice requires an accompanying judgment.  When we think about it, a judgment could be 
positive or negative.  We see this double-edged nature of judgment in chapter 28 of 
Deuteronomy which tells us that following Godly principles results in blessings and failing to 
obey such principles results in really bad problems.   
 So many of the judgments that we find in the Scriptures were for the purposes of 
directing people to stop what they had been doing and make the right choices in life.  This is very 
much akin to what parents try to do in using discipline to train their children.  This could be 
called redemptive judgment.  There were instances (in Scripture) in which judgments were 
retributive in their intent and some judgments were needed to implement the plans and purposes 
of God.  What happened prior to the Exodus in Egypt could fit into that genre of judgments.  The 
same thing could be said about what happened in Sodom and Gomorrah.  While the judgments 
were not redemptive for those experiencing what happened, the examples of what happens when 
a nation or culture continues to rebel against Godly principles can serve to cause all who see it to 
learn from it.  In that sense, even retributive judgments can serve a redemptive purpose. 
 In our present study of the Revelation we see many accounts of things that would come 
about associated with the opening of various seals, the sounding of a number of trumpets and the 
pouring out of vials or bowls of God’s wrath upon the land.  Many or most of these happenings 
could be called judgments and whether these were redemptive or retributive is difficult to 
determine.  
 Various presumptions of how to interpret the events of Revelation range from these 
things “have already happened,” these things “have been unfolding throughout the history of the 
church,” to these things “will all occur in the future from now.”  We would hope that whatever 
viewpoint a person has of the timing that we could learn useful life principles that could help us 
as we live our lives in such a way that we are pleasing to God.   
 Since this document was intended to be read by the churches of the first century and was 
symbolically coded to be meaningful to them, then we will attempt to view the various 
revelations through the perspective of what they saw happening in the world they knew about.  
  For example, the riders on the white, red, black and gray horses of the first through 
fourth seals would have been seen as a succession of warrior kings.  The first one likely would 
have been seen as Augustus who was the first person to be crowned emperor of Rome (he did 
ride a white horse).  The rider on the red horse would have been his successor Tiberius who 
reigned from AD 14 to AD 37.  He was followed by Caligula (Gaius) who was very cruel and 
financially inept that resulted in wrecking the economy so that prices of food soared to 
unreasonable levels.  After this debacle, the next emperor was Claudius who reigned from AD 



41-54.  According to Acts 11:28 there was a prophecy given by Agabus that “the Spirit predicted 
that a severe famine would spread over the entire Roman world. (This happened during the reign 
of Claudius.)” The conclusion could be drawn that these symbols revealed in the opening of the 
seals were easy to correlate to actual events with which Christians of that time were familiar.   
 The fifth seal was not about a horse and rider but was related to the results of severe 
persecution and martyrdom of Christians.  This happened during the reign of Nero who was not a 
warrior king.  He reigned from AD 54 to 68 when he mysteriously died (some think it was 
suicide).  In July of AD 64 he blamed Christians for the arson of a major part of Rome.  His 
war against the Church lasted until his death in AD 68, a period of 42 months.   
 The sixth seal was an event that some have tied to the period beginning two years into the 
time of Nero’s persecution of the Church throughout the Roman Empire when in AD 66 he 
responded to the Jewish revolt by ordering the destruction of Jerusalem.  Several historians of 
that time noted that Nero had ordered General Cestius from Syria to attack Jerusalem.  
Christians at this time understood the invasion of Cestius and his setting up of the Roman 
insignia in the Holy Place as the fulfillment of Christ’s prophecy in Matthew 24:15-20 and 
fled the city during the surprising withdrawal of Cestius for three days (which gave all the 
resident Jewish Christians of Jerusalem time to flee).  Historically, during this time there 
were a number of unprecedented earthquakes.  Again we note from historical records of 
this time - 

In the reign of Nero there was an earthquake at Laodicea. Tacitus records this also. It is likewise 
mentioned by Eusebius and Orosius, who add that Hieropolis and Colosse, as well as Laodicea, were 
overthrown by an earthquake. 

 The seventh seal introduced the trumpets and these appear to give symbolic details of 
what happened during the siege of Jerusalem leading up to its overthrow and the destruction of 
the temple in Jerusalem.   
 The Scripture material we will be examining here focuses on the fifth trumpet and what 
was going on during that time.   
 
Locusts Unleashed – 9:1-3  
1 Then the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star from heaven which had fallen to the earth; and the key of the 
bottomless pit was given to him. 2 He opened the bottomless pit, and smoke went up out of the pit, like the smoke of 
a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by the smoke of the pit. 3 Then out of the smoke came locusts 
upon the earth, and power was given them, as the scorpions of the earth have power.  Revelation 9:1-3 (NASB95) 
 Without getting too bogged down in the details of the first four trumpets, we can briefly 
mention what had happened and see if those events resembled the prophetic vision of John.  In 
their attack on Jerusalem the Roman army catapulted large white-hot stones into Jerusalem.  The 
first trumpet revealed that  

And hail and fire followed, mingled with blood, and they were thrown to the earth. And a third of the trees 
were burned up, and all green grass was burned up.  Rev 8:7 

 The Jews used ships on the Sea of Galilee to try to attack the Roman army that was 
attacking Judah and Vespasian launched a counter attack against the towns along the coast.  A 
hundred fifty thousand were killed and many Jews fled to their ships to escape the slaughter.  As 
reported by Josephus a storm came up and prevented them from escaping.  Ships were destroyed 
and those who were not killed at sea were slaughtered as they tried to come ashore by the 
Romans.  Quoting Josephus:   

The sea for a long space was stained with blood; four thousand two hundred dead bodies were strewed 
along the coast, and, dreadful to relate, not an individual survived to report this great calamity at 
Jerusalem. 



The second trumpet mentions disaster in the sea and destruction of ships along with death and 
blood in the water.  Nothing in the historical accounts apparently related directly to a burning 
mountain that was cast into the sea that is mentioned in John account.     
 The third and fourth trumpets have been argued to be related to the condition of Judaism 
rather than some event occurring in the physical world.  The water becoming bitter as 
wormwood (third trumpet) can be related historically to the rebellion of the Israelites in the 
wilderness at Marah and that would parallel the apostate condition of the nation between the time 
of the crucifixion of Christ and the destruction of Jerusalem.  The reference to sun, moon and 
stars is thought by some to be related to Israel which was referred to in those terms in the Old 
Testament in Joseph’s dream about himself and in Joel’s prophecy in chapter two verse ten.   
 The fifth trumpet events get even stranger in the symbolism used there.  In fact, the fifth 
trumpet represents a different type of judgment in that it was characterized as being one of three 
“woes.” Locusts were prevalent in many of the plagues mentioned in the Old Testament in which 
destruction was brought about with huge numbers of these insects.  The mention of a star falling 
(or coming down) from heaven with a key would suggest that, in addition to whatever was going 
to take place on the earth, that there was a strong spiritual connection and was related to what 
God would allow to happen.   
 Some commentators have suggested this was an angel.  Some have said it was Lucifer, 
one even said it was Christ.  The idea of something coming out of the bottomless pit has a strong 
connection to something evil and foreboding or probably demonic.  The abyss was a reference to 
the underworld or place of evil spirits and the release of smoke when it was opened would be 
suggestive of fires and a hellish environment.   
 The sun and the air being darkened would be similar to what people would see if a big 
swarm of locusts were to move into an area.  These were special locusts and they had power 
similar to what one would encounter with a scorpion.  Scorpions are known to sting their victims 
that can result in excruciating pain.  
 
Believers Protected – 9:4 
4 They were told not to hurt the grass of the earth, nor any green thing, nor any tree, but only the men who do not 
have the seal of God on their foreheads.  Revelation 9:4 (NASB95) 
 As the description unfolds, we see more and more evidence that these are not ordinary 
locusts.  First of all, ordinary locusts do not sting but they do destroy any and all vegetation.  The 
targets of these demon-inspired creatures were humans who did not have the seal of God on their 
foreheads.  
 For the people to whom John sent this Revelation document, who do you think they 
thought about as having the seal of God on their foreheads?  Do you think they were looking out 
some two thousand years to a point beyond our time?  I don’t think that makes a lot of sense.  
The obvious answer was that they associated those with the seal of God with Christians of their 
time.   
 If the targeted area for the things being described by the trumpets was, in fact, Jerusalem 
starting in AD 66, then we need to ask if there were any Christians in Jerusalem at that time.  The 
answer is “yes there were Christian there,” but most (if not all of them) left to go across the 
Jordan River to a town named Pella.  Several historians (Josephus for one) of that time noted 
that Nero had ordered General Cestius from Syria to attack Jerusalem.  As already 
mentioned, Christians at this time understood the invasion of Cestius and his setting up of 
the Roman insignia in the Holy Place as the fulfilment of Christ’s prophecy in Matthew 
24:15-20 and fled the city during the surprising withdrawal of Cestius for three days 



(which gave all the resident Jewish Christians of Jerusalem time to flee).  
 This principle of ensuring the redeemed are delivered is the same as seen in the 
biblical account of the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah in Genesis 19 where Lot and 
his family were delivered prior to its destruction.  
 This three-day lull in the attack allowed the Jews who were fighting the Romans to 
strengthen their defenses and when the fighting resumed, Cestius was not making much progress.  
This increased resistance and the failure of Cestius cause a change in strategy which resulted in 
Nero ordering Vaspasian to take other Roman soldiers to go to Jerusalem to kill all the 
inhabitants.  This involvement of Vaspasian could have been the reference to the horde of locusts 
mentioned with regard to the fifth trumpet.  By this time the Christians had left and were in Pella.   
 
Death Sought – 9:5-6 
5 And they were not permitted to kill anyone, but to torment for five months; and their torment was like the torment 
of a scorpion when it stings a man. 6 And in those days men will seek death and will not find it; they will long to die, 
and death flees from them.  Revelation 9:5-6 (NASB95) 
 We just mentioned that Nero had ordered Vaspasian to kill all the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem.  Verse five seems to overrule that order or to put it off for a period of five months.  
Some commentators see this five-month delay before death as an effort to give those who were 
suffering a chance to repent and stop their rebellion.  This is an obvious attempt to try to twist 
this judgment to be something redemptive and does not fit very well with what John was initially 
told that what was going to be revealed were “things that must happen.”   
 
Judgment Administered – 9:7-12 
7 The appearance of the locusts was like horses prepared for battle; and on their heads appeared to be crowns like 
gold, and their faces were like the faces of men. 8 They had hair like the hair of women, and their teeth were like the 
teeth of lions. 9 They had breastplates like breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings was like the sound of 
chariots, of many horses rushing to battle. 10 They have tails like scorpions, and stings; and in their tails is their 
power to hurt men for five months. 11 They have as king over them, the angel of the abyss; his name in Hebrew is 
Abaddon, and in the Greek he has the name Apollyon. 12 The first woe is past; behold, two woes are still coming 
after these things.  Revelation 9:7-12 (NASB95) 
 The additional description of the appearance of the locusts clears up a lot of the 
questions.  It would appear that physically these were men on horses and in chariots.  They wore 
gold-colored helmets and they were fierce in their appearance.  They had armor to protect their 
upper bodies and they were probably an elite fighting group that was allowed to let their hair 
grow long as a mark of distinction.  I did not find any specifics related to the tails like scorpions 
but several historical references did mention that the intense fighting before the fall of the city 
lasted five months.   
 Some commentators have spiritualized the appearance of these locusts to say that they are 
seducing spirits that are alluring with the hair like that of women, that they appear to have 
authority with the fake gold crowns, that they are really cruelly fierce and will sting those who 
are deceived by them.  This sting will be a very painful experience but will not kill the victim.  
That interpretation would have cause a lot of confusion among the first century Christians as it 
does even today since it so nonspecific that it does not give the reader a clear understanding of 
what is meant.  Remember this document was intended to be a “revelation” of what was to 
happen and was not intended to cause confusion. 
 Peter Holford in the Destruction of Jerusalem wrote:  The vial of divine wrath, which had 
been so long pouring out upon this devoted city was now emptying, and JERUSALEM, once “a 
praise in all the earth,” and the subject of a thousand prophecies, deprived of the staff of life, 



wrapt in flames, and bleeding on every side sunk into utter ruin and desolation. This memorable 
siege terminated on the eighth day of the ninth month, A.D. 70: its duration was nearly five 
months, the Romans having invested the city on the fourteenth day of the fourth month, 
preceding. 
 There may be something to learn from the name of the “king” over this horde of locusts.  
The Greek name was Apollyon which was related to the Greek god Apollo.  Apparently, 
Augustus and several of the emperors who followed him saw themselves as the incarnations of 
Apollo.  This may be the simplest non-spiritual meaning of the statement that the leader of the 
army that was unleashed against Jerusalem was Apollyon.  Several references see that the 
meaning mentioned by John was that the name meant “destroyer.”  This description could be a 
link to the comment that Jesus made about Satan that he had an objective to steal, kill and 
destroy.  This spiritual connection would give support to the idea that those who went about 
destroying Jerusalem did so with a demonic vengeance since they were so cruel in the way the 
Jews were killed and their bodies stacked like cord wood in the streets.   
 The information we find in verse twelve tells us that more “woes” were to come in the 
next two trumpets.  The sixth trumpet is taught by some to refer to four battalions of soldiers 
stationed near the Euphrates River and these were brought in to finish the destruction of 
Jerusalem.  The reference to a third of the people being killed is thought to describe the extent of 
the number of people who died during that devastation.   
 The final woe represented by the seventh trumpet starts out (Rev 11:15) with a 
declaration of victory that “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and 
of His Christ; and He will reign forever and ever.”  This was the same proclamation associated 
with the defeat and expulsion of Satan from heaven as mentioned in chapter twelve, verse 10.  
The passage in chapter eleven then moves to the time when the dead will be judged and the 
righteous rewarded.  This final judgment is found in the final three chapters of Revelation.  That 
is generally accepted to be something that is yet to happen.   
 The lessons for us to learn from these accounts of the opening of the seals and the 
sounding of the trumpets are that God’s judgments are sure and those who continue to reject Him 
and the principles of His kingdom will come to ruin.  We also see in these accounts that God 
used other worldly peoples and nations to bring about His righteous judgments.  We should 
certainly find hope in that God will deliver and protect His people from such wrath that comes 
upon the unbelievers.  The other lesson for us to keep in mind is that even if we are persecuted 
and Christians are martyred for their faithfulness to God, there are coming a resurrection and 
judgment in which the righteous will be rewarded.    
  


