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COMMITTED TO TEACH
It used to be that school teachers were admired and were well compensated compared to what

other people made in the community.  It was not unusual that many young people going to college
wanted to be teachers.  Teachers were people that we looked up to and set a good role model for
many kids.  We can recall teachers who were dedicated to teaching and were really a credit to their
profession.  It seems that the esteem that we once had for teachers has eroded, we seem to not value
them as much and we show this by paying them less than garbage collectors.  We do not provide
them with adequate authority in the classroom so that discipline can be maintained.  Why?  Perhaps
it is because there have been a few teachers that abused their positions and their authority and the
resulting caution and limitations have remove some the effectiveness of teachers.  Another reason is
that many of the teachers have sold out to the pursuit of higher wages rather than the pursuit of
higher education standards.  As a result, the education system has suffered and the good and
dedicated teachers have also suffered.

We could say pretty much the same thing about pastors as we have said for teachers.  There
is has been a definite erosion of respect in our society for those that are in the pastoral and teaching
ministry.  Part of the problem in both areas is that those who are teachers must all "walk the talk" by
living exemplary lives and they must be committed to their calling.  Paul gave instruction to a pastor
named Timothy as to how to carry out his teaching ministry.

2 TIMOTHY 2:14-15  One of the top priorities for  pastor-teachers is to teach people to
get their priorities straight.  In other words, to put first things first.  When a pastor starts
concentrating on things other than the word of God and gets into politics and power struggles with
other people, then the congregation suffers and the spiritual life in the church dries up.  

Part of the reason for straying away from the word of God in teaching is that the pastor-
teacher is staying away from the word of God during his study.  Paul's remedy for that is given in the
instruction to "study to show thyself approved unto God."  So many pastors of traditional churches
are more concerned about what the largest contributor thinks than they are about what God thinks.
Our teaching should be pleasing unto God.  I'm more concerned about a person missing out on God's
blessings or  spending eternity in hell than I am interested in that person feeling good about the
message.  

I would think that some pastors would be embarrassed by the errors they put forth in the
pulpit.  I have heard preachers make statements that are absolutely contrary to the word of God.  I
have heard some give messages that completely miss the point of a passage of scripture.  Again, the
reason is lack of concentration on and in the word during their preparation time.  Too many times,
a person goes into pastoring as a profession rather than being called to it.  As a consequence, his
teaching ministry will suffer (as well as everybody that listens) because he does not have the spiritual
insight to "rightly divide the word of truth." 

2 TIMOTHY 2:16-19  I have known churches that are so concerned about who is the anti-
christ that they try to determine by numerology if every world leader has a name that could be
represented by the numbers 6 6 6.  Others have spent untold hours trying to figure out when the Jews
are going to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem because that (to them) will signal the start of events
leading up to the Second Coming.  Some groups will argue that there is no hell.  Others claim that
only 144,000 Jews will be in heaven.  Concentrating on such issues to the neglect of the necessity of
knowing God and being transformed into the image of Jesus Christ and living under His Lordship so
that we are being purifies and made ready to live with Him forever prevents us from achieving the



potential that God has for us.  
2 TIMOTHY 2:20-21  The presence of sin in the life of a Christian hinders his usefulness to

God.  Every Christian should want to be all that God wants him to be.  We should want to be useful
and pleasing to God.  If we are not, then we miss the fullness of the blessings of our salvation in
Christ Jesus.  

2 TIMOTHY 2:22-26  The call to ministry carries with it great responsibility for righteous
living.  A pastor should run away from certain things because there are temptations in life.  On the
other hand, there are many good virtues to cultivate in ones life.  Righteousness is simply right
standing with God.  It is a result of having been declared righteous by God because of the redemption
bought for us by Jesus and of letting Jesus live His righteous life through us.  Faithfulness implies
integrity and being trustworthy.  Charity is self-sacrificing love which, when applied to life's situations
with integrity and with the wisdom that comes from the presence of God in our lives, will bring peace
to us and those with whom we interact.  

If there is to be strife in a church, then it should be over something truly significant rather than
over issues that do not really matter.  Up until several years ago, one of the strongest controversies
this church had was related to whether the organ should go in the middle or off to one side in the
sanctuary.  The question that we should ask in such situations is "Does God really care about that?"
If it doesn't matter to God, then it shouldn't matter to the serious Christians in the church.  

Paul advised Timothy to not take sides in such foolish arguments but to keep concentrating
on the truth.  In this way, those that have gotten themselves entangled in such matters can eventually
see the light and escape from the trap that the devil set to sidetrack the real work of the church.  

We don't want to miss the point that each of us has responsibility to teach others about Jesus
and God's plan of salvation for every person.  We should also help each other grow into the fullness
of Christ Jesus by sharing with and teaching each other.  


