
BE PERSISTENT TO THE END 
2 Timothy 4:1-18 

 

 Twice each year in early spring and late summer there are two nationally significant car 

races at the Bristol Motor Speedway that draw over one hundred thousand fans and millions who 

watch the televised events.  It is not always the fastest car or the smartest driver or the team with 

the best pit crew that wins the race.  Accidents happen and, many times the favorites are 

eliminated and have to drop out of the race and the event winds up being won by one of the little 

known and slower cars that was able to simply cross the finish line.   

 Unlike that race, the spiritual race in which we run is not won by completing a designated 

number of laps around the track, but is won by having a faith that is like that which Jesus had 

which was persistent and consistent until the mission was accomplished.  Faith of this quality is a 

gift from God – it is not of ourselves lest we might boast about it.  We can recognize such faith 

since it does not falter and it does not fade.  It will grow and be strengthened as we exercise it 

and we see the confirmation of such trust in God for every need of life.  It is by such faith that 

we are saved and we are saved in order that we may be involved in the works of faith that God 

had preordained for us before creation.  Paul reminded Timothy of some of the works to which 

he had been called in this final part of his second letter to him.   

 

Keep Proclaiming – 4:1-4 
1 
I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by 

His appearing and His kingdom: 
2 
preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, 

with great patience and instruction. 
3 
For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting 

to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, 
4 
and will 

turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths. 2 Timothy 4:1-4 (NASB95)  
 As a pastor, Timothy had certain expectations he was to fulfill in carrying out a 

successful ministry.  Each of us has a ministry or calling in Christ – there are things we are 

charged to do in general and because we have been individually gifted with spiritual gifts, there 

are specific ministries we have.  We are expected to carry out our calling and ministry with the 

help of God through the power of the Holy Spirit working in our lives.  Not only are we expected 

to do this, we will be held accountable for it.  Even though we don't like to talk about it, 

Judgment Day is coming.   

 Timothy's call was to preach the word.  Our call is certainly to share the word with others 

about the love of Jesus.  Timothy's call was to reprove, rebuke and encourage.  We certainly 

should have concern enough for others to warn them when we see them going in the wrong 

direction in life.  If you saw someone driving toward a bridge that had been washed out by a 

flash flood, you could not avoid your responsibility to shout a warning to them to turn back.  

How can we be any less responsible when we see someone heading for an eternity in hell and not 

shout a warning (reprove and rebuke)?  In addition to providing correction for those who are in 

error and stern warning for those who are in sin, we should be ready to encourage those who are 

doing well. 

 We are certainly seeing a trend in our world of people turning away from the truth of 

God’s word and rejecting God from our society.  This trend makes it more incumbent on us to 

proclaim the truth at every opportunity.  Just as Paul advised Timothy to make full proof of his 

ministry, likewise there should not be any doubt in anyone's mind we are Christians. 

 Has the time come when people will not endure sound doctrine?  We can find evidence 

that this is the case in many groups who call themselves Christian.  There are many groups that 



are still insistence on following the error that we have to do something to earn our salvation, it 

may be that you have to be baptized to be saved, or that you have to witness to people by going 

from house to house, or that you have to adhere to certain rules and regulations.  Even in many 

of our churches that are seemingly sound, we have messages that contain many errors that cling 

to Old Testament mentality.  A recent example is that of promoting the idea that we are to offer 

our best to God.  This is exactly what the sacrificial system of the Mosaic Law required.  The 

first fruits of the flocks, herds, and crops were to be offered as sacrifices.  Nowhere in the New 

Covenant are we asked to give our best.  The New Covenant involves total commitment to give 

our all.  To purchase the pearl of great price, the person gave up all he had to acquire it.  The 

Cross calls for our very lives in order to walk in the “way” that Jesus walked.  Jesus gave His 

disciples a new commandment that they love one another even as He loved them – complete and 

total sacrifice.  To call for anything less is to set the bar too low and leave the choice of what is 

“best” up to our own selfish interests. 

 

Keep the Faith – 4:5-8 
5 
But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfil your ministry. 

6 
For I am 

already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. 
7 
I have fought the good fight, I 

have finished the course, I have kept the faith; 
8 
in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, 

which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have 

loved His appearing.  2 Timothy 4:5-8 (NASB95)   
 Paul concluded his charge to Timothy with four additional areas that he should focus.  

The first was to be level-headed (sober) and take a measured approach to situations that would 

come up in his ministry.  The best way to handle problems is to first of all avoid panic and not do 

something just out of a knee-jerk reaction.  It is also important to realize that many of the things 

that we encounter are difficult and create what we refer to as hardships.  We should always hope 

for the best but we also need to be prepared for the opposite alternative and expect the worst.  

Life is more manageable if we are prepared for hardships that we may encounter.  These two 

approaches of being level-headed and prepared are the basis from which we are able to actually 

carry out the work we are called to do such as being an evangelist as was the case with Timothy.  

Sometimes the difference in being able to accomplish anything or just go from one crisis to the 

next is a commitment to be sober minded and prepared for difficulties.    

 One of the driving forces for Paul’s placing a lot of emphasis and importance on this 

charge to Timothy was the realization that he (Paul) was running out of time and if the work was 

going to continue that Timothy needed to get ready to take on more of a leadership role in Paul’s 

absence.  Paul had come to the point in his life and ministry that he realized an urgency to get 

things ready and pass the mantle of leadership on to someone else.  The “someone else” was 

going to be Timothy.  We see why it was going to land at Timothy’s feet in the next few verses. 

 

Keep Helping – 4:9-15 
9 
Make every effort to come to me soon; 

10 
for Demas, having loved this present world, has deserted me and gone to 

Thessalonica; Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. 
11 

Only Luke is with me. Pick up Mark and bring him 

with you, for he is useful to me for service. 
12 

But Tychicus I have sent to Ephesus. 
13 

When you come bring the 

cloak which I left at Troas with Carpus, and the books, especially the parchments. 
14 

Alexander the coppersmith did 

me much harm; the Lord will repay him according to his deeds. 
15 

Be on guard against him yourself, for he 

vigorously opposed our teaching.  2 Timothy 4:9-15 (NASB95) 
 The information that Paul shared in this part of the letter raises many questions as to what 

was going on in the broader church effort among the Gentiles.  Paul was in prison and he was 

trying to make arrangement in advance and in light of what was happening with others involved 



in the ministry.  One of the realities of being involved in the ministry work is that of people who 

drop out for various reasons.  In the situation with Demas, Paul saw that his leaving the work of 

the ministry to go to Thessalonica as a desertion.  Paul may have been hasty in coming to such a 

conclusion as he was in his earlier opinion of John Mark.  There are many people today who go 

into “the ministry” and within a few years have abandoned that direction and do something else.  

In some cases it may be “burnout” or a realization that their being in the ministry was not a 

calling but just a vocation they had chosen.  We need to be careful to not be judgmental in such 

cases but follow the advice that Paul gave Timothy earlier to exhort and encourage others.   

 We get some additional insight into what was happening with Crescens going to Galatia 

and Titus was going to Dalmatia which is present day Yugoslavia.  Of special interest was the 

trip that Tychicus was making to Ephesus.  Ephesus was where Timothy was and we can assume 

that he was being sent to provide some help for Timothy or to make it possible for Timothy to go 

to Rome to assist Paul.  The time of this was around the year 60 A.D.  The church was still in the 

early developing stages and its impact was somewhat limited.  It was referred to as a “sect” 

probably of Judaism.  It did not enjoy any esteem or status in the eyes of the world.   

 When it comes the opposition, the church faced from either false teacher, people who 

were opposed to the church for business reasons (such as those who made idols) or the fact that 

some would drop out and go some other direction in life, we tend to be amazed that people 

would do that and openly oppose Paul.  Here is a man who penned about half of the New 

Testament and defined so much of the doctrinal positions of the church being opposed by some 

people who would not amount to much of any historical significance.  The truth of the matter is 

that those who opposed him did not have a clue as to how important and significant this man was 

in God plan and scheme of things in establishing the church.  This makes you wonder who is on 

the scene today who is getting a lot of opposition and criticism and ridicule who will turn out to 

have significance influence on the world of tomorrow?   

 

Keep Trusting – 4:16-18 
16 

At my first defense no one supported me, but all deserted me; may it not be counted against them. 
17 

But the Lord 

stood with me and strengthened me, so that through me the proclamation might be fully accomplished, and that all 

the Gentiles might hear; and I was rescued out of the lion’s mouth. 
18 

The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed, 

and will bring me safely to His heavenly kingdom; to Him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.  2 Timothy 4:16-18 

(NASB95) 
 How many people do you think would come to Paul’s support if they knew how 

important his work would be to the New Testament Scriptures and to church history if he were 

on trial today?  With 20-20 hindsight we can imagine that hundreds if not thousands of people 

would have rallied around him and come to his defense.  How many preachers and theologians 

came to the defense of Dietrich Bonhoeffer when he was imprisoned (and eventually killed) by 

the Nazis in the 1930s?  Was there any international pressure brought against the Germans?  

None that I know of.  How much effort is being exerted by our churches to put pressure on the 

State Department to urge Iran to release a Christian pastor that is being held in prison there?  

Apparently, he is not the only Christian in prison.  The point of these questions is that we should 

not be surprised that no one stood with Paul when he was taken into court.   

 Those who might have tried to assist Paul saw that they would have been in real danger 

of being arrested and put into prison also.  Maybe they had a good excuse, but I’m not sure that 

we have a good excuse.   

 Paul could look back on the incident and realize that the outcome of it was that the gospel 

message was proclaimed in the highest courts in the world and that was part of his calling which 



had now been fulfilled.  He also realized that the Lord was with him and delivered him from a 

possible death sentence at that time.  God still had important work for Paul to do even though he 

was in prison.  We need to cultivate a mindset that recognizes the importance of continuing on 

with the “mission and calling” on our lives in spite of the difficult circumstances in which we 

may find ourselves.  Don’t allow your circumstances to divert you from what God has called you 

to do.   

   


