
FOCUSED 
2 Timothy 2:1-13 

 

 Sometimes we get the idea that we need to become stronger and more capable so that we 

can be more effective in the work of the kingdom of God for which we were saved.  The 

question is not how can I grow stronger in God’s work but is more appropriately stated as how 

can God’s strength grow more effective in me?  This question recognizes the truth of what God 

told Paul in 2 Cor. 12:9.  “And He said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is 

made perfect in weakness.’” When we realize this, then we see that it is not in our “striving to be 

strong” but in our “surrender to His steering” that God’s works are manifested.    

 One of the more important functions of a pastor is being a teacher and interpreter of 

God’s word and message.  Equally as important, if not more so, is the need to equip others to be 

active and effective in sharing the good news with the world in which they live.   

 There has been a definite erosion of respect in our society for those who are in the 

pastoral and teaching ministry.  Part of the problem is that those who are teachers must all “walk 

the talk” by living exemplary lives and they must be committed to their calling.  Paul gave 

instructions to a pastor named Timothy as to how to carry out his teaching ministry. 

 

Future Focused – 2:1-2 
1 You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 The things which you have heard from me in 

the presence of many witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.  2 Timothy 2:1-2 

(NASB95) 
 One approach that we find some Christians taking is to find strength in “taking the moral 

high ground” (being strong in the law).  While we certainly want to be found on high moral 

ground, we need to recognize that we have resources beyond ourselves and find our strength in 

the fact that we are indwelt by the Holy Spirit and it is Christ Who is living His life through us.  

Paul called for Timothy to find his strength in the free, undeserved gift of God’s grace.   

 The way to accomplish more in any endeavor in which we find ourselves is to enlist help 

from others so that the results are multiplied.  God did not intend that pastors be the only 

teachers and proclaimers of the word.  A pastor is to teach leaders (faithful and reliable men) that 

they may teach others.  In doing so, leaders in the church multiply their ministries and its 

effectiveness.   

 Timothy was to teach what he had been taught by Paul.  Timothy had heard Paul’s 

teaching in a variety of different situations (through many witnesses) starting when he was quite 

young when Paul was introducing the gospel in the community of Lystra during his Second 

Missionary journey.  Timothy also went with Paul on the Third Missionary trip and had an 

extended time with Paul at Ephesus before Paul left him there to provide oversight to the church.  

A significant part of that ministry was to equip others to be leaders in the church and pass on the 

gospel message by teaching and interpreting the word of God.  

  Unfortunately, the mind set in most churches today among the congregation and those 

who are in paid ministry roles is that only the pastor has the authority vested in himself to 

effectively teach and interpret the word of God.  Such thinking ignores the teaching Paul shared 

in 1 Cor 14:26 where he wrote: “How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one of 

you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all 

things be done unto edifying.”  (Emphasis added.)    

 

Mission Focused – 2:3-7 



3 Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4 No soldier in active service entangles himself in the 

affairs of everyday life, so that he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier. 5 Also if anyone competes as an 

athlete, he does not win the prize unless he competes according to the rules. 6 The hard-working farmer ought to be 

the first to receive his share of the crops. 7 Consider what I say, for the Lord will give you understanding in 

everything.  2 Timothy 2:3-7 (NASB95) 
 Hardship, suffering, and persecution are the realities of following God in a fallen world.  

When the Israelites entered the Promised Land of Canaan, they had just begun to fight.  The 

enemies were entrenched and effort had to be expended to drive them out.  We are also in a 

battle and though God had given us the victory, the implementation of that victory has to be 

worked out.  We are called to the work that God had foreordained that we should do.  We have 

not been called to simply sit in the pews. 

 Paul used three examples to illustrate what being strong is about.  These illustrations may 

also be typical of teachings that Paul had used in the past to help those early Christians 

understand the principles of living in the kingdom of God.   

 The main lesson to be learned from a soldier that should apply to how we approach our 

involvement in the work of the Kingdom is related to priorities or the need to focus on the main 

purpose and not be distracted by all the things around us.  There are many distractions in life and  

these can become more important than what God wants us to do.  These distractions are what 

Paul called “the affairs of everyday life.”  How do we create a proper balance of dealing with 

such affairs and doing the work “which God had fore ordained that we should do?”  The key to 

managing this balance is found in the verb “entangles.”   

 The word “entangles” causes us to think of trying to straighten out a chaotic situation or 

what we might encounter if we were trying to walk through a wooded area that had been  

overgrown with honeysuckle or grape vines.  The solution that comes to my mind is the verse 

from 1 Corinthians 14:40 that tells us that everything should be done decently and in order.  If 

our lives are not prioritized and organized, then we wind up with chaos that entangles us.  Many 

people spend most of their time trying to “disentangle” the mess and really never accomplish 

anything of significance.  

 The lesson for us from the example of the athlete is that “whatever we are doing, we need 

to know what is appropriate and what is not.”  In an athletic event the apparent winner can lose it 

all if he or she violates the rules of the game.  There are no perfect analogies and with this 

example of what an athlete does compared to the Christian life we should first recognize that we 

are not competing against each other.  Any competitive fighting tendencies need to be directed 

by the Holy Spirit in disciplining ourselves and wrestling against spiritual wickedness.  Our 

interaction with other runners in the race should be aligned with the “new commandment” (love 

one another even as Christ loved us) which results in bearing one another’s burdens and helping 

others finish the race.  It is also important that in our efforts for excellence we do not create a 

stumbling block or barrier for others running the race.   

 We, of course, realize that the “prize” for us is not a matter of salvation since those in this 

race are only those who are saved by God’s grace through faith in the completed work of Christ 

(Ephesians 2:8–9).  The prize that all of us should want is receiving the approval of Christ and to 

hear in our inner most being the words “well done, good and faithful servant” knowing that such 

approval is the way into the joy of the Lord.   

 The third example is that of a farmer and illustrates the need for all of us to be involved 

in the work of the kingdom of God if we are to enjoy the benefits of kingdom living.  Most 

translations render the meaning of this example to be what Paul had mentioned in his first letter 

to Timothy regarding financial support for church leaders.  In keeping with the context of this 



passage, most commentators see this example to be an encouragement to Timothy to remain 

faithful to the work to which he was called so that he would be able to “reap in due season” the 

fruit of his labor.  According to John Gill’s Expositor, “a minister of the Gospel must first labor, 

and endure hardships in this life, before he sits down in the kingdom of heaven, and takes his 

rest, and enjoys the crown of glory, which fades not away, which the chief Shepherd shall give 

unto him.”   

 A significant lesson that we can get from verse seven is that the word which God gives us 

is rich and full and is such that we cannot get all the benefit from it by causal reading.  Just as 

Paul advised Timothy to “consider” or “reflect” on what he had said, we need to meditate and 

reflect on all the Scriptures available to us.  We need to think about these precepts and principles 

in relationship to everyday applications in life and let them come alive to us and work the 

transformation which God wants to accomplish in us.  We mediate on the word so that we go 

beyond just a superficial familiarity with it.  The starting point that Paul recommended to 

Timothy is Jesus Christ as we see in the following verses.   

 

Christ Focused – 2:8-13 
8 Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, descendant of David, according to my gospel, 9 for which I suffer 

hardship even to imprisonment as a criminal; but the word of God is not imprisoned. 10 For this reason I endure all 

things for the sake of those who are chosen, so that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus and 

with it eternal glory. 11 It is a trustworthy statement: For if we died with Him, we will also live with Him; 12 If we 

endure, we will also reign with Him; If we deny Him, He also will deny us; 13 If we are faithless, He remains 

faithful, for He cannot deny Himself.  2 Timothy 2:8–13 (NASB95) 

 The starting point for meditating on the truth of God’s word, the pathway for 

incorporating these truths into who we are and the end point of the expression of God’s word in 

the life we live is Christ Jesus.  Remember Jesus Christ.  This is a rallying call that we can give 

to others and with which we are to remind ourselves in all the situations we encounter in life.  If 

the situation is trouble, hardships, and persecution, then we need to remember Jesus Christ for 

encouragement and the examples He gave us.  If the situation is great success and honor and 

victory, then we also need to remember Jesus Christ for His example in putting such things in 

proper perspective.   

 Paul reminded Timothy of two key points about Jesus that were essential components of 

the gospel message.  Jesus was the fulfillment of all the promises that God had made to Abraham 

and to his faithful descendants that through Abraham’s seed all the nations of the earth would be 

blessed and the promise made to David in 2 Samuel 7:12 “When your days are fulfilled and you 

rest with your fathers, I will set up your seed after you, who will come from your body, and I 

will establish his kingdom.”  The resurrection of Christ was the conformation of the fact that 

Jesus of Nazareth fulfilled these promises.   

 Previously, Paul had encouraged Timothy to take the things he had heard of him and 

teach them to others.  The incarnation of God the Son in Jesus, His death and all that is related to 

it and the fact that He was the fulfillment of the prophecies related to the “son of David” are 

examples of the teaching that should be passed on to others. 

 The full extent of this message is so revolutionary it landed Paul in a Roman prison.  

However, God used even this to extend the gospel.  Many of the letters of Paul (that makes up 

much of the New Testament) were written from prison.   

 The full extent of this message was so important that if it required going to prison or even 

dying, it was worth whatever the cost to bring the message of salvation to those who would 

become the people of God’s kingdom.    



 When Paul prefaced or concluded a statement with the comment of it being a trustworthy 

statement, that was a signal that something very important and worth remembering was 

associated with it.  The trustworthy statement we find here is thought to be part of what was 

spoken to new converts at their time of baptism.  The reference to dying with Christ is most 

likely meant to be our believing the gospel message that Jesus died on the Cross for our sins and 

we associate ourselves with His death as we die to self.  Being alive with Christ (after dying to 

self) is a reference to our association with Jesus in His Resurrection from death.  This would be 

having new life in Christ.  We recognize this as being what happens when we are “saved” by 

grace through faith.   

 The first part of verse twelve has a similar concept to what Paul wrote in Roman 8:17.  In 

this letter the word “endure” (persevere under difficult situations) will result in “reigning with 

Christ” (having the highest honor).  The Roman passage uses the word “suffer with” (feel the 

pain with) which results in being “glorified together.” 

 Enduring or suffering for the cause of Christ is another external validation that we are 

walking with Him.  Just as Jesus was persecuted by the world system for what He did, we too 

will be persecuted IF we do the things He did.  Doing the things He did is nothing more than 

obedience to His commands.  Obedience to His commands confirms our love for Him (John 

14:21) and only those who love Him will share His place of honor and His glory (seated with 

Christ).  Those who do not love Him will not want to share His glory but will want all the glory 

for themselves. 

 Those who do not believe the good news of this salvation and deny that Christ Jesus is 

God’s only necessary and sufficient provision for salvation are not included in the benefits of 

salvation.   

 We see in this trustworthy statement another great truth regarding what happens if a “true 

believer” (one who has trusted in God’s provision through Jesus Christ and is born again of the 

Spirit of God) does something that is not in keeping with the new nature.  Paul stated that even 

though we may sin, that God remains faithful in spite of our unfaithfulness and that means He 

will do what is necessary to restore us to a right relationship to Himself.  

  


