
THE FINAL ACT 
Revelation 21:1-8 

 
 Most of us give little thought to what the world will be like in ten or twenty years.  Some 
people do think in such terms and they try to project where current trends will be taking us and 
how people will be living in the future.  To say that the future is hard to predict is perhaps the 
ultimate understatement.  At the same time, most of us would like to know what the future holds 
– we have an innate curiosity about such things.   
 For those of us who believe the Bible is the word of God, we can read the prophetic 
writings of both Old and New Testament authors and get some glimpses and even some details 
of what is going to happen.  It is interesting that many times the prophecies help us understand 
and put into proper perspective what we have already seen unfolding in history or even the 
present time.   
 As we approach the final chapters of the prophecy we call Revelation, we read about a lot 
of significant things that John witnessed in the visions he saw and we have difficulty in knowing 
if what he saw was symbolic or literal.  Should we expect the visions to be things that will 
happen in the physical world or are these things representative of spiritual realities?  We also 
don’t know the time frame when such things (whether symbolic or literal, whether physical or 
spiritual) will happen.  Another aspect, for example, is that we know we have eternal life now 
and we believe that we will see a fuller expression of that life “when we all get to heaven.”  The 
same thing could be said for many of the anticipated benefits and blessings of heaven.  We have 
these benefits and blessings now by faith and we expect these to be fully confirmed in heaven.  
 Maybe the best thing we can do now is to walk by faith in these promises so that our lives 
and the lives of those around us can be made fuller and richer so that God is worshiped in all that 
we do.  After all, is that not what we anticipate will be going on “when we all get to heaven?”  
With that in mind, let’s look at the elements of the vision we see in the first part of Chapter 21.   
 
God’s New Provision – 21:1-2 
1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no 
longer any sea. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a 
bride adorned for her husband.  Revelation 21:1-2 (NASB95) 
 There are at least three references in the Old Testament (1 Chr 16:30, Ps 93:1 and 96:10) 
regarding the “firm establishment and immovability of the world” and another one (Ps 104:5) 
that says “the earth is firmly established and cannot be moved.”  However, in Isaiah 65 and 66 
we see promises of new heavens and new earth.  We also see in the writings of Peter in 2 Peter 
3:10-13 that in the “day of the Lord” the heavens and earth will be burned up and there will be 
new heavens and a new earth which will be the home of righteousness.   
 So, how do we make sense of what seems to be conflicting ideas?  The first idea is that 
“the earth is firmly established and cannot be moved” and the second idea is that “the heavens 
and the earth will pass away” (according to Peter) by being burned up.  It would seem that the 
obvious answer is that some of the Old Testament references and the New Testament prophecies 
are not about the same things.  How could that be?  We know that the Old Testament is strongly 
tied to and related to physical world things and events.  The New Testament and some of Isaiah’s 
prophecies redirect our attention to the reality of the spiritual world.  
 Many commentators and most Christians think in terms of some future fiery 
conflagration in which there will be volcanoes erupting, meteors hitting the earth and everything 
being burned up.  Others think that we will destroy the world with nuclear weapons or that the 



sun will erupt and burn up the earth.  Are these things possibilities?  Absolutely!  So, what can 
we do about it?  Not much! 
 What would we call those possible scenarios that were mentioned in the last paragraph?  
Speculations!  I really doubt that it was God’s intent in providing us with Christ’s Revelation so 
that we would engage in wild speculations.  What does He want us to do?  The answer may be 
found in the verse immediately following the reference from 2 Pet 3:10-13.  Verse fourteen states 
the following:  “Therefore, dear friends, since you have these expectations, earnestly seek to be 
found in His presence, free from blemish or reproach, in peace.” 
 What would it mean to Christian (then and today) if the description of the new heaven 
and new earth is simply the dwelling place of righteousness?  We admitted that we can’t do a lot 
about volcanoes and meteors; perhaps, we can be involved in preparing ourselves to live in the 
“dwelling place of righteousness.”  We could summarize the advice that Peter gave us in verse 
fourteen as “live in holiness.”  This is the essence of the admonitions that Christ gave to the 
churches in the seven letters that we found in the first three chapters of Revelation.  That would 
be the outcome of being an “over comer” or being victorious.   
 In this “dwelling place of righteousness” John vision’s showed that there was “no sea.”  It 
is somewhat ironic that many commentators (while taking “a new heaven and new earth” as 
literal and physical) will “spiritualize” the idea of “the sea” to means the masses of the people 
who are not associated with God’s kingdom.  They point to the prior reference of the “sea” being 
the source of the beast of Revelation chapter thirteen and also as being the origin of evil in the 
“old world” system.  If that is the correct interpretation of the “sea,” then it would make sense 
that there would be no place for such a group of people in the “dwelling place of righteousness.”   
 An observation regarding the fires that Peter mentioned in his letter is that in addition to 
fires burning up “the heavens and the earth,” fires are also used in the refining process of God’s 
people as they become transformed into new creations in Christ Jesus (1 Pet 4:12).  These fiery 
trials do not literally burn us up physically but they refine our thinking, our concepts, our world 
view and get rid of the impurities in our lives.  Could it be that our ideas and concepts of “the 
heaven and the earth” also need to go through such refining fires to burn up the “dross” or 
erroneous ideas?  While that idea is not nearly so exciting as the physical world literally burning 
up, it is certain something to which we can relate in our faith walk today.   
 It should also be of interest to note that Jesus used a similar phrase when (in Matthew 
5:18) he stated that “Til heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass 
from the law, until all be fulfilled.”  In Matthew 24:35, He said “Heaven and earth will pass, but 
My words will not pass.”  That followed His statement that all He had said about Jerusalem and 
the Temple would come to pass before that generation would pass away.  Here we see a clear 
declaration that “heaven and earth will pass away.”  In the earlier passage from chapter 5, Jesus 
stated that nothing in the “law” would change until heaven and earth passed away and that could 
only happen when “all has been fulfilled.”  That statement should cause us to ask “What is it that 
needs to be fulfilled before any part of the law could change?”  The obvious answer is that the 
Old Covenant which became obsolete with the coming of the New Covenant is what was to be 
fulfilled.  When was it fulfilled?  We read in Hebrews 8:13 “By using the words, a new 
Covenant, He has made the first one obsolete; but whatever is decaying and showing signs of old 
age is not far from disappearing altogether.” 
 Some commentators make the following argument: “The heavens and the earth, in their 
role as witnesses, are so intricately tied to the covenant to which they witness, that the passing 
away of the [old] heavens and the [old] earth is synonymous with the passing away of the [old] 



covenant.”  In that line of argument, the first heaven and earth would be linked to the First 
Covenant.  Likewise the new heaven and earth would be associated with the New Covenant.  As 
you can image, many would disagree with this characterization.   
 The next thing John reported was that he saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God.  The description of this “city” is that it was adorned or dressed up 
like a bride would be for her husband.  What is the first thing we would think of in spiritual 
terms of a bride?  Most people would immediately think of the church as being the Bride of 
Christ.  In fact, if we skip ahead just a little bit to verse nine, an angel told John that he would be 
shown the “bride, the wife of the Lamb.”  The verses that follow (21:10 through 22:5) provide a 
detailed description of this new Jerusalem.  Some interpret this as literal and they picture a 1500 
mile cube suspended above the new earth.  The cube will be made of transparent gold and gem 
stones in which the redeemed live.  Others see this as figurative and the descriptions are related 
to the qualities that we find in the church of true believers.  As noted by Don Carson in the New 
Bible Commentary, “There is not a line in 21:9–22:5 that could not apply to the kingdom in this 
world, which suggests that it means life in history as well as in eternity.” 
 
God’s Presence Celebrated – 21:3-4 
3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell 
among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them, 4 and He will wipe away every 
tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; 
the first things have passed away.”  Revelation 21:3-4 (NASB95) 
 In the Old Testament, the tabernacle or dwelling place of God was the Holy of Holies in 
the temple in Jerusalem.  What was the geometric shape of the Holy of Holies?  It was a cube 
and was fifteen feet on each side.  Do we see any similarities to the new Jerusalem?  One of the 
seven descriptions of the church that Paul documented in his letter to the Christians at Ephesus 
was that the church was the Temple of God.   
 A good question for the church of the first century and for us today is “do we have an 
adequate appreciation that God’s temple is with us and that He is dwelling or abiding in our 
midst?”  Do we really “get it” that we are God’s people?  From a practical standpoint, we need to 
remind ourselves of who we are and what is our relationship to the God of all creation.   
 One of the reasons that we may have difficulty in “walking out” this truth in daily living 
is that we continue to see death, and there are tears, and we have mourning, crying and pain.  We 
may be tempted to ask, if God is with us and abiding in our midst, then why do I have pain and 
why are people dying?  How do we answer that?  The standard answer to these questions is that 
“we still live in an imperfect world.”  The implication is that things will get better “when we all 
get to heaven.” 
 That reminds me of a story that Watchman Nee related in one of his sermons about a 
conversation between two Christians.  One man asked his friend, “How are things with you?”  
The reply was “Not too bad, under the circumstances.”  This answer provoked the following 
question: “What are you doing down there?  As Christians we are not to be under the 
circumstances but to rise above them.”   
 Would it be legitimate to ask ourselves as Christians, “What are we doing living in an 
imperfect world?”  Why are we not seeing all that we experience in light of who we are in 
Christ?  Are we being transformed by the renewing of our minds so that we see things with the 
same perspective as God sees them?  Since we have identified with Christ on the Cross, we died 
to self and have eternal life, then the second death is not an issue.  Would we be crying if we 
rejoiced in all things and realized that all things do work together for our well being in making us 



more like Christ?  Is the statement of Paul in 2 Corinthians 5:17 (old things are passed away, 
behold all things have become new) a practical reality in our lives?  Would this be a description 
of “living victoriously?”  
 
The Promised Blessing Fulfilled – 21:5-7 
5 And He who sits on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” And He said, “Write, for these words 
are faithful and true.” 6 Then He said to me, “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I 
will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost. 7 “He who overcomes will inherit 
these things, and I will be his God and he will be My son.  Revelation 21:5-7 (NASB95) 
 Some commentators state that these verses are not about the blessings of salvation that 
each Christian should be enjoying.  In John Gill’s Commentary, he makes the claim that “behold, 
I make all things new” does not apply to the “conversion experience, when a new heart and spirit 
are given, and men are made wholly new creatures; for this is the work of the Spirit, and which is 
done daily, and is not peculiar to any particular period of time.”  He also said that it does not 
refer to “the renewing of the church state at the beginning of the Gospel, when the Jewish church 
state and ordinances waxed old, and vanished away, and a new covenant took place, a new and 
living way was opened, and new ordinances appointed.”  His reasoning that it does not apply is 
that “all this was before John had this vision.”  Of course, he puts John’s vision around AD 95 
rather than AD 60 to come to that conclusion.   
 A contrary view is that everything in verses 5-7 is exactly what salvation is all about and 
fits with the promises we find in the gospels and in the letters to the churches in the earlier 
chapters of the Revelation.  Of course, as we realize that we have these blessings even now, we 
also believe that they are shadows of the fullness of the glorious experiences that we anticipate in 
heaven.   
 
The Alternative Fulfilled – 21:8  
8 “But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and 
idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”  
Revelation 21:8 (NASB95) 
 The alternative to God’s salvation that he gave us in sending His Son to pay the penalty 
for sin is called the second death.  Those who reject God’s gracious provision of salvation are 
categorized in a variety of ways.  These categories range from those who simply refuse to 
believe God and try to save themselves all the way to those who engage in abominable and 
depraved behavior.   
 We who are born of the Spirit of God have assurance that we will not experience the 
“second death” that is reserved for those who reject God and His offer of salvation.   


